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i i ° snows on tne road in the pas : -ared gratis at the demonstra- ‘borscht circuit” The summer spots 
peddling and renting of sound am S bat Pose , arom Rc ; peared gratis at the 
plification equipment, It’s an off- few avers with runs of surpris- St. Louis Muny Opera ° tion put on for the American have proved valuable training 
hoot of talking pix and radio, get cates & oF i ks, B $70,000 Is the Keynote || Newspaper Publishers, conven- ground not only to players but also 
sn é & pi ’ F, ‘Tobacco Road,’ weeks, Be- ; Pnatts Vaal , ' , . site an Wane 
: : : ing in New York last week, by to authors and composers as well. 
ting impetus, prestige and develop-|| asco, L. A., $81,000. | for the Large Stadia of King Features were probably The latter group includes Moss 
ment from both media, Boy Meets Girl,’ 5 weeks, Amusement || mystified by the cold reception Hart whose most recent. stage hit is 
Cass, Detroit, $40,000 | - 
. is new ae y Series aw sca that the newspapermen gave the collaborative ‘Y Can't Take It 
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$6,000,000 — most of it coming from dle eae at 5 | Publishers seemed to resent who acted as social directors at the 
relatively small installations of yay 3 ne ay ae presence of the radio perform- Catskill hotels or counsellors in 
x weeks, El Capitan, L. A., $65,000. ' 
ol g s , ’ 2rs. Many of the acts slipped F s. Included are Arthur Kober 
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In these times sound amplification "ice : is, $38,000 : a in plugs for their air sponsors, whose cusrent Broadway comedy 
© ar cieuaeny gn coreg com American, St. Louis, $38, A One major business in the world and the publishers had just had hit, ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ is a 
eer pees . ap Tobacco Road, 3 weeks, without enough product to sell is statistics read to ’e nnounc- trailer for this type of summer 
tribution, railroad, bus and steam- Nixon. Pittsburgh, $47,000 : . : Statistics read to €m an C I 
ship stations, airports, schools, hotel ? aamninn Lett x 11 redhes legit. Statistics firmly establish, via ing that again in '36 radio had hotel; Lorenz Hart and Richard 
radio linkups, churches, as deaf aids,}| 4) Cavite, 1. A. $100 000. “™t || half a dozen conclusive tests, that || out-gained newspapers in ad Rodgers who were attached to a New 
in theatres, stores industrial plants, | = Cope, fate Fh Ry ea 10 America at large is ready and income, England camp, and Arthur Schwartz, 
eateries, exhibits, at auctions, public | pong rao ctr 500 anxious to see and pay for shows, who was with a boys camp in Penn- 
addresses display-window plugs for — wile vse 4, ry ne El | but the shows simply don’t exist. | sylvania, 
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tower chimes. inter-office communi- Peniten A $120,000 Figures for legit shows throughout | Among the so-called ‘social direc- 
called Masts, peiitical rallied, sound apitan, L. A., 20, : the U. S. indicate that the present er 0 S | tors’ were Edward Eliscu, song- 
trucks and for many more uses too — has run up modern-time highs 3 | writer, who did the book for 
numerous to catalog. | in 18 out of 48 theatres charted. But ‘Frederika’; John Wexley, author of 
practically all have had to pause, ''The Last Mile’; Mortimer Offner 
Hole In Wall : ; ee 
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to small penny-bidding. Probably the | For purposes of the present sur- 








: ; ‘ mount writer; Richard Maibaum of 
on of the industry is the hole-in- | vey, all full-week stands in the U. S., : > ? Metro; Walter G. Samuels, com- 
pte outfit which will rent a mike uD, ll ay 5 | since the disastrous season of 1930- USIC avorites poser; Richard Mack, radio writer; 
and a couple of horns for $10 per 31, are analyzed. Prior to that there Ps 7 


night. For that sort of money the 
amplification is certain to be bad, 
and reflection is cast on whole biz. 
Small fellow usually rents the equip- 
ment he leases out at so little a 
charge from a larger competitor 
that the little fellow is, in the main, 
a neighborhood radio-set repairman. 

Niteries Have learned that only 
th. expensive sound sets are worth 
the cost. Equipment used in first- 
flight spots aver rages $1,500 to $2,000. 
Such sets not only amplify floor 
shows and dance music, but play 
platters and contain a radio receiver. 

An idea of what extensive use 
Sound amplification gets may’ be 
8ained from fact cemeteries have in- 
stalled ’em. One of the niftiest is in 
Memorial Park, Upper Montclair, 

(Continued on page 32) 





Newspapers’ Free 
Shows Too Tough as 
Opposish, Mpls. Squawk 


April 27. 
suffering from bad 
starting 
shows which news- 
Papers stage from time to time. 
Star, which several months ago 
Sponsor ‘d a Joe Louis boxing card, 
ast week put on a big baseball show 
at the Auditorium to ballyhoo - 
Opening of the local American Ass« 
Ciation season the next day. With 
admission gratis, more than 7,500 
People attended, Program included 
all sorts of entertainment. 
ge vee k the Journal has a cook- 
> le =p -at the Auditorium. It’s 
and i te gy etd crowds afternoons 
the 9 ing into matinee trade at 
vatres plenty. 


Minneapolis. 

Theatres here, 
business. are 
about the free 





Commercial OK'd 


Manufacturers of Molle shaving 
cream are puzzled by the line whicn 


NBC has drawn in determining 
which night club may be the orig- 
inating scene of one of the ‘Vox Pop 


broadcasts. Network has vetoed a 
request that one of the programs be 
staged from the Stork Club but when 
the Gay Nineties, another N. Y. 
nitery, was given as_ the second 
choice NBC said it would be okay. 


Original idea of putting on one of 


the questionnaire stanzas from a 
nitery had come from the manage- 
ment of the Stork Club. Latter had 


offered to arrange to have a numbei 


| 


| of celebrities on hand for the event. 

NBC spokesman had thumbed the 
| Stork Club thing as too risky. He 
said he was afraid that somebody 
'with a few sheets in the wind 
might do some cracking out of turn. 

Stork Club rates as one of the 


to grumble | 





town's swankiest. 


H’wood English Colony’s 
Radio Coronation Salute 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Picture industry will send a radio 
salute to the Coronation May 11 
when National Broadcasting short 
waves a program from. Selznick 
studio. Those sending greetings will 
be Doug Fairbanks, Jr.. Madeleine 


were some very good years for legit 
on’ the road but the boom ended 
after °31 and, for a time, it looked 
ike it would never come back. But 


here it is ’36-: inds ew | : 
e it is 36-37 and all kinds of new | American public have any real pref- 


records are being established at the 
b. 0. Maybe they’re not all-time 
records; there’s no way of telling be- 


cause half the theatres have switched | 


since the old days, 
ent and economic conditions are dif- 
ferent. And legit men insist that 
more than half of the marks estab- 
lished during the past year or so top, 
by quite a lot, the best figures of the 
old days. 


prices are differ- 


Big Money 

The entrance into the of 
auditoriums and large capacity the- 
atres during the past few years has 
a lot to do- with that. Very few 
shows in the heyday of legit reached 
$30,000 or $40,000, but there are 
several shows which have reached 
those kind of figures consistently 
during the past few years. 

When a town like St. Louis can 
shell out approximately $70,000 1 
even performances fopen-alit ’ 
Good News,’ it did the of 
July 11, 1935, it cant very weii be 
claimed St. Louis doesn’t like legit. 
When Will ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness’ can out of Los 
Angeles six weeks, he did in 
the 34-35, the hunger for 
legit the populace 

As is also true 


scene 


yr 
of 


as week 


ftogers in 
take $120,000 
in as 
season of 
by evi- 
in the case of 
who drew $38,000 in a 
veek of one-niters in the midwest, 
starting April 1, °35, and tak 
stops in Memphis, Little Rock, 
Oklahoma City and Dallas 

The biggest figures 
from towns which don't 


is quite 
lent, 


Helen Hayes, 


ing in 
Tulsa, 
seem to come 


much 


Carroll, C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond | legit—and that is it V0 answet 

Massey and David Niven. Ie oP ee ‘ kath . =e fo i . 
Ray Noble's band will dish up the | S it stars, or is tt shows thal th 

tunes. (Continued on page 55) 





Chicago, April 27. 
Only up to the age of 29 does the 


erences as to special types of dance 


there is a distinct change for softer, 
gentler music, with the preference 
going for such orchestras as Henry 
King, Guy Lombardo, Leo Reisman, 
etc. As to acts on floor shows the 
universal favorite attraction and en- 
tertainment is the ballroom dance 
team. 


Chorus - Equity’s Yeayly 
Worry Over School Kids 


‘How 
farm’ is 
meetys 


prot ylen 


n the 
sion to Choru 


to keep ‘em dov 
no fag expres 


It 


on 
is becoming a 
pertains to 
aspirant 
ach 


decided 


serious 
Keeping juve- 
nile stage away from 
sroadway ¢ 

De 
seeking 


and 
Equity is 


Stimmer., 
a t 


ads 


00d 


pite rend towal 
Holivy 
division of 
alarmed at the 
of high school kids who 
breaks on the stage via the 
route. They pile into Man- 
hattan in alarmingly large numbers 
as soon as school is out, bulk of them 


youngsters from high school or col- 


employment in 
the chorus 
genuinely 


in radio, 


persistence 


seek 


chorus 


‘y 
iege. 


| Allen 
| whose 


| directed for 


music. After that, they don’t par- 
ticularly care but are impressed by 
names, 

In a survey taken among several | 
hotel niteries the Music Corp. of 
America has discovered that up to 
the age of 23 these days there is 
‘an almost 100% demand for swing 
musie and swing orchestras. It’s got 
to be rusty-gate dance stuff or it’s 
no go. From 23 to 29 years of age 


Boretz and Jack Murray 
‘Room Service’ is being pro- 
and Harold Hecht, who has 
the Marx Bros, 

There are many more who were 
developed around the Catskill camps 
and hotels, finding plenty of time 
to write or compose. Any number 
of mostly comics, have made 
a practice of going “e borscht 


duced, 


actors, 
inte 


territory to visit, volunteer to en- 
tertain, and at the same time try out 
new gags. 

Standouts among social directors 
who have more recently made the 
grade are Milton Berle and Henny 
Youngman of this season’s m.c. crop, 
A duo from that source which is 


clicking in the night clubs is Oshins 
and Lessy. 


Sheriffs Go Bingo-ing 
But Make No Arrests 
Till They Show Profit 


Oakland, 
The: men in the 
been eagle-eveing 
in El Cerrito 
for some 


Cal., April 27. 
bay 
bingo estab- 
Contra Costa 
time because of 
show biz. Needing a test 
for a clamp-down, Sheriff John 
Miller ordered a raid on the swanky 
Hollywood Club, ignoring for the 
time the Jade and Cerrito Clubs, 
Last week an undersheriff and 
eight deputies swarmed into the club 
with photogs and reporters 
and sat down for a session. A photog 
won $13.50, but no dice for John 
Law. After losing $30 feverish 
playing, sheriffs left sheepishly. 
Next day their luck red 
with a of w vide 
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have 
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Schulbers Washing 


Deal With Par; Flight From B's 


FRENCH CASINO FILM 





Hollywood, April 27. 

Upon completion of the remaining 
three pictures on his eight-film sked 
for 1936-37 Paramount release, B. P. 
Schulberg will seek another major 
outlet for his product. Producer has 
delivered four films with one, ‘The 
Great Gambini,’ washing up this 

Collapse of new deal between 
Schulberg and Par is ascribed to 
former’s unwillingness to assume a 
combination slate of A and B pix, 
and his determination to make ‘few- 
er and more distinguished pictures’ 
in any new setup. 

In a statement Schulberg declared, 
‘With the market trend away from 
so-called B pictures, and toward ex- 
clusively A product, we are desir- 
ous of making fewer and more dis- | 
tinguished pictures in the future. 
Under our Paramount contract we 
were required to produce four A and | 
four B pictures. 

‘In the future we will direct our | 
efforts to the making of A product 
alone. We have this year developed | 
Edward Arnold into a positive A | 
character star, occupying the posi- | 
tion formerly held by George Arliss 
and Charles Laughton. We have 
brought out John Trent, who has | 
been hailed as a new important star. | 
We are about to launch Miss Orien 
Hayward who, we predict, will be a 
new star. 

‘With these players as a nucleus 
and with other important players 
who have asked for parts in scripts 
we now have completed, we believe 
we can perfect a small but imposing 
program of pictures comparable to 
the best A product in the industry.’ 

Schulberg is talking a new setup 
with several majors, including 
United Artists. He started his pres- 
ent contract last July. Final trio of 
films, expected to be completed by 
July, are ‘Let’s Talk of Love,’ fea- 
turing Ann Dvorak and John Trent, 
starting May 3; ‘Stranger Than Fic- 
tion,’ to be directed by Erle Kenton, 
starting May 10, and ‘Bonanza,’ star- 
ring Edward Arnold, to start as soon 
as Arnold completes his chore in 
‘Easy Living’ at Paramount. 


FIRST PIX-RADIO MEET 
SET FOR THURS. (29) 


Before he renders his opinions as 
to radio competition against theatres 
when film material is presented, as 
chairman of the radio committee of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, Walter Vincent wants to 
listen to the other members of the 
committee to determine their ideas. 
Then he will present his views. He 

















Up Releasing 





dickering for a ‘French Casino’ film |} 
series. 


Bergeres’ 
week. valier) some years ago, the French 
Casino got a taste of film coin in 
that it owned the ‘FB’ title at the 
time, via Clifford C. Fischer. 


MIDNIGHT AIR ..... 


| and 


SERIES IN NEGOTIATION 


French 





The Casino syndicate is | 


When Darryl Zanuck made ‘Folies 
for United Artists (Che- 








‘Oh, 


OFF FILM 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., April 27. 

East Iowa Song Fest, a new re- 
gional sustainer over Iowa stations 
every Saturday night from 11:30 to 
12:30, is originating in the Para- | 
mount theatre, Cedar- Rapids. In- | 
cludes Frank Voelker, blind organist, | 
a community sing conducted by 





| Doug Grant, Bill Brown and his in- | 
|quiring microphone; 


Bob Leefers’ | 
minstrel show, and Bert Puckett, } 
emcee. 
Program has been on the air three 
weeks and an estimated crowd of | 
2.500 have seen the performance to | 
date. In order to be assured of a| 
seat, people are attending the sec- | 
ond film show to be there when 
radio program goes on the air. 


SKATER AND FENCER | 


SET TO G0 HWO0D) 











Detroit, April 27. 

Ted Harper, local amateur figure 
skater, has left for Hollywood to 
appear in ice carnival and later in 
a flicker, following deal with Hugo 
Quist, Sonja Henie’s manager. Har- 
per, who paired with Helen Bar- 
rett in the national championships 
in Chicago this winter, was on pro- 
gram with Miss Henie during her 
recent appearance here. 

Joanna de Tuscan, national fenc- 
ing champ, also turned pro last week 
with endorsement of Camel ciggies, 
and is mulling two film contracts. 
Mrs. de Tuscan, wife of a coach at 
Wayne University here, was voted 
the most beautiful member of the 


| 


nent part in 


SHOW TOPS |} back, this time with a more promi- 


| ing early in May in four or five key 





1936 United States Olympic squad. 








is doing this as chairman because he 
doesn’t want to sway any of the 
other members. 

Vincent has set tomorrow after- 
noon (Thursday) for the first meet- 
ing of the committee and while con- 
sidered to be opposed to airing of 
film material and appearance of 
players, in advance he isn’t tipping 
his mitt. 


Suit Alleges Chaplin 





Infringed Clair’s Pic 





Charles Chaplin 
pirating a considerable part of the 
plot, scenes, sequences and even 
characters of his last picture, ‘Mod- 
ern Times,’ in a suit brought Thurs- 
day (22) in N. Y. supreme court. 


The plaintiff is the French producing 


firm, Films Sonores Tobis, S. A., 
which seeks a permanent injunction 
against further showing of the Chap- 
lin victure and the profits thus far 
mz: ie on it. Other defendants are 
the Charles Chaplin Film Corp. and 
Urited Artists Corp. 

French Tobis alleges that Rene 
Clair, one of its directors, had writ- 
ten and produced a picture in 1931 
entitled ‘A Nous La Liberte’ and 
thet. under the French law, it had 
exclusive rights to it for seven years. 
It alleges that in some way Chaplin 
obtained a copy of the script and 


after careful study of it he pro- | 
ce-ced to make ‘Modern Times. Be- | 


sides claiming the theft of many 


parts of its picture, the plaintiff par- | 
ticulerly alleges the conveying belt | mount for her second picture, “The | been assigned to the screenplay of 


is accused of 


Korda Wins ‘Catherine’ 


Infringement Action 
London, April 27. 

Alexander Korda got a judgment 
in his favor in*the suit alleging in- 
fringement of copyright on ‘Cath- 
erine the Great.’ He had been in 
court for 14 days defending himself, 
with the verdict handed down yes- 
terday (26). 

Plaintiffs were Mme. Denise Poz- 
nanski, administrator of the estate of 
her late husband, Alfred Savoir, and 
Frank and Virginia Vernon, who did 
an English adaptation of the Savoir 
play ‘La Petite Catherine,’ which 
Korda was alleged to have infringed 





made. Korda’s defense was based on 
historical facts making the back- 
ground of the play and film possible 


of copyright. 





Agnes Ayres’ Comeback 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Agnes Ayres, star of silent pic- 
tures, draws femme lead in first of 
a series of six shorts featuring Edgar 
Kennedy, to be produced for RKO 
by Bert Kilroy. Les Goodwin di- 
rects. 

Kilroy is committed to make 36 
shorts for Radio for the 1937-38 pro- 
| gram. 


PAR KEEPS EVELYN BRENT 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Evelyn Brent remains at Para- 











scene. one of the chief sequences in , Last Train from Madrid.’ 


the Chanlin film, was lifted from the | 


French picture. 


Actress washed up last week in 


‘Kivu sg of Gamblers.’ 


in his film, which Elisabeth Bergner | 


with similarities but no infringement | / 














SS 


OSWALD 


Ledger: “Ken Murray 
Oswald (Tony Labriola) are 





the program for the 


Yeah’ man The program 


has many marks of becoming a 
food-sized replacement for the 
yawning space left by Burns and 


Allen.” 
Direction 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


PAR SETS TWO 
FOR ROADSHOW 





Hollywood, April 27. 

Following a preview by Adolph 
Zukor, Neil F. Agnew and William 
LeBaron last week, it was decided 
to roadshow ‘Souls at Sea’ and ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome.’ 

‘Souls,’ with three weeks of work 
due yet, and with cast topped by 
Gary Cooper, George Raft and 
Frances Dee. goes out on the two-a- 
day policy in June, and the musical 
‘Handsome,’ starring Irene Dunne, 
gets special release in July. 





‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ is open- 


run houses on extended engagements 
prior to general release, one of these 
dates being the Criterion, N. Y. 
Also to go into the Criterion on a 
two-a-day policy, may be Par’s 
‘Souls at Sea,’ not yet completed, at 
a $2 top. 

Par exchanges are taking no book- 
ings on ‘Make Way’ until it is seen 
what the picture does in the run 
engagements at pop prices. 


DICKSTEIN PERSISTS; 
ALTERNATE PROPOSAL 


Washington, April 27.- 
| With two government agencies pre- 
| paring data, Representative Samuel 
| Dickstein is readying another alien 
,actor bill for introduction in Con- 
| gress before adjournment. Measure 
|is expected to remain on ice until 
next winter, in view of the recent 
knifing of his previous proposals, 

While details have not been set, 
the new ban measure will be more 
or less like the revised reciprocal- 
quota bill, which was killed by a 
substantial majority a month ‘ago. 
Will retain the idea that foreign 
countries which discriminate against 
American talent should not be al- 
lowed to send their actors, musicians, 
and dancers over here. 











Morrisons Divorcing; 
Quitting Selznick Co. 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Charlie Morrison has checked out 
,as talent scout for Selznick Inter- 
national, and simultaneously was 
| faced by a divorce suit being filed 
_by his wife, Elsie, in Reno. 
Couple were married 11 years ago, 
when Morrison was a_ vaudeville 
|/agent. They have a daughter, 7. 








| 





RKO Sets Six Scribes 


Hollywood, April 27. 

George Beck and Edmund Joseph 
are screenplaying ‘She’s Got That 
_Swing’ at RKO. Edward Dean and 
| William Watson are scripting ‘An 
Apple a Day’ at the studio, while 
| Maxwell Shane and John Grey have 





|‘A Riddle of the 40 Naughty Girls.’ 





ZANUCK GETTING TASTE! 
OF RADIO GUEST GAG 


Darryl Zanuck will do a guest turn 
Friday (30), when the San Francisco 
Symphony goes over CBS for a 
group of banks. 

Frisco crew is also appearing on a 
one-shot guestee, taking a whirl on 
the program usually handled by the 
Philly Symph, now on a U.S.-Canada 
tour. 


LAEMMLE'S 1-YR. 
DEAL AS M-6 
PRODUCER 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., after agreeing 
to a one-year contract as associate 
producer at Metro starting June 1, 
leaves for N. Y. today for one 














month’s stay. Contract will be drawn 
up and forwarded to him for signa- 
ture. 

Paper involves sale of two of his | 
properties to M-G, to be produced 
as pictures during that period. Sto-. 
ries are ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house,’ to be directed by James 
Whale, who is under contract to 
Laemmle, and stage play, ‘Nine Of- 
ficers,’ in which Laemmle holds an 
interest as well as screen rights. 

He recently dropped negotiations 
to join United Artists because latter 
outfit wanted him on a one-film deal, 
while Laemmle was desirous of do- 
ing a minimum of three pictures un- 
der the contract. 


SAILINGS 


May 8 (New York to Genoa) Mr. 
and Mrs. Burton Holmes, Edward 
Ewer (Rex). 
May 5 (New York to London) 
Gertrude Lawrence, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur A. Lee (Queen Mary). 
April 28 (New York to Bermuda) 
Loretta Young (Queen of Bermuda). 
April 28 (New York to London) 
Grover Whalen, Noel Coward, Ar- 
thur Schnabel, Therese Behr, Mr. 
and Mrs. Artur Bodansky, Gilbert 
Miller, Sandor Incze, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barney Balaban, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
L. Nathanson, Kay Kamen, Julia 
Kirkland, Charles Lederer, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Durstine, Alfred de Liagre, 
Mark Sandrich (Normandie). 

April 27 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Neil F. Agnew (Clipper). 

April 25 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Jack L. Warner (Santa Elena). 

April 24 (New York to London) 
Viadimir Golschmann, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rene Pollain, Myra Hess, Marcel 
Granjany, Mr. and Mrs. Rene Maison, 
Irene Jellinck, Emanuel List, George 
M. Cohan, Rudy Vallee, Elliott Dan- 
iels, Hildegarde, Eric Maschwitz, 
Jack Connolly, Elsa Buchanan, Vel- 
entin Mandelstan, Robert Ritchie, 
Peter Mather, Dr. Thomas Mann, 
Maurice and Cordova, Estelle and 
Leroy, Dario and Diane, Anna So- 
senko (Ile de France). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Al Adams. 

Joe Armer. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Ricardo Cortez. 
George Dembow. 
Jack Durant. 
Rose Franken. 
Elliott Gibbons. 
J. R. Grainger. 
Anne Green. 
Sandor Incze. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
Collette Lyons. 
Leo McCarey. 

J. J. Milstein. 
Charles Munroe. 
Charles Pritzker. 
Phil Reisman. 
Herman Robbins. 
Tommy Rockwell. 
Merle Tottenham. 
A. P. Waxman. 
Loretta Young. 


ARRIVALS 


Harry M. Warner, Bernhard Gard- 
ner, H. J. O. Barton, Oliver Edel, A. 
Morini, Lucien Brule, Don George, 
Rachel Hartzell, Sam E. Morris, Jo- 
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Bernie-Parsons-Winchell Radio 
Programs Buildup for ‘Wake Up 





‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th-Fox) 
couldn’t have had two more high- 
powered plugs than it received last 
week through the Ben Bernie-Amer- 
ican Can program (NBC) and Camp- 
bell Soup’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (CBs). 
It was expert and effectual drum- 
beating all around. Top members of 
the musical’s cast took part in either 
broadcast and their general deport- 
ment was of a sort to leave the im- 
pression that the picture must be 
compounded of fast, clicksome 
comedy and tuneful moments. As an 
attention-caller these two broadcasts 
stacked up no mean model for the 
Hollywood contingent. 

Although the preview of ‘Wake 
Up’ received deft adaptation, the 
portion of ‘Hollywood Hotel’ that 


seemed to pack the superior enter- | 


tainment wallop was the first 20 
minutes, during which Mack Gordon 
and Harry Revel, writers of the 
film’s score, laid down a crack bar- 
rage of mike salesmanship. After 
kiddingly revealing how they go 
about confecting their songs, the 
team fed ’em a long list of their old 
song hits, with Gordon doing most of 
the vocalizing. Shirley Ross, one of 


the program’s standbys, and the 
chorus were also woven in for re- 
prises, and the general effect was 


one of pop melody at its richest and 
most varied level. 

Raymond Paige introduced the 
preview section of the Campbell 
stanza with a pretentious arrange- 
ment, plied thick with impression- 
istic endeavor and using ‘An Orchid 
to You’ as its central theme. In the 
following interim much time was 
taken by Bernie and Walter Win- 
chell for one of their typical need- 
ling exchanges, with Louella Parsons 
stepping in, first as peacemaker, and 
then to berate the pair as a couple 
of nasty ninnies. It was a gusty 
three-way passage of give-and-take 
but the thing after a while began to 
show signs of strain. Digest of the 
musical’s story was projected with 
telling pace and a good sense of 
sampling. 

Alice Faye and Jack Haley hit it 
off smoothly in the romantic roles, 
while the frequent foiling interludes 
between Winchell and Bernie gave 
zest and excitement to the recital. 
Just before the program’s fadeout 
Miss Parsons slipped in for an an- 
nouncement that a wire just received 
reported that ‘Wake Up,’ which had 
debuted at the Roxy, N. Y., that day 
(23), had broken the house’s box- 
office record for any opening day. 

Something different in the way of 
an introduction was the one that 
Bernie used for Winchell on his own 
(Bernie’s) program. It seemed that 
Winchell couldn’t be there in per- 
son, so he sent a record of what he 
had to say. The record contained a 
royal ribbing for Bernie, with the 
latter firing back, and much to his 
surprise, being topped by the voice 
on the record. Bernie burned and 
announced that he would put an end 
to that annoyance by smashing the 
record. No sooner had he remarked, 
‘Well, that’s the end of Winchell,’ 
when the columnist walked, ap- 
parently, into the studio and over to 
the mike, with an ‘Oh, yeah!’ 

Winchell got in still another plug 
for the picture on his own Sunday 
night program (25). It was some- 


| thing about the big business that the 


Roxy had done Saturday. 





Hays Defers Coast Trip 





Press of new business is delaying 
Will Hays’ intended jaunt to the 
Coast. 

Now looks as though the head of 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors’. Association will wait until 
the last of next month or early June. 
which will make it his customary 
summer trek to Hollywood. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Emanuel Cohen. 
Gabriel Dell. 
W.S. Van Dyke. 
Bernard Gorcey. 
Huntz Hall. 

Billy Halop. 
Bobby Jordan. 
Andre Kostelanetz. 
Rufus LeMaire. 
Grace Moore. 





seph, Rufus Le Maire, Richard 





P. J. Wolfson will produce ‘Swing’ 
| and ‘Apple.’ 


Barthelmess. 


Herbert Norgan. 
Donald Novis. 
Bernard Punstey. 
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Korda Due in U.S. 


for Showdown 


With UA; Par Interested Meantime 


—_—_——___——- +> 


* 


London, April 27. 
Paramount will cooperate with 
Alexander Korda in producing ‘Law- 
Arabia’ and also will dis- 


rence of 
tribute the film when it is com- 
pleted. 

Meantime, Korda is slated to to- 


morrow (Wed.) for the States to talk 
turkey with United Artists. The U.A. 
shareholders meeting is some time 
jn May. It is understood Korda will 
ask U.A. to contribute finances to- 
wards his productions, and should 
U.A. meet this demand, the Pruden- 
tial Assurance Co. of London, 
Korda’s local backers, will assume 
the balance 50% financing. 

Korda’s contract with United Art- 
ists. it is held, calls for his making 
20 films, nine of which have been 
made already. 


In the event Korda cannot reach a | 


satisfactory arrangement with United 
Artists on the money question, he is 
understood to be ready to consider 
a new distributing alliance. 
Paramount to distribute ‘Law- 
dence of Arabia’ for Korda the 
chances are that Korda might be 
heading towards Par altogether. 
(Continued on page 70) 


KENT, RUBIN SITTING 
IN ON G-B PALAVER 


April 27. 
president of 20th 
Century-Fox, is understood to be 
having daily conferences with all 
interested parties in the Gaumont- 
British deal, with J. Robert Rubin, 
Metro’s general counsel, from the 
States, also sitting in. The outlook 
is that some sort of deal may even- 
tuate almost any time. 


set 





London, 
Sidney R. Kent, 


So far as can be observed the 
most likely deal which may occur 
is one whereby British interests, | 


possibly John Maxwell (BIP), 
acquire the present GB shares which 
are held. by 20th Century-Fox and 
I‘etro. Maxwell's offer is under- 
Stood to be at $7.000.000-$8,000,000. 

It is no secret in the trade that 
20th Century-Fox would dispose of 


its GB shares for a _ reasonable 
figure. 
Maxwell's offer no doubt envisions 


the possibilities of a product deal for 


American films from Metro and 20th | 


Century-Fox as part of the proposed 
arrangement, but whether this can 
be had is another thing. 

If the deal is made at all it is 
likely to be minus any franchise ar- 
rangement, from the present outlook, 
but this isn’t official. 


LeMaire Back to Coast, 


Arliss May F Return Here. 


Rufus PS IaH got in Monday (26) 
from London and flew back to Hol- 
lywood yesterday. He went over 


manages personally. 

English star has one more to make 
for Gaumont- British and then may 
return to Hollywood for a picture 
in America despite a previously 
avowed intention to confine his pro- 
fessional activities to his 
heath. 


Arthur A. Lee Sailing 


_Srteur A. Les, head of the Amer- 

an end of Gaumont- British, accom- 
—s by his family, sails for Lon- 
ny May 5. Lee wiil be in England 
or the C 
is expected to confab with GB home 


0 one 
Tice execs regarding their mutual 
interests. 


Lee is 


expected 
London in 


June. 


to return from 


WALLIS’ MOTOR VACASH 


Hal accompanied by Mrs. 

,0ulse Fazenda), goes abroad 

the end of M: ry. 
The Wallis’ will 


nur Ope by mi stor. 


make a tour of 


With | 


may | 


to | 
huddle with George Arliss, whom he | 


native | 


oronation but while abroad | 


H. M. Warner, Bernhard, 
Morris Back in the U. S. 


H. M. Wiseieee te 
ner Bros. 


pr veatiie -nt of War- 
Pictures, Inc., Joseph Bern- 


hard, general manager of WB thea- 
tres. and Sam Morris, vice president 


of WB pictures in charge of foreign 
distribution, returned from Europe. 
Monday (26). Party visited Warner 
studios in Teddington, England, and 
included France, Italy and Scandi- 
navian countries in itinerary, 

Warner Bros. prexy and Morris 
were absent from U. S. for seven 
weeks, Bernhard joining party about 
a month ago, 





London, April 20. 
Joseph Bernhard, Warners theatre 
chief, in company with Harry M. 
Warner, has been busily looking over 
| West End theatre properties during 


his visit culminating tomorrow 
(Wed.). Warners at present have no 
London shop window, relying on 


what dates they get in G-B halls, or 
at Associated British’s Regal, or else- 
where, and are anxious to close a 
deal which would give them an out- 


let comparable with that enjoyed by | 


| Metro, Par, United Artists and major 
domestic units. 
Unless they ca: 
legit house, 
ties for them 


1 Close a Ceal for a 
there are few 

to choose from. 
might, of course, be interested 


tentative promotion. 


They 
in a 


IST QUARTER °37 
TOP B.0. SINCE 
DEPRESH 


Washington, April 27. 
Amusement tax revenues for 
quarter of 1937 touched highest 


proper- , 


first | 


‘level since early in the depression, | 


near-record year for the 
film business. Treasury report on 
March collections Friday (23) re- 
‘flected $400,000 pick-up over initial 
three months of 1936 and $700,000 
rise over same portion of 1935. 
Winter slump came to an end in 
February, figures showed. March 
payments to the government, based 
on prior month’s wicket business, 
were $1,539,408, up $66,056 in a 
month and $284,015 higher than 
previous year. This was the first 
advance since December, and com- 
pared with drops of $32,324 and 
$688,908 in two preceding stanzas. 


Balaban Sails Today 
On Ist Foreign Par 0.0. 


Barney Balaban, president of Par- 


auguring 





amount, sails today (Wed.) for Lon- 
don, on his first foreign trip since 
'he assumed the helm of Par. Bala- 
ban will meet John W. Hicks, Jr., 
Par’s foreign chief, while abroad 
land will take a look into the com- 
pany’s foreign situation. 

Balaban will return from abroad 


| in time for the peony sales con- 
vention, in Los Angeles, June 13. 

Hicks has been eeond for 
weeks making his customary survey 
of conditions. Likelihood Balaban 
land Hicks will return to the States 
together. 


several 


Agnew’s Quickie Hula 


Hollywood, April 27. 

F. Agnew, Paramount 
chief, took the Yankee 
Hawaii today (27) for a vacash 
He wants to get some 
and rest under his belt 
' Par sales convention gets uuder 


sales 


Neil 


sunshine 
before the 


way. 


Clipper to 


eee wi 





GAPITAL RIFE 
WITH REPORTS 


Dept. of Justice on One 
Hand and Administration 
Leaders 





in Congress on 


the Other in Anti-Pix In-| 


Pix Industry Moves 


MUCH PROBING 


Washington, April 27 
Unverified and unverifiable re- 
ports that a flock of anti-trust ac- 


tions against the film industry are 


in early prospect were inspired 
here last week by remarks on the 
Coast by Asst. U. S. Atty. Gen. 


Joseph B. Keenan, 

With Justice Department execs 
adhering to traditional policy of 
silence, there was no possible con- 
firmation of hints that the Govern- 


ment is on the verge of starting 
any crusade against the mo- 
tion picture industry. The only 


statement is a general denial from 
Atty. Gen. Homer S. Cummings 
that a general drive against big 
business is afoot. The chief D. J. 
official would not comment on 
specifie Situations or give any clue 
whether last week’s’ sensational 
action against the Aluminum Co. 
is the forerunner of a new crack- 
down campaign. 

The Keenan remark that ‘the 
time is past when civil injunctive 
processes of the court can be in- 
voked’ was construed as conclus- 
ive proof that criminal prosecu- 
tions are inevitable, although 
there were no clues about where 
developments are likely to occur. 
Justice people would say nothing 
except that complaints from inde- 
pendent exhibitors still are coming 
to the department in a stream and 
inquiries still are under way. 

A good part of the West Coast 
activity, with special agents inter- 
viewing exhibitors, is believed to 
have political inspiration. At least 
one influential Senator is said to 
be interested in bringing about 
some prosecutions, which may 
have ramifications elsewhere. 

Recent visit of District Attor- 
ney Pierson Hall of Los Angeles 
is not related to the film situation, 
although his office has been 
dragged into the indie-major war. 
While Hall may be called upon to 
take results of inquiries before the 
grand jury at some future time, 
chances are Washington will 
designate special counsel to handle 
any film cases which develop. 

Is the Department of Justice about 

(Continued on page 54) 


lap of ‘distributors. Comment- 
ing on failure of distributors 
to cooperate with theatre own- 
ers in establishing local boards 
of conciliation of industry dis- 


j tors 





J. §. CRACKDOWN ON PIX? 








U S. Sup. Court Decision Stunning 
Setback to Fox Bankruptcy Snarl 





MPTOA Places It in 
Laps of the Distribs 


Tn 
the 


issued 
Theatre 
resporsi- 


the April bulletin 
Motion Picture 
Owners of America, 
bility for federal legislation 
regulating the motion picture 
industry is placed right in the 


by 


bulletin 
that the distribu- 
to fight it out in 
invite federal and 
of commercial 
distribution and 
statute and com- 
this is true. their 
present policy in this matter 
should get the desired results. 
We seem to be on the verge of 
a lot of spectacular anti-trust 
suits, and exasperated and dis- 
gruntled exhibitors, with no- 
where within the industry to get 
their grievances and complaints 
heard and adjusted, are bound 
to turn to their legislatures and 
for relief. It may 
very smart, but it 
evitable, and the exhibitor 
hardly be blamed under 
circumstances.’ 


the 
‘Can it 


putes, says: 
be 
prefer 
and 
regulation 
in 
by 


court 
state 
practices 

exhibition 
missions? If 


to congress 
is in- 
can: 
the 


not be 











RAMISH'S BEEF 


TO U. S. OVER 
HAWAII 


April 27. 
Adolph Ramish is leaving for 
Washington to lay before the De- 
partment of Justice charges of mo- 
nopolistie practices against the major 
distributors, which assertedly refuse 
to furnish product for subsequent 
runs in Hawaii, serviced by Frank- 
lin Theatrical Enterprises of which 


Holly wood, 


he is head. UA is only major dis- 
trib exempted in the complaint. 

In addition to operating its own 
houses in the islands, Franklin out- 
fit distributes films to 10. subse- 
quents on various islands in the 
vicinity, 

J. J. Franklin is Ramish’'s asso- 
ciale,. 


Cowdin in Frisce on U Coin Biz: 
Reports on Erpi, Eastman et Al. 


San Francisco, April 27. 
J. Cheever Cowdin, 
of 


has been here these past few 


chairman of 


board Universal Pictures 
Corp., 
days on financial matters concerning 


U. 


the 


Hollywood, April 27 


Reports anent W. R. Sheehan com- 
ing into the Universal production 
fold have been around, including a 


$2,000,000 bankroll from Sheehan fo: 
U. This is denied, however. Talk oi 
B. P. Schulberg, who is winding 
his Paramount unit production deal 


up 


has also been heard, as a possible 
Universal producer, 

Still another angle is that Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inec., and 
Eastman Kodak would put up addi- 


tional coin for the company’s pro- | 
duction needs. One significant fact 
has been that Hope Hampton, wife | 
x Jules Brulatour, Eastman exec, 





Washington, April 27. 
Assets of All Continent Corp., per- 
sonal holding company of William 
Fox, film pioneer, were tied up Mon- 
day (26) when U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld an injunction, which bars 


company officials from proceeding 
with suit to gain control of $500,000 
worth of securities in the hands of 
a Philadelphia brokerage house. 


Reversing the Third Circuit Court 


of Appeals, final tribunal upheld 
contention ot Hiram Steelman, 
trustee in bankruptcy for the Fox 
estate, that all Continent was bound 
by a restrainer handed down by the 
New Jersey federal court several 
months ago. The injunction keeps 





matters 
has 


in statu quo until Steelman 


a chance to proceed with 


*Xamle 
|ination of snarled Fox finances and 
to press suits in New Jersey state 

(Continued on pave 24) 


Renowned Artists’ 
Labor Story Yen; UA’s 
Name Similarity Nix 


Hollywood, April 27 
Deal of Renowned Artists for the 
Republic studio looks off. Lester 


Cowan-John Ford-Ronald Colman. 


Tay Garnett Group is now hemming 


and hawing between taking space at 


either United Artists or Selznick- 
International, the old Pathe lot at 
Culver City. 

United Artists, their most likely 


release, doe 
| Renowned 


the 


the 


n't take kindly to 


Artists billing and 


talk is R. A. would have to change 
to some other name if it expects 
U. A. to play ball. 

Renowned Artists, figuring the 
Supreme Court's upholding of the 


Wagner Act and the persistent front 


| page play labor news has been yet- 
| ting for months has made the sub- 
ject surefire, is in the market for a 


labor story that can be made into an 
A picture. 
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Seadie N. Y. Theatre Personnel 
Being Organized for Unionization 





Locals which will embrace the 
workers in theatres in the drive of 
the International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees to unionize 
from top to bottom as well as in 
other fields, including exchanges, 
will be set up, under present plans, 
in all cities in the country and in 
each borough in a situation such as 
Greater New York. While steps have 
not advanced to the point where ex- 
act setup is known, it is very prob- 
able, according to high union 
sources, that for the various theatre 
workers more than one local will be f 
organized. 

Because of the fact that it is not 
regarded as practical to include 
managers and porters in the same 
local, the employees will probably 
be segregated according to duties, 
but not to the point where a flock 
of !ocals would be necessary. 

There is a union in existence now 
known as the Managers’ & Publicity | 
Men’s Union. It is headed by Ted 
Mitchell and Jack McCarron and has 
a charter of its own from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. In view 
of the fact that this union has juris- 


diction over managers, assistants, 
publicity men, etc., organization 
moves will probably be made 


through it, with the I. A. absorbing 
the charter that was issued by the 
A.F. of L. Managers’ and Publicity 
Men’s Union is declared to be both 
willing and glad to swing into the | 
I. A. group. 

While theatre treasurers, box of- 
fice men and cashiers very likely 
might be spotted as members with 
this group, ushers, doormen, ticket- 
takers, porters, maids, matrons and 
others would be separately union- 
ized. 

Managers and P.A.’s 
The Managers’ and Publicity Men's 








union held a meeting Friday night 
(23) to discuss organizational moves 
in line with the proposed I. A. drive | 
to unionize theatres and other 
branches 100%. This union is recog- 
nized by the I. A. as entirely bona 
fide, while the recently projected 
Theatrical Business Representatives’ 
Guild has no known affiliations 
though reportedly hoping to get a 
C.1.O. charter. Its chances are re- 
garded .dubiously. The TBRG is 
headed by Hal Oliver, former pic- 
ture press agent, recently with War- 
ner Bros. 


S. E. has promised that their charter 
will arrive before that time. They 
will be chartered as Film Exchange 
Employes, Class B, Local No. 7. 

Membership’ includes __ shippers, 
bookers, inspectresses and _ poster 
department employes. This is be- 
lieved to be the first city where 
bookers have been organized with 
other exchange workers. No at- 
tempt was made to line clerical help 
into the new union as this would 
be encroaching on grounds of an- 
other A. F. L. union. 


Organization was accomplished by 
Philadelphia Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators’ Union, Local 307. 
Horace Johns, biz manager, had a 
hand in it, but heavy work was done 
by Harry Cohen under guidance of 
Louis Krouse, assistant to the prez 
of I. A. Cohen is projectionist at 
Warner Bros. new Center. He talked 
to the employes, distributed appli- 
cations, collected initiation fees. He 
has also conferred with manager of 
each exchange. 

Cohen said no contract negotia- 
tions will begin with employers for 
at least 30 days. He declared any 
demands which organizers of the 
union have in mind are still nebu- 
lous, but will be definitely worked 
out immediately following the or- 
ganization meeting Friday. 


And in St. Louis 
St. Louis, April 27. 

Drive to enlist all unorganized em- 
ployes in St. Louis theatres in The- 
atrical Employes’ Union Local No. 2 
was launched Thursday (22) by John 
Nick, first international v. p. of 
IATSE and Motion Picture Machine 
Operators following meeting in Chi- 
cago at which George E. Browne, in- 
ternational pres., appointed Nick or- 
Banizer in local territory. 

New union which will sign ticket 
sellers, doormen, ushers, pages, stage 
attendants, porters, janitors, etc, and 
with another new local the Film Ex- 
change Employes, last week were ad- 
mitted to membership of IATSE. 
Nick estimated two new locals will 
have total membership of 600 and 
notices were sent out Friday (23) to 
managers of local theatres citing fact 
that employes must join new union. 

Nick pointed out that two new 
unions, with IATSE and MPMO 
unions, all affiliated with AFL, gives 








So far the I. A. has not set on its 
organizers, which will include the 
strength of executives associated 
with it, or its leading locals ‘such as 
operators and stage hands, but may 
also take in outside labor men who 
are now not aligned with the I. A. 
Jim Brennan of Theatrical Protec- 
tive Union, No. 1, N. Y., who is 
also a v. p. of the I. A., is reported 
the choice to direct the organizing 
campaign in the east. Other I. A. 
v. p.’s from various territories may 
also be chosen to head campaigns 
in their respective domains. Joseph 
D. Basson, president of Local 306, 
N. Y. (operators), who is directing 
the drive to organize the film ex- 
chon“es, very lilely will figure in 
the drive to take in theatres and 
other branches. 

T» date Basson has obtained sup- 
por: of around 50% of the exchange 
wo-rers in New York for the N. Y., 
novihern New Jersey and Long 
Islend territory. They are coming 


u» to 306 headquarters in groups to | 


pledge their allegiance and member- 
ship when the time comes for for- 
mation of a local and setting of dues. 
No name for the local has been de- 
termined pending the work of get- 
tins workers to sign up for forma- 
tion of a union nor have details as 
to dues been considered. 





Philly Organizes 
Philadelphia, April 27. 
Q.t. organization of film exchange 
employes, which has been going on 
here for past five weeks, busted wide 


open last Friday night with a meet- | 


ing of about 200 prospective mem- 
bers in the Broadwood hotel. Ini- 
tiation fees of $1 were paid by 110 
employes at that time. Since then 
another 50 have ferked over their 
bucks and practically all the re- 
mainder of the city’s 240 eligible 
m-™bers have signed to join up. 
Managers of Philly’s eight major 


and five indie exchanges admit that | 


their employes are now practically 
100% unionized. Inasmuch as the 
union has as yet made no demands 
on them, they have put up no battle. 

Te group will hold another meet- 
inz at the Broadwood this Friday 
night when they will elect officers 
and name committees. The I. A. T. 


latter body its first vertical union 
since split between William Green of 
AFL and John L. Lewis, pres. of 
United Mine Workers of America 
and head of CIO. 





Salt Lake Alse 


Salt Lake City, April 27. 

Organization of local film ex- 
change workers under a charter of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes and Motion 
Picture Operators started this week. 

George W. Brayfield of Denver, 
representative of the International 
union, and Paul M. Peterson, presi- 
dent of the State Labor Federation, 
| handled the drive. 
| Request for a charter will be made 
some time next week.  Brayfield 
also will make a tour of state to en- 
roll employes. 


‘SWARTHOUT, BOLES IN 
‘MADAME BUTTERFLY’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Gladys Swarthout and John Boles 
have been set as the singing leads 
in ‘Madame Butterfly’ at Paramount. 
Benjamin Glazer will produce but 
the director has not been selected. 

Writers will be put to work im- 
mediately to work up a script from 
the John Luther Long story, the 
David Belasco play and Giacomo 
Puccini's operas. 























Joan Davis Better 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Recovered from a_ back injury 
suffered during filming of ‘Sing and 
Be Happy, Joan Davis has been 
given a dancing role at 20th-Fox in 
the filmusical, ‘You Can't Have 
Everything.’ 

She will do a comic routine with 
| the Ritz Bros. 


MENJOU’S U CHORE 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Adoiphe Menjou has been set in 
Universal's ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 
He will play the father of Deanna 





Harriet Hilliard Draws 
Lead in RKO’s ‘Latchkey’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Harriet Hilliard has the lead op- 
posite Gene Raymond in RKO’'s 
“Three on a Latchkey,’ which Wil- 
liam Seiter will direct. 

Other cast additions include Joe 
Penner, Victor Moore, Helen Brod- 
erick, Parkyakarkas, Eric Blore and 
Erik Rhodes, 





SALES CONV. 
IN L. A. 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Eighth film company to designate 
Los Angeles for its annual sales con- 
vention this year is Republic, which 
opens a, three-day session June 1. 
Other sales powwows set for here 
follow: Metro, May 2-6; Grand Na- 
tional, May 16-19; 20th-Fox, May 31- 
June 3; RKO, June 7-10; Gaumont- 





British (western div), June 7-9; 
Paramount, June 10-13; Universal, 
June 17-22. 


Columbia have. now been set. 

After two weeks of product con- 
ferences here with Charles R. 
Rogers, James R. Grainger, Univer- 
sal sales chief, trained to New York 
to return in two weeks, prior to U's 
annual sales convention. Grainger 


cord on U’s production plans for the 
new season. 

Ed Peskay, general sales chief, and 
Ed Finney, in charge of advertising- 


tures, are here to complete arrange- 
ments for GN’s annual sales conven- 
tion, opening May 16. 


14-Car Special for 247 
MGMites’ First Coast 
Conv. in 10 Yrs.; May 2 


Special 14-car train to pick up 247 
members of first Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer convention to be held on 
Coast in 10 years, will leave N. Y. 
Thursday (29) and 








first day of confab. 
Convention is in hands of J. F. 
McCloud and all home office execu- 
tives, foreign representatives, sales- 
men and head booker and office 
manager from each branch will at- 
tend. Among those listed are Col. 
Ed Schiller, Joe Vogel, Tom Connors, 
L. K. Sidney, William R. Ferguson, 
Al Lichtman, William F. Rogers and 
E. M. Saunders. 

Metro is sending all of its field 


vention. It’s the first time Metro 
has herded up its hinierland hurrah- 
ers and cuffed ’em to such a set-to. 
Incidentally, an all-time high num- 
ber of p.a.’s are now waving the 
Metro banner, there being at present 
count 35 dotted throughout the coun- 
try. From N. Y. GHQ have gone 
also Howard Dietz, Herb Morgan, Si 
Seadler and Eddie Carrier. 


Selznick, March Talk 
Deal on ‘Star’ Encore 


Hollyweod, April 27. 

David O. Selznick is talking with 
Fredric March regarding 
film. 

Negotiations result from ‘A Star Is 
Born,’ United Artists in N. Y. wiring 
Selznick, asking for more pictures 
with March in light comedy roles. 


Young on ‘52d St.’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 

| Walter Wanger has signed Harold 
Young to direct forthcoming nitery 
opus ‘52d Street.’ 

Newly signatured boss hopped east 
April 26, accompanied 
Dare, dancé director, to pick up boite 
belt atmosphere. 

Ella Logan has been signatured for 
same pic. 














PHYLLIS BROOKS LAUNCHED 
Hollywood, April 27. 


her Warner contract will be the 
ingenue part in ‘Armored Taxi,’ 
featuring Robert Kent and Rochelle 
Hudson. 

Miss Brooks, signatured to a term 
contract while appearing in the 
Broadway legit, ‘Stage Door,’ ar- 





‘Durbin. 





rived on the Coast week ago. 


REPUBLIC NO. 8 


0th-For’s World-Wide 
Org. Will Attend Sales 
Conv. in L. A. May 31 


Because 20th Century-Fox theatre 
holding corporations and _ subsidia- 
ries, aS well as the overseas organ- 
ization, Educational Pictures and 
Fox newsreel will be represented, 
the annual sales confab in Los An- 
geles, starting May 31, will be at- 
tended by almost twice as many 
delegates as were at the Chicago 
convention last year. Meeting not 
only will have largest delegation of 
salesmen but also will have every 
unit together at the Coast meeting 
for the first time. 

Sidney R. Kent, Felix Jenkins, W. 
C. Michel, Sidney Towell and Spyros 
Skouras will head the home office 
delegation while Coast execs will in- 
clude Joseph M. Schenck, Darryl 
Zanuck, William Goetz, Col. Jason 
Joy and Sol M. Wurtzel. Delegates 
will come from Australia, Far East 
and parts of South America and 
Central America. 








All major conventions excepting | 


publicity for Grand National Pic- | 


have delegates | 
in Los Angeles on morning of May 2. 


p.a.’s to company’s annual sales con- | 


another | 


by Danny | 


First role for Phyllis Brooks under | 


Special train pulls out of Grand 
Central at noon May 26, reaching 
L. A. May 30. Business sessions con- 
tinue for four days. 





Paris, April 27. 
Annual sales meeting of British 
|and European units of 20th Century- 
Fox opens here tomorrow (28) with 
Sidney R. Kent, president, in at- 
| tendance and principal speaker at 
| Friday’s session and the banquet 
| Saturday night. F. L. Harley, man- 
| aging director for British Isles, and 


| 
| 


and Rogers are reported in full ac- | Ben Miggins, sales chief for Europe, 


| will preside at divisional sessions 
while joint meetings will be directed 
by Walter Hutchinson, foreign sales 
| boss. 
Production side of 20th-Fox op- 
erations will be given by Col. Jason 
| Joy, who is to bring a personal mes- 
| sage from Darryl F. Zanuck. British 
| producing subsid, New World Pic- 
| tures, Ltd., will be represented by 
| Robert T. Kane. Miggins will head 
j; the Paris delegation while R. A. 
|Kreier heads the group from the 
| Berlin office. Spain will be rep- 
resented by E. F. Lomba. 

G. Joffe will appear in behalf of 
the Baltic States, while Near East 
branch managers scheduled to at- 
tend include L. Giordiano, Alex- 
|} andria; H. Gabbay, Bagdad; L. Lou- 
| loudopoulo, Sofia, and R. Nowotny, 
Istanbul. 





| London, April 27. 

Sidney Kent and Bob Kane left 
| here yesterday (26) to attend the 
| 20th-Fox convention in Paris. 


Warnerites Head East 
For Sales Meet May 10 


Hollywood, April 27. 
| Jack L. Warner sailed Sunday for 
,New York, via the canal, to attend 
the annual Warner sales convention 
opening May 10 at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

Edward Selzer, studio publicity 
| head, trains from here (30) for a 
week of preliminary confabs with S. 
|Charles Einfeld and Gradwell Sears 
before conference opens. 
| (Jack) Brower, western district sales 
| manager for company, is already in 
_ New York, with W. E. Calloway, Los 
Angeles branch manager and local 
salesman, pulling out around May 5 
for the confab. 


Put Up Your Dukes 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Screen play for ‘Fight for Your 

Lady’ at RKO will be prepared by 

Gertrude Purcell. 

| Al Lewis will produce, with Her- 
bert Marshall in top spot. 














Dennie Moore Starts 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Dennie Moore, comedienne in 
‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ current New 
York musical, is flying to the Coast 
; this week to start her Paramount 
| ticket. 
She gets a featured role in ‘Angel.’ 





‘Stranger’ for Kenton 


Hollywood, April 27. 
' Erle C. Kenton will direct ‘Stran- 
ger Than Fiction’ for B. P. Schul- 
berg. 

Production starts May 15. 





Kohn Fixes ‘Gentleman’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Ben Grauman Kohn is scripting 
‘Synthetic Gentleman,’ from a novel 
by Channing Pollock. 





Trem Carr will produce for Uni- 


versal release. 





N. H. | 


——=2 


OF BEST AD 
STUFF 


Selections of best advertising and 
exploitation efforts of the Various 
film distributors are on exhibition 
this week under auspices of the As. 





on the second floor of Loew’s State 
theatre building. Prizes for the out- 
standing examples of ballyhoo wi}] 
be awarded at the annual AMPA 
dinner to be held on Saturday (1) 
at the Hotel New Yorker. 

Vincent Trotta, of Paramount's art 
department, and Hap Hadley head 
the committee on the exhibition, 
which is the best display of assem- 
bled industry advertising that has 
been shown since the awards were 
established. Display is free and open 
from noon to 8 p.m. daily, boys from 
the various advertising departments 
alternating as greeters. 

Metro leads in the quantity of 
posters, lobby displays, and special 
stunts on exhibit. RKO-Radio dis- 
plays the Leon Bamberger direct- 
by-mail pieces, which won a nation- 
al award recently among mail order 
houses in Chicago. Paramount, Uni- 
versal and Warner Bros. show some 
of the season's best 24-sheet posters 
which are rigged on wires for easy 
handling. Columbia has concentrated 
on the exploitation material assem- 
bled for ‘The Lost Horizon.’ 

Committee on selection of the best 
advertisement to the public consists 
of H. B. LaQuatte, president, New 
York Advertising Club; Henry R., 
Luce, Time, Life and Fortune; J. P. 
Cunningham, of Newell-Emmett Co.; 
Karl Egge, advertising manager of 
Bloomingdale’s; G. C.  Bacheller, 
Frank Presbrey Co.; Howard Black, 
Life; Lester Thompson, Hays office; 
and Fulton Oursler, Liberty. 

Exhibition will continue 
Saturday (1). 


Major Studios’ Kick 
Causes H’wood C.C. 
To Drep Talent Hunt 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Opposition from the major film 
studios has caused the Hollywood 
junior chamber of commerce to 
abandon its proposed national pic- 
ture talent hunt in connection with 
a Mardi Gras. 

Studios reneged on idea to offer 
film tests and contracts to contest 
winners after Hollywood finals in the 
Fall. Indies would go for plan, but 
C. of C. killed the idea. 


Goldstein Back am Rep. 


Hollywood, Apri! 27. 
E. H. Goldstein, general studio 
manager at Republic, trained in 
after brief stay in New York. He 
was accompanied west by Al Adams, 
eastern publicity director, whose 
trip is for studio contact purposes. 
Republic does not contemplate 
establishing Coast studio publicity 
offices, Goldstein said, to take place 
of that dropped several weeks ago. 
J. J. Milstein, company’s general 
sales manager, is returning east in 
couple of days, after spending week 
here conferring with Prexy H. J 
Yates on forthcoming product. 


until 








‘Angle’s’ In and Out 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Craig Reynolds goes in ‘Angle 
Shooter’ at Warners, replacing Dick 
Purcell, who bowed out. 
Purcell will do a personal appea!- 
ance in San Francisco before going 
into studio’s ‘Alcatraz.’ 


CLARA BOW’S PERSONAL 
Denver, April 26. 
Rex Bell and Clara Bow af 
booked for early appearances at the 
Center theatre here, as is Polly 
Moran. 
Dates still open, to be set later. 





| Nick Grinde Loaned Rep. 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Nick 


Republic has borrowed ! 
Grinde from Warners to direct “The 
Reluctant Bachelor.’ 

Film, with Colbert Clark supe! 


vising, will go before the cameras 
within a short time. 





AMPA. DISPLAY 
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Now It’s Diagonal 


As Compromise Between A.FL. 


and C.L0.; Pix Biz the Guinea Pig? 


| Walkout Threatened If Ne- 





+ 


Washington, April 27. 


Signs point to Hugh Johnson being 
set up as a strong man with the big 
stick to settle disputes between 
capital and labor. Both factions are 
believed here to be flirting with the 
former NRA top official. Whether 
or not he would be vested with any 
such authority as he possessed under 
the old code workings remains to be 
seen, but recent indications point to 
his being named as possible peace- 
maker in present difficulties. 

If placed in this spot, he also 
would serve as arbiter of disagree- 
ments between the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the CIO. 

In some quarters of the national 
capital, a new type of unionism— 
diagonal unionism—as differentiated 
from existing horizontal and vertical 
types of union organization, is pic- 
tured as looming. This would be a 
compromise between the two ex- 
tremes, details of which would have 
to be effected through compromise 
moves between the William Green 
and John L. Lewis forces. 

The picture industry probably will 
be the experimental grounds for 
such compromise solutions. The rea- 
son is that craft unions now pre- 
dominate in the film business, but 
the CIO is now striving to get some 
sort of foothold with its vertical 
unionism. 

Should the diagonal type of union- 
ism be made an actuality, leaders 
here believe it would represent a 
remarkable piece of progress. 

Enthusiasm for Johnson is based 
on belief that he would be impar- 
tial both to labor and capital. In 
his dealings under the NRA, the 
unions looked on him as their cham- 
pion. Subsequent to the folding of 
the Blue Eagle set-up, captains of 
industry have been inclined to view 
him as reverting more toward the 
other side of the fence. Hence, he 
has supporters in both camps. 


FRED STONE CHECKS 
IN AT RKO THIS WK. 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Fred Stone, after six months on 
the sick list, goes back on the RKO 
lot Thursday (29) in ‘House in the 
Country’ with Helen Broderick. 

Stone visited the lot last week for 
the first time since he knocked him- 
self out doing his old vaude act for 
the Victorville Rodeo last fall. 

Cliff Reid is producing ‘House.’ 











Lombard’s ‘Confession’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 
_ ‘True Confession,’ from an original 
in French, will be Carole Lombard’s 
next starring vehicle at Paramount. 
‘Albert Lewin will produce. 

Lewin also is currently preparing 
for immediate camera work on 
Gettysburg,’ which C. Gardner Sulli- 
van is adapting, with Clifford Odets 
doing the screenplay and dialog. 

Wesley Ruggles will direct ‘Con- 


fession. Claude Binyon currently is 
Scripting, 








Sedgwick’s Quartet 


Unionization 








That’s 1 Slant on It 





Hollywood, April 27. 

Figuring that a Hollywood 
studio at its maddest would be 
a life of peace and quiet com- 
pared to what she went through 
as the bride of late Congress- 
man Marion A. Zioncheck, | 
Rubye Nix Zioncheck is in 
town being tested for parts, 

Selznick’s studio is giving her 
a serious once-over. She is 
known to the public but a new 
face in pictures. 


20TH KEEPING GYPSY | 
ROSE UNDER WRAPS, 


| 














Hollywood, April 27. 

20th Century-Fox is keeping 
Gypsy Rose Lee and publicity con- 
cerning her strictly under wraps | 
following vigorous beefs from the | 
Legion of Decency to the Hays office. | 
Reformers had also protested sign- } 
ing of the stripper by the film com- | 
pany. | 

All press matter going out now | 
says she will not undress in her next 
picture. Nix has also been issued on 
any undraped posing for stills. 


TRIO HURT EN ROUTE 
TO PAR PIC LOCATION 


| 











Hollywood, April 27. 

Edward Everett Horton, Lucien 
Littlefield and Esther Dale suffered 
minor hurts today in an automobile | 
accident. While travelling to loca- | 
tion for Paramount's ‘Wild Honey,’ 
car jumped an embankment near | 
Arrowhead Springs and crashed into 
a tree. 





Trio suffered only cuts and bruises 
when they were thrown clear of the | 
car. 





| 
Heavy Taient Splurge | 
For WB’s ‘First Lady’, 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Walter Connolly has been bor- | 
rowed from Columbia by Warners 
for supporting spot in its Kay Fran- 
cis starrer, ‘First Lady.’ Warners is 
building strong supporting cast for 
the film. 
Already set are Victor Jory, 
Louise Fazenda and Veree Teasdale. 


Add: ‘Wind’ Tests | 
Atlanta, April 27. | 
Tom Douglas, Selznick Interna- | 
tional talent scout, has selected Jack | 
Clay, former Atlanta high school | 
football star and now a senior at | 
Vanderbilt University, for a screen 
test for ‘Gone With the Wind.’ Lad 
studied dramatics while in school 
here. 
Another Dixie girl, Emily Annette 
Miller, of Newton, Ga. having 
missed the Atlanta auditions, used 
the long distance wires to New Or- 
leans and talked John Darrow, 
George Cukor’s aide, into promising 
her a hearing in N. Y. 








1 











Flynn the ‘Perfect Gent’ 





Hollywood, April 27. 
Edward Sedgwick has been signed 


to direct four more pictures starring | 


oe E. Brown for David Loew. 

Comic has one more film to deliver 
for current RKO release and three 
more to go over to the new year. 





Hopkins’ RKO Finale 

Hollywood, April 27. 
Miriam Hopkins, who has a two- 
Picture deal with RKO, will wind 
up the contract by playing the top 
role in ‘She Married for Money.’ 
Cliff Reid will produce and Dud- 
€y Nichols will write the script. 


Hollywood, April 27. 

First Warner assignment for Errol 
|Flynn, following his return from 
abroad, will be top spot in ‘The Per- 
fect Gentleman.’ 

Edward Everett Horton has been 
set in top comedy role, Michael Cur- 
tiz directing. 


Two More ‘Chans’ 


April 27. 


spe 





| John Stone has two more Charlie 
Chans in preparation at 20th-Fox. 

‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ is 
‘Yeing scripted by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan, and harlie Chan at 
College’ follows. 





_PICTURES 








"STRIKE 


CREEN GUIL 
MAKES DEMANDS 





gotiations Collapse—Fed- 
erated Crafts Takes 
16 Studio Groups—Paint- 
ers Demand Separate 
Agreement 





CASEY SWAMPED 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Demand for immediate action or 
a walkout was voiced by 700 mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers 
at a meeting April 24. Restraint 
was asked by leaders until after 
meeting with Pat Casey today 
(April 27). 

Studio Utility Employees voted 
to strike at a meeting held on 
April 25, but date of the walkout 
was deferred until meeting this 
week with the IATSE to settle job 
dispute. Membership of 900 signed 
pledges not to affiliate with any 
other organization. 


Joseph Marshall, international 
prez of Hod Carriers, Builders and 
Common Laborers of America, 





List Demands 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Kenneth Thomson on behalf 
of the Screen Actors’ Guild 
huddled for three hours with 
Pat Casey, studio producers’ 
labor contact, and presented 
the SAG’s demands. Casey said 
he, in turn, would present them 
to his employers, the producers, 
at a meeting either Friday or 
next Monday. 

Later on, tonight (Tuesday) 
Charles Lessing, representing 
the Federated Motion Picture 
Crufts, likewise presented his 
demands and Casey told him 
the same thing. Lessing's Paint- 
ers, Paper Hangers and Decora- 
tors’ Union wants recognition 
or else, and while the studios 
state that the other IATSE 
crafts would step in and assist 
them in event of emergency, 
again they will take it up at 
the future meeting. 

As for the actors, Thomson 
wants recognition of the Screen 
Actors’ Guild (which, from 
present outlook, may not be ac- 
corded); upped wages for ex- 
tras and bit players; notifica- 
tion a full day in advance when 
such will be wanted for use on 
the morrow; curbing of as- 
sistant directors, to whom nep- 
otism and favoritism is charged; 
modification of the Central Cast- 
ing Corp. 

Thomson emphasized that the 
SAG has no grievances so far 
as the higher-bracketed player 
is concerned, but that the body 
is more interested in the day 
worker, the bit player and the 
extra. 














said he would import pickets from 
the building trades throughout the 
country for strike duty if the 
IATSE continued its raid on SUE 
membership. Negotiations of pro- 
ducers with leaders of the unrec- 
ognized studio crafts has been set 
for today (Tuesday). 


Fight of film labor crafts, led by | 


Studio Painters and Screen Actors 
Guild, to force producer recognition, 
reached a erisis last week with 


formation of Federated Motion Pic- | 
| ture Crafts, 


filing of protests with 
National Labor Relations Board, and 
discussion of strike votes if nego- 
tiations fail. 

Sixteen organizations outside the 
producer-libor basic agreement are 
aligned with the new FMPC, includ- 
ing actors, painters, makeup artists, 
scenie artists. costumers, etc. Con- 
sti.ution and by-laws, drawn up un- 
der supervision of Charles Lessing, 


In 


VARIETY g 

















* 
What the Nazis Want 
Berlin, April 18. 
As a result of the various 
rumors in the foreign press, 


especially those supposed to be 
anti-Teutonic, the German 
papers have expressed the wish 
that Marlene Dietrich say ‘yes’ 





or ‘no’ to the query that she is 
or is not taking on any more 
offers from either Berlin or 


Vienna. 
They add tnat it is high time 
to pick her spot and stay there. 


CAMPAIGNING FOR 
1007, FILM LAB UNION 


Obtaining recognition and _ con- 
tracts from Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries, whose laboratory is at Fort 
Lee, N. J., and from De Luxe Lab- 
oratories in New York, Film Tech- 
nicians, Local 669, is now taking up 
discussions with several minor labs 
in the New York area with a view 
to unionizing lab workers 100%. 
These minor labs number less than 
, 150 workers. 


The Warner Bros. lab, which 
prints for that company in New 
York, although WB also has a lab on 
| the Coast, and the Paramount News 
laboratory have recognized the Film 
'Technicians* union all along and, 
being producer-owned, come under 
|} the studio basic agreement the 
Coast. 














on 


Sten’s GN Retake 


| 
| Hollywood, April 27. 
| Anna Sten, Sam Goldwyn’s co- 
|lossal collapse in ‘Nana,’ is back in 
Hollywood for a re-take. Grand Na- 
tional has signed Leonard Levinson 
to write an original for the former 
Russian star. 

Dr. Eugene Francke, her husband, 
to direct it. 





have been approved by executive 
committee and now go to individual 
cra*ts for membership § approval. 
Several already have placed their 
okay on document. 

Each member of FMPC will seek 
to negotiate a separate agreement 
with producers, but will ask col- 
lective recognition of the federation. 
Each organization will have three 
delegates to FMPC, of which one 
must be a business representative 
of the organization. On vital ques- 
tions, however, vote will be appor- 
tioned among crafts on per capita 
basis according to membership. This 
would give Screen Actors Guild a 
voting majority, but after so many 
votes have been allotted, number to 
larger organizations will be cut 
down to protect small crafts. 

Most of the organizations have al- 
ready asked producers to open ne- 
gotiations under provisions of Wag- 
ner Labor law with a view to recog- 
nition and adoption of working con- 
tracts. Lessing is certain to head new 
| organizations, his employment hav- 
ing already been approved by many 
of the organizations. 

FMPC will ask for a union 
| instead of a closed shop. Lessing ex- 
| plained this would be a protection 
for the producers, as no worker 
would be barred if he has union 
card, but policy would prevent 
competent help being forced on 
dios. 


shop 





tu- 


Painters’ Strike Threat 
Brotherhood of Painters Dec- 
orators and Paperhangers of Amer- 
ica has already voted to strike if 
leaders are unable to negotiate a 


| separate agreement with producers, 

Painters refused to enter basic 
agreement because they could not 
include makeup artists, hair dress- 
ers and scenic artists, who are af- 
filiated with their international. 


Producers at recent meeting 
(Continued on page 55) 








| 


| Spy’ 
in- 


The okay placed on the Wagner 
Labor Relations law by the Supreme 
Court makes some sort of revived 
NRA all the more essential for the 
industry in the opinion of trade 
chieftains. They believe that it will 
be only a question of time before 
some such revival of the Blue Bird 
code operation will be put up for 
consideration in Washington, with 
the likelihood that film business ex- 
ecutives individually will favor the 
proposal. 

Slant that veteran leaders in trade 
organizations take is that some form 
of self-regulation and unified front 
is essential with labor units given 
such full scope under the Wagner 
law. They feel now that labor is 
organized by. industries, and that 
unless the picture business also is 
organized, along the lines of the old 
NRA, labor may get an upper hand. 

Official active in the old Blue 
Eagle code administration affairs 
point to the fact that the industry, 
under the NRA,, had no trouble with 
labor. 





Lowe, Due Back Sai 
Europe, Will Be Exam. 
In Tashman Kin Suit 


Edmund Lowe must submit to ex- 


|}amination before trial in the action 


brought against him in N. Y. su- 
preme court by relatives of the late 
Lilyan Tashman, Lowe’s wife, who 
are seeking jewelry and furs esti- 
mated’ worth $120,000 which they 
claim the dead actress left. Justice 
Julius Miller, on motion of the plain- 
tiffs, signed an order Thursday (22) 
ordering Lowe to appear for .ques- 
tioning in June, when he is due to 
return from Eurone. 

The sisters of Miss Tashman, 
Jennie Robinson and Hattie Blumen- 
son, allege Lowe promised to turn 
over to them all the jewelry, furs 
and other personal effects their sis- 
ter possessed in New York at the 
time of her death, if they would 
waive any further rights to her es- 
tate. They agreed and Lowe sur- 
rendered jewelry valued at only 
$3,250. They allege Lowe held out 
on them on effects worth consider- 
ably more and for which they are 
now suing. 


Lasky Holds Off ‘Revels,’ 
Martini Pic Goes First 


Hollywood, April 27 

Story trouble has caused Jesse L. 
Lasky to sidetrack ‘Radio City 
Revels’ until after he completes ‘Mu- 
sic for Madame,’ Nino Martini film. 
Latter will go into production latter 
part of May. 

John Blystone, who was to have 
directed ‘Revels,’ is negotiating for 
a job at Paramount. 

‘Curtain Call, original by Howard 
J. Green, will be produced for RKO 
by Jesse L. Lasky. 

Joan Fontaine has a lead role. 





Holiy wood, Aprii 27. 
Darryl Zanuck has yanked ‘Lancer 
from immediate production 


plans. Gregory Ratoff was to direct 


| film which was de-skedded one day 


before starting date. 

Story now goes back for extensive 
rewrite with possibility of getting a 
steeper production budget after re- 
visions. 





ra 


Stanwyck’s RKO ‘Love’ 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Barbara Stanwyck has been spot- 


ted by RKO to top the cast of ‘A 
Love Like That.’ 
Edward Kaufman will produce 


with Al Santell directing. 


Now That Labor Seems So Well 


~ Organized, Pix Execs Favor Anew 
Some Sort of NRA for Protection 
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tar Is Born’ Clicks Off $28,000 
As Solo: ‘Call It Day’ $13,000 Fair 


In Drab L. 





A.; Pan-RKO Blah 





- 
Los Angeles, April 27. | 
Trade in the 12 first runs here 
which have been known in the past | 
to gross in excess of $100,000 on a} 


week, is approximately 20% below 
that figure on the current week, 
with less than half of the houses 


showing profitable takes. Couple of 
spots are outstanding, among them the 
Paramount, where ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ 
in its third week is holding excep- 
tionally strong, and on three stanzas 
will top previous high mark for 
three weeks run set by Par’s ‘Big 
Broadcast’ last October, by better 
than $5,000. 

Another solo bill, ‘A Star Is Born,’ 
will grab in excess of $28,000 at the 
day-date State and Chinese, while 
Metro’s ‘The Good Earth,’ winding 
up 12% weeks at Carthay Circle, hit 
a good clip on final three days, 
with indications it could have stuck 
another stanza or two. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
$3-1.10-1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(13th-final week). Winding up run 
with a smash $14,000 on fina! ten 
days, opus brought plenty profit | 
through garnering $151,200 on en- | 
gagement. Twelfth week jumped to 
$8,500, better than expected. ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ (MG) opens on 
two-a-day run May 12. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Star Is Born’ (U. A.). Solo 
bill again demonstrating that Holly- 
wood mob will patronize the better 
grade of pics, so should grab sweet 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
(20th), fair $9,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (FN) dual. Hitting for 
fair enough $6,000 for this brace of 
light screen fare. Last week, 
‘Marked Woman’ (FN) built. to 
strong finish for neat $9,400. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (7th 
week). Trade holding up exception- 
ally well. Sixth week plenty profit- 
able at $6,506. Should run another 
three weeks at least. : 

Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (FN) dual. Generaily 
pleasing. dual, bringing good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ (FN), 
smash $10,000, which plenty lucra- 
tive. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35 
40)—‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and 
‘Navy Spy’ (GN) dual and vaude- 
ville. Gus Van, vet vaudevillian, is 
topping stage show and helping a 
little, but best in sight is just fair 
$6,500. Last week dual second runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
‘93% Hours Leave’ (GN) and ‘Girl 
Loves Boy’ (GN) dual Brutal biz 
with take lowest in months as wit- 
ness possible $3,000 on six days. Last 
week, second stanza for ‘Top of 
Town’ (U) and ‘California Straight 
Ahead,’ fair $4,600 for holdover. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55 —‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 
stage show (3rd week). Smashing 
all records on straight pic draw, 
Bing Crosby opus piling up nifty 
$14,000 on third stanza. Second 
week hit over $19,000, plenty profit- 
able. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55 )—23 14 
Hours Leave’ (GN) and ‘Girl Loves 
Boy’ (GN) dual. Lowest gross 
house has had in several years, with 
slim $3,500 for six days. Last week, 
‘Top of Town’ (U) and ‘California 











Straight Ahead’ (U), holdover, oke | 


$5,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-75) —‘A Star Is Born’ (UA). A 
smart $15,500, demonstrating solo 
bills oke in first runs if picture war- 
rants. Last week, ‘Personal Property’ 


(MG) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
$12,800, oke. 
United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 


30-40-55 )}—‘Personal Property’ (MG) 
‘and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) dual. 
Moveover of this pair not profitable 
at $3,000. Last week, ‘History Made 
Night’ (UA) and ‘Espionage’ (MG) 
fared little better at $3,300. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55- 


| (20th). 


| ‘Woman Wise’ (20th) and ‘Crime No- | 
| body Saw’ (Par). Running along to | 





$15,000. Last week, ‘Seventh Heaven’ | 

Dropped sharply and ended 

with fair $12,600. 
Century (Shea) 


(3,400; 25-35 )— 


nice business. Indicates good $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Espionage’ (MG) and | 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). Held up | 
especially well, for fine $8,300. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Woman I Love’ (RKO). Only 
average. Probably around $7,500. | 
Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ (WB). | 


Caught on nicely and built to nearly | 
$12,000, fine. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) —| 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Plot | 
Thickens’ (RKO). Looks like an- | 
other low week at around $5,000. | 
Last week, ‘Outcast’ (Par) and ‘Off | 
to Races’ (20th). Poorest gross in 2 
month, $4,700. | 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)—'I 
Promise to Pay’ (Col) and ‘Let’s Get 
Married’ (Col). Doing all right at 
around $8,000. Last week, ‘Top of 
Town’ (U). Nice business. Bettered | 
$9,000 


BALTO B.0.BLAH, 
BETTE DAVIS 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 30 


Astor—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(14th wk). 
Capitol—‘Night Must Fall’ 


(MG) (29). 
Central—That I May Live’ 
(20th) (1). 
Criterion—‘Thunder 
City’ (Col) (2d wk). 


in the 


Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(9th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Star Is Born’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Swing High, 


Swing Low’ (Par) (3d wk). 


Rialto—‘Outcast of Poker 
Flat’ (RKO) (26). 
Rivoli — ‘Cafe Metropole’ 


(20th) (28). 

Roxy—‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) (4th wk). 

Week of May 7 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (11). 

Capitol—‘They Gave Him a 
Gun’ (MG) (6). 

Criterion—‘Make Way for To- 


morrow’ (Par) (5). 
Glebe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(10th wk). 
Music Hall — ‘Shall We 
Dance?’ (RKO) (6). 
Paramount — ‘Internes Can’t 


Take Money’ (Par) (5). 
Rialto—‘Way Out West’ (MG) 
(3). 
Rivoli — ‘Cafe 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Roxy—'Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 
Strand—‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB) (5). 


Metropole’ 








STRONGS10,300 sca 


| at big $31,000. Last week very good 

$28.500 
| Money’ (Par) and Roger Pryor band 
i unit on stage. 





Baltimore, April 27. | 
Unexplainable slump in biz hit 


rain over weekend not 


either. 
tures a lifesaver. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s) (3,000; 15-25-35- | 
40-55)—‘History Made at Night’ | 
(UA). Not much at all, a halting | 
$6,800. Last week ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG) dropped way off to a/| 
disappointing $9,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300: | 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—“We’re on Jury’ | 
(RKO) plus Jan Garber’s orchestra | 
on stage. Not so much at $11,000. | 
Last week ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) | 
after cashing in on strong exploita- | 
tion to good opening dropped some | 
to $11,700. 

Maryland (McLaughlin) (1.570: 55- 
83-1.10-1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(2d wk). Good reception from crix 
holdiag it for a second week. First 
week, fair $7,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.500: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Waikiki sae 

| 
| 


| 
} 


| 


(Col). | 


(Par) (2d wk). Swell going, wang- 
ing out hey-hey $13,000 for first 
stanza and holding up nicely. 


New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Getting good play, but 
no daytime trade, still, showing am- 
ple profit for this house with $9,300 
for first week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,400; 15-25-35-40- | 
55)—‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Criti- | 
cal raves and a very strong night | 
biz utilizing big capacity with ex- | 
cellent $10,300. Last week ‘Call It 
|'a Day’ (WB) cashed in on strong 
| Hearst papers support to $7,400. 

















-WINCHELL AND BERNIE © 
AWAKEN HUB, $31,000 


Boston, Apri! 27. 

Hot spot this week is the Met, | 
where ‘Wake Up and Live’ is filming. 
with stage show. ‘Personal Prop- | 
erty’ and ‘Devil’s Playground.’ dual, 
hold over at the Orph and State. 
| ‘Woman I Love’ on double bill is also 
very good at the Memorial. 
| Keith Boston goes into dual bills 








65)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) and | for summer season Thursday (29). 


‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) dual. An- 
other moveover but hitting below 
average for fair $6,500. Last week. 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) 





WAKE UP’ ONLY FAIR 


AT $15,000, BUFFALO 





Buffalo, April 27. 

General level of business Is ap- 
preaching normal this week, with 
sub-average indications in 
two spots. Rainy weekend whittled 
returns further. 

E-timates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.600; 30-40-55)- 

‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Good 


notices, but looks to do only. around | 75)—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and , Traveling along at good pace, $1,500 | $9,000. 


and 
‘Espionage’ (MG), satisfactory $6,300. 


one or {| ‘Have Our Moments’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000: 35-55-75 )— 
‘Breezing Home’ (U) and stage show. 
Okay $20,000 indicated for final week 
of vaude. Last week ‘Make Wavy for 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Slums of Paris’ 
stage unit okay, $19,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400: 25-35-40- 


50)—‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) and 
| ‘Melody for 2’ (WB), dual. N.s.h. 
| $5,000. Last week $6,000 for ‘King 


and Chorus Girl’ (WB) doubled with 
‘Husband Lies’ (Par), not up to ex- 
|; pectations. 

+ Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 25- 
| 40-55)—*Woman I Love’ (RKO) and 
(U). dou'dsie. 
Verv attractive $20,060. Nine days 
| of ‘History Made at Night’ (UA) and 
‘Love Is Young’ (U), okay 
last week. 


Metropolitan «(M&P) (4.300: 35-55- 








500 


so9 


| 50 )—‘Personal 
here early last week and deluge of | ‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) (2d wk). 
helping | Dual 


Extra strong line-up of pic- | ream oP sicage second week pacing 


55)—King of Gamblers’ (Par) and 


| show 


|running along well above average. 


Packing ’em in, aiming 


for ‘Internes 


Can’t Take 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
Property’ (MG) and 


held over after rich $18,000 





Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 


‘Melody for 2’ (WB), dual. Just 
marking time, $7,000. Last week 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 


‘Husband Lies’ 
$7,500. 
Shubert (Col) (1,590; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) road- 
(2d wk). Skidding slightly. 
Last week $10,500. 
State (Loew) (3,300: 25-35-40-50)— 


‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Devil’s | 
(2d wk). | 


Playground’ (Col), dual 
Second frame lining up about 
$12,000, very good, after big $15,000 
first week. 


A Good $2 Bet Is 
Of Greater Interest 
Right Now in L’ville 


Louisville, April 27. 

First rate lineup of pics this week, 
and biz o.k. However, with fast ap- 
proach of racing season, and burg’s 
De.-by Day, an annual holiday spree, 
natives are more interested in a 
good $2 bet than the current films. 

‘Wake Up and Live’ should easily 
lead the town at the Rialto. ‘Hit 
Parade’ and ‘Killer at Large’ at State 








‘Plough and Stars’ at the Strand not 
so forte. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave. -Loew’s) 
(1,500; 44-66-$1.00-$1.45) -— ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG). Biz proving okay, al- 


though shove off not up to expecta- 
tions. Last week ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and ‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN), 
dual, fair $2,000, considering it was 
‘Waikiki’s third downtown week. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25-40) 

‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th), dual, splitting with ‘More 
Than Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Wings 
|of Morning’ (20th), dual. Fair draw 
| at $2,100. Last week ‘Stolen Holiday’ 
|(FN) and ‘Great Guy’ (GN), dual, 
and ‘Woman Wise’ (20th), dual, ex- 
cellent $2,500, 


(Par), double, so-so | 
| poor week at $1,900. 


Reissue of ‘No Man’ Knocks Pitt 





in sight. Last week ‘Bride Comes 
Home’ (Par) and ‘Big Brown Eyes’ 
(Par), dual, splitting with ‘Rose of 
Rancho’ (Par) and ‘Woman Trap’ 
(Par), dual, okay at $1,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
March of Time. Biz consistently bet- 
ter at this house, and current stanza 
looks like another socko $9,500. Last 
week ‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par) and ‘Husband Lies’ (Par), 
dual, okay $5,400. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and 
‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO), dual. 
First pic rated well by cricks, but 
trade light in spite of recommenda- 
tions. Will land around $3,400, weak. 
Last week ‘Top of Town’ (U), fin- 
ished with fine $6,500, 


SF. UPS ADMISH, 
MUNI-HOPKINS 
STRONG 156 





San Francisco, April 27. 

Four of the first runs on Market 
Street tilted admissions 5c. afternoon 
and 15c. evenings this week. Her- 
man Cohen is the only operator on 
Market street who is not joining 
other first run exhibs in boosting 
prices at this time. Although there 
was some talk about Cohen’s UA 
falling into line with the opening of 
‘A Star Is Born,’ April 29, it looks 
as if he will let the 40c. tariff stick 
until this house reopens: in the fall 
after being dark for a month or tw« 
on account of lack of product. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 30-35)— 
‘Transatlantic Merry - Go - Round’ 
(UA) and ‘Call of the Wild’ (UA). 
Inability to get nothing but rejects 
and reissues responsible for this or- 
phan sticking to the old scale. Al- 
though Gable got plenty of front 
page publicity in the dailies, it didn’t 
mean a thing at b. o. Just another 
Last week (2d) 
“Vanishing Gangster (Atlantic) and 
‘Girls for Sale’ (Atlantic) good $1.800. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th) and ‘Song of the 
City’ (MG). Smashing biz should vo 
over $24,000. Swell radio plugs help- 
ing. ‘Song of the City’ was partly 
filmed in San Francisco, with the 
new Golden Gate Bridge prominently 
featured. Fox played this up big. 
with good results. Last week. ‘50 
Roads to Town’ (20th) and “That 
Man’s Here Again’ (WB) surprisingly 
good at $16,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 40-55)— 
‘Good Oak Soak’ (MG) and ‘Doctor’s 
Diary’ (Par). Beery, although bill is 
a little weak to inaugurate the new 
nolicy of higher prices. will come 
through with a fair profit at $13,000. 
Last week, ‘7th Heaven’ (20th) and 
‘Jeeves’ (20th). $8,000 in second week. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 30-35- 
40)—‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) (3d week). 
Playing this combo for two weeks 
in this house after a strong first 
week at the Fox. Will up prices 
here when this bill goes out. Expect 
around $5,000 after a swell $7,000 
last week. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 25- 
40)—‘Fire Over England’ (UA). Eng- 
lish-made pictures are poison here, 
even in this class house. Would like 
to get two weeks out of this one but 
will have to be satisfied with a slim 
take of $5.000 for one frame. Last 
week (4th) ‘History Made at Night’ 
(UA) did $3,500. 

(1.200; 50-75-$1- 


Geary (Lurie) 
$1.50) —‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (9th 
week). Looks like a record breaker 
the way Colman picture is holding 
up. Another $7,000 session looms 
ahead. Last week the same. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 40-55) 
—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville. Paul Muni and Miriam Hop- 
kins mean something in this house 
which gets very few real marquee 
names; a healthy $15,000. Last week, 
‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ (RKO) and 
| vaudeville, $12,660. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 40-55)- 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col), and ‘Cali- 





Loew's State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Killer at 
Large’ (Col), dual. Catching nice 


trade, and headed for okay $6,500. 
Last week ‘Personal Property’ (MG) 
and ‘Parole Racket’ (Col), dual, 
socko $11,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) 


(1,000; 
| 15-25-40) — ‘Call It Day’ 


(WB). 


Paucity of marquee names hurting | 


this one. En route to light $3,260. 
Last week ‘Marked Woman’ (WB), 
nine $3,800 on h. o. stanza. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Anything 
Gces’ (Par) and ‘Poppy’ (Par), dual, 
splitting with ‘Millions in Air’ (Par) 
und ‘Bright Lights’ (FN), dual. 











| fornia Straight Ahead’ (U). Robin- 
| son never meant much in this house. 
New English picture looks disap- 
pointing at $7,500. Some beefs from 
the middle-aged people on the in- 
crease in prices. Last week. ‘Love 
Is Young’ (U) and ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col), $7.500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 40-55)— 
‘Internes Can't Take’ (Par) and ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG). Another unfor- 
tunate choice for the openine bill 
‘at the new price scale of 55c. at 
night. Crix didn’t hand either pic- 
ture anything. Upped admish re- 
sponsible for the anrmrrent]y he-Vhyv 
$13,000. Last @eek, ‘Romeo and Ju- 
liet’ (MG) slipped to miserable 





For a Loop, $8,000, Almost a Record 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 
Brace of surprises has the town 
buzzing this week. First is sensa- 
tional showing of Major Bowes’ unit 
and ‘History Is Made at Night’ at the 
Stanley. Last time here amateurs 
were believed to have reached the 
end of the rope, so nobody expected 

a gross that threatens the records. 
Other wow, and even more amaz- 
ing, is a reissue of ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ at the Fulton. Old Gable- 
Lombard pic of five years ago was 
booked in as a gamble when product 
began to run low and is 


( running 
neck-and-neck with ‘On the Ave- 
nue’ figures. Sticks for a second 


week and may get a third. 

Grave disappointment, however, is 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ at the Penn. De- 
spite every effort in exploitation and 
otherwise to sell it to the masses, 
pic isn’t going anywhere. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2.000; 25-35-40) — 
‘Two Wise Maids’ (Rep) and ‘Time 
Out for Romance’ (20th). Twin bills 
have struck an average level of late. 
‘Maids’ was treated warmly by the 
cricks and is drawing a little extra 
attention. Around $5,000 is looked 
for. Last week ‘Top of Town’ (U), 
Didn’t lose money at $7,100, although 
depressing to the management since 
the musical represented a big ex- 
penditure for advertising and was 
considered virtually certain h.o. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘No Man of Her- Own’ (Par). 
Gable and Lombard made this one 
for Par five years ago, when neither 
was particularly big and the Fulton 
brings it baek to snatch its top 
profits of the year. Running even 
with ‘On the Avenue.’ Should have 
no trouble at all reaching $8,000, 
sensational. Last week ‘Love Is 
News’ (20th). Pulled after four 
days of the announced third week, 
getting an excellent $3,600 in short- 
ened session. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Reg- 
ulars simply won’t go for this one, 
despite every effort to hype the love 
angle and minimize the classic end. 
Didn’t do so hot originally here last 
September when road-showed and 
showing the same sluggishness at 
grind scale. Will be lucky to get 
$10,000, sad. Last week ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par). Smash at $18,000 
and would have moved to the War- 
ner had not ‘Maytime’ merited an- 
other h.o, there. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘History at Night’ (UA) and Major 
Bowes’ amateurs. Simon-pures back 
strong again. Over the week-end 
ran ahead of Ted Lewis’ last week 
and, at present pace, should get sock 
$26,000, best the house has done in 
more than a year. That’s just about 
double what the Bowes troupe did 
on its previous visit here. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
“‘Maytime’ (MG). In third downtown 
week, second at this site, Mac- 
Donald-Eddy operetta still showing 
plenty of pull and should wind up 
around $6,000, first-rate. Last week 
close to $9,000 on top of $23,000 
week before that at the Penn. 


‘PERSONAL PROPERTY’ 
STRONG $14,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, April 27. 

‘Personal Property’ is the top 
trade bagger currently, ringing up 
$14,000 for the Palace. Only other 
first-run currently is ‘Thunder in 
City,’ sounding $5,000 for the Lyric. 

‘Good Earth’ on roadshow basis is 
holding over. at Shubert. This house 
is slated to follow with fortnight of 
‘Lost Horizon’ on twice-daily screen- 
ing basis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Top 
of Town’ (U). Maybe $10,000, dis- 
appointing. Last week ‘7th Heaven 
(20th), okay,.$12,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Ith Heaven’ (20th) (2d run). Fair, 
$4,000. Ditto last week on ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2d run). 








Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col) and 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (20th), separate. 





| Hefty at $2,600. Same last week on 

‘Left-Handed Law’ (U) and ‘Maiden 
| Lane’ (Fox), split. 
| Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Held over 
for tourth downtown week, $2.800, 
okay. Last week $4,800, smacko for 
third run. 

Keith’s (Libson) “ 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) (2d 
run). Strong at $5,500. Last week 
| ‘Family Affair’ (MG), $4,000, so-so. 


(1,500; 25-40)— 


| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400;  35-42)— 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col). Okay, 
$5,000. Last week ‘When Love 45 
| Young’ (U), six days, $2,500, poor. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
|*Personal Property’ (MG). Swe'l. 


| $14,000. Last week ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB), $13.000, good. ; 

| Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 55-83-$! 10- 

| $1.50)—Good = Earth’ 


(MG) ‘26 
; week) Holding over, but pace ! 


following.a tolerable $9,000 on f:*' 
| seven days. 
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Spring, Baseball, Planetarium, 


Chi Looking for Albis, Biz NSC 





All Over; Doctor's Diary’ 126 





Chicago, April 27. 

Seems that the downtown houses 
here after having found the pros- 
perity corner at long last, have gone 
and lost it again. After having pain- 
fully climbed upwards to the top of 
the box-office mountain, they’ve 
passed the crest and are tobogganing 
down once more. And they don’t 
know what to do about it. One of 
the best-used alibis by the local 
managers is that it’s spring, be- 
ootiful spring. Or maybe it’s the 
competition of the ball games or the 
Adler Planetarium. Of course, they 
don’t play ball at night in Chicago 
and the Planetarium plays to just a 
handful of people. But even so, the 
managers around town will continue 
to use these two as alibis until they 
can find something else to play the 
sad biz on. 

Chicago isn’t getting anywhere 
with ‘Internes’ and the house is now 
waiting for something to happen 
when it will once more see what a 
better-than-$30,000 mark looks like. 
Holdovers continue as the best b.o. 
chance with ‘Maytime,’ ‘Wake Up,’ 
‘Waikiki’ and ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
showing the best strength. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-75) 
—Seventh Heaven’ (20th) (2nd 
week). Around $5,500 currently fol- 
lowing okay $8,700 last week. Get- 
ting good femme play during the 
afternoons. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Internes’ (Par) and stage show. 
Hospital flavor of the entire picture 
seems to be hindering the take; at 
$24,000, n.s.g. Last week ‘History 
Is Made’ (UA) finished with fair 
enough $29,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65- 
75)—Waikiki’ (Par). In its fifth 
loop session and still indicates b.o. 
magnetism with $5,500 in the offing, 
fine. Last week $8,200 was nifty. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘50 Roads’ (20th) and vaude. Good 
stage show counting for whatever 
biz there is currently, headed for 
so-so $16,000. Last week ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (WB) fair with $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500; 35-55-65-75) 
—When Love Is Young’ (U) and 
vaude. Last week they had four 
acts of vaude. this week seven. This 
week $13.000, blah. Last week 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) hit the skids 
for $16,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Wake Up’ (20th) (2nd week). 
Holding up nicely in h.o. Looks like 
$15,000, good. following bang-up 
$21,400 last week. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (WB) and 
vaude. Getting along nicely but 
nothing sensational, around $12,000, 
profitable. Last week ‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (Par) okay at $13.500. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1.700: 
35-55-75 )—Maytime’ (MG) (5th 
week). Long run winner of the 
loop, $10,000 this week, excellent for 
the’ run. Last week smacking 
$12,500. Due to scram this Saturday 
(1) for ‘Star Is Born’ (UA). 


'INTERNES’-HEIDT ORC 
OK $19,500 IN WASH. 


Washington, April 27. 

Cap up and down this week, with 
no records and no complete floppos. 
Cold snap, which shattered beautiful 
weather of past seven days, set in 
Friday and sent week-end above 
what might have been brutal over- 
mene: Farle is out in front with 
= ernes Can't Take Money’ and 

Orace Heidt unit. Latter is ac- 
Counting for the dough. 

Estimates for This Week 
qylaPitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60 )— 
im Parade’ (Rep) and_ vaude. 

ry Ulric in scene from ‘Lulu | 
He not going over in big house 
nd week won't beat light $18,000. | 
> sor one's From Stranger’ 

n e S ae 7’ - . | 
Bood $21 005 n Gray’s ork totaled 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
oe (MG) (2d run). Fourth 
petace on main stem sailing toward 
swell $6,500. Last week ‘Seventh | 
= * at (20th) (2d run) followed 

Weel- . . . - ic ’ = 
tory Sates Capitol with satisfac 
Se mre (WB) (2.244; 25-35-40-60-70) 

nternes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 











om vaude. Horace Heidt’s ore and 
Call? 800d for $19.500. Last week 
all It a Dav’ (WB) drew fine 


Notices, but lack of. sock names let | 
it slip to weak $14,500. 
cyheith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— | 

oman I Love’ (RKO). Looks like | 
of tiful $12,000. Last week ‘Top | 


orn’ (U) weak $8,000. 
et (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—"Marked | 000, good. 





e ? 


Woman’ (WB) (2d run). Following 
good week at Earle with nice $5,500. 
Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d 
run) nice $6,000, 
National (Legit) (2,000: 
week). Roadshow film 
took acceptable $5,500. 


Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— 


last week 


“Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d week). | 


Probable good $10,000 on h.o 
week, big $18,000. 

Rialto (Indie) 
—‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO) and 
‘Lost Patrol’ (MG) (revivals). Ought 
to get oke $3,000. Last week ‘39 
Steps’ (GB) and ‘First a Girl’ (GB) 
(revivals) slightly better, $3,100. 

Belasco (Indie) (1,100; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Cummings) (2d run). Sec- 


Last 


ond week of second engagement may | 
Last week built to 


get fair $1,500. 
oke $3,000. 





HIT PARADE’ BIG 


$23,900 CLEVE, 
WITH LEWIS 


Cleveland, April 27. 

First week of real spring weather 
bringing out the downtown shop- 
pers, spurting the matinee and gen- 
eral trade over last month's record. 

Ted Lewis stage booking is first 
vaude attraction at State in nearly 
a year, booming house and ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ for week’s topper of $23,500. 
Palace, ordinarily a leader in flesh 
combos, being given a slap by Lewis 
competish, but will wind up with 
$20,500 on “Call It a Day’ and ’Slums 
of Paris’ unit. Others also steaming 
along, third money taken by Hipp’s 
‘Woman I Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz). (1,200; 
20-30-35 )—Hats Off’ and ‘Women of 
Glamor’ (Col). Worthwhile dualer, 
2,900, nice. 

Allen (RKO) = (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Move-over 
from Hipp first one in two months, 
hot at $7,500. Last week ‘Soldier 
and Lady’ (RKO) caught the action- 
melo fans, first-run collecting $6,000, 
good. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘Wings of Morning’ and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (Col). Panning by 
cricks of English pix hurt, holding 
it to $3,400. Last week two revivals, 
‘Winterset?’ (RKO) and ‘Ex-Mrs. 
Bradford’ (RKO) nabbed neat $2,000 
in four days. Previous three days 
‘She Shall Have Music’ (Imp) and 
‘Nation Aflame’ (Sel) $1,000, poor. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (WB). A corker 
that got heavy boosts from all sides, 
$19,500, one of spot’s fanciest grosses 
this season. Last week ‘Marked 
Woman’ (WB) another to get a good 
play, even from femmes, $17,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-75 )—‘Call 
It Day’ (WB) with ‘Slums of Paris’ 
on vaude bill. No selling points in 
revue, lacking marquee power, but 
pic going over for about $20,500, 
fine. Last week ‘Mountain Justice’ 
(RKO) with ‘New Ideas’ vaude 
rather brutal, $16,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-60-75)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) with Ted Lewis’ 
revue. Milt Harris went to town on 
Lewis’ ballyhoo and raising of ad- 
mish scale didn’t affect tremendous 
pull, $23.500 expected and perhaps 
more, Mixed notices. ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) last week yanked 
in Robert Taylor fans, $18.500. okay. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1.972: 25-35)— 
‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA). Penciling 
in this one a mistake, despite $5.000: 
just nabe stuff. Last week ‘Waikiki 
Weddino’ (Par) (2d week) a whop- 
ping $7,500. 








B’KLYN BiZ BULLISH 


‘Top Town’-‘Quality St.’ Dual Strong 
at $16,000 








Brooklyn, April 27. 

Biz good with attractive dualers at 
every house. Paramount with ‘Swing 
High. Swing Low’ and ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ will go second stanza. Albee 
with ‘Top of Town’ and ‘Quality 
Street’ will bring profitable results, 
as will the Loew’s Met showing, ‘His- 
tory Made at Night’ and ‘Breezing 
Home.’ Dancing contests staged 


| weekly at Fabian’s Strand clicking. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2.500; 25-35-55)—‘Top of 
Town. (U) and ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO). Destined for healthy $16.- 

Last week, ‘Seventh 


PICTURE GROS 


al 55-83- | 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d | 


(1,100; 25-30-40-55) | 








Heaven’ (20th) and ‘China Passage’ 
(RKO), $16,000, good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Silent Bar- 
riers’ (GB) and ‘Crime Nobody Saw’ 
(20th). Will take in nifty $15,500. 
Last week, ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) 
and ‘That Man’s Here Again’ (WB), 
$13,000, fair. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘History 
Made at Night’ (UA) and ‘Breezing 


Home’ (U). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week) 
$15,000, good. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )— 


‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Racketeers 
in Exile’ (Col). Brace proving strong 





| ; 

;}enough to hold over. This week 
$21,000, peacherino. Last week, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Man 


|of Affairs’ 
nice. 


(GB) (2d week), $16,000, 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘House of | 


(GN) plus Wednesday night dance 
contests, which are catching on heav- 
Nifty $7,500. 


i 
Secrets’ (Prin) and ‘Girl Loves Boy’ 
| 
| 


ily. Last week, “Trans- 
Atlantic Merry-go-round’ (UA) and 


| ‘Bold Caballero’ (Rep), $5,000, weak. 





Despite Too Nice 
Weather Prov. 0.K.; 
Bette Davis $9,000 





Providence, April 27. 
| Great weather the toughest oppo- 
on this stanza. Picture fare 
strong, and biz seems pretty well 
distributed. 
Estimates for This Week. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,600; 55-$1.50)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (1st wk). Fairly 
good roadshow engagement. 


sish 


Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40) —*‘ What 
Price Vengeance’. (U) and Uncle 
Ezra Stebbin’s ‘Barn Dance Frolic’ 
on stage. Latter bringing them 


around this week, and unless there’s 
slip-up later on, the takings are go- 
ing to be close to $7,500, good. 

Loew’s State (3,200;. 15-25-40)— 
‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Nobody’s 
Baby’ (MG). Good $12,000 antici- 
pated. Last week ‘Love from Stran- 
ger’ (UA) and ‘Song of City’ (MG), 
just fair at $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘Melody 
for Two’ (WB). Although opposish 
is stronger than usual house looks 
$9,000, o.k. Last week ‘Top of Town’ 
(U) and ‘Fury and Woman,’ best bet 
in town at $10,000. 


RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (GN). 
Headed for nice week, $7,400. Last 
week ‘When Love Is Young’ (U) and 
‘Park Ave. Logger’ (RKO), so-so at 
$6,400. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Internes’ (Par) and ‘Circus Girl’ 
(Rep). Should hit around $8,500 


without difficulty. Last week ‘Girl 
from Scotland Yard’ (Par) and ‘Bor- 
derland’ (Par) piled up $4,000 on a 
four-day run. 


‘WAKE’ DAY-AND-DATE 
IN K.C., NICE $16,000 


Kansas City, April 27. 

Fox giving ‘Wake Up and Live’ a 
splash by day-and-dating Tower 
with Uptown. Pic can be bought for 
same price at either house, but 
Tower customers get vaude added. 
Pic got a sneak preview last week 
at Fox Apollo, nabe, First run day- 
and-date new here. ‘Live’ will be 
held for second week at Uptown. 
Currently headed towards nice eoin. 

‘Lost Horizon,’ roadshowing, away 
to glum start at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 35-55)— 
‘Internes’ (Par), with Olsen and 
Johnson revue on stage. Flesh head- 
liners plenty familiar here; under 
expectations at fair $14,000. Last 
week ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
‘Husband Lies’ (Par) faint $5,200. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Song of City’ 
(MG). Off-key b.o. $7,500, weak. 
Last week ‘Maytime’ (MG) held up 
in second stanza to nice $9,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Man of Her Own’ (Par reissue) and 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par). Pic crix 
pointed to reissue as object lesson 
anent dualers. Four-year-old, how- 
ever, drawing nice $6,000. Last week 
| ‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Jane 
Turner’ (RKO) tame $4,700. 

Orpheum (2,200; 55-83-1.10-1.50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Roadshow limp- 
ing. Weather and fact house 
been dark only a week since ‘Good 
Earth’ roadshowed held partially ac- 
countable for weak showing of 
‘Horizon.’ 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th) and vaude, 
| Opened easy but built nicely: $12.- 
| 000, o.k. Last week ‘Love Is Young’ 

and vaude, good $11,500. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020: 
| ‘Wake Un and Live’ (20th). 
average $4.000. 
Wedding’ (Par) (3d run), $3,100, not 
so forte. 














25-40 )— 
Doing 








Last week ‘Waikiki 


has | 






VARIETY 7 








Bway Terrif to Blah; ‘Star Is Born’ 
$102,000 and ‘Wake Up’ 626 Socko, But 
Beery s 126 Brutal; E.G. Robinson 176 





‘A Star Is Born,’ which carries the | force its way to $7,000 or bit over, 


eolors of the Musie Hall, and ‘Wake | 
Up and Live,’ those of the Roxy, are | 
having a stretch duel between them- 
selves, with the rest of a mixed field 
well outdistanced. The also-rans 
range from a promising showing for 
the second-run State to an unspeak- 
ably bad performance by ‘Good Old 
Soak’ at the Capitol. 

The race will be worth a bountiful 
$102,000 for ‘Star Is Born’ and $62.- 
000 or over for ‘Wake Up.’ With this 
turn of speed, both pictures go a 
second week. On the weekend 
‘Wake Up’ is claimed to have sur- 
passed the attendance, not money, 
record of ‘Cock-Eyed World.’ Roxy, 
doing an extra show each day, put 
the picture on eight times Saturday, 
the stage unit six times, and didn't 
close up until after 3 a.m. Sunday 
morning (25). 

Limping along badly in this week’s | 
contest, the Wallace Beery starrer, 
‘Old Soak,’ will be lucky to get $12.- 
000, which doesn’t pay the oats bill. 
‘Thunder in the City,’ British-made 
at the Criterion, is looking over its 
shoulder at ‘Soak,’ with a lead ahead 
of it that will bring the smaller- 
seater a nice $17,000. E. G. Robin- 
son picture holds over here. Only 
other new picture, ‘Outcast of Poker 
Flat,’ hasn't much wind, but may 


NO INSOMNIA IN 
INDPLS., ‘WAKE 
UP, $8,000 








Indianapolis, April 27. 

‘Wake Up and Live’ is the big at- 
traction of the week at the Apollo, 
and it’s setting a red-hot pace that 
suggests a holdover. ‘Stars and 
Stripes’ stage revue plus ‘Mountain 
Justice’ at the vaudfilm Lyric is also 
in the money class, while ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ in its pop-priced run at 
Loew’s is off. Roller-skating derby 
at the Coliseum on fair grounds here 
is getting a near capacity play every 
night and causing theatres plenty 
of worry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Very 
big business for this house with gross 
on way to $8,000, best since 1935 
when a Will Rogers picture topped 
it a bit. Last week, ‘Top of the 
Town’ (U) blah at $3,200. House staff 
even roped off balcony to force cus- 
tomers into occupying downstairs 
seats for the sake of appearances. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 
and ‘You're in the Army Now’ 
(GB), dual. Mild biz at $3,900. Last 
week dual of ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) 
and ‘When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO) 
n. g. $4,250, new low for Hepburn 
picture, although her recent flickers 
have been weakening at the turn- 
stiles each time. 


Indiana (Nat. Federation of Music 
Clubs) (3,100; $5 for week’s series of 
concerts )—Biennial Convention Music 
Festival. House not showing pix this 
week, but is rented instead to clubs 
for long-haired music series. Gross 
may touch $8,000. Last week Colum- 
bia leased the house for roadshowing 
of ‘Lost Horizon’ at scale of $1.50 top 
Biz was okay in 55c. sections. but 
bad elsewhere in house. Gross $4.- 
a méans breaking even and that’s 
all. 


Loew's (Loew's) (2.600; 25-40)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Gathering 
shekels from that part of carriage 


trade which didn’t go for the recent 
roadshow run. Otherwise gross dis- 
appointing at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) dualled 
with ‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) in 
the black but under usual Harlow- 
Taylor figures at $8,100. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) and ‘Stars 
and Stripes’ stage revue. Schoo! foi 
undressing in stage portion of bill 
featured in ads above everythin’ 
else. Gross very good at $10,000 
Last week. ‘Call It a Day’ (WB) and 
Dave Avollon stage revue was okays 
at $9,000. 


Arlen, Wray Top ‘Dame’ 





Hollywood, April 27. 


getting by 

By far the best of the holdies is 
‘Swing High’ and the Louis Arm- 
strong band at the Paramount. On 
its second lap the gross is $34,000, 
good after a first seven days’ smash 
payoff of $56,500. Tarries a third 
week, with ‘Internes Can’t Take 
Money’ and a combination of the 
Xavier Cugat and Dixieland Jazz 
bands opening Wednesday (5). Third 


week for ‘Marked Woman,” good 
money-maker for the Strand, will 
be around $18,000 and stays a 


fourth. ‘Mountain Justice’ opens here 
Saturday morning (8). Final four 
days on second week of ‘Love from 
Stranger’ at the Rivoli brutal, not 
$6,000. ‘Cafe Metropole’ bows here 
this morning (Wed.). 

The State, with Cab Calloway on 
the stage and ‘Maytime’ on screen, 
will be doing well at $29,000 or bet- 
ter. Second-run twinner, the Pal- 
ace, may be about $9,000, with ‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ and ‘Quality 
Street.’ 

‘Good Earth,’ $2 stayer at the As- 
tor, now in its 13th week, goes out 
May 10, or a day or two ahead, with 
‘Captains Courageous,’ on a two-a- 
day, opening Tuesday evening (11). 


‘Earth’ has maintained its strength 
well on a healthy run, last week 
(12th) having been $11,000. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ last week (8th) got the 
Globe around $10,500, okay, and 
sticks on. Columbia has renewed 
another option on house for four 


weeks at reported $5,000 weekly. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (13th week). 
Coming down on gross but still show- 
ing some profit. Last week (12th), 
$11,000. Out May 10 or bit earlier, 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) opening 
at $2 top May 11. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG). A bad bet, 
probably not as much as $12,000, bru- 
tal. Last week wasn’t much better, 
this side of $20,000 for ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) despite Harlow-Tay- 
lor names. ‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—'Thun- 
der in City’ (Col), Doing away 
above average for this house, around 
$17,000, and holds. Last week, ‘You're 
in Army Now’ (GB), under $4,000, 
horrors. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (9th week). 
Sliding off somewhat but at $10.500 
last week (8th) still okay. Option 
on house for another four weeks 
taken by Col. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB) and ‘Quality 
Street’ (RKO), both 2d run, dualed. 
Brace of features might get about 
$9,000. Last week's coupleton, ‘Sev- 
enth Heaven’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘China Passage’ (RKO) (lst run), 
$7,500, weak. 

Paramount (3,664:. 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Swing High’ (Par) and Louis 
Armstrong orchestra in pit (2d 
week). Hit $56.500 first week and on 
second at $34,000 ending last night 
(Tues.) a very strong business- 
getter. Goes third weck. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980° 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 
and stage show. Packing ’em in for 
a hearty $102,000 and holds, J.»st 
week, ‘Woman I[ Love’ (RKO). 875.- 
000, fair. ‘Shall We Dance?’ (RKO) 
is scheduled for Thursday (6). 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Outcasts of 
Poker Flat’ (RKO). Will be lucky to 
get $7,000 or little over. moderaie. 
Last week, ‘A Family Affair’ (MG) 
finished at a poor $6.000. 


Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 »— 
‘Love from a Stranger’ (UA). A 
complete bust, under $15000 first 


seven days and short of $6,000 on 


final four days of holdover. ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th) opens today 
(Wed.). 

Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Wake 


Up and Live’ (20th) and stage show. 
Grinding longer each day than usual, 
but with extra shows put on. may 
mount a very smashful $62.000 on 
first week, holding a second. House is 
doing an extra show each dav and on 
Saturday (24). immensely big day 
for theatre. there were eight screen- 
ings of picture and six performances 
by stage show. 20th-Fox lent house 
much support in putting picture 
across. Last week, ‘When Love Is 
Youne’ (U) managed $32 000, okav. 
Strand (2.767: 25-55-75)—'Marked 
Woman’ (WR) (3d week). Th's one 


has received very gratifvins plav 
here after streak of bad Jnek: this 
week (3d) vrobablv $18.000 after 


second week's $25.000 and first seven 
days’ $41.000. Holds a fourth. ‘Moun- 
tain Justice’ (WB* opens Satur- 
dav (8). 


Richard Arlen and Fay Wray will| State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Mavtime’ 
top cast of ‘Park Avenue Dame’ | (MG) (2d run?’ and Cab Calloway 
at Columbia, Arlen’s initial film un- | orchestra. Milked wrotty div at 
der contract he signed recently at | Capifol on four weeks’ run, ‘May- 
the studio time.’ with Cob Calloway ond, 

se “i . | would nrobably be more than $29 900, 

Yarn is by Robert T. Shannon. | y 14 thie ficure ix eratitvine. Last 
Michael Simmons writing the screen | week ‘Romeo’ (MG) (3d run? and 


play and D. Ross Lederman directs. 


Horace Heidt band, $28,000. 
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Sleepy Burg Reacts $17,500 Worth 
To Wake Up: Otherwise Philly Lulls 





Philadelphia, April 27. 

Current batch of pix in Philly’s 
downtown houses doesn’t promise 
anything very choice or extra in the 
way of overwork for the b. 0. boys. 

Best of the lot should be ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ at the Stanley, and this 
despite the fact that Philly hasn't 
gone overboard for musical pix of 
late, a situation especially notice- 
able at this house, which has had a 
lot of the eye and ear films. They’re 
figuring this one for a holdover, with 
‘Shall We Dance,’ newest Astaire- 
Rogers feature, to follow. _ 

The roadshowers aren’t doing any- 
thing startling. ‘Lost Horizon’ winds 
up Saturday at the Erlanger after 
three weeks to little trade, which 
followed five weeks at Chestnut. De- 
spite rave notices, ‘Captains Courage- 
ous’ has been slow in building at 
the Locust and is advertising last 
two weeks, but there are signs it 
may have to be held. People are 
talking about it everywhere and it’s 
going to be hard to keep it down. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘Love 
from a Stranger’ (UA) (2nd week). 
Won't make full seven days, six 
likely for $6,500. Last week’s $9,000 
fairly good. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Family 
Affair’ (MG) (2nd run). Only $1,900 
indicated. Last week, ‘Swing High’ 
(Par) (2nd run), nice $2,800. 


Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Call it a Day’ 


(WB). Fine notices, but in for a 
week only, with a fairish $11,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Personal 


Property’ (MG), led the town with 


$16,500, but expected more and 
didn’t hold over. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘When’s 
Your Birthday’ (RKO) and vaude 


with Roger Pryor. Stepin Fetchit 
dropped out after Saturday, be- 
cause of his auto crackup. No more 
than $12,500 indicated. Last week, 
*When Love Is Young’ (U) and Jan 
Garber’s orc, $15,500, okay. 

Erlanger (2,000; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Now in third 
and last week here and 8th in town. 
Last week $8,200. ‘ 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Quality 
Street’ (RKO) and Philly Ballet on 
stage. Uncertain, but no more than 
$15,000 seen. Last week, ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money’ (Par) and stage 
show, fairly good $15,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Top of 
the Town’ (U). Second run, nice 
$3,200 expected. Last week, ‘History 
Made Night’ (UA) (2nd run), satis- 
fied at $2,800. 

Locust (1,300; 55-86-$1.14°$1.71)— 
‘Captains Cowrageous’ (MG) (2nd 
wk). Announcing last two weeks, 
which is real surprise. Rave notices 
but built slowly; $11,000 in first week. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th), Looks as good as 
any of the new ones and may get 
$17,500. Last week, “Top of the 
Town’ (U), not so good as hoped, 
with only $15,000 taken. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). So-so $5,300 
seen. Last week, ‘Promise to Pay’ 
(Col), $5,500. 


MPLS. SLUMPS; 
WOMAN $5,000 


Minneapolis, April 27. 
Although cold weather continues 
to prevail, a summer slump is taking 
a heavy box-office toll. Grosses all 
along the line are skidding. , Top 
loop takings may not reach $7,000 
this week, according to initial indi- 
cations. There’s plenty of wailing. 
‘Internes’ sizes up as the single 
standout attraction, but even this 
one isn’t getting more than a fair 
play. Taylor-Harlow combo’s ‘Per- 
sonal Property’ is doing brodie. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO) (2d runs) split with 
‘China Passage’ (RKO) and ‘Park 
Ave. Logger’ (RKO), dual first runs. 
Fair $1,200 indicated. Last week 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par) and 
‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) (2d_ runs) 
split with ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ 








(20th) and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB) 
dual first runs, $900, light. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55) —‘Internes’ (Par). Well- 


rated picture, but healthy takings 
just aren’t in cards at this time, ap- 


parently. Fair $5,500 in prospect. 
Last week ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d 
week), $8,000, big. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 


95-35-55 )—Personal Property’ (MG). 
Panned by critics and none too en- 
thusiastically received by customers. 
Taylor and Harlow should mean 
niore to box office than early returns 
signify, but poor $7,000 about all that 
can be expected. Last week ‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ (20th), $6,000, bad. 


25-35-40)—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO). 
Strong picture and potent box-office 
names, but general business condi- 
tions away off and dearth of trade is 
discouraging. This one will be lucky 
to top $5,000, light. Last week ‘50 
Roads to Town’ (20th) and ‘Strip- 
ping the Stars,’ stage show, $13,500, 
good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par) 
(reissue) and ‘Mead’s Woman’ (Par), 
dual. Hitting mild $3,000 pace. Last 
week ‘Mama Steps Out’ (Par) and 


‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO), $3,300, 
fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Ma- 
rines Are Coming’ (Rep). En route 


to moderate $900. Last week ‘Head 
Over Heels in Love’ (GB), $700, 


a 

_ (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). First nabe 
showing, good $3,500. Last week 
‘God’s Country and Woman’ (FN), 
$2,500, light. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Man Who Could Work Miracles’ 


(UA). Suffering with the rest of 
them, poor $1,200 indicated. Last 
week ‘Cloistered’ (French) (2d 


week), $1,000, light. 


BOWES ENABLES 
‘ABLE’ T0 DO 
176, DENY. 


Denver, April 27. 
Major Bowes’ unit doing the busi- 
ness of the town by packing Denver 
repeatedly and with heavy stand- 
outs, ‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ on 
screen, contributing very little to 
draw. ‘50 Roads to Town’ giving 
Aladdin oldtime gross with stand- 


outs every night and film goes to 
Broadway for continued run. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘50 
Roads to Town’ (20th). Strong $5,000. 
Last week ‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB), a nice $3,500, okay following 
a week at the Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.60)—"Good Earth’ (MG), road- 
show, 2d week. Still o.k. Last week 
good $8,000 on its initial stanza. 
Denham (Cockri!l) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par). Sans rostrum entertainment, 
$5,000 is all right. Last week ‘Girl 
from Scotland Yard’ (Par), backed 
by a strong stage show, a neat $7,250. 
Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB), and 
Bowes Unit. Socko $17,000. Last 
week ‘Top of Town’ (U), good $8,500, 
but not good enough to move it to 
the Aladdin, the usual move for 
Denver theatre films. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Woman I Love’ (RKO) and ‘Song 
of the City’ (MG). Mild at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Maytime’ (MG) clicked 
$7,400 on its second week. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Head Over Heels in Love’ (GB) and 
‘That I May Live’ (20th). Poor 
$2,000. Last week ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and “Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th), fair $2,500. 


HOLDOVERS TOP IN 











Portland, April 27. 

Openers this week are ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ at Parker’s UA, and ‘Quality 
Street,’ at the Orpheum, both dis- 
appointing. Collection of strong 
product holds over and leads. “Top 
of the Town’ stays at the Broadway 
and ‘Waikiki’ at the Paramount. 

‘Maytime’ moved from the UA to 
the Mayfair for a fifth week. 

Estimates for This Week 
‘ Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—Top of Town’ (U) and ‘Husband’s 
Secretary’ (FN) (2d wk). Going 
nicely for $3,300, on four days. First 
week answered to strong exploita- 
tion for good $6,700. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400; 
30-40) ‘Maytime’ (MG) (5th wk.). 
Following four big weeks at the 
UA moved here and good $2,300 
looked for. Last week (55-$1.65) 
‘The Good Earth’ (MG) roadshowed 
a total of nine days unusually big 
results for high admish prices and 
closed at $8,100, great. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000: 30-40) ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) 
and ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). Disap- 
pointing at $5.400. Last week, ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’ (Par) and ‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par) okay on sec- 
ond week at $4.400. 





Orpheum (Publix-Singer ) (2,890; 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-40) ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and “Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). Doing nicely at 
$5,000. First week over the top in 
a big way for $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40) ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Despite 
being well exploited and collecting 
raves, only a lukewarm $4,700 ahead. 
Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG (4th wk.). 
Okay at $4,500. First three weeks 
piled up more than $20,000. 


‘WAKE-MEROFF 
WAKE UP DET, 
BIG $30,000 


Detroit, April 27. 
With pickings leaner, only thing 
doing biz currently is ‘Wake Up and 
Live,’ aided by Benny Meroff, at the 
Fox. Flicker got strong buildup and 
figures to give house its best take in 
long while. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Top of Town’ (U) (2d week) plus 
‘Girl Overboard’ (U), dual. Former 
opus moved here after session at 
Fox and combo should get around 
$5,500, good. Last week normal 
$5,600 on ‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) and 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col). 
Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 40-65)— 
‘Captive of Nazi Germany’ (Indie). 
Slow-starter should nab about $4,300, 
oke. ‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) 6th week) 
pulled in oke $5,700 last session. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th), with 
Benny Meroff band on stage. Away 
fast, on nice buildup, and looks like 
up in the $30,000 class, best house 
has seen in long time. “Top of Town’ 
(U), plus ‘Paradise Club Revue’ on 
stage, good $22,000 last session. 
Madison (Trendle) (2,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO). Moved 
here from Mich, will do fair $5,000 
on second session. Oke $7,300 last 
stanza on ‘Maytime’ (MG) (3d week), 
opus moved to this spot after two 
weeks at UA. 

Michigan (Trendle) (4,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d 
week), plus ‘On the Levee’ revue on 
stage. Something new for this house. 
Faced with shortage of good flickers, 
management gambled on Harlow- 
Taylor opus, which had made weak 
stand week previously at the UA. 
Not so bad at $18,500, in view of 
what might have happened if other 
films available had been used. Good 
$21,000 last week on ‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO), abetted by Frank Crumit- 
Julia Sanderson topping vaude. 
State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
(2d week), plus ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
(RKO), dual. Average $8,000. Good 
$8,400 last stanza on ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) (2d week) and ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Old Soak’ (MG). 
Fair $7,000. Weak $8,000 last session 
on ‘Personal Property’: (MG). 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; 50-75-$1-$1.50) 
—Good Earth’ (MG). Accorded all- 
around exploitation and away to big 
start Sunday (25) on two-a-day. Will 
stay at least four weeks. 


‘90 ROADS’ STRONG AT 
$2,800 IN LINCOLN 


_ _Lincoln, April 27. 

‘50 Roads’ is the current b. 0. win- 
ner and going good at the Lincoin. 
‘Wake Up and Live’ is going a bit 
better than average, but may not be 
a big flash. Vaude is out this week 
at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Santa Fe Bound’ (Rel) plus ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA) split with ‘Crime No- 
body Saw’ (Par) plus ‘Rio Grande 
Romance’ (Indie) split with ‘Vice 
Racket’ (Indie). Total of 8 days and 
gross will near $1,200, very good. 
Last week, ‘Whistling Skull’ (Rep) 
plus ‘Big Brown Eyes’ (Par) split 
with ‘Kid Millions’ (UA) plus ‘Jim 
Hanvey, Detective’ (Rep), fair, $850. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th). Good go- 
ing and $2,800 will be reached or 
bettered. Last week, ‘Marked Wom- 
an’ (WB) did surprisingly well with 
$2,800. Women turned out for the 
picture as well as the gents. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par) 
plus ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO). Policy 
supercedes the usual vaude potion 
for a week. On the strength of the 
reissue which most people have for- 
gotten, will touch $1,500 which is 
hefty without a stage show. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
“Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Probably 
won't bowl ’em over, but will stand 
to make a slight b.o. win. Around 
| $3,400 is evident. Last week ‘King 
' and Chorus Girl’ (WB) got out and 
made $3,300, above expectations. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25)—‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col). 
Bally is heavy with pamphlets, 
better business bureau backing, etc., 
and will probably net $1,100, ail 

















right. Last week ‘Girl Loves Boy’ 
(GN), also oke, $1,000. 








By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Hollywood, April 27. 
Dear Joe:— 


Well, I've waited another week to 
hear from my pals that are big shots 
in the studios, in answer to my let- 
ters to them, but nothing happens. 
Except one letter I got from Joe 
Doakes who is a supervisor. Here 
is what he wrote me, ‘Dear Lefty: 
Your letter received and will lose no 
time reading it,’ signed Joe Doakes. 
Now me and Aggie are trying to find 
out what he meant, ‘cause when you 
read it one way he’s a nice guy and 
then when you read it another way 
it sounds like he is giving me the 
‘waving nostrils’ which means high 
hat out here. Well, I won’t get mad 
at him until I find out what he 
meant. 


It’s getting tougher and tougher 
here every day. There’s a lot of 
guys coming in from the east. You 
know, summer is coming on, and 
they get panicky back there so the 
first thing they think of where to 
spend their vacation and dough is 
Hollywood. It makes it tough for us 
natives. (I’m practically a native 
now as I’ve been here four weeks.) 


And there are a lot of guys out 
here that want to go back (including 
this native), but even with the 2e 
a mile rate on the train they can’t 
get as far as Los Angeles...You see 
Joe, when a guy gets a few jobs here 
and has enough dough to go back, 
he figures things are breaking for 
him so why go back, and by the time 
he finds out it was April Fool, he 
has spent the dough. The studios 
should pay fares back instead of out. 


Aggie and me have a good suntan 
on and look fine but every once in a 
while I catch my stomach looking at 
my face and saying ‘liar.’ 

I got an extra job last week—they 
wanted some guy to look like a rich 
banker, so they picked me out. Ain’t 
that a laugh? It was $7.50 for the 
day—that’s what they pay bankers 
out here—and it came in plenty 
handy. We bought ‘wolf powder’ 
with most of it and the pantry in 
the trailer looks like a country store 
night.. We're going easy on it be- 
cause they may not want another 
banker in months. 


Billing the Coronation? 


I got your letter telling me that 
they took down the big electric sign 
in front of the Palace. What are 
they going to do with it—send it 
over to London for the Coronation 
and put it outside of Buckingham 
Palace to show the tourists where it 
is? Also note what you say about 
Father Duffy’s statue on Panic 
Island...he sure was a great man 
and deserves a monument. He liked 
actors and actors liked him. I 
thought sure they’d put up a statue 
there for Vaudeville, but I guess it 
would be pretty hard to find a sculp- 
tor that can even remember it, and 
anyway there aint any models 
around to pose for it. I guess Father 
Duffy’s statue is best at that, it 
— somebody's prayin’ for vaude- 
ville. 


Aggie and me were sure sorry to 
hear about our pal Gus Hill going 
‘upstairs.” He was a real showman 
and a grand old fellow, and did a 
lot of nice things for the ‘old yang’ 
-..and it was swell of the boys and 
girls to pack the house on his last 
performance. 

Met Hugh O'Connell, he’s under 
contract and doing fine. Also met 
Gregory Ratoff, he sez this is the 
promised land for him; they prom- 
ised him for years he would eat 
regularly and at last he found it. 
He writes, acts and produces, and 
knows how. A grand guy. 

They're always saying they're 
looking for new writers and actors 
and they got plenty of ’em right 
here. One of these days they’re go- 
ing to find Arthur Pearson from the 
Lambs, who is a swell writer and a 
good actor. He’d show ’em plenty 
out here, and so would Fritz Loewe, 
who I think is another Victor 
Herbert—ask him to play ‘Waltz in 
Vienna’ and ‘La Corporal’ for you... 
and then there’s Roy Cropper who is 
a swell lyric writer and has good 
ideas. I tell you there’s lots of tal- 


ent I could dig up for them if I 
ever got a chance. 

I was talking to a guy about be- 
ing a scout and he told me they got 





so many of them now that they even 





got scouts out looking for scouts 
This business sure is screwey, but 
they show a profit. 

Well, Aggie and me are standing 
by, and if we stand by much longer 
vaudeville will come back, then we 
won’t need nobody. SEZ 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 
P.S. When does this Social Se. 
curity business start? 


Erpi’s New $400,000 
H’wood Plant Will Be 
Ready By Aug. or Sept, 


New plant and studio facilities 
costing more than $400,000, which 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., is 
to start shortly, will be rushed to 
completion by late August or Sep- 
tember this year. Contracts for the 
start of construction will be let 
within the next two weeks, probably 
while H. G. Knox, Erpi vice-presi- 
dent in charge of engineering, is in 
Hollywood. 


Feature of the new layout will be 
that old plants will be concentrated 
under one roof and immediately ad- 
joining General Service Studios, Ine, 
Erpi’s improvements include a two- 
story office building, stage and scor- 
ing studios and a garage for housing 
a fleet of sound trucks for location 
work. 


COURT OK’S SKOURAS 
TO OP. FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Apri} 27. 

Reorg plan for Fox theatre here, 
calling for operation of the 5,000- 
seat vaudfilmer by National Thea- 
tres Corp. (Skouras), was approved 
Saturday (24) by Federal Judge 
Ernest A. O’Brien. Formal decree 
will be handed down in week or 
two, after court has made minor ad- 
justments in setup for new operat- 
ing organization, to be known as 
Fox Michigan Corp. Exactly when 
Skouras will take Fox under its 
wing has not been determined, but 
it’s expected between May 15 and 
June 1. 


Approval of the reorg plan cul- 
minates months of legal battling 
over the Fox which filed for reor- 
ganization on May 21, 1936, under 
77b of the national bankruptcy act, 
listing liabilities of $6,193,600 in de- 
faulted bonds, $587,058 in back 
taxes and general liabilities totaling 
$3,885,703. 

Plan, proposed by the Colwood 
Co., original owners of the theatre 
and tuilding, provides for leasing of 
the theatre to Fox Michigan Corp. 
for 15 years. Stock in new com- 
pany will be owned by National 
Theatres, headed by Skouras. Latter 
has five-year franchise to show 
Twentieth-Century flickers here. 

National Theatres will guarantee 
the Fox Michigan setup a fixed 
rental of $125,000 yearly, 124% of 
gross income if vaude is used or 15% 
of gross if only flickers are shown. 
Plan also calls for a loan of $500,000 
from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp., which already has tentatively 
approved the loan. 

















250G Elizabeth Arden Suit 
Over Theatrical Makeup 


Robare de Long, formerly ass0o- 


ciated with Hollywood plant of Eliz- . 


abeth Arden, has filed suit in N. Y. 
supreme court against the Arden 
firm, in which he seeks $250,000 al- 
legedly due him in royalties and an 
injunction preventing further manu- 
facture or sale of his theatrical cos- 
metic formulas. 

Accompanied by his attorney, dé 
Long returned to Hollywood last 
week, where he seeks to interest 
filmers in angeling his own plant. 





Houston’s ‘Wallaby Jim’ 


Hollywood, April 27. 

George Houston will play the 
Ernest Wetjen character, ‘Wallaby 
Jim’ in a series of four pictures for 
Grand National. His contract cat 
ries an option for a fifth picture 
after the first of the year. 

First of series, ‘Wallaby Jim of 
the Islands,’ will go into production 
June 1. 





— 


Lefty Is the ($7.50 a Day) Banker Type 
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All Set for 20th-Fox to — | 
Over Roxy, N. Y.; Pay $650,000 Cash 


> 





With the signing of a stipulation 
which recommended certain amend- 
ments, the hearings on the Roxy re- 
organization plan ended yesterday 
(Tuesday) before Special Master Ad- 
dison S. Pratt, except for the report 
of S.E.C. experts and the summation 
of attorneys, which will take place 
next Tuesday (4). 

Chief among the amendments to 
the plan is that 20th Century-Fox 
will assume complete control under 
the new company which is to take 
over Roxy, N. Y., as to the type of 
pictures to be run at the theatre. As 
originally stipulated in the plan, 
20th-Fox will pay over to the new 
corporation $650,000 in cash, $150,000 
of which will be used for improve- 
ments on the property; another $50,- 
000 to be set aside as working capi- 
tal, and the remainder to meet im- 
mediate obligations. 

The stipulation setting forth the 
changes in the original plan was 
signed by attorneys for the Pounds 
Bondholders Committee, proponents 
of the plan; the Tipton Bondholders 
Committee, opponents; Noteholders’ 
Committee, who also favor the orig- 
inal setup: and 20th Century-Fox, 
through W. C. Michel, executive 
vice president. 

Under the amended plan, interest 
rates for bondholders will be in- 
creased from 342% to 4%, and amor- 
tization at rate of $65,000 for the first 
10 years and $70,000 for the follow- 
ing 10 years is provided for. 

The new company also agrees not 
to declare any dividends, except out 
of earned surplus, after creation of 
depreciation reserves of at least 
$110,000 annually. 

In return for these concessions, 
20th-Fox is to have full and absolute 
control over the policies of the new 
company as to the run of pictures. 

The stipulation also provides that 
holders of gold notes totaling $1,548,- 
000 are to receive $3 dividends, cu- 
mulative preferred stock on the basis 
of one share for every $200, callable 
at $102. The holders will not be 
privileged to vote and, in the event 
of liquidation, they will be entitled 
to $100 participation on each share. 

The stockholders are not provided 
for in the amendments, but Samuel 
Kramer, attorney for the Stockhold- 
ers’ Protective Committee, stated 
that negotiations on their behalf 
were still being held. 

It is expected that Special Master 
Pratt's findings on the evidence 
taken at the long-drawn-out hearings 
and his recommendations will be 
submitted to Federal Judge Caffey 
within the next two weeks. 

Income 

Net profit earned by Roxy for the 
13 weeks ending April 1, 1937, ac- 
cording to a report filed yesterday 
with Judge Caffey. amounted to 
$98,484 as against $30,869 for the 
Same period for the previous year. 
It was pointed out, however, that the 
comparison did not take into con- 
Sideration that in 1936 the New 
Year's week gross was not included 
in the total. 

The report also showed that for 
the 13 weeks there were 566,139 ad- 
Missions, as against 363,798 for 1936; 
Operating costs $261,040, as against 
$145,382, and supervising expenses 
for the last 13 weeks were $47,506 
@S against $23,211 for the similar 
Period of 1924. 


GA. VOTES ON BLUE LAWS 


c Thomasville, Ga., April 27. 
Citizens are casting their ballots 
tomorrow (Wednesday) on whether 
blue law ban on Sunday films and 
baseball is to be lifted. 
Rome, Ga., April 27. 
City Commission last week put its 


hey okay on Sunday films, stipu- 
ing, 


bath church services. 
Savannah, Ga., April 28. 
An ordinance levying 2% retail 
Sales tax. effective May 15, has been 
Passed by City Council. Theatre ad- 
Mission ducats will cost patrons that 
much more after that date. 
Neb. Holds Over 
Lincoln, April 27. 
Two amt 
i. committee’s labors during the 
~ Relea One is the measure to 
Utlaw ASCAP'’, operation in Ne- 
— by making it a trust viola- 
—, the othe. is the bill to 
> Ow buying of the refunded State 
air grandstand _ bonds 








| cinal Auditorium. 
however, that proceeds should | 


80 to charity and that performonces | 
must not conflict with regular Sab- | 


uSement bills survived the | 


($250,000) | 
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Bergman to Hanff-Metzger 
With Par, Fabian Switch 


With Lord & Thomas for four 
years in charge of three of its ad- 
vertising accounts, Paramount the- 
atre, N. Y., Si Fabian houses in 
Brooklyn and the Rialto, N. Y., 





Maurice Bergman leaves June 1 to 
join Hanff-Metzger. This agency is | 
getting the entire Paramount’ ac- 
count May 1 and the Fabian Brook- | 
lyn houses on June 1, It is also try- 
ing to land Arthur Mayer’s Rialto 
which is still with L. & T. That} 
agency also handles RKO. 

Bergman goes into H-M to handle 
the Fabian account but may also 
represent H-M over the Par, N. Y., 
and Rialto when and if the latter 
switches. Prior to joining L. & T., 
Bergman was in charge of advertis- 
ing for the Par, Brooklyn. 


Wilson's N. Y. Pix. 
Exec Powwow 


On Anzac Quota 


No enlightenment on the Austra- 
lian quota situation has been sup- 
nlied industry officials by Sir Vic- 
tor Wilson, president of the Motion 
Picture Distributors of Australia, 
who is conferring with film execu- 
tives and Hays office leaders while 
in New York. Understanding is that 
Sir Wilson is as much in the dark 
as to definite interpretation of quota 
law placed in effect last year as 
others, with the word ‘acquire’ re- 
maining the stumbling block. 

The big leader of American film 
interests in Australia is on his way 
to the Coronation, where he has 
seats for himself and the Wilson 
family in Westminster Abbey. Wil- 
son party sails May 4 for England. 

Besides his interests in the picture 
business, Sir Wilson is a former 
member of Parliament and the cab- 
inet in Australia, and also repre- 
sented his country in London as 
resident commissioner for some 
time. 

Outside of his avid interest in the 
film industry, Sir Wilson has been 
an enthusiastic booster for the 150th 
anniversary celebration for Sydney 
to be held next year. 


ANTI-NAZI ‘KAMPF’ PIC 
BANNED IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, April 27. 

Showing of ‘Der Kampf’ (The 
Struggle’), reputed to be an anti- 
Nazi film in Municipal Auditorium, 
was nixed Friday (23) by Mayor 
Bernard F. Dickmann after com- 
plaint was made by Reinold Freytag. 
German consul here, and failure of 
sponsors, the German-American Club 
to hold promised preview for a 
-opresentative of the City Counselor’s 
vice and cops. 

Freytag, in letter to Mayor Dick- 
mann, asserted headquarters of the 
Cerman-American Club was head- 
quarters of Communist organization 
and it was his belief that film was 
‘Communist propaganda for creating 
hatred against anything German.’ 
When representatives of city showed 
up for preview it failed to take place 
and after Mayor Dickmann’ was 
notified he ordered scrapping of 
lense for showing of film in Muni- 

















An attorney representing sponsors 
of film said failure to preview was 
due to misunderstanding and also 
acserted city had no right to censor 
pix ‘Der Kampf’ was billed as reply 


| Juliet’s’ 500 roadshow dates. 





to Hitler's autobiographical propa- 
sanda work, ‘Mein Kampf (My | 
Struggle’). 

Filmed by Amkino, Russian pro- | 
lucing company, it was made in | 
Soviet Russia by German exiles. | 
George Dimitroff, accused of setting | 
fire to the Reichstag in February, | 
1933. is hero of film which shows his | 
arrest and imprisonment, his trial | 
and acquittal in Leipzig, his arrival 
in Moscow and other activities 





| 
from the state educational and land | 
funds. | 

Both bills are headed for early con- 
sideration and are given better than 
‘ven chances to make the grade. | 


‘CAPTAINS’ ROADSHOW 
TEST OK’D; SET 2-A-DAY 


‘Captains Courageous,’ which was 
given a test roadshowing in Phila- 
delphia, is definitely set into the 
Astor, N. Y., after ‘Good Earth’ 
winds up its current roadshow run 
in two weeks. Also will be spotted 
in San Francisco, Boston and Chi- 
cago on two-a-day to ascertain its 
possibilities for more general road- 
showing elsewhere, 

Approach of warmer summer 
weather probably will curtail the 





| number of roadshow engagements of 


‘Good Earth.’ It is scheduled for 
only about 100 cities on this policy 
as compared with ‘Romeo and 


went out on general 
tionally April 16. 
Chicago, April 27. 
Deal has been worked out between 
Metro and Columbia whereby Col. 
relinquishes the Erlanger theatre 
here, for a return showing of ‘Lost 
Horizon’ beginning May 9, so that 


release 


M-G can come in to roadshow ‘Cap- | 


tains Courageous.’ ‘Horizon’ will 
probably follow booking of ‘Captains 
Courageous.’ 
Hollywood, April 27. 

Columbia is opening roadshow en- 
gagement of ‘Lost Horizon’ in Oak- 
land (30) and in Portland May 20. 
Mike Newman currently is north 
handling advance for these bookings. 

‘Captains Courageous’ goes into the 
Carthay Circle for an extended two- 
a-day run. Opens May 12. 


Race Tracks Ally 
With Pix to Oppose 
Dog Racing in N. Y. 


Always opposed to dog racing, mo- 
tion picture interests as well as the 
horse racing people are pressuring 
Gov. Lehman against signing the 
pup galloping bill which has passed 
both houses at Albany and would 
provide for legalization of the sport 
and betting throughout N. Y. state. 

Because of the fact that dog rac- 
ing is operated at low admissions 
and would form some competition 
against the hosses, the State com- 
mission on nags headed by Herbert 
Bayard Swope last season joined 
with picture interests in defeating 
similar bills. Film interests look 
much more approvingly on horse 
racing than dogs because the latter 
run at night when theatres expect 
to do the bulk of their business. 

Although not legalized, through 
loopholes dog racing has been rather 
openly conducted at Mineola, L. I. 
for a couple years and during the 
past summer in one spot upstate. 
Under legalization of the sport, it is 
feared dog plants would spring up 
all over, much less overhead being 
required than in maintaining horse 
racing courses. 











Talbot, Rowles Toppers 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Lyle Talbot and Polly Rowles have 
the leads in ‘West Coast Ltd.,” now 
in production at Universal 
Ford Beebe is directing. 
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‘Jensen Due to Go 


| 





| To the Coast Shortly 


Harry G. Kosch, of Kosch, Lewis 
& Reuben, completec routine of final 
incorporation of Artcinema Asso- 
ciates, Inc., for which he is actifg as 
attorney 


Emil C. Jensen, president of the 
company which has purchased the 
| films and unproduced stories for- 


merly owned by Art Cinema Corp., 
affiliate of United Artists, 
plans an early trip to Hollywood. 


ja finance 


| 
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Flood Rise Again 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 
flood 


has 


A new pushing on towards 


Pittsburgh downtown Golden 
| Triangle, where most of the de luxe 
| film houses are located, digging in 
for another siege. Forty-eight hours 
of steady rain, beginning late Satur- 
day night, began pushing up rivers 
| Monday (26) almost at rate of foot 
/an hour and stage of between 35 and 
37 feet was freely predicted for to- 
day by weather experts. 

That mark would probably seri- 
ously crimp operation of Fulton, 
Alvin, Penn and Barry theatres, pos- 


sibly Stanley, too, not to mention 
number of nabe_ sites on lower 
Northside. 

Disastrous flood of March, 1936, 


which caused $1,000,000 damage in 
theatres alone, was a 46-footer. Rain 
was still coming down fast late yes- 
terday, with no let-up in sight and 
continued deluge likely today, which 
may shoot crest up to 40 feet or 
more. 

In Johnstown, Pa., streets , were 
flooded Monday afternoon and film 
houses there, according to advices 
received by WB local office, had al- 
ready started pulling up seats, rugs 
and fixtures. 

Frantic calls for sandbags to stem 
tide went out from here yesterday 
and theatres plan to take no chances 
again. If no recession is in sight by 
late today, they'll probably shut 
down in self-protection. 





Initialer for Cascade Pix 
Hollywood, April 27. 


Cascade Pictures, new indie com- 
pany, has started production on the 





first in a series of four pictures, 
‘Maid of the Mountain.’ Dick 
L’Estrange is directing from a 


screenplay by Don Taylor. 
| Ruby Robinson, Canadian singer, 
makes her film debut in the film. 


Hearivigs on RKO Reorg Plan Resume 
Today (Wed.); 1936 Earnings Given 


Hearing on the RKO reorganiza- 
tion plan will continue’ today 
(Wednesday) before Special Master 
George W. Alger when holders of 
class A stock not converted in 1931 
will testify in oppositon to the pro- 
posed plan. It is expected that Col. 
H. C. Rickabee, for Atlas Trust and 
Lehman Bros., will make known the 
results of conferences he has had 
with certain groups in an effort to 
improve the position of general 
creditors as against debentures and 
stockholders. 

Those to be heard today are Ed- 
ward Stern, holder of 1,234 shares 
of class A stock: Edward Hickey, of 
Washington, who retains 175 shares 
and is also opposing the plan as un- 
constitutional, and George L. Schein. 
attorney, representing another group 
of independent stockohlders. 


At the first meeting held _ be- 
fore Alger last week an accountant 
was the only witness. He revealed 


that there is $12,700,000 in outstand- 
ing claims against RKO and its sub- 
sidiaries and $17,000,000 in unse- 
cured claims, including the Rocke- 
feller claim amounting to $9,000 900 

The accountant’s report fer 


1936 | 


showed a net profit of $2,485,911, the 
parent organization having at pres- 
} ent $540,000 in cash on hand and the 
subsids $6,830,000. RKO-Radio Pic- 
;}tures showed a profit of $1,088,631 
for the year. 

It is understood that Leo Spitz, 
president of the corporation, will ap- 
pear at one of the hearings to give 
his views concerning 
angle of 
prospects of its succe: 


fhe 


Kresel Loses Orpheum 
Intervention Motion 


The motion of Isidor J. Krese] on 
behalf of Orpheum Circuit preferred 
tockholders to intervene in 
RKO reorganization proceedings was 
denied Friday (23) by Federal Judge 
William Bondy, N. Y. 

The denial was made on the 
nical that 
pers failed to state that Marcu 
Orpheum trustee, has refused 
to institute suit to set aside the al- 
|leged fraudulent transfer of Or 
|} pheum Theatre 
idiary. 
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Corp., another RKO su! 


Civic Pride Hypes K.C. (Kan) 
Into Wanting Ist Run Pix Also 





Beginning To 
Worry in Ptshg 





financial | 
the proposed plan and the | 


the 


Kansas City, April 27. 
Chamber of Commerce and other 
civic organizations in Kansas City, 
hepped up on civic pride, are de- 
manding first run releases for their 
town. They have pressed the Thea- 
tre Owners’ Association (represent- 


ing 11 of town’s 12 houses) to ap- 
proach distributors on the matter. 
Town has not had first runs since 
1922. TOA representatives will meet 


with distributors early this week 


Although the town is largest in 
Kansas it is only second run house 
in the state, getting pictures on 28- 
day clearance from Kansas City, 


Missouri, dates; subsequent showing 
less. Distributors the two 
Kansas Citys as city with the 
Kansas side town a suburb. 

Biggest problem the towm has had 
for years is in individual 
identification in commercial, indus- 
trial and civie affairs. With many a 
scalp under their belt on that score 
they intent on gaining 
nition as a separate entity from the 
picture industry. 

City first got riled about staius of 
its theatres when during flood 
asters last winter, the Kansas thea- 
tres ‘pooled on gross donation of 
single pic.’ They tried to get a first 
run for the oceasion but best it could 
do was a four-year-old. City 
burned but soon forgot matter when 
theatre men explained the situation. 
Controversy was brought to light last 
week when Judge Joseph H. Mc- 
Dowell protested in a letter to the 
Kansas mayor claiming that towns 
within few miles got first runs while 
they did not. 

Town has two houses, an indie and 
a Fox house, that would normally be 
first run outlets. Fox is cool on the 
matter as it has enough problems on 
Missouri side without adding to 
them. Picture men are generally of 
the opinion that Kansas City, Kansas, 
will remain second run and doubt if 
the Kansas exhibs could make a go 
of first runs. George Baker, the indie 
operator, frankly states he doesn’t 
know what it would do to his biz 
but he’d like a fling at first runs. 
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ADMISH UPPING 
IN COAST WIND 





Los Angeles, April 27. 

Zoning and clearance schedule, as 
originally set up under NRA and 
currently in effect, will be contin- 
ued in Southern California for the 
1937-38 season. Only chance for any 
radical changes will be in the event 
a few independent theatre operators, 
classed as holdouts, fall in line with 
a plan that is being agitated to boost 
admissions in the zone first runs to 
50c., thereby enabling downtown 
and Hollywood first runs to tilt top 
tariff to 75c. 

Fox-West Coast and a number of 
indie operators are strong for pro- 
posed admission tilts in the zone or 
nabe first runs, but their hands are 
tied because a few of the unaffiliated 
exhibs refuse to boost their tariffs. 


EXHIB’S STORY LANDS 
Chicago, April 27. 

At a recent Paramount meeting, 
Dave Wallerstein, Balaban & Katz 
division manager in charge of loop, 
Gary, South Bend, and Hammond 
theatres, submitted a story idea based 
on a girls’ summer camp. 

It has just been accepted by Para- 
mount as a film production. 


GONE WITH THE TIDE 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Barry Fitzgerald has been signed 
for a role in ‘Ebbtide’ at Paramount, 
which will be made in technicolor. 
Henry Hathaway directs, Lucien 
Hubbard producing. 


Sparks Joins S-I 
Hollywood, April 27 

Paul Sparks has joined Selznick- 
International as assistant to Charles 
Richards, casting director. 

Sparks formerly was in the cast- 
ing offices at Universal and Re- 
public 


RKO’S JULIET FORBES? 


Julie Forbes may be signed by 
RKO 

Actre last week went into 
‘Brother Rat’ in place of Wyn Ca- 
hoon, who had to leave in order to 


1 fill Columbia contra 
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... WILL FIND THE MUSIC HALL’S 


TREASURER TURNING CARTWHEELS 
IN THE STREETS!” 














—FRANK NUGENT. N. Y. TIMES} 
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THOUSANDS or STANDEES at EVERY PERFORMANCE AS MORE THAN | >. 
100,000 PATRONS RUSH TO SEE IT DURING OPENING WEEK-END! | ;.. 


lates 


| nicol 


Thoroughly delightful... Janet Gaynor gives 











the outstanding performance of her career 
..- Acting is excellent and the story is unusual 
..» "A STAR IS BORN" is ‘Hollywood's 
dream of what Hollywood ought to be... 
You couldn't ask for a pleasanter dream than 


that. 
—Robert Garland, N.Y. American 


Saturated with the quality known as “box- 
office glamour" ... Sure to delight any audi- 
ence ... An unusual entertainment . . . It is 
not only a thoroughly good film but a daring 


and exciting one. 
—Bland Johaneson, Daily Mirror 


Movie fans should be vastly entertained by 
"A STAR IS BORN" . . . Handsomely pro- 
duced and charmingly Technicolored . . . 
Janet Gaynor and Fredric March, co-starred, 
give excellent performances. | 


—Rose Pelswick, N. ¥. Evening Journal 


FRENZIED APPLAUSE BREAKS OUT AT EVERY SHOWING! 


The best of the dramas in many a preview. 


It will tighten the cords in your throat and 
heart, make you sniffle (yes, you) and do other 
things to your emotions. 


Destined to make box office history through. 
its universal appeal to all classes of entertain- 


ment seekers. The last word in entertainment. 


—Walter Winchell 


—Boxoffice 
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| ) The Cinema City is turned inside out in "A Entertaining, moving production, one that The most remarkable account of picture mak- 
| STARIS BORN," to the utter satisfaction of should fascinate every moviegoer . . . Studio ing that has yet reached the stage or screen 
| the audience at the Music Hall, where the sequences are particularly excellent . . . Most ... An excellent document of the world's big- 
latest and most successful example of Tech- pleasing technicolor photography yet pre- gest show business, and an engrossing enter- 

nicolor is on display. sented. tainment. 
allie Catinss, Gilly Mews —Eileen Creelman, N.Y. Sun —Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald Tribune 


CRITICS GO WILD WITH ENTHUSIASTIC PRAISE SUCH AS 
NEVER BEFORE BESTOWED UPON A TECHNICOLOR SMASH! 


A lovingly detailed exposition in the best Excellent . . . powerful human-interest drama 
Technicolor . . . Combines elements of un- ..» Should insure unusual box office results... 
questionable popularity ... The fan maga- spectators will not be disappointed, for it is 
zine public will eat it up. great entertainment! 


—Archer Winsten, N.Y. Post —Pote Harrison's Reports 


IT’S A HOLDOVER NATURAL FROM THE START! 
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; TPS THE SAME IN LOS ANGELES 
AT THE STATE AND CHINESE 
Ley THEATRES! IT'LL BE THE 
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The best picture of the week is “A STAR IS 
BORN"... A five-bell picture . . . | recom- 


mend for the entire family the five-bell pic- 
ture, "A STAR IS BORN." 


—Jimmy Fidler, NBC Movie Reporter 


When | heard Jimmy Fidler call this a ‘‘five- 
bell picture", | thought he was exaggerating 

. Now after seeing it | say it should have 
been called a ten-bell picture . . . One of the 


best pictures of all times. 
—Alice Tildesley, Philadelphia Public Ledger Syndicate 


| recommend that you lose no time in going 
to see this delightful human interest drama. 


—Louella O. Parsons, Universal Service 


All America will want to see this Selznick hit. 
Perhaps the great American novel may never 
have been written, but at last the great story 
of Hollywood has been screened by David O. 


Selznick. —Ted Magee, Screen Book 


Magnificently produced by David O. Selznick 
. Sympathetically acted .. . Vigorously 
directed ... Something every cinema de- 


votee will clamor to see. 
—Harry Mines, Los Angeles Daily News 


Selznick International's "A STAR IS BORN" 
is the best color picture ever made .. . It is 
the best picture on Hollywood ever made... 
It is one of the best pictures ever made in a 


season resplendent with pretentious films. 
—Clark Wales, Detroit Free Press 


SELZNICK 


Janet 


GAYNOR : 





ANDY DEVINE 





SOP A 


The First Modern Picture in TEGHNICOLOR with 


ADOLPHE MENJOU+>MAY ROBSON 
LIONEL 


/ 
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This Selznick International Production is des- 
tined to make box office history . . . Of uni- 
versal appeal to all classes of entertainment 
seekers. —Ivan Spear, Associated Publications 
David O. Selznick has given the industty one 
one of its most outstanding films ... In "A 
STAR IS BORN" he has a masterful produc- 
tion... Brilliant action... Triumph at the box 
office. -—Joe Blair, Hollywood Motion Picture Review 


A powerful picture which David O. Selznick 
has given grand production . . . Fredric 
March gives the most real performances | 


have ever seen. 
—W. E. Oliver, Los Angeles Herald-Express 


Close to the heart of all movie fans . . . Tailor- 
made for millions interested in Hollywood .. . 
David O. Selznick's swell picture that will swell 


box office receipts in any man's theatre. 
—Warren Stokes, Jay Emanuel Publications 


A thoroughly enjoyable picture . . . | liked 
everything ... Best picture ever done in Tech- 
nicolor . . . Starts Janet Gaynor anew... 


Fredric March grand. 
—Sidney Skolsky, N. Y. Daily News 
Chicago Tribune Syndicete 


David O. Selznick's veritable epic of Cellu- 


loidia . .. Will interest all audiences. 
—Edwin Schallert, Los Anaeles Times 


INTERNATIONAL 


presents 


Fredric 


MARCH 






STANDER 


Produced by DAVID QO. SELZNICK 


Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN - 


Released thru United Artists 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Publicity chief at major studio on the Coast, who has been at the plant | 


a ishe himself unusually important since he has struck the fancy of the 
top exec on the lot. Latter saw some rushes of a picture now in work, 
with the p.a. also present. After the showing the studio press agent sought 
out the associate producer on the film and told him unqualifiedly that, as 
the picture would be one of the important ones to come from the lot, it 
must be properly cut and edited. Whereupon he proceeded to tell him 
how it should be cut. The producer was flabbergasted at first, and then 
stormed. The p.a. still does not know that he was told off by the pro- 
ducer who did it in three-syllable words that undoubtedly went over his 
cranium. However, this is only one of the instances where the p.a. talked 
out of turn with plenty being piled up by various studio execs to tell his 
chieftain when the latter hits the Coast shortly about the chap’s inclina- 
tion to talk out of turn. 

Reception of Metro’s ‘Night Must Fall’ convinced studio heads that al- 
most any story will go if the right producer is available and will give it 
the right treatment. Though publicity credits Robert Montgomery, who 
stars in the piece, as responsible for production of the horror-meller, Hunt 
Stromberg really made the big decision which made the pic possible. 

Due to ‘Night’s’ success there has been a general dusting-off of old 
scripts and where all producers say no soap the scripts are put into cir- 
culation elsewhere. 


In this vein Metro talked a trade of ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ to David 


O. Selznick for Selznick’s ‘Let Me Live.’ Selznick liked the idea so much 
he oversold and now MGM is going to remake the piece itself. Selznick 
will do ‘Let Me Live’ with Fredric March unless he can trade it for some- 
thing more to his liking elsewhere. 

After several years of elaborate preparation, production of visual-edu- 
cation pictures has been intensified this year by ERPI Pictures Con- 
sultants, the educational division of Electrical Research Products, Inc. 


than a year and foreign to the work when he took the job, has tried | 


| 





Grammarian Usher 





Usher at Radio City Music 
Hall, N. Y., went into action 
with his pocket spotlight to 
help Variety reporter locate 
rubber overshoes which were 
kicked around by customers. 
Finally located, usher said: 

‘Are these they?’ 

VARIETY man fainted. 


MULTIPLE PIX 
NEGS VIA NEW 
EK. PROCESS 











Demonstrations made last week of | 


a new super-fine grain stock, to be 


| marketed shortly by Eastman Kodak, 


Any thought for the present of a systematic method of distribution has | 


been sidetracked for the next year or 18 months in favor of concentrating 
on the actual making of these subjects. 
Recently estimated that ERPI had expended in excess of $5,000,000 in 


jects, all of which are designed for classroom work. Since the bulk of this 
has been spent in research and collating subject matter with the most often 
used text books, it is believed that this amount will be nearly doubled 
before a library of film subjects of the type desired will have been rounded 
out. 





Current engagement of ‘The Wave’ at the Filmarte, N. Y., is not officially 


were so successful that at least two 
major producing companies. im- 
mediately evidenced interest and in- 
tention of adapting it for general 
New stock enables producers 
to make any number of dupe nega- 
tives that are faultless reproductions 
of the original master negative. 
Saving both in cost, convenience 


use. 


|}and in expediting the more general 


: | release 
developing its elaborate and comprehensive library of educational sub- | 


of feature pictures are 
wrapped up in the-new discovery, in 
the opinion of trade experts. New 
refined stock enables a film company 
to take off countless dupe negatives 
from the master negative so that 
these dupes can be shipped to vari- 


| ous localities and made to serve as 


sponsored by Frontier Films, non-profit, ‘liberal’ pix producing group. Was | 


booked direct from commercial distributor. 
actively plugging the pic, issuing bally 
quarters. 


Frontier Films, however, is 
circulars from group's head- 


Frontier interest in “The Wave is due primarily to fact that Paul Strand, | 


Frontier prez, had major hand in film’s production. 
pro-labor viewpoint. 
in Mexican seacoast village. 


Added reason is pic’s 


After-effect of Par’s trek to Sun Valley, Idaho, to shoot ‘I Met Him in 
Paris.’ has been the loss of a scenic designer and a horse-wrangler. De- 


signer stayed on to make a Swiss Village for Averill Harriman’s winter | 


resort and the horse wrangler landed a job to train a stable for the 
millionaire. In return studio got eight Austrian ski experts, 
Tyroleans are now walking Hollywood boulevard and wondering what 
they’ve come for. Retakes of skating sequences on a local indoor rink 
may give them a few days’ work, but outside of that nothing in sight 
but a long hot summer. 





master negs. From these, the usual 
positive prints can be made. 
Currently, picture companies send 
dupe prints abroad from which a 
dupe negative is reproduced, with 
the positive prints taken from it. 


; ; ch Gower ae “ores | New processed grain stock makes a 
The Wave’ deals with labor struggle of fishermen | far superior duped master and elimi- 


nates the necessity of making any 


ij lavender prints from the master 
negative. It also enables the picture 
companies to retain the original 


and the | 


| the factor 


master negative in the vault. 

One novel innovation is that the 
duped negative is made directly at 
the studio by means of the printing 
machine, which does not introduce 
of having more light in 


| projection on too numerously duped 


Professional feature picture scripts now are being employed by the | 


course in Cinema Appreciation at Syracuse University. Prof. Sawyer 


Falk’s class employs them, lab fashion, to assist students in analyzing films | 


shown them at the Civic University theatre. They view the pictures after 


going over scripts to see how dialog and stage directions are transferred | 


to the screen. First scripts used in class work were ‘Lady for a Day,’ 
‘Story of Louis Pasteur,’ ‘Little Women’ and ‘It Happened One Night. 
About 90 students taking the course. 





Paul Panzer, veteran screen actor, and for past three years under con- 
tract to Warner Bros., wants the world to know he is not the Paul Pantzer 
who died in New York April 11. Deceased, Panzer states, was Paul 
Pantzer, of the veteran acrobatic Pantzer trio, for mgny years in vaude- 
ville, but never identified with the screen. Other members of the trio 
were Otto and Willie Pantzer. 





Coronation newsreel coverage will probably not develop into any race. 
The Hindenburg shipment of the May 12 ceremonials in London is out 
because the Zepp’s sailings don’t coincide. 
also looks cold and the American newsreels covering the Coronation will 
probably check their desires for a scoop by doing an intensive job, indi- 
vidually, and then shipping over on the first liners. 

Hollywood at times goes out of its way to obtain talent for films but 
often scouts fail to notice comers right at their very portals. 
Ann Miller, a dancer in San Francisco, was signed to an RKO contract. 
Studio bragged about the discovery but failed to say anything about the 





gal appearing at the Club Casanova in Hollywood for five weeks before | 


taking the Frisco job. 





. A new demand for unknown scripts for talent tests is the result of the 
insistence by certain casting departments in the east that each candidate 
for a screen test have an individual script, caleulated to bring out the most 
prominent characteristics of the testee. Talent execs believe that special 
scripts can best project the candidate's qualifications. 





For trade reasons, Alexander Korda and his brother, Zoltan, who directs. is stated, ‘The parties who made this 


are assuming nom-de-pix on distribution of ‘Forever Yours’ which Grand 
National will release in May. The producer to be credited, instead of 
Korda, will be Alberto Giacalone while director credit, instead of Korda, 
will be Stanley Irving. Picture stars Beniamino Gigli. 





New York's World Fair wants a new tag for its mile-long amusement 
sector. Perley Boone, head of exploitation and promotion for the 1939 
Show, is looking for a suitable and original title so that it will not be 
called either the midway or the pike. 

_New wrinkle to help Chicago apartment hunters find convenient loca- 
tions has been developed by Balaban & Katz which is using as many as 32 
nsertions per page in classified columns of Herald & Examiner, reading 
Balaban & Katz Air Conditioned Theatre is near above apartment.’ 





Deal is understood in progress between John M. Stahl and Universal for 
: one-picture producer-director assignment. Stahl's Metro contract, where 
'¢ ls presently supervising the editing of his picture. ‘Parnell,’ permits him 


to go off the lot for an outside production. 





Among the nominees for board of directors named by committee for 
Coming annual election of the Screen Actors’ Guild are three 
members of the opposition group of Actors’ Equity. Include J. Edward 
Bromberg, Russetl Hicks and Victor Kilian. 


RKO Radio studio is currently hitting an all-time high in writing talent. | terms of six pictures of the group. | 


having 52 writers working at studio on 31 scripts. 


“Overage and ‘Allocation’ in Film 


Recently | 





| 





| erate 


prints. 


H’wood Studio Retains 


Control of Talisman 
Los Angeles, April 27. 





Upon declaration in court that it | 
|is solvent and able to care for bills, 


Federal Judge Paul J. McCormick 
ruled that Hollywood Studios, Inc., 
could continue in possession of the 
Old Talisman Studios. Company 
paid $4,500 in rents. 

The judge specified that accept- 
ance of rent from indies was without 
prejudice as to Talisman’s action to 
regain possession of the rental prop- 
erty. 
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Ist Application of Law to Pix 





Liberty Pix Agrees Not 
To Adv. Zona Gale’s Name 


Liberty Pictures Corp. was per- 
petually enjoined last week by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Patterson from using 
the name of Zona Gale, the author, 
| or referring to her story, ‘The Way,’ 
}in advertising the Liberty picture, 
|‘When Strangers Meet.’ Understood 
| Liberty consented to the permanent 


| Stay, thereby settling further court 
|} action of the plaintiff’ who had also 
sued for an accounting and damages 


| on the picture. 

Miss Gale wrote ‘The Way’ in 1908. 
| It was published in the Broadway 
| Magazine. Liberty contended it had 
bought the rights to the title from 
| the magazine and therefore was 
| privileged to use it for promotion 
| purposes. It did by inferring in ads 
| that ‘When Strangers Meet’ was in- 
spired by plaintiff's story. She 
claimed this reference decreased her 
| chances of lucrative of- 
| fer for the picture rights to her own 
story. 


receiving a 


NUDIST FILM CAUSES 
"NEWARK MGR. ARREST 


Newark, April 27. 
‘Elysia, film on nudism, was 
seized by the police Saturday (24) 
afternoon, 10 days after pix started 
| its run at the Little. Sidney Frank- 
|} lin, proprietor, and staff were ar- 











rested on charge of showing ‘in- 
decent’ pix. Complaints made by 
| unidentified church and civic or- 
ganizations, according to vague re- 
| port on part of police, 

| Film, which contains about 15 
minutes of activities at Elysian 


Fields, California nudist camp, was 
rated as dull by local critics. This 
delayed action on the part of the 
local censor may be the needed im- 
petus to create interest in film, if 
allowed to continue, which seems 
highly probable. 


Collins On Mono Pic 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Arthur Collins will direct ‘Para- 
| dise Island’ for Monogram Pictures. 
Production is expected to start May 
1 when Dorothy Reid, associate pro- 
ducer, returns from Samoa where 
| she is obtaining background shots. 
Warren Hull, Movita, Oscar Apfel 
and William Davidson have been 
cast. 








Jack Otterson at Par 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Jack Otterson has joined Para- 
mount as an associate of Hans 
Dreier, head of the art department. 
Otterson recently left the art staff 
at Universal. 





Contracts a Puzzle to N. Y. Courts 


The motion picture ‘industry has 
perfected a language distinctly dif- 
ferent from English as ordinarily 
spoken and written, the New York 
state court of appeals declares in 


'a recent opinion of a film case. 


In the court’s opinion, which was 
written by Judge Irving Lehman, it 


contract (Fox Film vs. Springer & Co- 
calis) presumably understood the 
meaning of the words they used. The 
court, however, must be made lit- 
in a language in which it is 
now unschooled.’ 

An appeal was taken by Phillips 
& Nizer, in behalf of Fox Film, from 
two lower court decisions which dis- 


| missed a bill of complaint brought 
| by Fox against the N. Y. theatre 


' 
former 


| clause, 


operators for alleged failure to ful- 
fill a contract for exhibition of pic- 
tures of the 1933-34 season. 

In the contract, which was for the 
exhibition of 58 films in the Springe: 
& Coealis and Consolidated Theatres, 
it was specified that the price for 


the films was to be $2,750 per picture, | 


for the entire chain of 30 houses, 
the individual allocations, however, 
to be made by Fox. 

There also was a_ typewritten 
added to the printed form 
of contract, which covered special 


The issue before the court of ap- 


peals was an interpretation of this 
added clause, reading as follows: 

‘On six pictures allocated by Fox, 
Fox is to receive 50% overage after 
the theatre has received as 50% profit 
what Fox received as film rental. 
Expenses are to be on the basis of 
1-10th week-days, 2-10ths Saturday 
and 3-10ths Sunday. These six pic- 
tures are to be played 3 or 4 days for 
weekends depending on the house 
policy.’ 

Appearing before the court, Louis 
| Nizer, for Fox, contended that the 
| provision called for settlement of 
| film rental after each of the six 
| pictures was played. Kelly & Con- 
i nelly, representing the exhibitors, 
argued that settlement was deferred 
}until all six pictures had been played. 
| The court stated that it was un- 
| schooled in the motion picture mean- 
|ing of ‘overage’ and ‘allocate.’ On 
this point the opinion said: ‘The 
}courts endeavor to apply the defi- 
| nitions accepted by both parties, 
| though such definitions may be un- 
known to lexicographers. The parties 





i; may, if they choose, use their own 
special dictionaries, but when they 
ask the uninitiated to construe their | 


contracts they must furnish them 
with dictionaries they have used. 
| They have not done so in this case. 


ito trial.’ 


‘Appeal granted and case ordered | 


Washington, April 27. 

First application of the Securities 
Law to the film industry was in 
prospect today (Tuesday) following 
findings by Securities and Ex- 
change Commission examiner that 
Condor Pictures withheld  infor- 
mation for petential investors in 
asking registration for than 
$1,000,000 worth of stock 

Upholding charges preferred 
Commish, Examiner Richard Town- 
send reported that Condor omitted 
necessary facts and gave misleading 
appearance In explaining arrange- 
ments made for studio space on the 
West Coast. Case now goes before 
the full Commish, which probably 
will be urged by attorneys to issue 
a stop order banning sale of tickets 
until desired information forth- 
coming. 

Primary 


more 


by 


is 


question was whether 





Condor made full and complete dis- 
clesure, required by truth-in-securi- 
ties law, about rental agreements for 
Western Service Studios After 


analyzing registration statement, 
prospectus and company explanation, 
examiner reported the 
statement of Condor 
contains untrue 


registration 
Pictures, Inc., 
statements of ma- 
| terial facts and omits to state ma- 
| terial facts required to be stated 
| therein and material facts necessary 
| to make the statements therein not 
misleading. 

In various amendments to registra- 
tion plea, Condor said it owns no 
studios, but carries on production by 
rerfting use of studio and equipment 
at RKO Pathe studio and by renting 
Western Service Studios from Grand 
National Films. Rent in each case 
was $350 per shooting day. 

Rental Studie Space 

Discussing actual arrangements, 
examiner said impression given in- 
vestor that $350 rental is sole charge 
for equipment and facilities, as well 
as space. Company did not reveal 
requirement to pay half-rental when 
working on location. Lease also in- 
volves substantial additional charges 
for lights, sound equipment, cameras 
and other facilities. Registration did 


not disclose that added cost for 
sound equipment for films costing 


over $50,000 would be absorbed in 
reduced rentals while on location. 
The lease does not definitely de- 
termine whether the specified sums 
payable by the lessee for additional 
equipment, facilities and services are 
payable as rent or mere separate, 
distinct, personal covenants on the 
part of the lessee to make the pay- 
ments independent of the reserved 
rent, said Townsend. To disclose to 
the investor that the rental payment 
is $350 per day and to fail to dis- 
close the additional rental of facili- 
ties, equipment, etc., may have a 
tendency to be misleading. Other 
points which the examiner stressed 
were failure of Condor to reveal un- 
derstanding that Western Service 
Studios will be used minimum of 100 
days annually or to admit that no 
lease actually has been negotiated. 
Townsend remarked that revised 
lease has not been signed and Con- 
dor is not yet freed from 100-day 
requirement. Added that Condor has 
only contract to sign a lease. The 
full details of the lease had not been 
negotiated and when drafted the 
lease itself varied from the original 
understanding. The variations be- 
tween the lease as contemplated and 
the lease as executed are now being 
negotiated, Townsend said. 


$83,330 Default Commish 
Award Ys. Alex. D’Arcy 


A default judgment for $83,330 was 
awarded Sylvia Saunders, agent, by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice William 
T. Collins Monday (26) against Alex- 
ander D'Arcy Warner Bros. feature 
actor, who failed te appear when the 
trial of the action was called. Miss 
Saunders claimed this amount which 
included interest was due her under 
a contract as D’Arcy’s manager after 
she had negotiated his deal with 
Warners last spring. Under her 
agreement she was to get 25° of his 
earnings. She claimed he ran out on 
the agreement before the first year 
expired. 

Miss Saunders alleged she was 
instrumental in bringing D’Arcy to 
Hollywood from France after he had 
clicked in the picture, ‘Carnival of 
Flanders.’ She induced Warners to 
| sign him to a term contract which 
| stipulated she was to represent him 
| during the run of the agreement. His 
| last picture was ‘Stolen Holiday” in 

which Kay Francis starred. Gustavus 

A Rogers appeared for Miss 
| Saunders. 
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O 
MAN CHASES May- 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S “WOMAN CHASES MAN” IS ONE OF THE MOST SUC- 
CESSFUL OF THE HILARIOUS FARCES THAT HAVE COME OUT OF HOLLY- 
WOOD SO FAR. — Douglas W. Churchill, Hollywood Correspondent, N. Y. Times 






HOLLYWOOD'S GOOFIEST PATHS OF MERRI- 
NN IUN. — Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles Herald & Express 


A THOROUGHLY MAD PICTURE OF THE FARCE TYPE 1S “WOMAN Q < KS CHASES MAN” 
(WHAT A TITLE)... WILL PROVE LAUGH-INSPIRING.... HIGHLY AMUSING. \ —lLos Angeles Times 


“WOMAN CHASES MAN” SWELL...PACKED WITH LAUGHS... THE KIND OF MAD FARE we = THAT 


SPELLS PLENTY OF BOX-OFFICE THESE DAYS... THIS SAMUEL GOLDWYN PRODUCTION . SRY IS OF THE 


USUAL HIGH STANDARD AND KEYED TO POPULAR ENTERTAINMENT Sig seve Yj Hollywood 
: << fh Reporter 
Re Oo 


“WOMAN CHASES MAN” DOWN ONE OF — 
MENT...1T’S A NUTSY HOUSE OF 












SPLENDID SHOWMANSHIP AND i! CRAFTSMANSHIP COMBINE TO | {i << 
TAKABLY TO THAT BRAND 


FIRE AUDIENCE STUFF ANY ¢% }, WHERE, FOR IT BELONGS UNMIS ] 
OF JOYOUS, INFECTIOUS s) COMEDY WHICH GETS ITSELF_£’ WIDELY. RECOMMENDED 













er, AX AND PROSPEROUSLY PATRONIZED. — Daily Variety 
SAMUEL (e IL sf “WOMAN CHASES MAN” IS A RIOT OF MADNESS WITH MIRIAM 
HOPKINS | hy ig ‘i PROVING MY FAVORITE ZANY. — Elizabeth Wilson, Silver Screen 


FINE FARCI |_| CAL ENTERTAINMENT THAT GIVES MIRIAM HOPKINS AND JOEL McCREA A CHANCE 
TO DISPLAY 1 THEIR LIGHT COMEDY TALENTS IS SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S “WOMAN CHASES MAN.” 


— Sheilah Graham, North American Newspaper Alliance 


HILARIOUS IN THE EXTREME, SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S “WOMAN CHASES MAN” IS A WORTHY COMEDY 
SUCCESSOR TO HIS LONG LINE OF HITS. 


—Leo Townsend, Western Editor, Modern Screen 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S SUPERB COMEDY “WOMAN CRS 
CHASES MAN" GIVES YOU ALL THE os LAUGHS YOU f J VIF ; ; 
ou of ® ‘ » ° 
CAN HANDLE... JOEL McCREA 1 : 
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WAKE UP AND LIVE 


(MUSICAL) 


20th Century-Fox release of, Darryl F. 


ganuck production; Kenneth MacGowan, 
associate producer. Features Walter Win- 
chell, Ben Bernie, Alice Faye, Patsy 
Kelly, Ned Sparks, Jack Haley. Directed 
py Sidney Lanfield. Screen play, Harry 
Tugend, Jack Yellen from story by Curtis 
Kenyon based on Dorothy Brande’s book, 


"Wake Up and Live.’ Songs, Mack Gordon 





and Ha:ry Revel. Camera, Edward Cron- 
jager; film editor, Robt. Simpson; musical 
direction, Louis Silvers. At Roxy, (ile $¥. 
week April 22. 37. Running time, 91 
a. 1 Himself 
‘alter Winchell.......ccccccecsess imse 

er peruie and Band... an he mselve s 
Alice Huntley......-+++++++ ecoeed Alice Faye 
Patsy Kane......- .Patsy Kelly 
Steve Cluskey......+++++++eeee+.Ned Sparks 
Eddie Kane....-- ee .Jack Haley 
Jean Roberts....--.-+++eeees Grace Bradley 
Gus AVETY....--.cececerevees Walter Catlett 
Specialty....---- Leah Ray and Joan Davis 
Herman... --. eee eeeeeecees Douglas Fowley 
James Stratton....-..+-eeeee .Miles Mander 
Specialty ....+-++eeeeeeeeeeees Condos Bros, 
Brewster TWIns...-..seeeeseeee- Themsel\ es 
Waldo Peebles.. eee ree Etienne Girardot 
MCCavO..cccccscccscccseccvocecs Paul Hurst 
Manager...-.-see cess eencoeess George Givot 
Foster...ceeee ee cecsecccecs Barnett Parker 
DUNOUEB. nec ccesvecncveene Charles Williams 
Ist Gunman.......-++eeeeees Warren Hymer 
Murphy......----eeseeseres sees Ed Gargan 
Attendants......-+++eseeee William Demarest 

John Sheehan 
SINBET.. 0. cecccccvecccece Rosemary Glosz 


‘Wake Up and Live’ is a sock pic- 
ture because it is thoroughly satis- 
fying film entertainment.* Off the 
screen it has, perhaps, the most au- 
spicious build;up ever attendant to 
any motion picture production—a 
well publicized and thoroughly fa- 
miliar pseudo-‘feud’ between Walter 
Winchell and Ben Bernie, the cast 
toppers of the film, plus repeated 
radio heralding. With Alice Faye, 
Patsy Kelly, Ned Sparks and Jack 
Haley in support, this strongly paced 
filmusical is’ surefire. 

Dorothy Brande’s titular inspira- 
tion for the story is well taken ad- 
vantage of as a plot motivation to 
project the mike-fright-phobia of 
Jack Haley. Alice Faye is opposite 
for the buck-up-and-be-a-man stuff. 
Thus it becomes a male Cinderella 
theme with Haley whamming with 
his vocalizing when, jockeyed into 
singing into what he thinks is a dead 
mike, be becomes a national by- 
word as ‘The Phantom Crooner.’ 


Both Miss Faye and Haley are 
capital as the love interest, former 
never looking better and now han- 
dling light emotional scenes with 
conviction. For Haley this picture 
has excited much sudden highly fa- 
vorable comment in film circles. It’s 
almost as if he were a discovery. 
Surprising because he’s been around 
for some time and was among the 
stage’s best light comedians before 
going to the Coast five years ago. 
Didn’t anybody see ‘Sitting Pretty’ 
(Par)? That was '33. His singing 
here will be explained later, but 
Haley has always been able to send 
across those ‘Button Up Your Over- 
coats.’ Hence, the Haley furore 
amounts to something closely re- 
sembling belated recognition. 


Winchell and Bernie play Winchell 
and Bernie, and are swell. A wise- 
guy like Winchell seemingly must 
have labored constantly under the 
burden that he mustn’t put himself 
in a spot by indulging in any be- 
hind-the-lens foibles. Any modifi- 
cations of Winchell the newspaper- 
man into Winchell the actor there- 
fore are few and mild enough not to 
be noticed. If a little less gray, or 
with a once-over-lightly Westmoreing 
of the thinning thatch, it blends well 
into the picture. Wisely there’s been 
little prettyfying although he screens 
well, and plays with poise and non- 
chalant assurance. 


Bernie is quite juvenile, on the 
other hand, and yet the maestro like- 
wise has been given no curly locks. 
His weight is down and this is his 
most notable physical improvement 
for present and future screen value. 
Otherwise the Winchell-Bernie dia- 
logic backbiting is brittle. While 
some may have tired and probably 
many more have wondered about 
this raillery, whether it’s the 
Tugend-Yellen dialog or their own 
nifties (probably a combination of 
both), this duel holds up in the pic- 
ture, especially since it’s deftly tied 
with the story. 

Patsy Kelly, as Winchell’s Girl 
Friday, and Ned Sparks, as his chief 
Spy, are corking comedy support. 
Grace Bradley is a looker and cast 
as a light menace. Leah Ray whams 
with her personality in a_ brief 
rhumba interlude. Joan Davis is 
also a wallop in this same sequence 
with her clown Spanish fandango. 

he Condos Bros. do amazing taps, 
SO much so they’re in for two spe- 
Cialties, The nitery background for 

ernie’s band permits plausible lati- 
tude for 
without 
vaudeville cavalcade. It’s never 
permitted to run overboard since the 
ackground dramatic action between 
rié newshawking Winchell, in the 
joint, and the Old Maestro, on the 
podium, is maintained with proper 
ensity under Sidney Lanfield’s ex- 
cellent direction. 

Production and technical niceties 
are plentiful. They range from the 
Gtra-modern dialog to the corking 

ordon and Revel songs, of which 
" ere are nine. While sounding like 

Po many, the tunes are madegto fit. 

° simple job considering e 91 
punutes running time. The radio 
oc nsround, with its deft digs at the 
pulitary austerity and the honor of 
Wate a Radio Center guide, makes 
s ake Up and Live’ the first really 

ood Satire on radio, For the trade, 
o_ 4ccidental creations of mike 
mae :: the community sings; the regi- 

ited modus operandi of radio 





[ 
| 


and its personnel, and the like, will 
appeal. 


or the trade, too, the whammo 


off-screen singing of radio’s Buddy 
Clark for Jack Haley will impress. 
There’s no billing for Clark, of 
course, who is under contract to 
CBS. For the trade also, the defy- 
ing synchronization of Haley’s larynx 
with Clark’s voice becomes a fasci- 
nating subject for study, since it 
hooks up so well. Now there may 
be a problem as to Haley’s future 
singing voice for films. 

Of the songs, ‘Lull 
‘It’s Swell of You,’ 
Live,’ ‘Million Years’ 
Over’ are the most 


in My 
‘Wake Up and 
and ‘Bubbling 

commercial. 





Life,’ | 


‘Lull’ and ‘Million Years’ are a cinch | 


|; Screen 


| 
| 


| 





these floor show specialists | 
making it too much of a| 





for sales. ‘Muchacha’ (Leah Ray’s 
lone opportunity) and the others are 
incidentals. And, incidental to these 
minor tunes, crops up still another 
professional nicety the actual 
plugging, albeit indirectly, 
through a substituted trade name, 
for Winchell’s ‘lotion’ and Bernie‘s 
beer programs on the air (now, of 
course, American Can, but still a 
malt product hookup). From one 
perspective it’s a bit of commercial- 
ized film production, yet never ob- 
trusive and, seemingly included, to 
further intensify the realistic com- 
ponents of its top cast members. 
Thus, an actual re-creation of a 
Winchell newscast becomes a strong 
interlude in one spot. Of course, the 
film in toto is a terrific trailer for 
Winchell’s column. He should ask 
Hearst for a raise on this film alone. 
‘Wake Up and Live’ will put no 
picture audience to sleep. Abel. 


A STAR IS BORN 


(IN COLOR) 


Artists release of Selznick Inter- 
production. Produced by David 


United 
national 


O, Selznick. Stars Janet Gaynor and 
Fredric March. Directed by William A. 
Wellman. Original story, Wellman and 
Robert Carson; adaptation, Dorothy Parker, 
Alan Campbell and Robert Carson; De- 
signed in color (Technicolor) by, Lansing 
C. Holden: score, Max Steiner; special ef- 
fects, Jack Cosgrove; Hal C. Kern, film 
editor; photography, W. H. Greene; Mrs. 
Natalie Kalmus, technicolor adviser. At 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., week April 
22, 'S7. Running time, 111 mins. 

Esther Blodgett-Vicki Lester.Janet Gaynor 
POCINAD BRANNON 6 oc crasionses Fredric March 
COSVOR Wes ssc McaeSensees Adolphe Menjou 
DMUROD 6 sc dobe CoRhs 690 CO Oees 458% May Robson 
Dannie MeGuire Andy Devine 
BAUR 6 cle cond Cetedbwauee cede Lionel Stander 
BUCA FROME. viccie cc cadacees Elizabeth Jenns 
Pop Randall...............Edgar Kennedy 
eee BNO. «co 4044060 6 bes 60s Owen Moore 
Threedore Smythe. ..os.ccsecscd I. C. Nugent 
Artet BEA s ficcckcsvowuss Clara Blandick 
Mathers Brother... .ccccccscsd A. W. Sweatt 


Miss Phillips (clerk) Peggy W ood 
BUOTEGG . cack coneccwedevtoseavash Adrian Rosely 


WONG 50% pa Cad apie ee ... Arthur Hoyt 
Otto Friedl...... Vince Barnett 
A smash which unquestionably 


will rate among the half dozen best 
of the season. 

Excellent production values, in- 
cluding a good color job, with a well 
told story against a background of 
Hollywood and the picture business. 
It is fine picture making. Theatres 
can go in for heavy advance adver- 
tising, and arrange to hold the film 
extra days. It is one of those rare 
ones which everyone will want to see 
and will talk about. 

Although not the first film which 
has attempted to capitalize the in- 
ternational reputation of Hollywood, 
it is unquestionably the most effec- 
tive one yet made. The highly com- 
mendable results are achieved with 
a minimum of satiric hokum and a 
maximum of honest story telling. 
Hollywood has taken it on the chin 
for a long time as the butt of many 
a stage farce. ‘A Star Is Born’ is a 
compelling and moving reply in 
which the people of the studios are 
portrayed as human beings. 

While the story is somewhat 
reminiscent of other behind-the- 
scene yarns, the manner of its telling 


makes it convincing and _ distin- 
guished. 
Few pictures have touched the 


tear ducts so easily and unaffectedly 
as this one. There are laughs, too, 
and some sparkling dialog. It is 
wholly free from offensive implica- 
tions, and for the acting of it William 
A. Wellman, directing, has been sup- 
plied with an excellent cast headed 
by Janet Gaynor and Fredric March. 

Film is photographed throughout 
in Technicolor. It is a fact that, af- 
ter a short period of several minutes 
at the beginning, audiences will 
rarely be conscious of the color 
tones. They are there, however, and 
it would be interesting to know 
whether the picture would’ be 
equally potent in black and white. 
Several scenes impress on_ sheer 
beauty and composition—a view of 
the California desert backed by 
snow capped mountains, a garden 
landscape with swans in the fore- 
ground, a Pacific sunset towards 


which the broken screen idol swims | 


to his tragic death. Colors of the 
interiors are soft and subdued. 

Story relates the experiences of a 
young girl who rises to cinema fame 
while her husband, having touched 
the heights, is on a swift descent. 
Love the heroine; alcohol, the 
villain. 


is 


| 


| 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th- 
Fox). Surefire filmusical with 
Winchell and Bernie. 

‘A Star is Born’ (UA). Janet 
Gaynor and Fredric March ina 
smash. Disproves the tradition 
that good pictures can’t be 
made with a Hollywood back- 
ground, 

‘The Good Old Soak’ (MG). 
Wallace Beery in a home folksy 
story. Should do okay. 

‘Thunder in the City’ (Col). 
Edward G. Robinson in a suc- 
cess-love story that manages to 
be diverting enough to deserve 
fair grosses or bit better. 

‘Too Many Wives’ (Radio). 
Feeble little farce lacking ac- 
tion or sustained interest. No 
names and strictly dualer. 

‘Girl Loves Boy’ (GN). Weak 
romance featuring Eric Linden 
and Cecilia Parker; for the 
duals and not very promising 





there. 
‘Mama Steps Out’ (Metro). 
Fair film, well played, but 


hardly strong enough to solo. 
Alice Brady and Guy Kibbee 
toppers. 











may be said for March and the man- 


Norman Maine. He creates a finely 
drawn portrait-of weakness without 
viciousness, a demoralization which 
reminds of Hurstwood in Dreiser’s 
‘Sister Carrie.’ 

Others in the cast also are excel- 
lent, including Adolphe Menjou, who 
plays a producer; Lionel Stander, as 
a studio publicity man; Andy Devine, 
an assistant director, and May Rob- 
son, who sets the key for the story 
in the opening sequences when she 
gives her’ granddaughter’ (Miss 
Gaynor) the cash to pay for the 
Hollywood trip, and in the end when 
she persuades the heartbroken wife 
to continue her film career. 

Nearly every familiar Hollywood 
spot has been incorporated into the 
telling of the story. These include 
views of Grauman’s Chinese theatre, 
the swimming pool at the Ambas- 
sador hotel, the club house at Santa 
Anita race track, a night scene of the 
Los Angeles valley from the Holly- 
wood hills, a flash of the forbiddng 
telephone switchboard at Central 
Casting Office, and a reenactment of 
an annual awards dinner of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 

Wellman figures prominently in 
the credits, both as director and co- 
author of the orignal story with 
Robert Carson. The adaptation is a 
splendid job by Dorothy Parker, 
Alan Campbell and Carson. 

Musical accompaniment, scenery, 
costumes and photography, all are of 
the highest calibre. Klin, 


THE GOOD OLD SOAK 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Harry 
Rapf production. Stars Wallace Beery. 
Directed by J. Walter Ruben. Based on 


Don Marquis ‘play ‘The Old Soak.’ Adapted 





by A. E. Thomas. Camera, Clyde DeVinna, 
At Capitol, N. Y., week April 22, ‘37, 
Running time, 67 minutes. 

a ea Wallace Beery 
PE EEE CRORE ELECT CROP OT ET PE Una Merkel 
TON BEUWEON 6 vcccsccesesess Erie Linden 
WONG 6) 64.00.5005 4 79900 00040088 Judith Barrett 
ON corevings 6b5050600b0040608 Betty Furness 
ee NS 6 i's 4 .6:0:0.0:008b0002005 Ted Healy 
Matilda Hawley Reecher 
ss ot cbae cdbedees bee Sidney 
IS 4.0 64) 06 0006-0466002 Robert McWade 
ek 6) 8 4-0 60660660 6 keen .-..- James Rush 
SS 6 0.469.608 040064 -Margaret Hamilton 


Small town folk in a melodra- 
matic sentimentality that will prob- 
ably do okay. 


beats a miserly small town banker 
(Robert McWade) into coughing up 
after a shady, if legal, stock transac- 
tion with the son (Eric Linden). 
There are several other strong se- 
quences. 
at the seams, but scriptist A. E. 
Thomas has blueprinted it plausibly 
and Director Ruben keeps it moving. 
Idea of glorifying a souse is the 


picture’s danger. There are. still 
ardent temperance people who will 


not especially relish the contrast 
between the kindly booze-hound and 
the teetoling banker. And if it comes 
down to fine points the good old 
soak’s big deed is 
a bank robbery and with a gun. 
Situations are all stock and sig- 





Miss Gaynor gives to her role, the | 


small town girl who makes good, a 


characterization of sustained love- 
liness which will arouse generous 
sympathy. The simplicity with 
which she meets the recurring do- 
mestic crises, and the tenderness 
with which she clings to her hus- 
band when all others have passed 


him by are touching. She is equally 
as good in the comedy passages and 
probably has not given a more Satis- 
factory performance in her career. 
The same, without reservation, 


nalled ahead. Picture’s tally as en- 
tertainment is largely a matter of 
the cast. First. Beery the fan 
have always liked him. Second, 
Janet Beecher as a thoroughly 
creditble long suffering wife. Play- 
ing with her intelligence and a mo- 
bile face Miss Beecher thrusts her- 
self forward as a character actress of 
strong voltage. ; 

Eric Linden does his weakling 
speciality and is thoroughly nega- 
tive and dim-witted as the role re- 
quires. Starting out to be an en- 
grossing part of the story Judith 
Barrett is quickly written out of the 


as 


script. She is the show girl ove 
whom sonny boy doctors the com- 
pany books. Her scenes with the 
father, and then with the son, are 


grippng and create a desire to see 
more of the character. But the 
story is in a hurry to get back to 


ner in which he plays the passe star, | 


: Wallace Berry has a | 
pip dramatic scene when he brow- | 


Old hokum bucket oozes | 


by legal definiton | 


Main Street. Miss Barrett is a 
looker and handles herself smartly. 
Ted Healy is the bootlegger (it's 
pre-repeal) wno makes famous the 
phrase, ‘Al’s here.’ It is amiable red- 
nosed slapstick. Picture also is 
probably the shortest feature the 
Capitol has had in months. Land. 





| Thunder in the City 


(BRITISH-MADE) 





Columbia release of Atlantic production 
Stars Edward G. Robinson. Features Luli 
Deste, Nigel Bruce, Constance Collier, 
Ralph Richardson Directed by Marion 
Gering. Story and adaptation, Robert Sher 

\ n Kandel, Akos Tolnay; film edi- 

’ Arthur Hiltor imera, Al Gilks and 
Ned Mann At Criterion, N. Y.. w k April 
22, ‘'o7. Running time, 86 mins 
Dan Armstrong Edward G. Robinson 

} Lady Patricia Luli Dest« 
The Dut of Glenavon Nigel Bruce 
lr} Duchess of Glenavon,..Constance Collier 

Henry Manningdale Ralph Richardson 

|} Lady Challoner Annie Esmond 

i Sir Peter Challoner Arthur Wontne1 
Dolly KMlizabeth Ineli 

| Jame “ e » Cyril Raymond 
Edna , . Naney Burne | 

| Bill Billy Bray | 
| Snyderliog James Carew 

PE chs cee whale aduhee eae Everley Gregg 


It’s a highly fantastic success story 
|around an American go - getter: 
it’s got Edward G. Robinson doing 
|; comedy, and clumsily making love; 
it’s not distinguished by production 
superiority and it’s unlikely to do 
better than fair; but ‘Thunder in the 


City’ in many ways makes itself 
quite likable. The Robinson name 
| should materially contribute to its 
chances for profit on this side, 


| though not deserving to be big. 

For a long time, Robinson has 
wanted to do something lighter than 
eye-gouging racketeers and went to 
London for that purpose after get- 
ting an offer to appear in this pic- 
ture. He wasn’t so wrong in wanting 
to try his hand at something dif- 
ferent such as this, except that, as a 
romantic lead opposite Luli Deste, he 
is a bit awkward. 

Robinson plays an American bally- 
hoo artist who invades the staid calm 
of business methods in England and, 
backed by a lot of nerve, much luck 
and fictional situations, promotes a 
metal mine in Africa into a big 
proposition. The scenario pushes him 
partly to high endeavors as a means 
of developing the love interest since 
it’s a lot of money thai’s admittedly 
going to win the girl. After raising 
$1,000,000 for the mine through stock, 
Robinson’s rival ties him up under 
patents and it looks as though the 
Horatio Algerian hero is stymied. 
The desired happy ending is there, 
however. 

Three writers prepared: the script, 
headed by Robert Sherwood and in- 
cluding Aben Kandel as well as 
Akos Tolnay. They have written 
much smart dialog into the picture 
and provided numerous comedy situ- 
ations which are ably maneuvered 
by Director Marion Gering. These 
situations, albeit fantastic, ‘together 
with the crispness of dialog and the 
good performances go a long way 
towards making ‘Thunder’ an agree- 
able entertainment dish. Sherwood, 
Kandel and Gering are backed by 
Hollywood experience. 

Miss Deste, opposite Robinson, is 
now in Hollywood. She was brought 
over after completion of this pic- 
ture and is under contract to Co- 
lumbia. She is a; Viennese with a 
pleasant but very slight accent. Miss 
Deste looks to have the goods be- 
sides having the looks. Two who 
contribute much are Nigel Bruce-and 
Constance Collier (also of Holly- 
wood), who play a duke and duchess, 
respectively. Ralph Richardson rend- 
ers a good job of it as a British 
banker. Char. 








RKO-Radio release of William Sistrom 
{ production Features Barbara Pepper, 
| Anne Shirley, John Morley, Gene Lock- 
| hart, Directed by Ben Holmes. Screen- 
} pla Dorothy Yost, Lois Eby, John Grey; 
| stor by Richard English; camera, Nick 
Muraraca. At Colonial, N. Y., April 2l- 
E ‘37. Running time, 61 ntins. 
| Parry Trent......eecoscess.s...d0hn Morley 
| Winifred Jackson.....cccceses Anne Shirley 
| Her POtnei.i.ccscccevieusas Gene Lockhart 
| Horatio Manstield,........ Dudley Clements 
| Sele BOCTOCRE sc cccesvewaves Barbara Pepper 
ee PRONBOWs cc cctesess ... Frank Melton 
| . 

This film 


“h is oat by faulty 
|writing and mediocre direction: 
|marred by primitive acting and 
absurd casting. Even excused as 
light comedy fare, “Too Many Wives’ 


is shallow’ entertainment. Duals 
only, and +’ -n it won’t mean a great 
deal. 

This picture is supposed to intro- 
duce John Morley as a find. Also 
serves to project Anne Shirley in 
different sort of roles. It fails in 
both instances to show good reason 
why they were given the leads. 


Morley looks and acts somewhat like 


Charley Chase. Miss Shirley has a 
certain amount of charm but little 
else. 

Barbara Pepper, most capable 


femme in the picture, is more or le 


wasted in a stenographer role. How- 
ver, she indicates enough for the 
future. 

Gene Lockhart, as the father, 
lends considerable sincerity to an 


absurd character. Dudley Clements, 
in the role of the publisher, present 
conception of No. 1 man on 
a newspaper. Frank Melton is an 
| aloof villain. 


a new 
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GIRL LOVES BOY 


Grand National release of B, F. Zeidman 
production, Features Erie Linden, Cecilia 
Parker. Directed by Duncan Mansfield. Story 
by Karl Brown and Hinton Smith; screen- 


play, Duncan Mansfield and Carroll Grae 
ham, Camera, Edward Snyder. At Strand, 
brooklyn, double bill, week April 22, ‘37. 
Running time, 73 mins. 
SURDOUE COUMORE 2ciccnndcéeueers Eric Linden 
Dorothy McCarthy ........ Cecilia Parker 
Chartes Conrad Acccccoceccse Roger Imhof 
pare, IROCCMICRY Shctacasds Dorothy Peterson 
Sienor Montefiori ........ Pedro de Cordoba 
Sally Lacy ...cccces buteee Bernadene Hayes 
CSule Weeemee cckecdéoecad ° Otto Hoffman 
Penny McCarthy. .ccccccces Patsy O'Connor 
It vedi) er ne Rollo Ldoyd 
Ned McCarthy ceccecccecs . Buster Phelps 
Venabl eee wee eeebecnece John T., Murray 
Rufus Boggs...eseee. eee pen r Charters 
Pim MOCAMAY . cistccctecet Sherwood Fail 
Pargonh BECORGF .ccceccs Kkdwin Mordant 
Lawyer Mack Jameson Thomas 
This is a light piece of fluff of 


the elementary school. Authors and 
producer reached way back on all 
angles; too far back, in fact, to make 
for more than meagre entertainment 
Film will find the going tough even 


in the duals. 
It’s an Horatio Alger plot in an 
early 20th century setting; a hick- 


town romance in which the playboy 
son of the town’s squire goes for the 
daughter of the poor widow. In be- 
tween, the lad marries a gold-digger, 
but later discovered she had failed 
to divorce a previous husband, which 
leaves the way open for a Cinderella 
blow-off. Actually, the naive ‘Girl 
Loves Boy’ title is the tip-off on the 
film’s content and quality. 

Picture wastes Eric Linden and 
Cecilia Parker, its two featured play- 
ers and the hub of the romance, 
via a weak screenplay and mediocre 
photography. At this catching, the 
sound was also poor, but that could 
have been a mechanical fault in the 
theatre itself. Roger Imhof, as the 
playboy’s father, delivers the only 
natural performance in the picture, 
not even excepting the three mop- 


pets, Patsy O’Connor, Sherwood 
Bailey and Buster Fields. / 

There’s little in the film or its 
effects to show much expenditure 
of coin. Direction, spotty. Scho. 

(‘Redes’) 
(MEXICAN MADE) 

Garrison release of Carlos Chaves pro- 
duction Directed by Kred Zinneman, 
Gomez Muriel; production supervision, Paul 
Strand; story, Paul Strand, Veiazques 
Chavez; screen treatment, Henwar Rodla- 
kiewicz; photography, Vaul Strand; editor, 


Gunther von Fritsch; music, Sylvestre 
Revueltas; English titles, John Dos l’aseas, 
Leo Hurwitz, with native cast, At Vile 


marte, N. Y., 
57 mins, 


week April 20, 87, Running 


time, 


(In Mexican, With English Titles) 

Combo travelog and propaganda 
film, ‘The Wave’ has been consider- 
ably ballyed by ‘liberal’ elements and 
arty circles around New York. This 
engagement is sponsored by Frontier 
Films, cooperative, non-profit group 
planning pix of typical American 
life, expressing definite social and 
economic philosophy. 

Will hardly’ revolutionize pix 
methods, though photography is 
striking and effective. Made in Alva- 
rado, tiny fishing village in state of 
Vera Cruz, Mexico, ‘The Wave’ con- 
tains wealth of picturesque scenery. 
Paul Strand’s photography capitale 
izes stark beauties of the locale, util- 
izing cloud formations and contrast- 
ing light and shadows. Film also ex- 
plains fishing methods of the Mex 
natives. 

Where ‘The Wave’ stumbles is in 
trving to combine vivid photography 
with propaganda. Only partially suc- 
ceeds, equalling Eisenstein’s “Thun- 
der Over Mexico’ on neitiier count. 
Unjust working conditions among 
the fishermen are amply portrayed, 
but effectiveness of united action by 
the natives isn’t driven home— 
merely suggested. Also entirely too 
much film footage is used for close- 
ups. Since the natives are a stolid 
lot, hiding rather than revealing 
emotions, lingering closeups seem 
useless. Judged by English titles, 
dialog merely interrupts an excep- 
tional musical score played by symph 
group. Film’s sudden ending is in- 
conclusive. “The Wave’ may do fair 
business in a few arties, particularly 
with backing of ‘liberals.’ Hobe. 


MAMA STEPS OUT 








Metro-Guldwyn-Mayer release of John 
Emerson production, Features Guy Kibbee, 
Alice Brady, Betty Furness, Stanley Morn- 
er. Directed by George B. Seitz. From stage 
play, ‘Ada Beats the Drum,’ by John Kirk- 
patrick; screen play, Anita Loos; songs, 
Kdward Ward, Chet Forrest, Bob Wright; 
camera Jackson Rose; film editor, George 
Roemler, At Mayfair, N. Y April 25-24, 

‘7. double bill. Running time, 65 mins 
Leonard Cuppy v.seeeceesess Guy Kibbee 
Ada Cuppy cesccccccses ee Alice Brady 
Leila Cuppy , cos PROtt lurness 

| Chuck Thompson .....++6- Stanl Morner 
M; 2 8 oe Gene Lockhart 
erdie Fisher Edward Norris 
Dmitri aire ry Gitve 
c Ivan Lebedeft 
N AMIE cccpeccseccessoecs Heather Thatcher 
"1 © vee naeesoeeeuawe es Frank Purlia 
Je OD sttavevebenn .Adrienne Dambr art 

Given marquee names of sales 
value, a smartly written script, well 
played under competent direction, 
this picture still bogs down on story 


| 


| Production values are not bad at | 


| times. 
and camera 


= poor. 


work varies from fair 


Wear. 


Lighting is a weak feature. | 


Scripting and dialog poor. | 


ynd-line 


uphold 


and will fare best with sec 
upport, though it can easily 


the front position. Trouble that 
most audiences have seen the same 
plot so often that they know the 
answer a oon as the premise is 


stated. This particular version is 
drawn from ‘Ada Beats the Drum,’ 
a stage play. but only in minor de- 
velopments does it differ from other 
(Continued on page 24) 
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“DOLLARIZE WITH DISNEY’ IS RIGHT! 


You tell ’em, Phil M. Daly 
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ACADEMY AWARD REVUE 


A feature-length compilation of these Motion Picture | 
Academy Award Prize-Winners: “FLOWERS AND TREES” — ; 
“THREE LITTLE PIGS” ¢ “THE TORTOISE AND THE HARE” 
“THREE ORPHAN KITTENS” ¢ “THE COUNTRY COUSIN” 

Running-Time: 43 Minutes. Length: 3870 Feet. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included. ) 
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WwtEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE ie Fh MINS. BY VARIETY 
eens ‘ ’ a = » Se peucmeneemmenmencmremieeete _e _ - a - - = 
3 ‘12/37 ROMANC E AND RICHES G. Klement GN Comedy Grant-Brian A. Zeisler 56 
A FAMILY AFFAIR Jy, Hubbard- MGM Comedy lL. Barrymore-S. Byington G. Sietz 67 4/21 
Sam Marx 
SWING HIGH, SWING LOW A. Hornblow Par Musical Lombard-MacMurray M. Leisen 92 4/21 
CRIME NOBODY SAW Par Par Mystery L. Ayres-R. Coleman C. Barton 60 4/7 
DON’T TELL THE Wik E R. Sisk RKO Comedy Merkel-Kibbee C. Cabanne 63 2/24 
FAIR WARNING S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. E. Braumberg-B. Furness N. Foster 70 3/24 
LAND BEYOND THE LAW WB WB Western D. Ferris B. R. Eason 
TROUBLE IN MOROCCO Col Col Drama Jack Holt E. Schoedsack 62 3/17 
"3 19 37 TROUBLE IN TEXAS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
PERSONAL PROPERTY J. W. Considine MGM Drama Harlow-Taylor W. S. VanDyke 88 4/21 
HER HUSBAND LIES B. P. Schulberg Par Drama Cortez-Patrick E. Ludwig 15 3/24 
CHINA PASSAGE i Cliff Reid RKO Melodrama V. Haworth-C. Worth E. Killy 63 4/21 
GET ALONG LITTLE DOGIES A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry J. Kane 
BILL CRACKS DOWN W. Berke Rep Drama J. Withers-J. Allen W. Nigh 
TIME OUT FOR ROMANCE M. Feld 20th Rom-Com C. Trevor-M. Whalen M. St. Clair 75 3/17 
HER HUSBAND’S SECRETARY WB WB Rom-Com W. Hall-B. Roberts-J. Muir F. McDonald 61 3/24 
<7 /37 LET’S GET MARRIED E. Riskin c ol Com-Dr Denny-Lupi A. E. Gree 8 4/14 
‘ , “ = : pino . E. Green 6 
3/26/3 23% HOURS’ LEAVE D. McLean GN Comedy J. Ellison J. G. Blystone 70 
MAYTIME H. Stromberg MGM Musical MacDonald-Eddy R. Z. Leonard 132 3/24 
WAIKIKI WEDDING A. Hornblow Par Musical Crosby-Rave-B. Burns FE. Tuttle RR 3/31 
QUALITY STREET P. Berman RKO Rom-Di Hepburn-Tone G. Stevens 84 4 
/ TRAIL OF VENGEANCE A. W. Hackel Rep Com-D: J. Travis-W. Livingston S. Newfield 
SEVENTH HEAVEN R. Griffith 20th Rom-D: Simone-Stewart H, King 100 3/31 
WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS C. Rogers U Rom-Com Dunn-Eilers A. L. Werker 66 
KING AND CHORUS GIRL M. LeRoy WB Musical Gravet-Blondell M. LeRoy 95 3/31 
| 4/2/37 MOTOR MADNE Ss H. L. Decker Col ‘ Com-Dr D. Wilson-C. Quigley D. R. Lederman 
iy RACKETEERS IN EXILE Col Col Melodrama Bancroft-Venable E. C, Kenton 66 4/14 
BACKSTAGE H. Wilcox GB Drama Nagel-Tracy H. Wilcox 
GIRL LOVES BOY B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C, Parker D. Mansfield 73 4/28 
HITTIN’ THE TRAIL E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
SONG OF THE CITY L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lindsay E. Taggert 68 
MAN WHO FOUND HIMSELF C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J. Fontaine L. Landers 67 4/14 
LIGHTNING CRANDALL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
MIDNIGHT TAXI M. Feld 20th Melodrama Dinehart-Donlevy E. Forde 69 4/7 
HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT W. Wanger UA Rom-Com Boyer-Arthur F. Borzage 97 3/31 
WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG R. Presnell U Rom-Com V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr 75 4/21 
MEN IN EXILE Z WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J, Travis J. Farrow 56 
4/9/37 TWO GUN “LAW Col Col Western C harles Starrett IL. Barsha 
; THE GOLD RACKET Condor GN Melodrama C. Nagel-E, Hunt L. Gasnier 
GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD E. Conen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola 
TOO MANY WIVES W. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes 61 4/28 ni 
SOLDIER AND LADY P. Berman RKO Melodrama A. Walbrook-E,. Allen G, Nichols 3 4/14 it 
JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen 70 : 
FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog 80 i 
‘ MARKED WOMAN WB WB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon 96 4/14 
f eae — o eee sauge cen ne emer 4 
= ’ 4/16/37 TWO WHO DARED E. Frenke GN Drama Sten-Wilcoxon E. Frenke ) 
: : MAN IN THE MIRROR J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey 4 
4 ROMEO AND JULIET I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor 130 10/26 36 : 
WAY OUT WEST H. Roach MGM Comedy Laurel-Hardy J. Horne 
HILLS OF OLD WYOMING H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt 78 A 
INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell 75 hi 
3 OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT R. Sisk RKO Western P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne 
GUNS IN THE DARK A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield 
NAVY BLUES B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme: R. Staub 68 
STEP LIVELY, JEEVES J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde 67 4/7 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 
LET THEM LIVE E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young 
THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King 60 4/21 
CALL IT A DAY WB WB Comedy De Haviland-Ian Hunter A. Mayo 
4/23/37 I PROMISE TO PAY M. Connolly Col Drama C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrille D. R. Lederman 68 3/3 
ee SPEED TO SPARE R. Cohn Col Melodrama C. Quigley-D. Wilson L. Hillyer 
THUNDER IN CITY Atlantic Col Com-Dr E. G. Robinson-L. Deste M. Gering 
SILENT BARRIERS GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner 82 3/31 
KILLERS OF THE SEA R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Capt. W. Casswell R. Friedgen 
GOOD OLD SOAK H. Stromberg MGM Drama W. Beery-J. Beecher R. Thorpe , 67 4/238 
NOBODY'S BABY H. Roach MGM Comedy P. Kelly-R. Armstrong G. Meins 
KING OF GAMBLERS R. Florey Par Drama A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C, Trevor Robert Florey 
WOMAN I LOVE A, Lewis RKO Rom-Dr Muni-Hopkins A. Litvak 85 4/21 
GUN SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston J. Kane 
HIT PARADE N. Levine Rep Musical F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins 80 
WAKE UP AND LIVE K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Faye-Haley S. Lanfield 91 4/28 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST S. Lesser 20th Western P. Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur H. Bretherton 
ELEPHANT BOY A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty 81 4/7 
TOP OF THE TOWN L. Brock U Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert R. Murphy 86 3/31 
NIGHT KEY R. Presnell U Mystery B. Karloff-J, Rogers L. Corrigan 68 4/21 
MOUNTAIN JUSTICE WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz 
4/30/37 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR Col Col Action Quigley- M. Keith Cc. C, Coleman 
: KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle C. Hardwic ke-R. Young-P. R. Stevenson 
Robeson 
1g JUGGERNAUT J. Hagen GN Melodrama Boris Karloff H. Edwards 
NIGHT MUST FALL H. Rapf MGM Comedy R. Montgomery-R. Russell J. W. Ruben 116 
MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW L. McCarey Par Comedy V. Moore-P. Hall L. McCarey 
SHALL WE DANCE? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandrich 
j ROOTIN’ TOOTIN’ RHYTHM A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-Armida M. FE. Wright 
ESCAPE FROM LOVE L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen FE. Forde 
THAT I MAY LIVE S. Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Robert Kent Allan Dwan 
A STAR IS BORN D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr. Gaynor-March W. Wellman iil 423 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda 7 oo , Benen ype % oe » 
! AHEAD a. Cage ction J. Wayne-L. Latimer A. Lubin 
a — , WB WB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 
MELODY FOR TWO WB WB Musical J. Melton-P. Ellis Louis King 
5/7/37 FRAME UP R. Cohn Col Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 
THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf MGM Rom-Dr S. Tracy-Tone-G. George W. S. VanDyke 
5 | GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th Com-Dr A. Menjou-L. Young FE. H. Griffith 
| WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Goldwyn UA Comedy Hopkins-MeCrea John Blystone 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED E. M. Asher U Com-Dr J. Boles-D, Nolan E. Buzzell 76 
4 PRINCE AND PAUPER WB WB Rom-Dr. E. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Ke ighley 115 
14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Col Com-Dr J. Dunn-P, Ellis G. Wiles 
NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Drama A. Lee-J. Loder-D. Tester R. Stevenson 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stanley Irving 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. J. Cohn MGM Melodrama M. Evans-H, Daniell <. Sietz 
re NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par Par tom-Com R. Karns-H, Burgess E Dupont 
YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK M. Cohen RKO Comeds O. Stevens-H. Mack L. ‘L anders 
nif \ TOAST OF NEW YORK E. Smali RKO Dramia E. Arnold-C, Grant R. V. Lee 
> AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Com W. Brennan-M. Brian 
MICHAEL O’HALLORAN H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl Brown 
ul GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wirtzel 20th Mystery J. Darwell-S. Rumann J. Tinting 
3 DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruz . 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Lee 87 4 21 
ae WINGS OVER HONOLULU E. M_ Asher U Rom-D1 R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 
' CHEROKEE STRIP WR WwB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE B. Fov WB fom-Com J. Muir-B, MacLane Louis King 
5/21/37 DEVIL IS ; DRIVING Col Col Meller R. Dix-J. Perry H. Lachman 
SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bi aaeey 
A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros, S. Wood 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Musical C. Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler 
TOMORROW'S HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Bon ied 
™ CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum'stone 
5 | THE GO GETTER Cosmo Wwe Rom-D: ‘G. Brent- A. Louise B. Berkeley 
. ——E SD 
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THE SCREEN’S MOST EXCITING 
SWEETHEARTS PLAY LOVE'S MOST 
EXCITING GAME...while M’sieur 


Menjou throws away the rule book! 


Luxurious as orchids on ermine... smart as the Rue de la 
Paix...merry as the third glass of champagne...romantic 
as moonlight on the Seine! Springtime madness in the 
air...a prince from Princeton, young, debonair...a million- 
heiress who could care...a maitre d hotel who schemed 
them to pair! It's slightly delirious...seldom serious... 


with that certain something that makes certain profits! 











: with 

Dir ct d by Edward H. Griffith 
‘Associate Producer Nunnally Johnson 

Screen Play by Jacques Deval Gas 
2 FOX <4 
Original story by Gregory Ratoff 
THE KEYSTONE 

Darryl F. Zanuck In Charge of Production OF YOUR FUTURE 
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1E KIND OF PICTURE HOLDOVERS WERE MADE FOR! 
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FOR 4th CONSECUTIVE DAY 


"WAKE UP AND LIVE 


SMASHES ROXY HOUSE RECORD 


....- AFTER BREAKING WORLD'S ALL- 
TIME ATTENDANCE RECORD FOR 
ANY SINGLE DA Y—PREVIOUSLY 
HELD BY “COCK EYED WORLD”! 














GREATEST RUN IN THE | 
HISTORY OF SHOW BIZ! 


and it’s the same sensational 





story everywhere! 








THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 
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Advance Production Chart 


ek : Hollywood, April 27. | one each; Universal, four. 

Major studio production is being carried on with even keel, 45 films be-| Greatest production activity is centered at Paramount with 12 under 
ing before the cameras. During last two weeks 16 films have been pre- | way; Columbia, with 7, and Warners with a similar number. Metro and 
viewed and readied for release. Total of 86 films is in the process of edit- | RKO each have five in the hopper. 
ing to be previewed. Survey shows that 19 pictures were put before the| Studios have 101 films in various stages of preparation. Grand National 
lenses during the last two weeks. hit zero last week without a production in work, but work on 10 yarns is 

Warners, Universal, Buck Jones, 20th-Fox, Paramount and Hal Roach | being completed for them to go before the cameras. Republic with one 
have washed up their 1936-37 schedules. Warners has completed 17 pix | and Universal with two also reached seasonal production lows. United 
over the sked. Pictures previewed include: Grand National, two; Metro,| Artists and 20th-Fox only have three each in production, but the latter has 
three; Paramount, three; RKO-Radio, 20th-Fox, Warners, United Artists,| 10 yarns being readied for immediate work. 





Columbia Story depicts leader of western gang killing U. S. agent and masquerad- 
| 


| ing as him, thus enabling him to reap a better harvest in robbing banks. | 


res eT: | Romantic interest is carried through the story by John Patterson and June 
; : ; s43 - - . Martel. Larry Crabbe and Sid Saylor set out to end the bank robberies. 
Soy te we ees ve te a ent ‘ONCE ee Ends, of course, with the gang leaders on the scaffold. é 
SLA“ il 7: ‘GIRLS CAN PLAY.’ re ted : Fay E A HERO, cee | ‘WILD MONEY,’ general office production, directed by Louis King, no 

ported vy EM KIND REGARDS’ cand At ‘il 13. oo THE | writing credits. Cast: E. E. Horton, Lynne Overman, Louis Campbell, 

OO TEXAS CYCLONE,’ produced by Irving Briskin, eee Bar.| Porter Hall, Lucien Littlefield, Esther Dale, Colin Tapley, Benny Baker, 
" AL NE, 3 A g SKIN, 4 y Leon Bar- 


| James Sheriff, Nick Lukats, Ruth Celemz see, i *K by, | 
sha, original by Paul Perez. Cast: Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks, Hal | a Se a Sen eee 


} - A re ee Wesley Barry. 

Taliaferro, Al Bridge, se ee en ce Ast Mix, | Story taken from Paul Gallico’s mag yarn, ‘Tightwad,’ which shows 
Story characterizes Starrett, hard-riding cowboy, entering Mesa, Ariz.,| Horton as newspaper auditor who hates to pay off reporters’ expense ac- 

from Texas where he has recently sold out his ranch. He is mystified by } 


A : she counts, etc. Louise Campbell and Lynne Overman as reporters on vaca- | 
the glad-hand reception he receives from the citizenry—all strangers to : . 


) 2 tion hear of a murder. He rushes to telephone, czlls city editor, but cuts 
him. Eventually, a barkeep tells him that he is thought to be a former| the conversation at end of three calnuhes. Editor gets him on the phone 
leading citizen who disappeared mysteriously two years previously. In| again and tells him he’s sending out $5,000 as expense account. Horton 
order to satisfy the citizens, Starrett retains the mistaken identity and goes wild with the coin, buying up all forms of transportation facilities. 
enters the war between the better element of the city and the cattle| Kidnapping follows, Miss Campbell and Horton eventually landing the 
rustlers. ; criminals. 

‘TAXI WAR,’ produced by Ralph Cohn, directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.,|  Readied to start: ‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING,’ ‘THIS WAY, PLEASE, ‘THE 
original and screenplay by Harold Shumate. Cast: Don Terry, Rosalind | BARRIER.’ ; a, Pa Tl 
Keith, George McKay, Lucille Lund, Ward Bond, John Tyrrell, Wade Bot- i ene 
eler, Lee Phelps, Bessie Wade. : 

Story concerns young battler who has always lived via his fists, finally RKO-Radio 
landing as field superintendent for a taxi outfit. His job is to get business 
for the cabbies and he does. However, he has an enemy in the company’s —_—_— 
office who wants his job and also his gal. A fight evolves and the heavy Five in work, 12 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘NEW FACES OF 
is killed. Hero goes on trial for murder and through perjured evidence | 1937,’ and ‘MEXICAN QUARTER,’ reported Variety April 7. Started: 
he is sent to the bastile. Eventual vindication follows. 


*‘VIVACIOUS LADY,’ ‘“oduced by Pandro S. Berman, directed by | 
‘PROFESSIONAL JUROR,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald, directed To am wel, C casas teaietinn” deena 


ae ( George Stevens, original by I. A. R. Wylie. Cast: Ginger Rogers, James 
by John Brahm, original by Harold Shumate, screen play by Fred Niblo,| Stewart, James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp. 

Jr., and Grace Neville. Cast: Otto Kruger, Douglass Montgomery, Jacqueline Story concerns James Stewart, professor-son of the dean of men at an 
Wells, Nana Bryant, Thurston Hall, Marc Lawrence, Guy Usher, Gordon} eastern college. On a vacation trip he meets Ginger Rogers, showgirl. 
DeMain, Dick Elliott. ; f Quickie wedding, and then he returns to the college town amid its petty 

Story concerns Kruger, a prominent but unscrupulous lawyer, with a/ bickerings. Miss Rogers fights off the blast, but fails to prevent Stewart 
son, Montgomery, also an attorney, but neither know of the parentage.| from losing his professorship. Bride goes for dancing job in a nitery, in 
When Montgomery starts into business he believes Thurston Hall to be his} the meantime making friends with Stewart's mother. The trio eventually 
father, and he is placed in Kruger’s law firm. When he learns that Kruger | make a break for N. Y., and pater follows for the fadeout clinches. 
is his father, and realizing his crooked tendencies, Montgomery attempts| ‘yQU CAN’T BEAT LOVE,’ produced by Robert Sisk, directed by Christy 
to prosecute him. The real father’s henchmen then attempt to prove that | Cabanne, original by Olga Moore, screenvlay by David Silverstein. Cast: 
the lad is an illegitimate offspring. Kruger tries to protect his son’s name| preston Foster, Joan Fontaine, Barbara Pepper, William Brisbane, Alan 
with complications ensuing. a Me : ,| Bruce, Bradley Page, Frank M. Thomas, Richard Lane. 

Readied to start: | PARK AVENUE DAME,’ ‘FLASHING SKATES, Story deals with young townsman, prevailed by better element to run 
‘BLACK THUNDER. for mayor. His girl friend, however, is aligned with the opposition. While 
‘ she is stumping the community for her candidate, the boy friend unearths 

° sufficient dope to expose his mayoralty opponent. 
Grand National ‘EASY GOING,’ produced by Lee Marcus, directed by Edward Cline, 
from play by Edward Peple. screenplay by Nat Perrin. Cast: Bert Wheeler, 
" Robert Woolsey, Marjorie Lord, Esther Muir, Ann Miller, Russell Hicks, 

None in work, 4 editing, 10 preparing. None started last \ George Meeker, Pav! Harvey, Patricia Wilder, Maxine Jennings, Jane 

Readied to start: ‘THE SHADOW,’ ‘SWEETHEART OF T. iVY,’| Walsh, Alan Bruce, Kitty McHugh, Chester Clute. 

‘RIDER OF THE ROCKIES,’ ‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT, ‘.YNA- Story is typical Wheeler-Woolsey comedy, as owners of a pill factory. 
MITE,’ ‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ ‘FACE THE FACTS,’ ‘HONOLULU | They have a quarrel and their attorney suggests that they cut cards to 
HONEYMOON,’ ‘GRAND CANYON.’ determine wha’'s the boss, In an effort to break up the situation Wheeler. 
arte who lost the cut, tells Woolsey’s wife that her husband is carrying on with 

his secretary. In the meantime, Woolsey is trying to merge the company 

Metro with another pill outfit. At a party valuable papers concerning the 
merger are stolen. Before they can be recovered, the comedians learn that 
the other pill factory is on the rocks and they are thus saved from financial 
Five in work, 6 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ruin by the robbery. Readied to start: ‘RADIO CITY REVELS,’ ‘LOVE 

‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported Variety, March 3; ‘MA-| TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘WINDJAMMER,’ ‘MAKE A WISH.’ 

DAME WALEWSKA,’ reported March 10; ‘THE EMPEROR’S CANDLE- 
STICKS’ and ‘TOPPER,’ reported March 24. Started: R bhi 
‘THE FIREFLY,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg, directed by Robert Z. epu Ic 








Leonard, screenplay by Albert Hackett and ng wel sonia _— ——. 
tion of Rudolf Friml’s operetta by Ogden Nash. Cast: Jeannette MacDonald, Que te weik, 16 otttins. 8 , , 
me a “3 > , 8 preparing. Started: 
man Jones, Warren William, Douglas Dumbrille, Leonard Penn, Belle| «eHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS,’ produced by Albert E. Levoy, directed 

Story is laid in Madrid in 1808 when Ferdinand VII makes his first entry | by John Auer, original by George Mence and Ray Bond: screenplay, yonehy 
into the city as King of Spain. In one of the cafes, Miss MacDonald is Cooper; adaptation, Nathanael West. Cast: Patricia Ellis, Warren Hull, 
singing and dancing. With the King is Allan Jones and she flirts with William Newell, Joyce Compton, Zeffie Tilbury, David Carlyle, Suzanne 
him to ward off another suitor. Miss MacDonald is a Spanish spy, hired | Kaaren, | ren te a rgd Howard. sie) ‘tceessiel silt ak ies Walle 
to cover Napoleon’s plans. She goes to Bayonne the next day and learns Story describes Patricia is as songwriter tossed out of her flat because 
Jones is following her. English and Spanish eventually triumph and | She can’t pay the rent. She takes a letter from a composer, rejecting her 
Napoleon is driven from Spain, reuniting Jones and Miss MacDonald. music, and removes all its contents with the exception of the signature. 

Readied to start: ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘YOU’LL BE MARRIED BY NOON,’| She forges a letter of introduction enabling her to occupy his apartment 
‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY’ ‘ROAD SHOW.’ while he is absent from New York. Warren Hull, lyric writer, lives in 

-s , J adjoining apartment and a bitter feud is started, although they never see 
each other, over noises they make. She gains entree to a radio station and 
Paramount slaps the composer’s name on the music as a collaborator. Songs click 


(Continued on page 29) 
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MORE BUILDIN 
ON ALL FRONTS 





Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn., 
who has built up a representative 
chain of houses for himself during 
the past years, headed by the Globe, 
N. Y., is building an undetermined 
number of theatres in Greater New 
York, where suitable locations can 
be obtained. 

Interested financially with him in 
the building program as a silent 
backer is Harry Kratzer, treasurer 
of the Julius Kavser firm. whith 
manufactures stockings and wom- 
en’s apparel. First house in the 
Brandt building spree will be at 79th 
| street and Third Ave. 








Chicago, April 27. 

Esvecially active in present build- 
ing boom around here will be Great 
States circuit which is breaking 
ground for a 1,200-seat house at 
Pekin, Ill., and a 900-seater at Nor- 
mal, Ill., both to be built this sum- 
mer, and completely installed with 
latest equipment. Circuit is also con- 
sidering bankrolling similar houses 
in E. St. Louis, Alton, and Belleville, 
with action to be taken on them 


|} some time next week. 
| 


} 
| 





Philadelphia, April 27. 
New house in West York, his 
ninth, makes William Goldman chain 
one of strongest indie circuits in 
vicinity of Philly. House will be 
1,200-seater, expec.*d to debut in 
early fall. 
Cohoes, N. Y., April 27. 
Fabian Theatres, Inc., added two 
Cohoes houses, one by purchase and 
the other by lease, and will build a 
third, a 1,300-seater. New house at 
Remsen and White streets to cost 
$100,000, occupancy by Thanksgiving. 
Simon H. Fabian, head of the chain, 
closed for the purchase of the Ma- 
jestic and lease of Rialto from 
Northern N. Y. Theatres, Inc. His 
concern now operates theatres ‘n 
the neighboring cities of Troy, Al- 
bany and Schenectady. 


Walkers’ Memorial 
Pittsburgh, April 27. 

William and Harry Walker, grand- 
sons of one of Pittsburgh’s most cele- 
brated showmen, Harry Williams, 
operator of well-known music hall 
here in early part of century, are 
building a new nabe picture house 
in suburban Crafton, Pa. and will 
dedicate it to their grandfdther and 
father. It'll be a modern 800-seater 
and present plan is to have it open 
by Sept. 1. 

Theatre construction continuing to 
thrive in Pittsburgh district. Latest 
out-of-towner to get under way is 
Mary-Ann theatre in Burgettstown, 
Pa., operated by indie _ interests, 
which formally opened Saturday’ 
(24), 








‘Pennsy-Jersey-Delaware 
_ Exhibs’ Further Ideas 


| Philadelphia, April 27. 
| Campaign for change in form of 
film commitment contracts of indie 
exhibs will begin here before start 
of new selling season. Members of 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania, South- 
ern New Jersey and Delaware, at 
meeting last Thursday (22) com- 
plained that under present termers 
they don’t know what they're buy- 
ing. They not only demand that 
contract carry number of pix, but 
| also incorporate work-sheet, showing 

titles, stars, etc. 

Organization also went on record 

against exchanges selling advance 
| contracts before houses are built. 
| especially where such houses would 
| be in competish with old customers 
| Membership backed board of man- 
| agers in censuring Columbia for pro- 
| viding pix to non-theatricals in di- 
{rect competish with regular local ex- 
| hibs. Talk of holding out Col dates 

if action continues. 








WB’s 4 New D. C. Nabes 


Washington, April 27. 
WB announced construction of 











zuetve in work, 11 editing, 10 “yp oedine Lp — ee 
; , WIDE AND HANDSOME,’ reporte ARIETY, Jan. 13; ‘] NTAT 7 
MUSIC,’ reported March 17; ‘ANGEL,’ reported March 31; ‘MIDNIGHT PRODUCTION TABLE 
MADONNA,’ reported April 7; ‘LAST TRAIN FROM ner tay ig 
ooo GAMBINI, and ‘RUSTLER’S VALLEY,’ reported Apri (This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
‘EXCLUSIVE,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer, directed_by Al Het, no to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
writing credits. Cast: Fred MacMurray. Lloyd Nolan, Frances Farmer, pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
Fa : . MacMahon, Ralph Morgan, Irving . 
Bay holden, Charles Ruggles, Horace } P tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Story hinges on racketeer taking over metropolitan newspaper. Frances Balance 
armer, reporter, goes to work for Lloyd Nolan, gangster, who_bought Pix tobe Stories 
newspaper. MacMurray, assistant city editor, is having his difficulties Number Pix now placed’ in 
with Nolan, and Charlie Ruggles irks him as the star scribe for the Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
opposition. Nolan starts a campaign in his columns against a certain de- contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
partment store because the owners refuse to advertise. Discovers a Nolan companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
plot but he’s ambushed. When he does reach the office, it is learned that COLUMBIA ...... meine. ¢ 50 21 6 10 13 3 
his boss has sold out to Nolan. However, MacMurray, back on. the job, Larry Darmour...... 8 3 1 > 4 1 
takes charge of a special edition and reveals evidence which washes up GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 18 v 4 +3 10 
Nolan’s tribe. METRO ... an vincee, ae 23 4 10 1! 10 
‘EASY LIVING,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.. directed by I: . cc eekeka A 4 4 1 .. lover = 
Mitchell Leisen, no writing credits. Cast: Jean Arthur, Edward Arnold, PARAMOUNT .......... 48 31 x 11 2over 10 
Ray Milland, Mary Nash, Luis Alberni. B. P. Schulberg....... 8 2 1 5 5 
Story is comedy showing Edward Arnold giving Jean Arthur, whom he | Emanuel Coher ...... 8 1 1 1 2 9 
Nas never seen before an expensive fur coat. Luis Alberni, hotel owner | Harry Sherman....... 6 4 ° 1 
indebted to Arnold, thinks Miss Arthur is Arnold’s sweetie and stakes | Frank Lloyd. ........ 1 1 i 
her to the best suite in the hotel. Ray Milland, Arnold’s son, tired of his|}]} RKO RADIO ........... 39 14 5 12 8 10 
father’s bickerings, meets Miss Arthur. tries to help her, but gets fired | David Loew........... 2 1 1 - 
from his busboy job and goes to the hotel- with her. Gossip colyumnist | George Hirliman...... 6 ” 4 i 
hints at Miss Arthur’s connection with an important financier and she is) ee TNE ek is ceeces 3 i 2 1 
showered with gems, furs, etc., by salesmen seeking an in. She gives a|| REPUBLIC ... ccos «6S 15 1 14 26 10 
careless tip which almost ruins Arnold in the market and causes his wife | 2 So eee 16 14 2 2 
to run out on him. In the fadeout, Miss Arthur returns the valuables to | 20TH CENTURY-FOX... 65 54 3 7 lover 10 
Arnold and turns to his son. : . 3 Pere 6 3 1s 3 1 
‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler. directed by || UNITED ARTISTS: 
Raoul Walsh. no writing credits. Cast: Jack Benny, Gail Patrick, Ran- | Samuel Goldwyn 3 2 1 1 4 
dolph Scott, Ida Lupino. Ben Blue, Cecil Cunningham, Jerry Bergen, Judy Walt_r Wanger 7 3 1 3 3 
Canova. Yacht Club Boys. a 5 3 i 1 1 
Story depicts Benny as head of swank ad agency, operating in the red. Dy EE, a odes ctocde 1 <4 : 
n the midst of trying to obtain accounts. he is named to promote the an- Criterion [ere 2 
nual Artists and Models ball with the help of Yacht Club Boys. To cinch Korda London........- 6 - ; 
a huge account, Benny promises the girl who models for the ads will be UNIVERSAL ......050+ 36 3 r4 9 Tover % 
chosen queen of the ball. Ida Lupino is the star model. but Randolph Buck Jones. ........--: 6 6 . 1 lover os 
Scott, important client, n. g.’s professionals and favors Gail Patrick, his WARNERS ....... wrTee 60 56 i 16 ij over 8 
fiancee. Romantic and business complications follow. ite —— : = — 
‘FORLORN RIVER,’ general office production, directed by Charles Bar- Totals caseveess. Se 318 15 96 87 101 
ton. novel by Zane Grey. no screen credits. Cast: Larry Crabbe, June Mar- 29 over 
el, John Patterson, Purnell Pratt, Harvey Stephens, Chester Conklin, Ruth 


Warren, Lew Kelly, Sid Saylor. 


four more swank nabes in Cap area 
th week. 

Houses, each between 1,000 and 
1.500 seats, will bring total of new 
‘WB nabes since 1935 to eight. 
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ERROL FLYNN 


CLAUDE RAINS 
HENRY STEPHENSON 
BARTON MacLANE 


and the 


MAUCH TWINS 


BILLY & BOBBY 
Eric PortmaneMusic by Erich Walf- 
gang Korngold= Directed by WM. 
KEIGHLEY + A First Nat! Picture 
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Rotarians Convene at Nice June 5-11; 


Niteries, Theatres Look for Good Trade 





Nice, April 16. 

Riviera niteries, amusement houses 
and hotels are getting ready for the 
28th International Rotary Club Con- 
vention, June 5-11, which will bring 
about 10,000 Rotarians from all parts 
of the world here. 

Advance hotel bookings are almost 
completed by the convention organ- 
izers with the cooperation of city 
officials of Nice and other Riviera 
towns. More than 5,000 Rotarian 
from the U. S. alone are expected 
and 1,000 from Canada and 3,000 
from England. Several thousand 
more from other countries including 
Japan, Belgium, Germany, Australia, 
South Africa and France will be 
present. 

Tourist companies with their eyes 
out for a slice of the dough are ar- 
ranging special water and land 
excursions that can be sandwiched 
into the programs. Propaganda 
agencies of towns back from the sea 
front are offering special rates to th 
Rotarians as an inducement to visit 
their towns. 

Casino operators expect a big 
business, especially in the gambling 
rooms, as many of the convention 
bound boys have never seen a Ca- 
sino and will want to take a crack 
at the games just to tell the boys 
back home about it. 

The Municipal Casino, one of the 
largest halls in the world, will be 
the convention hall. The convention 
will be officially opened by President 
of the Republic Albert Lebrun, who 
will come here especially for the 
event. 

Nightly fireworks displays will be 
held and folk singers and dancers ir 
costumes representing every coun- 
try in Europe will compete in th’ 
Jardins Albert Premier. On June 8 
a battle of flowers will be held with 
floats from Chicago, New York, Paris, 
London and other large cities. 

The official ball will be held in the 
evening at the Municipal Casino in 
honor of Will R. Manier, Jr., o/ 
Nashville, Tenn., president of Rotary 
International. 


Vienna Artistic 
Group’s Anti-Jewish 
Ideas Voted Down 


Vienna, April 16. 
The national-socialist adherents 
within the ranks of the Schlaraffia 
suffered another crushing defeat 
when their proposal to amend the 
constitution to exclude Jewish mem- 
bers was voted down 292 to 52. 
Schlaraffia, organization of authors, 
composers, editors, lawyers, busi- 
nessmen and generally for men and 
women of intellect, has a Vienna 
branch which calls itself Vindobona. 
This Vindobona rejected until today 
all attempts to bring racial questions 
into the question of membership. 


Downey Clicks Big in 
London; Lambert Too 


London, April 27. 
Morton Downey opened at the 
Holborn Empire and over very big. 
Lamberti, here after six years, is the 
laugh hit of the new bill, despite 
others having pilfered his best ma- 
terial in these parts. 


Keene Twins and Vie and Lamar, 
doubling from the Palladium, over 
splendidly. 


Vienna State Theatre 

















Folds; $20,000 in Hole 


Vienna, April 16. 
Wiener Stadttheater has closed its 
deors. Manager Tolczyner is being 
sued for back pay by the actors and 
musicians. 
Total deficit 
than $20,000. 


$5,000 Per Ducat 


London, April 16. 

Claimed as the highest admission 
per seat ever paid is the $25,000 
check received by the organizers of 
the premiere of Criterion’s ‘Jump for 
Glory’ at the London Pavilion, April 
26, for five seats at the performance. 

In the present custom of things, 
opening night take goes to charity, 
this time a cancer hospital. 

They'll probably retitle the pic- 
ture ‘Jump for Joy!’ 


is said to be more 








Reason Enough 





London, April 16. 
Such candor among screen 
writers is a refreshing thing: 
Lajos Biro, who scripted 
‘Catherine the Great’ for Alex- 
ander Korda, was on the wit- 
ness stand in a current claim 
against London Films for 
breach of copyright in respect 
of the picture. He was ques- 
tioned about a previous treat- 
ment he did on the same sub- 
ject and why it was not used. 
‘Mr. Korda said it was lousy,’ 
he cracked back. 


KORDA’S ‘1, CLAUDIUS’ 
POSTPONED INDEF 


London, April 18. 
Korda’s ‘I, Claudius’ picture is off— 
but may be completed later this year. 
With major part of production in 
the can, picture was stopped when 
Merle Oberon got hurt in an auto 
crash, and commitments of Charles 
Laughton made it imperative to 
finish quickly. Miss Oberon only 
came out of hospital recently after 
three weeks, and is to recuperate 
several more weeks on the coast. 
Director von Sternberg is off on a 
world tour, and Laughton is going 
into operation with his new produc- 
tion unit, on which he is allied with 
Erich Pommer. 
‘ Chances are the three principals 
may all be available later in the 
year, when Korda hopes to finish off 
the job. 
Miss Oberon is slated for a sec- 
ond at Denham, which will be de- 
cided when she gets through con- 
valescing. 


U. S. China Pix Dominate 
Jap Manchukuo Market 


Tokyo, April 5. 

Checkup made by A. Kondo, of the 
International Motion Picture Assn., 
shows that 40% of all pix exhibited 
in Manchukuo are America-made, 
with 40% Chinese and 20% Japa- 
nese. Poor showing of Jap flickers 
is attributed to fact that natives can’t 
understand them as well as the 
American subjects. 

When biz comes under control of 
Manchukuo Motion Picture Assn, 
soon, improvement in Jap standing is 
expected. Kondo recommends dub- 
bing Jap pix in Chinese. 


Sir Gordon Craig Onto 
British Movietone Board 


London, April 18. 

Sir Gordon Craig, general manager 
of British Movietone News since Oc- 
tober, 1935, has been promoted to the 
board. Craig has been chief news- 
reel representative negotiating with 
official quarters on the Coronation 
film, and is also in charge of Movie- 
tone’s Technicolor version. 

Has not yet withdrawn his pro- 
posal to fly the Big Pond with rush 
copies of the reel. 


Riot in Shanghai 


Shanghai, April 6. 





























Aimed in general 
films, which are anti-Fascist. 


Italian consular official, 
the Settlement. 


ployees and seized film. 





Shanghai Goes Gypsy 


Shanghai, April 6. 

An influx of Slav style orchestras 
in local cabarets is ousting American 
bands. Farrens imported Gabor 
Radics’ seven-piece gypsy band, 
proving a sensation. Radics was for- 
merly leader of Josephine Baker's 
Paris orchestra. Ciro’s, smartest 
night spot in Asia, has another gypsy 
orch, alternating with Henry Na- 
than’s American band. 

Jimmy’s St. George’s is featuring 
Dmitry Dimoff’s balalaika band. Ar- 
cadia, opened April 15, headlining 
10-man Czechoslovakian outfit. 














Fox Reorg. 
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courts against the former industry 
magnate and All Continent. 

In a unanimous decision read by 
Justice Cardozo, Supreme Court de- 
clared the injunction blocking the 
Pennsylvania suit was imperative to 
|prevent a possible conspiracy from 
| being carried out successfully. This 
lassertion indicated sympathy with 
|Steelman’s contention that Fox, via 
| All Continent, is trying to get his 





|remaining assets out of reach of 


creditors, 

Pointing out the difficulties al- 
ready experienced in untangling Fox 
affairs, Justice Cardozo put a stopper 
on All Continent’s suit against J. W. 


Sparks & Co. and Steelman. He 
said: 
‘All Continent Corp., if there is 


truth in the charges made by the 
trustee, is a party to a conspiracy to 
cover up the bankrupt’s assets and 
keep them from his creditors. In 
that view of the facts, the suit in 
Pennsylvania will be a step in ful- 
filling the conspiracy and may even 
crown it with success. .. . Embar- 
rassments and obstacles to adminis- 
tration of the estate will be removed 
at a single stroke if the bankruptcy 
court is free from vexatious inter- 
ference in its task of supervising and 
controlling the administration of the 
assets.’ 

All Continent’s argument that it’s 
fight with Steelman has no relation 
to the bankruptcy proceedings was 
dismissed quickly. The Court said 
that, on the contrary, the untangling 
of the estate ‘is likely to be trun- 
cated and inadequate’ unless All 
Continent is prevented from snatch- 
ing the securities involved in the 
Pennsylvania wrangle. 

Cardozo’s Opinion 

‘For reasons already indicated, 
there was probable cause for the 
belief that the suit in Pennsylvania 
would be a step in the execution of 
a fradulent conspiracy, impeding 
and perhaps frustrating the admin- 
istration of the assets,’ averred Jus- 
tice Cardozo. ‘There was further 
cause for the belief that only through 
a suit upon the lines of the one in 
the New Jersey Chancery (Steel- 
man’s cases against All Continent, 
Fox, and his relative) could the dan- 
ger of obstruction be averted and 
the estate be kept intact until the 
entry of a decree adjudging the 
guilt or innocence of the putative 
conspirators. Whether they are in- 
nocent or guilty is a question not 
before us now. ... At present, our 
inquiry halts with the discovery of 
probable cause for preserving the 
estate from dismemberment or waste 
through a precipitate decision.’ 

In upholding the injunction, the 
Supreme Court denied, apparently 
as unnecessary, Steelman’s applica- 
tion for a writ of prohibition or 
mandamus which would otherwise 
block the Pennsylvania litigation. 
There was no need for such a step 
after the New Jersey restrainer 
against the Pennsylvania suit had 
been sustained. 

This latest development in the 
lawyers’ field day over Fox matters 





China and Italy have agreed not 
to screen pix disagreeable to either. 
against Soviet 


Abyssinian war film, censored by 
was 
screened at the Isis theatre, outside 
Italian sailors and 
civilians rioted, mobbed Russian em- 


|is a major victory for Steelman and 
|an equally-stunning setback for Fox. 
It grew out of dispute over title to 
securities owned by All Continent 
and held by the Sparks brokerage 
firm. Steelman contends that All 
Continent is a disguise for Fox and 
that the company’s assets should be 
kept intact until the financial maze 
is unwound, while All Continent re- 
torts that the bankruptcy is an en- 
tirely distinct proposition. 

The dispute had its inception last 
summer after All Continent was 
ordered to deliver books and records 
to Steelman for examination. En- 
forcement of the order was blocked 
when All Continent started the 
Pennsylvania suit to remove cloud 
from title to property which the 
company claimed. The _ asserted 
cloud was a subpoena in proceed- 
ings by Capital Co., which obtained 
a judgment against Fox some time 
earlier. Steelman then asked the 
New Jersey Court to block prosecu- 
tion of the Pennslyvania suit and 
was granted an injunction. The 
Third Circuit appellate’ tribunal 
ruled the New Jersey court could 
not enjoin the Pennsylvania court 
and vacated the restraining order. 





Jannings’ Falstaff 


Berlin, April 15. 

Emil Jannings is to play Falstaff 
in the production of ‘Henry the 
Fourth’ at the Peoples theatre, here. 
Production is to be in the hands of 
Director Juergen Fehling. 

Vienna is trying to get star and 
director to put on the show there 
after the Berlin run, 








Portuguese ‘Scram’ 





Rio de Janeiro, April 16. 
Although talkies here carry 
Portuguese titles, certain Eng- 
lish words heard often from the 
screen have permeated the 
Brazilian consciousness to the 
extent of adding to the Portu- 
guese language. 

For instance, the American 
born and bred ‘scram’ has be- 
come ‘scramar,’ or the more 
widely used ‘scramamos.’ 


AUSSIE COURTS REVERSE 
NIX ON ‘ROSE MARIE’ 


Melbourne, April 6. 

Court reversal permits Metro to 
screen ‘Rose Marie’ (Metro) through- 
out Australia. Action was brought 
on stop by Williamson-Tait with 
claim that all rights to the musical 
were held by them and that the 
talker version was an infringement 
on such rights. 

First court verdict favored W-T, 
the second went to Metro on appeal, 
and on a third appeal verdict went 
to Metro. 

Pic, which has been in the can for 
many months, will now come in as a 
road attraction following ‘Born to 
Dance’ here and in Sydney. A big 
publicity campaign is already under 
way to sell the pic in all the ace 
spots. 

















Film Reviews 
MAMA STEPS OUT 


(Continued from page 15) 

















stories of the ambitious middle-west 
mother who craves the culture of 
Europe only to find it phoney. And, 
as per usual, the girl gets a real 
American husband and the harassed 
father his release from dancing at- 
tendance. 

With Anita Loos at the typewriter 
the lines are smart and the situations 
well planned, though the play outline 
makes the girl little short of a kid- 
mapper in acquiring a crooner hus- 
band. The situation is too over- 
stressed to make for sympathy for 
her in spite of nice handling. The 
big idea is to soft-pedal the girl 
and get the laughs with Kibbee and 
Miss Brady, the former the usual 
type of stolid American husband 
and the latter the flibbertygibbet 
seeker after the Higher Things. 
Much has been done along these lines 
and Miss Loos has saved the play 
from being boring, even if she can- 
not lift it much above its original 
level. Slightly overplaying some of 
the time, Miss Brady scores her 
points with skill, and often is gen- 
uinely funny in her encounters 
with three fakers; a more-or-less 
male pianist, a ditto artist and a 
masculine woman poet. They barge 
in on the household with Kibbee 
finally driven to drink and pushing 
them off agai. The intended big 
scene fails to click as expected, but 
there are chuckles well spaced, 
though few laughs. 

Kibbee plays himself, Betty Fur- 
ness competently handles the daugh- 
ter, and Stanley Morner holds up 
the not always convincing role of 
the crooner on whom the girl sets 
her heart. Gregory Gaye, Ivan Lebe- 
deff and Heather Thatcher are the 
promotional trio and Frank Puglia 
makes a neat score in a one-scene 
assignment. 

It’s the sort of picture that will be 
mildly enjoyed, but promptly for- 


gotten. Chic. 
ROGUE OF THE RANGE 
Principal release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
duction, Stars Johnny Mack Brown. 
Features Lois January. Directed by 5S. 


Roy Luby. 


Story and adaptation by Earl 
Snell; 


camera, Jack Greenhalgh. At 


Choloner, N. Y., dual bill, April 24, °37. 
Running time, 60 mins. 

oe er Johnny Mack Brown 
Ud svi 0cseetessesedseesee Lois January 
BUGRSOOURD. « cccnneeesseesecceeed Alden Chase 
BO ci hesccoseeeeusstéveseoad Phyllis Hume 
PONE 5.00 044054 60008684b0ebOs George Ball 
Ns 6 50 96066 06860 00866600004 Jack Rockwell 
Sheriff. ........ccscccccosses-torace Murphy 
Pee MONE. vacdecececesoates Frank Ball 
oo Perr see errr ee Lloyd Ingraham 





That dated library prison routine 
hurts rather than helps this Johnny 
Mack Brown western. The prison 
stuff clashes with the general at- 
mosphere and intention of the pic- 
ture and just doesn’t belong in the 
way it’s injected. There’s some hard 
riding and gun popping but other- 
wise the film is sluggish. For the 
multiples only. 

As in most of this kind the hero 
starts out under cover as a highway- 
man but really is an arm of the law. 
It’s very obvious here and Brown 





Landen Greets 4 New Plays: Post’ 
Out After 5 Days; ‘Limelight’ N.C. 


London, April 27. 

‘Festival Time’ opened at the Em. 
bassy last Tuesday (20). It’s a cley- 
erly written comedy but lacking in 
plot. Unlikely for success in present 
form, but providing enough enter. 
tainment to be worth revision. 

‘Post Road,’ which opened same 
night at the Queens, received gener- 
ally unfavorable notices. London 
Times stated, ‘company is handi- 
capped by a mixture of American 
and English players whose timing 
and method of attack greatly differ.’ 
Others, not quite so analytical, sim- 
ply regarded it as a poor play. Play 
closed Saturday (24) after five days. 

‘And On We Go,’ which premiered 
at the Savoy Wednesday (21) night, 
was cordially received. 

‘Black Limelight,’ which opened 
Thursday (22) at the St. James, was 
well received by the audience, but 
the critics termed it an indifferent 
play. However, they proclaimed the 
performance by Margaret Rawlings. 


Tokyo Dept. Stores Were 
Show Biz Pioneers 








Tokyo, April 6. 

If Chicago department stores are 
just getting around to offering pro 
entertainers as pullers in, they’re 
trailing Japan by about 20 years. 
Here the leading department stores 
have for years consistently offered 
entertainment to attract customers. 
Mitsukoshi, established 250 years ago, 
has an auditorium seating 1,200 in 
which leading artists give regular 
performances. 


Takashimaya also regularly offer 





entertainment, as do others. No ad- 
mish is charged. 
doesn’t take chances in being so 


openly under cover by tipping his 
secret service mitt before the film 
unwinds altogether. 

_ Mack’s services as a two-gun man 
in an isolated western community 
which boasts apparently of only one 
gal, besides the one Mack picked off 
a runaway gospel wagon, is to ap- 

rehend an outlaw gang. The vil- 
ain likes the gospel miss and Mack 
goes for the saloon entertainer, but 
the latter suspects he likes the in- 
nocent one. However, it doesn’t 
matter because Mack arrests the vil- 
lain and finally shows that the girl 
he wants is the singer and not the 
preacher, 

All of this played against the 
usually limited expanse of western 
terrain and familiar backgrounds. 

Lois January is Mack’s honey in 
the film and the others are types 
which are usual to such pictures. 
Not much else to be said. Shan. 


TRAPPED 


Columbia release of Peter B. Kyne pro- 





duction. Features Charles Starrett, Peggy 
Stratford, Robert Middlemass. Directed 
by Leon Barsha. Story, Claude Rister; 
screenplay, John Rathmell; camera, Allen 
G, Siegler; editor, William Lyon. At Kiva, 
Lincoln, dual. Running time, 58 mins. 

nb 06-0060.6 308 b0sdseoee Charles Starrett 
Bs 6 0000.00 occ cebsecesae’ Peggy Stratford 
Rothert..... Cecrcecccecs Robert Middlemass 
CAG G06 4.5006660sEneskeheded cal Allan Sears 
DN hG60066h0060 GheneCesese scene Ted Oliver 
Morse CHCOO 600000 00668 686060008 Lew Meehan 
SR errr rT ere oe Edward Peil, Sr. 
PNG. 0609000600 00ceubecdeessed Jack Rockwell 
BN 590060-00 69660000004 Edward Le Saint 
NG 0 406 5.60 00 hGnhbes 064.8 0% Francis Sayles 





Charles Starrett is much more at 
home in these muscle melers than 
he ever was when trying the other 
type film. He’s fast becoming Co- 
lumbia’s best bet for the western 
traffic. ‘Trapped’ is fast enough and 
the story has more heft than usual. 

Starrett, coming to see his brother, 
rides in just in time to find him dy- 
ing, the victim of a rustling mob. 
Setting out to get his killer, he 
crosses trails with the suspect and 
the only girl in the same family. 
Entails a chunk of difficulty for him, 
but he makes out oke. 

_Middlemass, a beetling browed lip 
biter, extends himself to do the 
heavy, faking paralysis below the 
waist. His niece, making the com- 
plication, is Peggy Stratford, who 
has little to do. It’s a picture in- 
volving big fists and hairy chests 
so the screenplay proceeds along the 
line that women should be seen, but 
not much, and not heard. 

Common sense was sacrificed for 
art in several places. It makes a 
pretty picture when the camera 
shoots a rider on the skyline of a 
mountain ridge, but it’s very poor 
policy for a rider who’s supposed to 
be hiding his way along to take the 
horizon trail. Also, pearl handled 
guns in the dark and white horses 
were never the formula of the eactus 
country lad who lived by his wits. 
Starrett does all these things, but 





they look good and no one seems to 
mind. Barn. 
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Suggest Quota 


Upping as Benefit to Home Industry 


4 


London, April 18. 

Conversations aimed at bringing 
the three main stems of the British 
industry into accord have advanced 
to the stage where quota has become 
the principal matter of discussion. 

Item was the signal for entry of 
the producers into the talks, previ- 
ously conducted between representa- 
tives of the Cinema Exhibs’ Associa- 
tion and Kinema Renters’ Society, 
and the studio representatives pro- 
ceeded to dominate the table from 
that moment. Their firm argument 
is that they will support any com- 
promise, providing it guarantees a 
sufficient revenue for British pro- 
duction. 

There has been talk of reciproc- 
ity as the crowbar that might force 
the situation, on the angle the quota 
laws might discriminate in favor of 
American distributors who buy pic- 
tures for release not only here but 
in the U.S. It seems, however, to be 
in doubt how far the forcing of 
product into the States, irrespective 
of its value in that market, is likely 
to be of benefit to the British in- 
dustry. 

Accordingly, producers have come 
forward with a more surprising of- 
fer—that they will consider sup- 
porting K.R.S. and C.E.A. moves for 
a reduced quota percentage condi- 
tional only on American distribs 
guaranteeing them the equivalent in 
additional revenue. Basically, this 
indicates a vital change of front, the 
producers formally having been 
alone in insistence on a rising quota 
as the one feasible plan for aiding 
the home studios. 

It is an offer which the distribs 
have gladly taken up for considera- 
tion, their strong argument having 
been the impracticability of apply- 
ing a quota of 20% or more, as 
proved by the devices many of them 
have been forced to adopt so as to 
comply with the existing Act. 

Exhibitors, on the other hand, are 
less directly interested in the new 
phase of the discussions, though they 
are equally assertive with the dis- 
tribs on the hardship of a high quota, 
instancing the growing numbers of 
theatre defaulters as the percentage 
has risen to its present high of 20%. 
Any compromise agreed upon by pro- 
ducers and distribs would automatic- 
ally receive their endorsement on 
the line easing of the distribs’ ob- 
ligations would of necessity entail 
a lowering of the exhibs’ percentage. 


M-G RUSHES ‘MAYTIME’ 
IN FOR CORONATION 


London, April 27. 
Metro's ‘Maytime’ starts a West 
End pre-release at the Carlton as a 
Coronation attraction. 
This sets a precedent for Metro 
to book with Paramount, or any 
other company, for the West End. 


Plough and Stars’ 
Banned in Belfast 


Belfast, April 16. 

‘Plough and the Stars’ has been 
banned from showing in the city on 
account of its theme and the fear it 
might provoke demonstrations. Els- 
tree’s ‘Ourselves Alone,’ which also 
has the subject of the Irish rebellion, 
got similar treatment recently. 

By the usual irony,’ stage version 
of Sean O’Casey’s play has had Bei- 
fast presentation on several occa- 
Slans, without Ulstermen getting hot 
under the collar. 


The Duke Is Banned 


Sydney, April 6. 
Newsreel clip showing Duke of 
Windsor enjoying winter sports in 
Austria was ordered removed from 




















Pic bills here by the authorities. | 


lip ran about two minutes, and sim- 
Ply showed long shots of Duke ski- 
ing. 
First tip came from manager of 
local newsreel theatre, who 
rushing to remove ads from news- 
Papers, together with outside billing 
from house. 

Canning is regarded here as abso- 
lutely absurd. Funny angle is that 


was | 


q 





Rock Loses Bankroller, 
Makes Tieup with Dixey 


London, April 18. 

John Henry Isles, provincial fair 
operator who has $1,500,000 invested 
in the Joe Rock Films Co., which 
includes the studio the company has 
in Elstree, has definitely decided not 
to invest any more money in the 
picture business. 

Rock is now on the look-out for 
a new bank roll to produce further. 
He has also formed an alliance with 
the newly formed Dixey Co., the 
Independent Exhibitors, to relieve 
him of four he has on the shelf. 
which includes one starring Harry 
Roy and his wife, Princess Pearl. 

Toeplitz Film Co., which had 
withdrawn from its intention to 
produce pictures for the Dixey con- 
cern under an agreement whereby 
they were to receive advances dur- 
ing production, is now back again 
on a new contract by which Toe- 
plitz receives $125,000 advance on 
each of six pictures to be made in 
Italy. 








Reisman Repeats 
Threat to Walk 


Out on Aussie 





Matter of Australian quota law 
came to a head during the recent 
visit of Phil Reisman, RKO foreign 
chief, to that country. Faced with 
strict enforcement of New South 
Wales quota law, Reisman, who ar- 
rived in New York Sunday (25), de- 
clares that RKO will abandon the 
market altogether rather than com- 
ply. Enforcement of the quota law 
amounts to driving American films 
out of New South Wales entirely, 
he says. 

Cost of producing pix in Australia 
is prohibitive for American pro- 
ducers, Reisman says. Studio facili- 
ties, technical and artistic talent is 
not available and there is not suf- 
ficient home market. Costs of trans- 
portation, with added expense of 
long delays for travel, make venture 
out of the question. American pro- 
ducers lost money on every quota 
picture made in Eugland during last 
couple of years, Reisman points out, 
and conditions in Australia are worse 
in every way. 

Reisman sees quota laws as a grow- 
ing menace to pix export by Ameri- 
can studios. T xes and other costs 
in New Zealand now amount to 
about 50% of the gross, he says, and 
there is talk of forming a committee 
to regulate the price of rentals. 
More or less similar conditicns exist 
all over the world. Collapse of 
foreign markets would virtually 
wreck American pix, he declared. 

On his four-months trip covering 
more than a dozen nations, Reisman 
found film business generally good, 
with the exception of Europe, where 
unsettled economic and _ political 
conditions affected b. o. Admissions 
in most countries are slightly higher 
than in the U. S. 





Now Korda’s 2 Brothers 
Seek English Citizenship 


London, April 18. 

Zoltan and Vincent Korda, brothers 
of Alexander Korda and associated 
with him in London Films, are ap- 
plying for papers of naturalization as 
British subjects. 

Zoltan, picture director, handled 
‘Elephant Boy’ in conjunction with 
Bob Flaherty; Vincent is Denham’s 
principal set designer. 
| Alex got his naturalization papers 
| last year. They're Hungarians origin- 
| 





ally. 





MG’s Theatre Expansion 


Rio de Janeiro, April 16. 

{| Metro is going ahead with its pro-; 
gram of theatre-expansion in South 
America. 

With the new Cine Metro in Rio 
| open, company has bought the 


'ground in Sao Paulo and now work- 





Stooging Pagliacci 


London, April 18. 
How the screen is mightier 
than the opera platform was 
indicated when the Queen Mary 
got in at Plymouth. One ar- 
rival, Nat Pendleton, was seized 





on by press cameramen for 
| stock pictures, 

An unobtrusive 
standing nearby was dragged 
in by the boys to play the 
Stooge proffering an autograph 
book. He was Giovanni Marti- 
nelli, the opera star. 


LUMIERE HAS A 
NEW ‘RELIEF 
PROCESS 


individual 














Paris, April 17. 


| Louis Lumiere, the grand old man | 


the French consider as the father of 
motion pictures, is going to bring out 
a revamped, improved 


expo. 

Although an advance showing 
makes it possible to say that it is an 
improvement over the film he re- 
leased here last year, as far as the 
sense of realizing the third perspec- 
tive is concerned, the fact that 


unfavorable factor of his invention. 

Euskadi, a cross between a trav- 
elog and a documentaire, as they say 
here, is the name of his ‘long’ short, 
and was taken in Lumiere’s native 
province of Franche-Comte. It de- 
picts the mountains of the Jura, the 
forests, rivers and waterfalls of the 
countryside. Included is also shots 
taken inside a monastery, showing 
the monks at their work and prayers. 

Rene Le Henaff directed the work, 
while Georges Clerc did the shoot- 
ing. Special music for the film was 
written by Marcel Delanncy. 

Lumiere still shrouds his perfec- 
tions with mystery, but the result of 
two cameras working from the same 
spot under different focus when 
thrown on the screen is still tiring 
for the eyes after a certain length of 
time. As was his former production, 
this is also in colors. 


‘PASTURES’ N.G. IN RIO; 
‘BRIGADE’ TOPS RECORD 


Rie de Janeiro, April 16. 

WB's ‘Green Pastures,’ which had 
simultaneous preems during Holy 
Week in South America, flopped all 
over Brazil. It limped out the 
week here, was pulled after a few 
days in Santos, and, in Porto 
Alegre, after a management pre- 
view, didn’t even open. Levity and 
‘De Lawd’ are definitely incom- 
| patible in S. A. 
| Picture might have done better 
i here garnering American and Eng- 
|lish audiences if English title had 
| been used instead of the Portuguese 











| ‘Mais Proximo ao Ceu,’ or ‘Nearer to | 


| Heaven.’ 

Offsetting ‘Green Pastures’ flop 
|however, is WB’s ‘Charge of the 
| Light Brigade, now in its third 
|/week at the Plaza, where it has 
broken all records. 








‘Ist Filming of Victoria 
Under Way by Wilcox 


London, April 18. 

Herbert Wilcox has commenced 
shooting ‘Victoria the Great’ at Den- 
ham, with Anna Neagle and Anton 
Walbrook starring. 

This is the first time Victoria has 
ever been portrayed for the talker 
screen. The shooting also inaugu- 
rated Imperator Film Productions, 
Ltd., the new company formed by 
Wilcox to make the film, which is 
already guaranteed world release by 
Radio. 

Others in the cast are H 
ner, Mary Morris, Felix 
James Dale, C. V. France. 


B. War- 
Aylmer, 


Baer’s English Short 


London, Apri! 18 
Max Baer has signed to do a pic 
ture here. 


Will star in a short feature for a 


Not one of the higher-ups will accept |ing on building plans for deluxe smal! indie unit, with an option for 


the blame for canning order. 


j house in the coffee metropolis. 


ja feature picture. 


process of | 
‘relief’ to be shown here during the | 


glasses have to be worn is still an | 





Hagen’s New Production 
Setup; Garrett On Own 


London, April 18. 





Julius Hagen has registered his 
new production outfit under the 
name of St. Margarets Film Studios, 


Ltd., with nominal capital of $50,000. 
Unit is to function at Twickenham 
| under agreement with the Official 
Receiver: producing for home dis- 
tribution through Ambassador Films. 

First picture scheduled is ‘The An- 
gelus, a domestic quota subject, 
which will be worked on by virtually 
the same _ production 
Hagen had _. before 
folded. 

Fate of Garrett-Klement Pictures, 
have been idle since they 
made ‘A Woman Alone’ and ‘The 
Quest of Ernest Bliss’ more’n a year 
indicated with Robert Gar- 
rett breaking away to go on his 
own. Garrett has registered Robert 
|Garrett Productions, Ltd., with 
| $5,000 capital. 

Movements of Otto Klement are 
| undisclosed, though it is anticipated 
he may seek a tie-in with some other 
existing outfit or else a new bank- 
roll to establish his own unit, 


crew as 
Twickenham 





| which 


| azo, 1S 


Tooters 40-Hr. 


Law Shuts 79 
Paris Nite Spots 





Paris, April 27. 

Seventy-nine niteries, dance-halls 
and cabarets here darkened Monday 
night (26) as a result of the appli- 
cation of a new law making a 40- 
hour week for musicians obligatory 
Maxim’s and the Bal Tabarin were 
among the few who remained open, 
but the latter, ace nite spot in Paris, 
shut up shop at midnight after thé 
floor show was over. 

Chez Florence, Casanova, She- 
herezade and other top spots in 
Montmartre and Montparnasse 
closed up for the night and claim 
they will remain shuttered as a re- 
sult of the new law. Insist that they 
cannot operate under those circum- 
stances. 


Sydney Anticipates 
Return of Stage Bills 


Sydney, April 6. 

Stage presentations are on the 
road back into the principal pic the- 
atres here. Capitol started ball roll- 
ing with a vaude act now and again; 
| then State swung into grade presen- 
| tations by using pit boys on stage in 
| association with singers. 
| Charles Munro, of Hoyts, will, 
|during his visit to America, book 
| suitable attractions for a tour over 
| the circuit, and Prince Edward, un- 
|der Carrolls, will be the next thea- 
|tre to re-introduce special stage 
| shows with pix. 








Northern Ireland Puts 
Nix on ‘Green Pastures’ 


Belfast, April 20. 
The jeremiahs of Northern Ireland 


have beaten Warner’ Bros., and | 
‘Green Pastures’ won't get a showing 
on the territory. After the trouble 
in Belfast, where it was first passed 
and then banned, other towns fol- 
lowed the lead, but with two out- 


standing 
Coleraine 


exceptions Larne and 


‘Plough and the Si as also 
won the disple Belfast 
authorities, who are c.,ssed to all 
pix treating of the Irish rebellion 
or at least say they are. The Free 
State produced “The Dawn,’ a propa- 
gandist subject of the revolution, is 
nevertheless shown in Northern Ire- 
land, with official support. Efforts 
will be made to wet the ban on 
‘Plough’ lifted, together with the bar 
on B. L. P.’s ‘Ourseives Alone,’ a 

j Similan tale. 


In Reich—Company Only Lost $580 


Berlin, April 18. 
Paramount has finally completed 
its financial report for the German 
company for the past year (36). It is 
an interesting commentary on Amer- 


ican pic biz in Germany these days: 
since Par lost only $580 on the year 
it claims an improvement. And Par 
is one of the two companies consid 
ered to be doing well there, other be- 


ing Metro. 

Statement for the year ending Dec 
31, 1936, lists, among assets, a work- 
ing capital of $141,193, of which $60,- 
268 must be refunded to associated 
companies for dubbing. Bank assets 
come to $34,354. To the loss of $99,- 
204 in the preceding year (1935) is 
added that of '36, which was merely 
$580. Among the debits is the in- 
vested capital, amounting to $200,000, 
with obligations coming to $28,000. 

Reserve fund is listed at $9.344, and 
other expenditures figure to $224,456. 
This item is not explained further. 
Social service contributions are list- 
ed at $5,730 and taxes at $11,556. 


Proposed Brit. Law 


Would Ban Cruelty 
To Animals in Pix 


London, April 18. 
A law 


which owes its direct in- 
Spiration to ‘Charge of the Light 
Brigade’ is on its way through 
Parliament. Titled the Cinemato- 


graph Films (animals) Bill, it would 
‘prohibit public exhibition of films 
in which suffering was caused to 
animals, or films which depict suf- 
fering of animals brought about by 
natural or artificial means.’ 
Measure is promoted by the Royal 
Society for Prevention of Cruelty 


to Animals. It would not affect 
newsreel shots of the Grand WNa- 
tional, in which agonies of fallen 
horses are often seen, foxhunting 
or similar sports. 

It’s claimed that in ‘Brigade’ the 


scenes of horses galloping and falling 
were obtained by trip-wires. 


KOENIG RESIGNS AS 
20TH’S FRENCH HEAD 


Paris, April 27. 
Unofficially reported here that 
Ernest Koenig has resigned as dis- 
tribution manager of France for 
20th-Fox. He is understood to have 
resigned on the eve of the European 
convention of the company, which is 
being attended by 20th-Fox heads 
from the Near East, Europe and a 
number of execs from New York. 
Understanding is that W. B. Mor- 
gan, who joined 20th less than three 
months ago here, will step into 
Koenig’s shoes. Local officials re- 
fuse to comment. 


With Sid Kent, Walter Hutchinson, 
Les Whalen and Frank Harley of the 
New York office of the company 
abroad to attend the convention, of- 
ficial confirmation in New York 
could not be made. However. it is 
learned unofficially that a Koenig 
resignation and replacement is 
‘likeiy to be true.’ 


| Attend Ince Services 


London, April 16 


Harry M. Warner, Sam E. Morris, 
Irving Asher, Dave Griffiths (F. N. 
London chief), Max Milder (W. B. 
London chief), T. Hayes Hunter and 
members of Teddington studio staff 
were among those who attended the 
obsequies of Ralph Ince at Golders 
Green crematorium vesterday. 

Mrs. Ince is still badly hurt in hos- 
pital, following the auto smash which 
cost her husband’s life. 


The Warner-Mort 





party ha 


we returned to America 
Baxter Quits Film Pz 
London, Arit! 16 
Beverley Baxter is quitting Max 
Schach’s organization to go back to 
newspaper work, having taken a big 
appointment a editorial cont ller 
of Allied Newsnape: ownit na- 
tional and provincial publicat 
Baxter w« on the board of Trae 
falgar Films, and was formerly pub- 
le relations officer of G-B fore 


which he edited th Darl i 


ifs also a member of Pa ment. 





| 
} 
‘ 
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Music by 


GEORGE 
GERSHWIN 


Lyrics by 


GERSHWIN... 





6 NEW SONGS T0 
SING AND SWING TO! 


“‘Let’s Call The Whole Thing Off’’—<‘They 
Can’t Take That Away’’—“‘They All 
Laughed’’—<<I’ve Got Beginner’s Luch’’ 
—**Slap That Bass’’—““Shall We Dance?’’ 


Wednesday, April 28, 19 



















































































































Directed by Mark Sandrich 
Pandro §S. Berman Production 





VA RIETY 


ED. EVERETT HORTON 


Hitting new highs in comedy. 
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The memory 
of this beloved 


American is 





















your inspira- 
tion once each 
year to help the 
Will Rogers 
Memorial Fund. 
This Fund main- 
tains -a hospital 
at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. for the 
needy of stage 
and screen. 


BELOW: 


Scroll of Honor 
for your theatre 













THE WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL FUND. 
AINS A HOSPITAL AT SARANAC LAKE, 
R THE NEEDY OF STAGE AND SCREEN 





“Deep in the hearts 
of his countrymen—” 

















NATIONAL THEATRE WEEK STARTING APRIL 307 UNITES 
THE INDUSTRY IN TRIBUTE TO THE BELOVED WILL ROGERS 
For Immediate Booking Gratis To All Participating Theatres 


LEST WE FORGET 


A Beautiful One-Reel Film of Thrill and Sentiment starring 


ROBERT TAYLOR » GARY COOPER 
ALLAN JONES - HARRY CAREY 


Availcble Free of Charge at the following Exchanges: Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Warner Bros., Paramount, RKO, United Artists, 
20th Century-Fox, Columbia, Universal, National Screen Service 


For further information: Will Rogers Memorial Fund, 570 Lexington Avenue, New York City. 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 21) 





and Hull is brought in to aid in preparing others, They fall in love but 
split when they learn they reside in the same house. The composer 
returns to New York and threatens to jail Miss Ellis for the theft. In the 
windup, Hull clears up the situation by announcing over the air that the 
composer gave Miss Ellis her first opportunity for success. 

Readied to start: ‘SINGING KID FROM PINE RIDGE,’ ‘THE RELUCT- 


20th Cer Fex 


Three in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘ESCAPE FROM 
LOVE,’ reported Variety March 31, and ‘SING AND BE HAPPY.’ Started: 
‘YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING,’ produced by Laurence Schwab. 
directed by Norman Taurog, original screenplay, Harry Tugend and Jack 
Yellen. Cast: Alice Faye, Ritz Bros.. Don Ameche, Gypsy Rose Lee. Ru- 


binoff, Anthony Martin, Joan Davis, Frances Drake, Arthur Treacher. | 


Charles Winninger, Samuel Green, Ted Fraser, Ray Winfield, George Hum- 
bert, Louis Prima band. 

Story depicts Alice Faye, hicktown songwriter, broke in New York. Un- 
able to pay for a meal, Don Ameche, playboy, attempts to help financially. 
She refuses and works out the coin through a sandwich board. Ameche 
later takes her to the Y. W. C. A. and learns of some stuff she has written. 
He sends her an anonymous check for the music, promising to use it in a 
play. In the meantime, Miss Faye learns Ameche is mixed up with Gypsy 
Rose Lee, the stripper, who makes her film debut in this one. Miss Lee 
tips off the info that Ameche paid off for the song, but didn’t intend using 
it. Miss Faye, disillusioned, returns to home town. She starts working 


in a dime store and suddenly sees her name printed on some of the sheet | 


music, which has been used in a play. Finale has ’em in a clinch. 

Readied to start: ‘LANCER SPY,’ ‘SECOND HONEYMOON,’ 
‘CHICAGO,’ ‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ ‘THREE BAD MEN,’ ‘HEIDI,’ 
‘THE JONES FAMILY,’ ‘MR. MOTO.’ 


United Artists 


Three in werk, none editing, 7 preparing. In work: 

‘THE PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ reported Variety March 17; ‘VOGUES 
OF 1938,’ reported March 24, and ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ reported April 7. 
None started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ 
‘52D STREET,’ ‘DEAD END,’ ‘STAND IN,’ 


Universal 





Two in work, 6 editing, 8 preparing. 


In work: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ 
reported Variety April 15. Started: 


‘ARMORED CAR,’ produced by E. M. Asher, directed by Lewis R. Foster, | 


original by William A. Pierce, screenplay by Foster and Robert N. Lee. 


Cast: Robert Wilcox, Judith Barrett, Irving Pichel, Cesar Romero, Inez | 


Courtney, Tom Kennedy, Dave Oliver, William Lundigan. 

Stery shows Wilcox in charge of one of the steel-clad, scientifically pro- 
tected armored cars used to transport huge sums of money. Irving Pichel 
plots to rob one of the trucks and in doing so causes a landslide killing 
occupants of the car. He burns open the safe, but destroys its contents. 
Suspicion is directed at Wilcox, because of previous criminal charge. He 


loses his job and eventually joins Pichel’s gang. Latter outfit sets stage | 


for another robbery, but revealed that Wilcox is working as detective for 
his former boss. 
ing up the gang. Romantic interest is carried through the story by Wil- 
cox and Miss Barrett, daughter of the company’s chief dispatcher. 


‘BLACK ACES’ (completed), produced by Buck Jones, directed hod 
ast: 


Selander, original by Stephen Payne, screenplay by Frances Guihan. 
Buck Jones, Kay Linaker, Fred McKaye, W. E. Lawrence, Robert Frazer, 
Raymond Brown, Robert Kortman, Eddie Cobb, Frank Campeau, Charles 
LeMoyne, Charles King, Arthur Van Slyke, Bob McKenzie. 

Story describes western town harassed by Black Aces gang. Two mur- 


ders committed when Buck Jones, jilted by Kay Linaker, rides into town. | 


Fred McKay, Jones’ rival in love, fails in an attempt to buy Jones’ fine 
nag and talks Jones into poker game. He loses his ranch, and when he 
goes to his ranch house to obtain his clothing, another murder is com- 
mitted. He is accused of being a member of the Black Aces, but Jones en- 
lists aid of several ranchers and rounds up the outlaw gang. . 

‘I COVER THE WAR’ (completed), produced by Trem Carr, directed by 
Arthur Lubin, original by Bernard McConville, screenplay by George 
Waggner. Cast: John Wayne, Gwen Gaze, Don Barclay, Pat Somerset, 
Sam Harris, Charles Brokaw, James Bush, Arthur Aylesworth, Earl Hodg- 
ins, Jack Mack, Franklyn Parker, Frank Lackteen, Olaf Hytten. ; 

Story shows Wayne and Barclay, newsreel cameramen, sent to Samari 


to grab footage of a chieftain, who is on a rampage against the British | 


government. They make friends with Gwen Gaze, niece of the army 
commandant, and the other lensers in the desert. Wayne’s brother shows 
up from the states and when an atter:gt is made to have him sent home 
he joins up with a couple of bogus lensers who are smuggling guns to the 
Arabs. He steals Wayne’s pass, precipitating a crisis, and suspicion is 
directed at Wayne. The bogus lensers are murdered and the killer tells 
Wayne and his partner that he’ll lead them into the desert if they'll help 
him escape. Then they learn that the killer is the Arab tribe leader. In 
fight the two are injured, but in flight in an auto they record facts of an 
impending ambush of the British forces in the desert. When the film is 
developed, it enables British planes to wipe out the Arabs. 


Readied to start: ‘WEST COAST LIMITED,’ ‘CHANNEL CROSSING,’ 


‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH HAND,’ ‘BROADWAY JAMBOREE,’ ‘NIGHT 
PATROL,’ ‘SCOOP,’ ‘ADVENTURER’S END.’ 


Warners 


Seven in work, 16 editing, 8 preparing. In work: ‘CONFESSION,’ re- 
ported as ‘ONE HOUR OF ROMANCE; Variety March 3; ‘LIFE OF ZOLA, 
reported March 17; ‘EVER SINCE EVE,’ reported March 30, and ‘THAT 
CERTAIN WOMAN,’ reported April 7. Started: 

‘A GENTLEMAN AFTER MIDNIGHT,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown, 
directed by Archie Mayo, story by Maurice Hanline, screenplay by Casey 

binson. Cast: Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland, Eric Blore, Spring 
Byington, Marcia Mae Jones, Georgia Kane, Patric Knowles. 

Story kicks in with Leslie Howard enacting a Shakespearean role. One 
of his femme worshippers, Olivia de Havilland, neglects her fiance, but her 
father and Howard agree to try and disillusion the stage-struck gal. A 
week-end party is staged, Howard trying to make himself as insufferable 
aS possible, but she thinks everything is hunky-dory. Even when Howard 

ings in his fire-eating vaude partner, the gal still doesn’t get the play. 








In the washup she chases with Howard to his apartment where it is more | 


than apparent that he is in love with his partner. " 

“ANGLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Sam Bischoff, directed by Ray En- 
right, original by Adela Rogers St. John, screenplay by Warren Duff. 
Cast: Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Margaret Lindsay, John Litel, Ben Wel- 
don, Dick Purcell, George E. Stone. 


Story is murder mystery laid in tabloid newspaper office. Concerns an 


- : = ' 
editor going out of his way to create hot news without respect to possi- 


bilities. He sends his star sobbie, Joan Blondell, a cameraman and a leg- 
man to cover a train wreck. Trio poses as hospital outfit, but when the 
fotog flashes his light everything goes for naught. However, following this 
Prolog, the editor receives an anonymous letter telling of mysterious death. 
The editor sends the sobbie out and she dupes the coroner into believing 


something is screwy. An autopsy is performed and all evidence points to | 


the dead guy’s widow. Newspaper plays on this angle for its news value, 
but ends with the filing of a libel suit. Miss Blondell, through her inter- 
view with the accused widow, has created sentiment for the gal, and after 
the latter is imprisoned she goes to her and convinces that the truth would 
be better for all. The widow then drums up a suicide note by her hus- 
band which squares everything. 

VARSITY SHOW,’ produced by Lou Edelman, directed by William 
Keizhley, orisinal by Fred Pederson, screenplay by Sig Herzig and Warren 
uff. Cast: Dick Powell. Fred Waring Pennsylvanians, Rosemary and Pris- 
Tey eane, Ted Healy, Walter Catlett, Lee Dixon, Sterling Holloway, Mable 
Oo 


Story is laid in Pennsylvania college town, with the annual varsity show 


‘JEAN,’ 


He escapes from the gang and aids the coppers in round- | 


VARIETY 








That, Too 


Los Angeles, April 27. 

Manager of the Little The- 
atre, York, Pa., has appealed to 
the Hays office here for assist- 
ance in awarding prizes in a 
scrambled word contest. 

Manager advised that some- 
one had stolen the answers to 





the contest and Tom Petty, 
Hays’ local public relations 
counsel, is trying to frame new 
ones. 











Amus. Stocks Recover 


Pronounced weakness in  Par- 
amount issues, particularly the first 
preferred stock, featured the slump 
| in picture company shares as the 
whole stock market went into a nose- 
| dive last week. Headlong plunge of 


29 








At $6,012,250; Ist 





| 


Enright, Pitt, Forced 


Last Wk.’s Sharp Drop |riveriy 


| spending too much time at 


| most severe setback encountered | 
Since this issue went above $200 | 
early in the year. Stock was off 


some 30 points from the week’s high- 
est price at one juncture, while the 
quotation on Saturday (24) and even 
on Monday (26) represented approx- 
imately 20 points net loss for 
week. The loss sustained up until 
Saturday was the. greatest decline of 
any stock on the big board for that 
week. 

As Paramount common and first 
preferred fell back about 2 points 
or more each, the slump easily was 
the outstanding feature in the pic- 
ture group. This weakness, which 
started asserting itself about mid- 
week, gained fullest momentum on 
Friday and Saturday, and by that 
time spread to other film issues, a 
typical behavior for a group. 

The estimated earnings of about 
$2,000,000 for the first quarter also 
were rated disappointing, in that 
they were below some considerably 
higher ones made in the street. At 
least that was the way Wall Street 
received the news, because the com- 
paratively slight improvement in 
prices yesterday (Tues.) were about 
in line with other advances by film 
company shares. Then, too, some 
traders did not particularly relish 
the idea that the figures only were 
estimates and that they seemingly 
were rushed forward on a declining 
market. 

Loew's common felt the weakness 
in the market most, aside from the 
| Paramount issues. It was off more 
than 7 points at one time, but rallied 
briskly about 3 points in Tuesday's 
trading. Twentieth-Fox common and 
preferred also retreated in Monday’s 
deluge of selling, but recovered sub- 
sequently. Warner Bros. common 
and preferred also slipped, but came 
back later. 

Universal preferred went contrary 
to the trend, coming up nearly 6 
| points to 88. 





BOYS’LL BE PESTS 


| Or One L. A. Nabe’s Woes With Its 
Tough Kid Trade 











Los Angeles, April 27. 

Sunset, picture house, is thinking 
of putting in an armor-plated screen 
for the Saturday afternoon trade. 
Place is plagued with kids from high 
school age down who bring pop 
guns, bean-shooters and buckshot. 

They hiss the villyun and then 
ball up the plot by beating the hero 
to the draw and taking potshots at 
him from their seats. Bullseyes bring 
three rousing cheers and don’t do 
any particular harm except to make 
the screen look as if it had smallpox. 

Another house, thinking to calm 
the kids down, had a sheriff give 
out prizes to those who had picked 
up a couple of newspaper subscrip- 
tions for a daily. Sheriff made the 
kids honorary deputies. 

Kids swore to uphold law and 
order. Picture went on, and in a 
' few minutes they were cheering the 
heavy and giving the sheriff the bird. 

House managers figure the thing 
looks hopeless, but they have to 
cater to these dimes even if it means 
turning a modern theatre back to an 
old fashioned shooting gallery. 





coming up. 


with the show. 


which results in a student strike. 
Ns Be 


argue with the owner. 
and rings up for the play. 

Readied to start: ‘MR, 
SPECIMEN,’ 


|and told tots they had to leave, there 


the | 


| 


See |led to decision to oust 
| Par’s first preference stock was the | ute 


lover. That brought trouble and when 


| perience 
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To Drop Kids’ Sat. Mats 
Pittsburgh, April 27. 

Sit-down strike staged week ago at 
the Enright by 500 youngsters when 
| asked to leave following completion 
of regular kiddie show will bring an 
lend to Saturday morning screen bills 
have been sponsored at East 
house by Federation of 
Women’s Clubs for last three years. 
Protests recently by Parent-Teach- 
Association that juveniles were 
Enright, 
arriving at 9:30 a.m. for picked films 
and then remaining from noon to 3 
p.m. to catch regular double-feature, | 
kiddies min- 
for them was 


ers 





show set apart 





George Bronson, manager, took stage 


was a minor riot and 
put. Bronson and house staff tried | 
for half an hour to get them out 
but youngsters refused to budge and 
management finally 
scheduled show. 


kids stayed | 


proceeded with 


Midland, K. C., Stickup 
Kansas City, April 27. | 
theatre had its first ex- 

with bandits last week. 

Couple of thugs, who bought tickets. 
wandered about the house arousing 
suspicions of an employee. As em- 
ployee sought to warn John Me- 
Manus, manager of the house, when 
the stick-up men demanded the 
manager. In McManus’ office they 
took $14 fro him and $5 from John 


Midland 


Robertson, United Artists office 
manager. 
Armored truck had _ picked up 


$1,000 from theatre 10 minutes be- 
fore the hold-up. One suspect ar- 
rested to date. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, 

Osa Johnson, Manhattan; 
radio and theatrical business; 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Incor- 
Pporators: Osa Johnson, Clark H. Gattis, 
William R. Murphy, all of the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York City. 

RK. W. Amusement 
theatres of all kinds; capital stock, 200 
shares, $100 par value Ineorporatora:: 
DPD. Benjamin Mason, Bernard IL, Neu- 
mark, Frank J. Infranea, all of 302 
Broadway, New York City. 

Allied Arta Productions, Ine., 
York; motion picture business; capital 
stock, 200 shares, $190 par yalue. In- 
corporators: Theodore A, Benedek, 43% 
East 68th street, New York City; Deems 
Taylor, 160 Central Park South, New 
York City; Dr. Arnold Genthe, 443 Kast 
58th street, New York City. Subscribers, 
Theodore A. Benedek, and Arihur 8. 
Friend and Edwin M. Reiskind, both of 
1270 Sixth avenue, New York City. 

Sereen Specialties, Ine.. New York; 
motion picture business; capital stock, 
200 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Frank Canavaciol, 15 Bast 40th street, 
New York City; Max Civeenberg, 1050 
Hancock street, RBrookiyn:; John W. M. 
Rutenberg, 350 Broadway, New York 
City, 

Commonwealth Pictures 
York; motion picture 
stock, 200 shares, 


Ine., general 


capital 


Co., Ine., Kings: 


New 


Corp., New 
business; capital 
no par value, Incor- 
porators: Irving Markowitz, Jesse 
Luxenberg, Rudolph Kubin, all of 11 
East 42nd street, New York City. 
Modern Jewish Players, 
Yark; producers of plays, 
theatre operators; capital 
shares, $100 par value. 
Morris Greenblatt, 665 
New York City; 
Broadway, New 
Rosenbaum, 277 


Inc., New 
operas, etc.; 
stock, 100 
Incorporators: 
Madison avenue, 
Emanuel Storm, 277 
York Clty: Syvivia 
Broadway, New York 


City. 

Night Speedways of N. Y.,  Ine., 
Menands; theatrical business; capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value Incor- 
porators: Hildegarde Rowley, 429 Man 
ning boulevard, Albany, N. Y.; Doris 


Wheeler, 135 Grove 


avenue, Albany, 
N. Y.; Edna Hite, Z> 


(Huildertand, N, 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
ine.; motion 
100 shares, 


Cc. C, Burr Productions, 
picture production; capital, 
no par; permitted to issue 10 shares, 
Directors: (, «. Burr, Raymond = kK, 
Johnson and Clemence A. Burr. 

Crime Clab Productions, Ime.; motion 
picture production; 200,000 
shares, $1.00; 


capital, 





Prof. in the college, who oversees the frolic, has old ideas and 
everyone concerned realizes the show is going to be a flop. 
a recent grad, returns to the school and the students inveigle him to aid 
He’s done some good things on the stage, but in reality 
accepts the position merely as a hideout to cover up his last flop. 
Catlett, the prof., and Powell engage in professional] strife over the show, 
Latter forces Powell to hie himself to 
but in the meantime the students learn that 
they agree to take the show into N. Y. to give him a chance to recuperate. 
Sit-down strike angle is injected wherein the students can't pay off the 
theatre rental and decide to plant themselves throughout the house and 
Meanwhile, the gang of troupers 





par permitted to issue 
1,000 shares Directors Lawrence W, 
Fox, Jr., Ben Hersh and Helen Mce- 
Kinles 

Lichteng, tne.s photographs capital 
190 shares, no pa permitted to issue 
j all, Directors HKenjamia A Erlander, 
)} Harry H. Lichtig Morton Garbus 


Dick Powell. 
Walter 


Powell is broke and 





goes on stage | 


Play, of course, proves successful. 
DODD TAKES THE 


AIR,” ‘THE PERFECT 


Par's Net Profit for Past Year ; 


| loss. of 


Quarter, $2,011,000 


By applying special inventory re- 
serve of $2,000,000 provided for at 
the end of 1935, Paramount for the 
fiscal year ending Jan. 2 last showed 
a transfer to surplus of $6,012,250. 


This amount is arrived at after de- 
ducting all charges, including inter- 
est, Federal taxes, depreciation and 
contingency reserves of $632,500. A 
strong fourth quarter in 1936, net- 
ting Par $3,757,025 with application 


of inventory reserve, 
helped to push the company’s 
showing to the $6,012,250 figure. The 
third quarter had been $2,013,764, 
while the second had shown a loss 
of $477,461 and the first 13 weeks of 
1936 a gain of $718,921, after apply- 
ing the reserves set up. 

The statement for the 12 months 
includes $331,819 and $123,230, which 
represent, respectively, net capital 
gains and profit on acquisition of 
the company’s 6% debentures 
quired for sinking fund 
Profits do not include approximate- 
ly $331,000 as Par’s net interest as a 
stockholder in combined undistrib- 
uted earnings for the year of par- 
tially-owned companies nor prot or 
Olympia Theatres, 


materially 
1936 


ace 


purposes 


Ine 


| which is still in receivership. State- 


ment indicates that reorganization of 
this New England theatre subsidiary 
will be completed in a few months, 
thus sirengthening the position of 
Par in theatre operations, cash and 
earnings. 

In addition to noting that interest 
charges have been materially re- 
duced, affecting a saving during 1936 
of about $850,000, Par’s annual re- 
port shows that the net fixed assets 
show an increase during the year ol 
$3,076,489. 

Charges of 1936 included in deduc- 
tions is $65,378 of° undistributed 
profits tax. 

Paramount for the first quarter 
this year ending April 3, which took 
in the Silver Jubilee drive, estimates 
consolidated earnings at $2,011,000, 
including approximately $391,000 of 
dividends received from non-con- 
solidated subsidiaries. Earnings are 
computed after all charges, including 
interest, depreciation, reserves and 
taxes except undistributed profits 
taxes, but do not include approxi- 
mately $640,000 as Par’s interest as 
stockholder in combined and undis- 
tributed profits through  partially- 
owned subsidiaries. 

After making provision-for $323,- 
482 in dividends on the first and sec- 
ond preferred stocks, the remaining 
$1,687,518 represents 72c. per share 
on the common, but with inclusion 
of the $640,000 in undistributed earn- 
ings, it would mount to $1. 

This year’s first quarter compares 
with $718,921 for the same quarter 
in 1936 after applying $800,000 of the 
inventory reserve provided as of 
Dec. 28, 1935, plus Par’s interest in 
undistributed earnings in other com- 
panies of $480,000. 

Earnings for the first quarters this 
year and 1936 do not embrace profits 
of Olympia Theatres, Inc., and its 
subsids which are in receivership. 

Par reports progress in reducing 
interest charges, On debt as of Jan. 
2 last, the interest was around 
$1,950,000, as against approximately 
$2,800,000 payable as of Dec. 28, 1935, 
the close of the previous fiscal year. 


Columbus Theatre Men 
Want Saranac Rights 


Columbus, April 27. 

Columbus theatre owers, meeting 
here, passed a resolution recom- 
mending that the privilege. of the 
Will Rogers Memorial hospital at 
Saranac Lake be made available to 
incapacitated theatre owners, thea- 
tre employees and film exchange em- 
ployees in the same manner as they 
are to stage and screen actors. 

Resolution was communicated to 
Major L. E. Thompson, chairman 
of the Will Rogers Memorial Com- 
mittee. 








20-40 YRS. FOR HOLDUPPER 
Philadelphia, April 27. 
Youth who admits robbing Bovd 
of $1,000 March 9 and Keith's of $57 
a month later, was sentenced to 20-40 
years here by Judge Millar in Quar- 
ter Sessions Court yesterday. 


Twenty-year-old gives name 
James Vernon Devine, but admits 
that’s a phoney. Also confesses at- 
tempting second stickup at Boyd 


and one at Stanton which was foiled 
by arrival of cop. 
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COMEDY! Charlie Ruggles, Ben Blue in a terrific ROMANCE! Eleanore Whitney, Johnny Downs in 


Jaugh routine, and Roma Vincent, comedy find, turn a love affair that proves these two romantic youngsters 


on the fun in « + «TURN OFF THE MOON” eren’t just acting in. -“TURN OFF THE MOON” 





wees 


SONGS! Kenny Baker, singing star of Jack Benny’s SPECTACLE : Brilliant sets, scintillating ensembles, 


air show, warbles sweetly with “Turn Off the Moon” in plenty of eye-filling production to back the musical . 


“TURN OFF THE MOON” numbers of « « » » “TURN OFF THE MOON. 
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ON THE BOX-OFFICE 
“TURN OFF THE MOON”! 


Chockful of everything a good musical needs.. .“*Turn Off the Moon” 


is the bow-in of Fanchon, co-producer of famed Fanchon and Marco 








= 














Units, who knows what the public wants and gives it to them... plus! 


It’s a Showman’s Show with ‘all the elements of a Hit! 











L meer. 
in MUSIC! Phil Harris, Jack Benny’s radio maestro, and RHYTHM! Eleanore Whitney and Johnny Downs. 
ers orchestra, swing “Southern Hospitality” and four other turn on the heat with the sensational new “Jammin’” 
v“ grand tunes in. . - “TURN OFF THE MOON” dance for . . . - -“TURN OFF THE MOON” 








‘TURN OFF 
THE MOON’ 


with CHARLIE RUGGLES 


Eleanore Whitney « Johnny Downs 
Kenny Baker «Phil Harris & Orchestra 





F = Ben Blue and Marjorie Gateson 
ples, NOVELTY! Fanchon’s gorgeous Fanchonettes in Directed by Lewis Seiler * A Paramount Picture 


ical ‘sensational routines, including famed Bubble Dance, one 


N” ‘of many surprises in “TURN OFF THE MOON” 
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Bank Nite Under Fire in N W: Two. 
File Suits to Collect Drawings 


ink + 
Milwaukee, April 2’. 

Bank night is once more under 
fire in this community. Having re- 
cently thwarted attempts of city offi- 
cials to outlaw bank nights, theatre 
men now find themselves faced with 
a suit brought by a patron who 
claims he was entitled to a $450 
prize, which is likely to open heal- 
ing wounds. 

A local lad, presumably backed by 
bitter enemies of bank nights, con- 


tends that he was declared the win- 
ner of an award of $450 on April 6, 
but was barred from collecting the 
money because he couldn’t reach the 
stage to identify himself before the 
three-minute period had expired. 

The suit is being brought against 
the Wisconsin Amus. Enterprise 
(Skouras) by Victor Neuhaus, who 
claims that he was standing out 
front of the Tower theatre when his | 
name was called and that the door 
man delayed his entrance so that he 
could not reach the stage. 





Manager Donovan Deakin stated 
that the doorman didn’t block his 
entrance. At any rate, the daily | 


papers are giving much ink to the | 
suit, indicating they are against 
bank nights. 
Minneapolis, April 27. 

Marking the third action of its 
kind in recent months in the Twin | 
Cities, Eva Janet Lonetti has filed 
suit against the Northland Amus. 
Co. of Minneapolis, owner of the 
Roxy, St. Paul, for $550 which she 
alleges she won in a theatre gift 
night contest and which the North- | 
land company refused to pay her | 
because marriage changed her name. 

The name of Eva Janet Knopps 
was drawn for a winning of $550 at 
the Roxy several months after she 
had registered. But in the mean- 
while she had married and when 








Just Cause to Cut Up 





Virginia exhibitors are laying 
plans for their midsummer shebang 
at Cavalier hotel, Virginia Beach, 
June 14. Group goes under moniker 
of M. P. T. O. of Virginia but is 
strictly an independent clan, being 


affiliated with no national organiza- 


tion. 

William S. Wilder of Norfolk, 
president, and Syd J. Gates of Poris- 
mouth, convention chairman, are 


working with idea of having record 
crowd of exhibitors from the freak 
section of the country which has 
never been bothered with double 
features, giveaways or bank night. 





DEE IN ‘EBBTIDE’ 
Hollywood, April 27. 

Dee goes into Paramount's 

to 


Frances 
‘Ebbtide,’ 
color. 

Others in cast are Oscar Homolka, 
Frances Farmer and Lloyd Nolan 
Henry Hathaway will direct. 


be produced in techni- 





Clarke, Holt Teamed 
Hollywood, April 27. 
and Jack Holt will 
in ‘Black Torrent,’ 
Darmour film for 


Mae Clarke 
have the leads 
the next Larry 
Columbia release. 

Ray Walker also has been set for 
a featured part. 





Miss Knopps went to claim the prize 
as Mrs. Lonetti, her married name, 
payment was refused her. 

David Gillman, 
amusement company, 
fined $550 when a jury found that 











Casting Reed 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Earl Reed, Hollywood cop 
known to all the picture crowd 
as ‘the czar of Hollywood and 
Vine’ till he was shot up by a 
madman eight months ago, still 
has his right arm in a steel sling 
which makes him look like a 
chronic stop signal. 

At a Boy Scout banquet here 
the other day the orchestra 
played ‘The Star-Spangled Ban- 
closer. Reed’s arm 
in a half-salute as 


ner as a 


stood out 
usual. 
‘You're a fine cop for young 
America,’ said -the chairman. 
‘We play the national anthem 
and you give it the Nazi salute.’ 











Merchants Encourage 
Portable Pix Showings 





Lincoln, April 27. 
Films are being brought to small 
towns of Nebraska, Kansas and 


Missouri on a squat-tag basis and it 
is estimated that about 30 portable 
projection sets are making circles 
similar to the rep stock outfits in the 
three states. No stand is of more 
than two days length and the popu- 
lation top of the towns played is 
about 1,000. Some are played on a 
two week circle, comprised of 14 
towns, which makes one show night 
in a fortnight. 

Gag is not viewed with alarm by 
other’ exhibs, because none of the 
towns serviced have a chance, even | 
in the hey-nonny of prosperity, to | 


support its own regularly playing | 
| theatre. To be profitable for the 
| operator, towns must be within a| 


| 30 mile radius 


| there’s little of its use 
secretary of the | 


i 


| 


his theatre gift night was a lottery | 


in violation of the state law. 
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“GOOD OLD SOAK” 


with WALLACE BEERY 
COMING SOON 


“Night Must Fall” 









ette DAVIS in ‘Marked Woman’ 


Bway & 47th 


an to Opens 
5° p.m, 9:30 a.m, 
SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOW TONIGHT 


Cominge—“THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER” | 
with Erret Flynn — The Mauch Twins 





Jeanette MacDONALD 
Nelson EDDY in 


“MAY TIME” 


Stage — CAB CALLOWAY 











| 
| 








ith Av. & both B. 


ROXY 


ALL 
} | seas pa P.M. 


“WAKE UP 
AND LIVE” 


On the Stage: 
JOHN STEELE 
3 SAILORS 
MILES & KOVER 





| 





| Nebraska and Kansas because of the 
recently was | 


to cut down the| 
transportation cost. For this reason, | 
in western | 


sparse settlement. 

In a great many of the spots, local | 
merchants are glad to tie up for the 
trade lure. Film exchanges say there 


are about 120 to 150 spots being | 


served in this manner in the three 


| states. 





| Keys, 


| head for Paramount, 


| Courshon to Reside 
Sells Out G.S.C. 


In Fia.; 
Chicago, April 27. 


| Interest of Aaron Courshon in the 
|Theatrical Enterprises which con- 
| trolled the G.S.C. circuit has been 
bought out by his two partners, 
Mort Goldberg and I. V. Perlman, 
| two attorneys who have been active 
'in theatre operation for a number 
'of years. Courshon had one-fourth 
| interest in the firm, while Goldberg 
;}and Perlman had the remaining 
75%. Circuit itself at present con- 
sists of five houses in Chicago nabes 
and interests in three houses in Wis- 
consin. Sell-out price reported at 
$185,000. 

Courshon, who served as general 
manager and active operator of the 
circuit, is understood planning to 
reside in Florida where he has sev- 
eral theatres. Joe Weiss goes in as 
gen.-mgr. of the circuit as an em-| 
ploye. 

Goldberg and Perlman are plan- 
ning considerable expansion of the 
| circuit both in Chicago and Wis- 
consin, 
ing operations where theatre lease- 
holds are not available. 


WB ADDS 7 MORE TO 
PHILLY GIVEAWAYERS 


Philadelphia, April 27. 
Warner circuit, which for years | 
clawed tooth and nail against give- 








gen, has added seven more houses | 


with projects on for build- | 


‘ | mond live in East St. 
aways and games as boxoffice Oxy- | 


—= 


NO BANK NIGHTS — 
IN JAPAN—YET 


Tokyo, March 3], 

Bank night or similar propositions 
haven't hit Japan yet, and probably 
won't, because here the cops can sit 
on the iid simply through regulations 
they make, not being dependent upon 
passage of laws. Legit houses, how. 
ever, are using giveaways to an ine 
creasing extent to drum up biz. 

Couple of weeks ago Shochiku's 
Shinjuku Kabukiza tied in with 
|prominent soap mfr. to give away 
|three bars of their most expensive 
| soap with each admish. Retail value 
| of soap was just 10 sen under lowest 
'admish price of house. 








‘Harry Ridesid fs Among 
4 Hurt in Auto Crash 


St. Louis, April 27. 
Harry Redmond, owner and oper- 
|ator of Majestic, largest pix house in 
| East St. Louis, was one of four 
jured when Redmond’s 


in- 


auto was 
wrecked Thursday (22) as it plunged 
down embankment near Murphys- 


as driver swerved to avoid 
|hitting dog. With Redmond were 
t= Walter Wilhelmji, Dr. Fred H, 
Gunn and William J. Veach, former 
| city commissioner, and ali but Red- 
Louis, 

They were returning from fishing 
trip to Reelfoot Lake, Tenn. Car, 


boro, IIL, 


to the three where it started bingo | after running down embankment, 


| and ‘bonus’ several weeks ago. 


Opening trio were the Kent, Cadet 
and Imperial. New ones are Cross 
Wishart, Keystone, Liberiy, 
Colney, Strand and Lindley. Reports 
also around that chain may insti- 
tute heavily-sugared bank-nite pots 
in several key houses. 





‘Diamond West on Par’s 


Shorts Prod. Lineup 


Diamond, 





Lou and music 
is leaving for 
the Coast around June 1 to discuss 
shorts lineup for the coming season 


shorts 





Worcester K.0.’s Beano 





Worcester, Mass., April 27. 


When Mayor John S. Sullivan 


turned thumbs down on daily beano | 


games here last week, theatre mana- 
gers had cause for joy. 


visited the various parlors weekly 


, and theatres have been taking the 
resultant rap. 


Bluecoats have been stationed at | 
, the games for several weeks and| 


| issued a report to the mayor which 


= | sing About,’ 











“CAFE 
METROPOLE” 


Loretta Young, Tyrone Power 
Adolphe Menjou 


RIVOL 


PARAMOU NT 
‘Swing High-Swing Low’ 


With LOMBARD and MacMURRAY 


B'WAY at 


UNITED 
49th St. 


ARTISTS 














—ON THE STAGE— 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG 
ORCHESTRA 


Ya 


AND HIS 








“ASTOR 


Bwey. at 45th St. 

All Seats Reeerese 
Twice et BS say 8:4 
Bun. «& 3: on 
600, 8 so I idnite 
Rhow Sat. Prices (plus 
tax): 
Bun 
+ 3 : 
Baturtay Midnite and 
Sunday 6 P.M., 50c to 

















RADIO 


ary. MUSIC HALL 


‘*‘A STAR 
IS BORN’? 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
Spectacular Stage Productions 








EDWARD G. 


ROBINSON 


in His Greatest Role Since 
“LITTLE CAESAR” 


THUNDER IN THE CITY 
sewCriterion (2° 25c 


Doers open 9 a.m.—Midnight Shows toe | p.m. 





| showed that all was not on the up- 
'and-up, with attendants frequently | 
| splitting with 


“winners” 
which ranged from $2 to $50. 





LARKIN’S LOVE’S LABOR 


Hollywood, April 27. 
John Francis Larkin has 
signed by Victor Schertzinger to do 
screen play of ‘It’s Love,’ his second 
| for Grand National. 
| Production follows ‘Something to 
starting early in May. 





Trevor Lent Goldwyn 
Hollywood, April 27. 

Claire Trevor is being loaned to 
, Samuel Goldwyn by 20th-Fox for a 
spot in ‘Dead End.’ 

Allen Jenkins also is being bor- 
rowed from Warners for the same 
| picture which will roll around June 1. 


| Nation Wired 


| (Continued from page 1) 

















N. J. That one has hidden horns in 
| trees; plays appropriate discs when 


- | funeral processions wind through the | 


Zrounds. and 
| sundown. 
Churches have caught on, 
jlearned that attendance 
|upped if sermons 
equally well from any pew location. 
Radio stations have stepped in and 
| hogged much of the available biz. 


twilight music each 


having 
can be 











- ECKHARDT HEADS CHI B’D 
Chicago, April 27. 

Clyde Eckhardt, 

| local 20th 


Chicago Film Board of Trade. 
Succeeds Allen Usher, 


who resigned 
to district chief. 





former 
manager of local Paramount office, 
upon his prornotion 


| Broadcasters have most prestige with | 
| public, because of the nature of their | 
|regular biz and consequently have 
| sopped up much of the money lying 


manager of the | around. They plug their amplifica- | 
Century-Fox exchange, | tion service over their wavelengths, 
|has been elected president of the ‘in many instances, and have found 


it a most lucrative sideline. Stations 
| can operate cheaply, too, having a 
deal of equipment on hand for their 
remote broadcasts, and having engi- 
| neering crews on hand regardless. 





It is esti- | 
mated that more than 25,000 persons | 


of prizes 


been | 


can be heard | 


| (1937-38) and to attend the sales 
| convention which starts June 11 
| there. 


Par will have a program of 100 
| shorts or a few over for the coming 
season under plans, including the 
Max Fleischer cartoons made in the 
| east, plus those made by Par itself 
in New York and _ independently- 
produced briefies turned out on the 
| Coast. 

There is no thought of giving up 
shorts production in the east. 


Mono’s Coast Setup 


Los Angeles, April 27. 
| Olmstead-Stubbins, Inc., Pacific 
| Coast franchise’ distributors for 
pat Pictures, has established 








exchange quarters in San Francisco, 
Seattle and Portland, with home offi- 
ces located here. 

Los Angeles and San Francisco ex- 
changes will be operated by Mono- 
gram Pictures Corp. of California. 
Seattle and Portland function under 
Monogram Pictures Corp. of North- 
west. 

A. M. Goldstein of Seattle will 
supervise both the Seattle and Port- 
land houses, with George Blumen- 
thal installed as Frisco manager. 





_Harmon-Ising Leaving 
M-G; New Deal Stymied 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Harmon-lIsing is breaking off with 
Metro after failure to get together 
on a new contract. Current deal 
| washes up after cartoon outfit de- 
livers 12 more. 

Studio to turn out its own color 
| cartoons, with organization now be- 
| ing formed by Fred Quimby, head of 
| M-G shorts. 








W-K Continues Screen Ads 
Spartanburg. S. C., April 27. 
Despite an additional tax of $200 
per house annually becoming effec- 
tive, four local Wilby-Kincey houses 
are continuing screen advertisments. 
| Several new accounts have been 
signed by the Carolina, State and 
| Strand, top houses of the system 
| here. 
The law, which garners an extra 
| $800 annually from the theatres, was 
passed by city council. 


Lina Basauette in ‘Sea’ 
Hollywood, April 27. 
Lina Basquette goes into ‘Souls at 
Sea’ at Paramount. 
Actress returned from England 
last week. 





| 


struck telephone pole and was de- 
molished. All were treated at St. 
Mary’s hospital for severe cuis and 
bruises. 


B&K Nixes Social Pic 


Chicago, April 27. 

Due to its social disease theme, 
‘Sinful’ is being dropped by the 
Theatre Booking Office, Balaban & 
Katz (Paramount) subsidiary agency. 
TBO agency has been spot-booking 
the flicker on a states-right deal 
around the midwest. B. & K. has 
also taken the flicker off its screens. 

Picture was dropped following a 
request to do so from the Hays of- 








| fice headquarters, 





‘Prince and Pauper’ Bally 


Tied in with Coronation 


London, April 20. 

Topical theme of “The Prince and 
the Pauper’ has put a notion into 
the heads of the Warner folk to hold 
the world premiere of the picture in 
London during Coronation Week. 
Harry M. Warner, Sam E. Morris 
and Max Milder saw a run through, 
and immediately conceived the no- 
tion to grab a West End daie, prob- 
ably the Gaumont, Haymarket. 

Mark Twain's story is set in Lon- 
don during the Tudor period, and a 
highlight oi the film version is the 
Coronation of Edward VI in a de- 
tailed replica of the Westminster 
Abbey of 400 years back. 





WB in America is also tying in 
‘Pauper’ with the May 12 celebration. 


Hinsdell’s Quest 


Dallas, April 27. 

Oliver Hinsdell, talent scout for 
Paramount, was here last weekend 
eying stage hopefuls at little theatre 
and Southern Methodist university. 
He left Sunday (25) for New Or- 
leans and will make visits to acting 
groups in St. Louis, Chicago and 
Des Moines before returning to 
Hollywood by May 6. 

Generally credited with discovery 
of Robert Taylor, Hinsdell says he 
is currently looking for ‘somebedy 
on the order of Gary Cooper.’ 








ANTI-VALANCE LAW IN DET. 





Detroit, April 27. 

‘Signs, bearing current attraction 
and hanging from marquees, were 
banned Jast week under a resolution 
adopted by common council. 

Move, another step in council's 
long campaign, to remove projecting 
signs from widened Woodward Ave- 
nue in an effort to make main stein 
‘Detroit’s Fifth Avenue,’ will affect 
seven theatres on Woodward, includ- 
ing the Fox and State, first 
houses. 


THEATRES WANTED 


Buy or lease motion picture he 
give quick action and invest up 
$200,000. 

See, phone or write 


MR. WILLIAMS 
Ashland 4-4838 R E. 4st Street 
New York City 


run 
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N. ¥. Mayor Ends Press Strike 

The Newspaper Guild strike at the 
Long Island (Jamaica, N. Y.) Press 
was settled on Monday (26) through 
the intervention of Mayor La- 
Guardia, following the management's 
refusal to abide by an arbitration 
poard’s ruling which granted most of 
the Guild’s demands. 

Management accepted the terms 
following a lengthy conference at 
City Hall, with an amendment stat- 
ing that the Press had the right to 
determine its own editorial policies 
and cut the staff for reasons of 
economy if such moves were made 
in good faith, Re-employment must, 
however, be from a priority list of 
discharged employees. The Guild's 
Press unit accepted the amendment 
Monday night by a vote of 58-5. 

A number of pickets at the Press 
were injured last Saturday (24) dur- | 
ing a 20-minute battle with police 
resulting in several women being 
treated for hysteria, and the injury 
of Donald Durkin, 19, who received 
a concussion of the brain and was 
taken to a hosvital. He was charged | 
with assaulting a policeman and held 
in $500. bail, but Mayor LaGuardia 
sat as magistrate and reduced the 
bail to $25. Guild also brought 
charges of assault against the officer. | 

The strike at the North Shore 
(Flushing, N. Y.) Daily Journal, con- | 
tinued last week, as did the hearings | 
on the management’s application for | 
a permanent injunction against 
strike activities. The defense closed 
its case on Monday (26), contending 
briefly that the management had no 
ease. The management withdrew its 
damage suit of $50,000 against the 
four striking unions. 

Strike threat at the Amsterdam 
News, Earlem’s Negro daily, is now 
in abeyance. The management and 
the Guild agreed on the choice of 
Dr. Louis T. Wright as arbitrator 
who will decide on the competence 
of the two men, alleged to have been 
incompetent. Guild claims they were 
fired for labor activities. Hearings 
will be held tonight (28). 

Collective bargaining will be initi- 
ated at the United Press offices in 
N. Y. today (28). Hugh Baillie, 
president of the UP, will meet the 
negotiators with Morris Watson as 
chairman for the Guild. 








Wired Colerphotos 


First natural color photographs 
ever transmitted by wire recently 
were sent from Hollywood by Ken 
McCaleb, managing editor of the 
N. Y. Sunday Mirror magazine sec- 
tion, while vacationing there. They 
appear in the Mirror May 9. 

Black and white photos have been 
transmitted with near perfection by 
International News Pictures, Asso- 
ciated Press wire-photo system and 
other photographic wire transmis- 
sion systems for some time. But 
this is the first successful use of 
wire photo systems for color pic- 
tures. 

After tests had been made between 
N. Y. and Washington .before Mc- 
Caleb left for the Coast, arrange- 
ments were made for the successful 
experiment in Hollywood. A good 
four-color separative negative, made 
from Dufay Color transparencies, 
were employed, McCaleb using the 
Soundphoto System of International 
News Pictures. 

Gloria Dickson. young starlet un- 
der contract to Warner Bros., where 
she is working in “Deep South,’ was 
selected for this test. 





Author Sues Curtis 
Suit to compel Jack Curtis to pay 


|phia newspaperman for 


| that city Sunday (25). 
| following admission to 





$5,000 for the dramatic rights to ‘The 
Queen’ by Ladislaus Lakatos, has 
been instituted by the author and 
George Marton. Plaintiffs state that 
Curtis bought the play and then 
changed his mind, refusing to carry 
out the terms of the purchase. 
Case will be heard in N. Y. su- 
preme court, with John J. Sweedler 
representing the plaintiff. 





Dr. Finley Succeeds Ogden 

Dr. John H. Finley, 74, was ap- 
pointed editor-in-chief of the New 
York Times last week, succeeding 
Rollo Ogden who died recently. Ap- 
pointment followed return of Arthur 
H. Sulzberger, publisher, from Eu- | 
rope, and was formally notated via a | 
lead pa~agraph on the editorial page. | 

Dr. Finley had been acting in the | 
bost to which he was appointed, in | 
the interim. 





Krutch Leaves The Nation 
Joseph Wood Krutch has resigned | 
as editor of The Nation, effective | 
June 1, to become Professor of Eng- | 
lish at Columbia University. He 
will, however, continue his weekly | 
drama column for the mag. 


| cf $441,766. 
| petition filed, total $201,607. 


| Stern. 


Capital Writers on Spot 

Many tried and true Washington 
correspondents may fall by the way- 
side if the intentions of publishers 
outlined at the ANPA sessions are 
carried into effect. It is an economy 
move, coupled with the fact that 
the Associated Press has developed 
an elaborate coverage of congres- 
sional sessions. Capital correspond- 
ents who are not 





actually given | 


their walking papers are anticipat- | 
ing or already have received salary | 


trims that has them 
fields of employment. 

With the Wagner Labor Relations 
decision forcing the AP into line 
understanding with capital  cor- 
respondents is that publishers not 
only are being sold on the idea that 
the press association gives sufficient 
coverage, but that the Associated 
Press may have to boost rates to 
carry out the new labor stipulations. 
Ar is reputed to have some 70 to 80 
working in congressional press gal- 
leries to furnish what it calls re- 
gional service to its member news- 
papers. Tip-off in the trend towards 
publishers using the press associa- 
tions’ wire service is seen in the 
reported sharp decline in messages 
handled by the two telegraph com- 
panies in Washington. 


seeking other 





Three Philly Newsmen Die 


William F. Gleason, 55, Philadel- 
25 years, 
died of pneumonia at his home in 
Three years 
the bar in 


1909 Gleason joined editorial staff 


| of the Bulletin and had worked there 
| since that time. 


William J. Mahoney, 63, former 
member of Associated Press staff 
and employed on several Philadel- 
phia papers, died in that city last 
week. He worked on the staffs of 
the Evening Telegraph, Press and 
Evenin? Bulletin. 

Arthur Pelz, 62, veteran member 
of the Philadelphia Evening Ledger 
art staff, died last Wednesday (21) 
at his home in Merchantville, N. J. 
Death was attributed to injuries suf- 
fered in an auto accident a year and 
a half ago. Born in Baltimore, he 
went to Philly to study at the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts, then 
joined the staff of the North Amer- 
ican in 1897. He later worked on 
Williamsport Grit, but returned to 
Philly when Evening Ledger was 
born in 1914. 





Publish One-Act Play Mag 


The One-Act Play Magazine, edited 
by William Kozlenko, in New York, 
is a new monthly mag. _ First 
issue includes plays by A. A. 
Milne, Gabriel Timmory, Philip 
Freund, and Michael Blankfort. 
Mag will contain four or five 
original plays in each issue, to- 
gether with reviews by prominent 
writers and a regular article on the 
one act play by Dr. Isaac Goldberg. 
Editors state both plays of the right 
and left will be published. 

Future contributors include Jean- 
Jacques Bernard, Stefan Zweig, Joe 
Corrie, Philip Johnson, Henry Du- 
vernois, Alfred Kreymborg, Percival 
Wilde, Paul Green, Lynn Riggs, 
Harold Brighouse, Charles Vildrac, 
Ferenc Molnar, and others. 





N. ¥. Woman Reorganizing 


Application for reorganization un- 
der section 77B of the Federal Bank- 
ruptcy Act has been filed by the 
New York Woman, weekly mag, 
started last fall. Mag suspended pub- 
lication with its last week’s issue, 
but present plan, if reorganization 
gces through, is to continue publi- 
cation as a monthly, with a June 
issue planned for May 20. 

Liabilities were listed as $637,677, 
inclusive of capital stock, and debts 
Assets, according to the 


of 
selling 


financing the 
of stock 


feature 
was the 


Unusual 
magazine 


'to the public before the mag was 
| published. It is believed to be the 


first magazine financed in this way. 


N. ¥. Post Adds Wingshot 
Leo Wingshot, daily columnist for 


Philadelphia Record, moves over to 
the N. Y. Post beginning June 1. 
Column will continue in Record. 


Both papers published by J. David 
Idea is to syndicate Wing- 
shot’s column, which is a semi edi- 
torial pillar. 

If arrangement proves satisfactory 
over summer, writer (whose real 
name is Edward L. McKenna) plans 
resigning as professor of insurance 
in the Wharton School, U. of Pa. 

Federal Writers in N. Y. compil- 
ing a 200 page book titled ‘Birds of 
the World.’ 





From ‘Sun Dial’ Column 


In N.Y. Eve. Sun April 26, 


By H. I. Phillips 


If Variety Wrote a Review of the 
Coronation Rehearsal 
‘Coronation,’ the big British de. 
luxer, seen in its full dress re- 
hearsal, seemed to need pepping 
and pruning, but the show when 
readied up should be plenty socko 


both for class and peasant draw. 
Tryout lacked big personalities, 
both King George and the Queen 
being held in reserve for big 


punch when production is handed 
the trade. 


Procuction has more horses than 
the combined Barnum, Forepaugh 
and Ringling shows and is no 
weakling in display of gold hacks. 
Tops is the royal coach, a swell 
cab if there ever was one. Look- 
ing like something from an early 
Cecil De Mille dream, with addi- 
tions by Zukor, it panicked the 
yokels. What it will do to the 
mob in the grandstands when oc- 
cupied is nobody’s business. Gig 
was drawn by eight (8) horses 
that are better than rated. 

* e * 

Military guard looked skeleton- 
ized, but will be built up into sure 
fire appeal for the femme clien- 
tele. Horse Guards go to town in 
their end of biz and will be usual 
rave, but foot soldiers seemed to 
fall far short of top deck rating. 

t a * 

Entire performance was bogged 
down by usual London weather, 
which was strictly the headache 
for everybody ‘concerned. Show 
also suffered from being poorly 
spotted between morning § rush 
hour and forenoon shopping ac- 
tivities. Bright skies and plenty 
sun needed for this type of pro- 
duction at its best, but Lloyds will 
still give you fifteen to one against 
anything but traditional umbrella 
and galoshes background on the 
day George and Lizzie are jounced 
all over town to make a Roman 
holiday for the bounet and shawl 
trade. 

* * * 

Twenty bands were spotted to 
help exploitation and did what the 
script called for. Hot music is 
crying need, however, and under- 
stand backers are howling for 
jazzing up of entire score. Music 
as now scheduled strictly patriotic 
flapdoodle. 


loll * * 
Full dress rehearsal showed lack 
of timing and at times action 


stalled, but stage waits will no 
doubt be cut in next ten days. Big 
draw is certain, but staying powers 
are questioned. Combo of a real 
king and a genuine queen (in per- 
son) regarded here as sure fire 
stuff with terrific pix possibilities. 
oe - . 


Skepticism over appeal of prin- 
cipals fast disappearing. George is 
no Clark Gable and the wife no 
Miss Britannia, but pair will do in 
show of this type. Yanking of 
Eddie and Wally from cast was 
big upset to all concerned, but im- 
pression here is that new faces 
will help show. y 

* * * 

Production is by British Isles, 
Inc. but whole empire is reported 
cut in. Verdict on this one: Bet- 
ter than Paine’s Fall of Pompeii or 
Bill Rose’s last Hipp show, but not 
as big as Radio City’s plans for 
next season. Only burden is terrific 
overhead and question whether 
American Ambassador will appear 
in knee pants. Production’s one 
need is gags and a strip tease. 





CHATTER 

William Beebe has gone 
muda for the summer. 

Jo Pagano, writer under contract 
to Metro, has sold a short story, 
‘Awinding We Wiil Go,’ to Atlantic 
Monthly. 

H. H. Van Loan doing syndicate 
series on late Congressman Marion 
Zioncheck. Widow, now in Holly- 


Ber- 


to 


wood, is furnishing the material. 

Eve and Bob Burkhardt have 
turned out their 27th Rob Eden | 
yarn, ‘Men on Her Hands,’ to be 
syndicated through the Des Moines 
Register. 

Frederic F. Van de Water, for- 
merly literary editor of the N. Y. 
Evening Post, has written a book 


titled ‘A Home In the Country’ due 
out next month. 
Milt Morris is handling the Noel 


Sickles assignment at the AP for 
two weeks. Sickles, political car- 
toonist, left recently to join the 


Daily News. Post may be discon- 
tinued at the AP. 

Henry Harrison will edit Poetry 
World, starting with June issue. 
Format of the mag will be reduced. 


et 





— 





| EXPLOITATION 


-:- By Epes W. Sargent 





Telling It All 
Detroit. 

Contest tieup with Detroit Times 
with prizes totaling $50 for best 
letters from readers’ describing 
qualities they want in the woman 
or man ‘I love,’ highlighted United 
Detroit Theatres’ campaign on “The 
Woman I Love’ (RKO). 

Starting day flicker. opened at the 
Michigan, contest got a three-column 
announcement, plus plenty of art, 
in the women’s section of Times 
Stunt also received major attention 
in ‘Open Door’ column of. sheet’s 
woman page editor. Contest ran fo1 
entire week film was at Michigan, 
with letters from readers being pub 


lished daily until announcement of 
the winners last day of pic’s en 
gagement. 


Snappy Comeback 


Have: 
For ‘Wake Up and Live’ at Poli’s, 
Bob Russell used two fruitful stunts. 
First was a newspaper cag contest 
running daily cuts of Winehcil and 
Bernie, with one character sayize 
something and the other bailon left 
blank. Oakleys went to best snappy 
comebacks used to fll out blank 
balloons. Best publicity bit was 
five-and-dime tiein that gave a com- 
plete window display of film’s music, 
‘eaturing an invite to step inside and 
hear ‘The Phantom Singer. Warb- 
ler was a Poli usher in disgiise. 
Larry Stark promoted a street pa- 
rade of boys’ band and a group of 
organizutions toting banrers ‘We're 
on our way to see ‘The Good Old 
Soak’ at Poli’s openins day of run. 


N » 
WO» 


Riced Biz 


C. G. Keeney, of the Park thea- 
tre, Reading, Pa., used an excep- 


tionally well-written form letter 
to put over the roadshow of ‘Good 
Earth’ even if he does refer to 
‘Louise Ranier.’ Used a yellow. let- 
ter sheet and stapled a glassine en- 
velope containing a few grains of 
rice to one corner. 
But the rice was 


rice’ is the legend on which the story 
is based. 

Stress is viven the res*-vation 
all seats, anc messen#cr delivery 
fered on telephone reservations. 


of 


of- 


Pitts Opens Up 
Pittsburgh. 

Theatres lost no time swinging into 
action minute three Pittsburgh news- 
papers abandoned their three-year- 
old ban against all movie tie-ups and 
first under the banner with a stunt 
was Joe Feldman, advertising man- 
ager for Warners here. Day after 
taboo was dropped, Feldman tied in 
with Hearst’s Sun-Tele on stunt in- 
volving current attraction, ‘History 
Is Made at Night.’ 

Woman’s page of sheet offered 10 
sets of free tickets to Stanley for 
best letters written by dames on 
what they'd do if they had a vicious 
husband who refused to give them a 
divorce. -That’s a situation in flicker. 





Rattiing the Skeletons 
Washington. 

Earle, local WB house, got nice 
break in Daily News with ‘Odd 
Family’ contest hung on ‘Call it a 
Day.’ Pointing out that pic centered 
around doings of an_ interesting 
family, gag offered prizes for letter 
describing most novel family, letter 
to be written by member. 

Stories ran daily for week with 
entrants being chiefly families of 
musicians and such. Winner 
batch of relations who ran a white- 
mice business, raising ’em by the 
hundreds for laboratories. 


Bombed ’Em In 


Seattle. 
Mike Newman, handling publicity 
for Columbia Pictures in western 
area, pulled a nifty for ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) for its two weeks at the 
Met. 

Bombs exploded each night at 8:15 
by spec. permish of police. The payoff 
was a tieup with Daily Times info 
buteau, which gets calls locally for 
almost any kind of info. Plant there 
was for reply like this: ‘It's curtain 
ltime at the Metropolitan theatre for 
‘The Lost Horizon.’ 








| This Is New 


Leon J. Bamberger, of the RKO 
sales force, has hit on a brand new 
idea. Campaign book for ‘Shall We 
| Dance’ is enclosed in a gaily litho- 
graphed cardboard wrapper which 
can be folded to make a four-square 
lobby lantern. Cutout figures and 
everything. 





First editing venture for Harrison 


since 1929 when he stopped editing 
|the Greenwich Village Quill. 

Frank Jenkins, rado editor for 
Boston Herald-Traveller for 12 
years, has been appointed p.a. for 


Doubleday, Doran. He succeeds Rob- 
ert Jones, who left last month to join 
Conde Nast. 





merely an at-| 


tention getter and not the whole} 
sales scheme. Leads off the text 
with ‘Behind these few . grains of 


was | 


| House Organs 

One of the signs of returning 
| prosperity is the increasing number 
of house organs gotten out by the 
smaller houses and circuits. Most of 
| the large circuits have been keeping 
on through the depression, but even 
| here there is evident a tendency to 
expand the issues and go in on a 
larger scale. The Loew circuit, for 
example, has greatly widened the 
distribution of its major house or- 
gan, while retaining the small four- 


page weekly for all important 
houses, and in Buffalo the Shea 
Movie Guide recently went from 


slick to newsprint paper to permit a 
larger edition and a distribution on 


all theatres. 

Smartly edited there is no more 
useful aid to business than the house 
organ, but that ‘smart’ is the stum- 
bling block. Too many who get out 
these sheets think it sufficient to clip 


ja few press books for stories about 
|} coming shows, paste in a few news 
items from the trade paper, add 
some display advertising, mostly 
from the same press-book seurce 
and call it a day. That isn’t the wa 
at all. 


Cleanup Time 

Spring cleaning suggests a reviva 
of the tin can matinee. It is alway 
a good stunt and can be worked yeat 
after year. Moreover, it is a gag 
that meets the favor of the house- 
holders. In its simplest form it is 
the offer of admission to a special 
matinee to any youngster who brings 
10 old tin cans to the theatre just 
before the performance. The kids 
are supposed to clean up the vacant 
lots in their search for the cans, 
| Building on this, there can be of- 
fered small prizes for the greatest 
number of cans turned in by one 
boy. It helps to stipulate that the 
cans shall be strung on a cord. The 
moral ané aural effect of a small boy 
dragging along a string of cans ca 
be appreciated. It is a ballyhoo tha 
in a medium-sized town can b 
spread all over the place. 


Bazooked ‘Wedding’ 
Columbus. 
Making the Columbus public, and 
especially the kids, bazooka-con 
scious is the idea worked by the 
RKO Palace to exploit the Bing 
Crosby-Bob Burns film, ‘Waikik: 
Wedding.’ With stores here helping 
out with window displays of t 
bazookas, theatre promoted a bazooka 
contest in the schools, with contest 
ants invited to a Saturday mornin: 
show at the Palace to compete fo: 
prizes by playing the gadgets. 














Offense to Advertisers? 


Atlanta. 

Al Whittle, Rialto exploiteer, had 
to ditch his whole ad campaign on 
Columbia's ‘I Promise to Pay’ when 
Hearst paper’s adv. mgr. turned 
thumbs down on it for fear it wou'd 
offend money-lending clientele w!io 
buy space. Whittle had to start over 
with less poisonous copy. 


Theatre Changes 


Los Angeles. 
Marty Schwartz resigned as man- 











ager of F-WC Village, to go into 
nitery biz. Replaced by Harry 
Marx, transferred from the West- 


lake, with W. C, Ricord, Jr., moving 
from Belmont to replace. <A. L. 
Haney shifts from Melrose to Eel- 
mont; Bob Weeks transferred from 
Ravenna to replace. Claude Spaeth 
transferred from the Larchmont to 
Western, replacing Joe Wade, sent 
|} to Ravenna. Temporary Larchmont 
manager is Bob Ensign, upped from 
asst. at the Egyptian. 

Ben Bronstein sold his interest in 





Mission and Kinema theatres here to 
| his partner, Jesse D, Scheinman. , 
| D. B. Vanderlip, who recently sold 
| 


| his Torrence theatre to Harry Mil- 
| stein and associates, erecting new 
900-seater in Arcadia, suburban 
town. 


E. S. Calvi and E, C. O’Keefe pur- 
chased the Egyptian, Maywood (sub- 
urb), from Mrs. Francis Mellinger, 
who is retiring. Gerald Gallager 
manager of the Fox, upped to city 


manager for Fox-West Coast's i0 
houses in San Diego. He will con 
tinue to manage the Fox. Ruper 


Moore, assistant for several years al 
Grauman’s Egyptian, Hollywood 
made manager of the F-WC Plaza, 
S.D. 

Fred W. Siegel has taken 10-year 
lease to operate new house now un- 
der construction in Escondido, Cal 

Grauman’s Chinese is experiment- 
ing with 15 rows in center of house 
sold as reserved seats for matinee 
and night performances at upped 
| price, paralleling loge prices in other 
first runs locally. 





Denver. 

Lon T. Fidler has resigned as dis- 
trict manaver for Grand National in 
Denver and Salt Lake City and will 
take over the franchise for Mono- 
gram Pictures in both cities May 1, 
Fidler will manage the Denver ex- 
change and has appointed W. W. Mc- 
| Kendrick, GN manager in Salt Lake 
City, to manage the exchange in that 
city. 
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Rudy Vallee Takes 


the Mike to Tell 


The World Why—After a Boston P.A. 




















Thompson Sets Horton 
For Coast Yeast Spot 














Agency's Quiz for Employes 





























Sunday Advertiser, Joyce Dana, filru | 


critic for the Record, and the the- 
atre’s chief usher. 























Harvester Dealers Jointly 
Bankroll KGLO Programs 














urer, replacing Christy. 

First annual convention of ARNEW 
will be held in Chicago during the 
first week in September, at which 
time an election of officers for the 














AT OKLA. NETWORK 


Oklahoma City, April 27. | 


Managerial Squabble 








Hollywood, April 27. 
Legal complications are develop- 























J. Walter Thompson will have still} How to get a job at J. Walter Thompsen’s is an important subject to 
another show emanating from Holly- | would-be radio careerists. It is also an important subject to J. Walter 
° ‘ 5 ee wood when Edward Everett Horton| Thompson. Latter has prepared what is thought to be the toughest psy- 
takes up this fall for Fleischmann | chological questionnaire for prospective employes in advertising. And one —_— 
ul e ors hane ll IC] y Yeast in the account’s half-hour spot | of the toughest for business generally. 
on the NBC blue (WJ) tink oucay Among the requirements at Thompson’s is that the employe must write a 
° eager Ozzie Nelson will stay with 1,000-word essay about himself. Must also introspectively decide if he’s 
e program. i sive? Patient? Poised? 
Boston, April 21. | HIMBER SET FOR FALL After Robert L. Ripley leaves the impulsive — ’ 7 , A hi Sain 
Following a conviction in muni- - | Sunday spot it will be filled by the | mployes’ Applicatio oe 
cipal court here April 21 of assault | Summer Furloughs for Los Angeles | peso Ain show headed by Louis| What was, or what is, your father s business or profession? 
on a newspaper cameraman, Rudy Dance Engagement | Armstrong for the summer. What are your religious affiliations: Steen alae 
Vallee went to bat for himself au Are you single, married, widow, widower, or divorced? 
on two local radio stations (WNAC Richard Himber ore has_ been | | Have you children? If so, give number and ages. 
and WMEX). He spoke more than | signed for a fourth season, starting | ¢ 9 Have you always had good health’? Mc 
10 minutes at each studio, taking | in the fall, for Studebaker. Likely | | Is your life insured? recut 
time that was gladly donated for the to continue over NBC-b!ue on Mon- | Do you live at home? . al 
novel broadcasts. | days, as currently, unless the series If so, of whom does your family consist? es them 
First off, Vallee denied the fracas | Can ease into a Wed. nite slot on | Are you free from all duties which would be likely to interfere with Cou! 
in the lobby of the Shubert theatre, | Chain’s red ribbon. your duty to the company, should you be employed’? Tres 
A ril 6 A a publicity stunt ant Last week Himber flew out to Chi- ® r v Autobiographical Sketch 
oe > eS y . ri of Please give. in typewritten form, a brief history (1,000 words) of the struc 

i then stated emphatically that he had | C@80 to confer with J. P. Roche, ¢ B bape os Heist ; 

i not employed a p.a. for six years | the Roche, Williams and Cunning- more important events in your life. Please do not give just an outline of by-l: 

3 that “wa definitely opposed to | ham agency, who personally handles these events chronologically, but write frankly about your personal history have 

i ublicity, anyway ’ Studebaker account. Ork will have beginning with childhood. will 

H P ys ch a short summer furlough, which will Please submit inexpensive photograph of yourself. This will be re- gani 

: ‘In the theatrical profession there | permit the crew to play the MCA- ' turned upon request. Id 
is a saying, ‘never mind what you | hooked dates in the Coconut Grove. s ; ss ally 

say about me so long as you say | Los Angeles, and Palmer House, Chi. rye rapes bi rr Please select, from a rors > oat ot Ladies Home Journal, the three chai 

ayers Se eer Setup for the fall Studebaker se- SOD Se ae LV eT Te advertisements which are, in your opinion, the best. Give, on a separate Prot 

2 — enced ; d fall ries calls for a variety show, with | ers, currently holding convention at | sheet, your reasons for these selections, in not more than 50 words for coul 

; oan scktvEng outs ie - Littte energend aon ~ meen gtemeeed the Homestead hotel here, devoted | each advertisement. Please clip the advertisements and attach to sheet. in V 

a K-Swisner . . . ; 

; help to him in the long run. If a wit — at pa te of $7,500 half a day to discussing radio. a Personal Characteristics ee 
motion picture actress makes three | per broadcast. Among several outside speakers + rab 6 ae ail to h 
or four bad pictures one after an-| Present series for Studebaker will | Robert J. Landry of Variety out- Imagination? — : inst 
e Tansous peiachightcr Gegins to lip, fou om mill miadle of July. when |lined, from the showmanship view-| Manual Accuracy? vs 

’ e ore ducks off for its nitery en- ; : , id P acy? sion 
no publicity can save him. So it is} gagements. Final details for the au- point, —— of ‘the typical produc- teammate ai eeneieldun’ radi 
with any artist. tumn resumption of programs will | tion pitfalls into which radio adver- Patience? : : ; ing 

Inane Nonsense be settled later this week when | tisers sometimes tumble. Perseverence? that 
‘In saying this I wish to distinguish | Roach arrives in N. Y. VARIETY mugg mentioned: (1) the Poise? . first 
ying : & “0 opened by mistake program, (2) the a’ 
between straight news and publicity. . . : ‘ Energy? 
5 ab, Spee everything but the kitchen stove re 
In the specific sense, publicity is the é * " Self-confidence? O 
; h blici ° program, (3) the let’s not forget Optimism? : 
ts th gona ~~ dhe ga agent to : we’re selling soap program, (4) the _ ees ia abtn® oe 
is hired to think up and get into public be damned, hurray for our| 7 oe pi —rr fror 
print. Such stupid things as what dealers program, (5) the curiosity- cciese to : 
a person eats or wears. I have al- e 9 stimulating program, (6) the ‘yes, eer one hav 
ways avoided interviews on dri- > ? Impulsive? lice 
on S ac e Mr. Jones’ program. What d ere 
“iGo ided visiting h ? Radio programs suffer, Landry| wnat is your ambition? pm 
ave also avol Visiting nos- opined, because entertainment ex- a ahaa “e . ie 
a Foe Pe sgor oe ewe ® ° ecutives are not given equal voice . ol ag your best work when it is planned for you or when you plan thes 
other things that press agents thin with advertising executives. On : ; tie , one tem 
up to get their clients in the news- No CBS ] ding one hand there is sponsor eccen- sg me ee any stories, poems, essays, articles, outside of firn 
papers. I wonder how many of the tricity and on the other hand ad- wile neguesine i aeiek eteeinle the 
general public realize that there is a vertising agency delegation of pro- hn cos calle wae Bayan éP . ° —— ticu 
tei : : : Have you ever done any research work? If so, on what subject? ahs 
purely selfish reason for such visits __| duction to dubiously-qualified young Ot what clubs. socket conuioatingns abe wens member? rec 
to hospitals by miny jn the public} NBC declared Monday (26) that it| men. The net result is fumbling] poe ADS poo oot nr py nce thre 
eye. Their only interest is to get would likely get together with Guy | guesswork that is constantly driv- whet you oo here . ge , p : tun 
their pictures in the paper. Hamilton, head of _the McClatchy ing production costs higher without mone P a - ag ~~ ied heioure time~chief apects end amusemeste? obt. 
‘I have been asked if that grape- | network, on “ adjustment bes producing more effective programs. y oo F P : tho 
fruit episode at a Boston theatre was | contract. Hamilton was reported as/ Production cost of programs is now Education the 
a publicity stuni. The answer is | dissatisfied paige peo Ae Ht 40% average of budget against 28% State your education above the grammar school, giving dates, length of the 
that it was not and anyone with any | ment now in effect with NI as | in 1930. time in each school and degrees, if any. by 
reason should realize that. I was | been working out, and is desirous of What languages other than English do you read, speak or write? on 
not singing at the time it was thrown | having something done about it right W . In what subjects were you most interested in school and college? a $ 
at me; I was playing a saxophone. | @Way. P : ARNE Dr Record of Previous Experience A 
A grapefruit weighs a pound. Columbia reported that Hamilton, ops Newsmen Give the names of the firms by whom you have been employed, .begin- cen 
‘It was hurled from the balcony, | While in New York last week for the F Ex ti Co cil ning with the first. ide: 
and you can imagine the terrific | "¢wspaper publishers’ convention, rom ecul ve un Firm name and address: Rac 
force it gathered. If it had struck | had tried to make a deal, but had What work did you do? ing 
my instrument every tooth in my | been informed that CBS had no in- Chicago, April 27 What salary did you receive? ing 
mouth would have been knocked out, | tention of getting into a trading po-| v4. of confidence to resident What one thing do you think you contributed while at this work Sor 
If it had struck the mouthpiece, the | Sition with him. Prior to the Me-! yoann Van Cronkhite end a aan which improved or developed either it or the method of handling it? 
reed would have been jammed down ent Rayterg ee eee to increase the activities of the or- = ye partes ty Meme are you most proud? 
pat A a ane f mulgnt ‘hove bore with using its successive offers as ganization were two of the results of Why ar cen tonat = El. 
illed.’ dese ee ite cagpae a special meeting of the executive : ’ 
Raymond FitzGerald, attorney for — bases for negotiations with committee of the Association of ed we write your present employer? T 
Benedict FitzGerald, the photog, in , Radio News Editors and Writers in toe _— ee raged — yg suspended or allowed to resign 
the theatre lobby assault case, Chicago over the weekend. Repre- St Pt wane Se Sa hv a = for what reason? ‘ P ’ | 
burned when he heard of the two St P t Balt WFBR sentatives of press service men are no - ow your employ time has been spent since leaving school or 
broadcasts. orm ruts 0 longer to be members of the exec | ~” °°" ia 
Vallee was alleged to have object- + council, and to this end resignations a ostton 
ed to his being snapped with an arm Out of Commish 3 Hrs. of Willard Hagen, United Press;| What position are you seeking? 1 
around Evelyn Gresham, New York Dixon Stewart, Transradio, and Ted| Why do you believe you can make a success in the position for which th 
showgirl. Incident occurred in the er e Christy, of International News, were "What applying? ; , ; . Tri 
inner lobby of the Shubert theatre Baltimore, April 27. | accepted. These men and others hat experience have you had which you think especially fits you for B 
April 6. High winds blew down the WFBR | employed by news services will, | the position for which you are applying. “ 
Harry Paul, local rep for Irving | tower during height of a severe rain | however, remain in good standing What,suggested your. making application to this company? des 
Berlin, Inc., who was with Vallee | storm at noon yesterday (Monday). | within the ARNEW. What knowledge of the advertising business have you? aft 
at the time of the scuffle with the | Station was off air three hours, miss- Their resignations from the exec What salary do you expect? j I 
photog, was also found guilty of | ing important chain commercials, be- | council were based on the general Could you accept a position immediately? If not, when? ef 
acsault and fined $50. Fitzgerald | fore hooking up auxiliary antenna. | agreement that ARNEW is primarily Are you so situated that you could be transferred to any of cur branch ne 
had also accused Paul of damaging | WCBM and WBAL gave courtesy | an organization for news editors and | “ices? be 
his camera but the judge dismissed spots during breakdown. Former | writers of stations. Beckley Smith, Personal References? Ps 
this charge, holding that it was a | station offered to clear time gratis to| of WJAS,, Pittsburgh, and Al Hol-| ~~ —_— ee 
se for the civil t ; ad at . ge 5 bal 
case for the civil court. accommodate important chain pro-|dander, of WJJD, Chicago, were : | tag 
Among those who took the stand | grams, but temporary hookup func- | added to the exec committee. with Betty Jaynes Inspires GROTKOP VICE CONDON the 
to support Fitzgerald’s version were | tioned : the 
er Getten dena editor af Gis : Hollander elected as secretary-treas- her 


H 


nig Mason City, Ia., April 27. et peeing ; .. |ing over spotting by the William | Glenn Condon, resigned managing 
; 7 : 4 3 : linuac | CNSuing year will be held: also a dis- , : a he, st . Pine 
1 O'Keefe Vice Allen | .'te oniy'siring ever sponsteed toy | eussion and adoption of the ARNEW |Morris office of Betty Jaynes, 16-| director of the Oklahoma Network : 
ay aes International Harvester. Heard five constitution and by-laws. Jack Har- Chevrolet esa toat Sam 1 - as). | Grotkop. W. E. Robitsek Ses “also wit 
7 Walter O’ anh »|half-hours each week, the studio} TS Of WSM, Nashville, heads the Evans & Salt tas ~ ee a ; | quit network t ‘gi his full time to we 
r “9 ORecte has been set beg program is paid for by 70 dealers of convention committee. CBS art -~ ’ ng a - | Stati KTOK. ~gethacntce iz 1 man- NB 
i q head the variety show which will ihe Geenmeae in this rural tereiiber ARNEW now has a membership of | ~ aap: Penge scsi insists the peas a ee Noe Re 
1s replace the Fred Allen contingent in De the S0-entente period are Mc- | 165 news editors and writers, with a pry 7 a sarees em ae k . Net- Sar 
if the Bristol-Myers spot on NBC Cormick-Deering Revelers, a Farm- drive started to increase that total to men Spr steeris office ned ar right ‘to ty. a, Searae se poeta heel ane 
Wednesday nights, starting July 7. pr a ; S, : at least 250 by the time the conven- | °° er and collect commission. work from WKY, where he ha be e . 
i. Peter Van Steeden stays as baton- | #!! chorus, the Serenader, an Farm- them deli veund Law firm of O'Melveny, Tuller & | 0M the sales staff, and assumed a wit 
ist. er Bill, who acts as m.c. Martha the , : Myer is handling the case for Evans | Similar position there, finally rep!ac- bn 
pogy novel idea, _ been page oe & Salter. Morris’ attorney claims | ing Condon. ba 
i program and moos for the ’ noti i i 
Ted Weems Alemite Sub radio audience. Program goes over Rockwell Ss Coast Yen asm ae pose Py yey Chi. 
Chicago, April 27. | strong in typically urban area. Thomas J. Rockwell, head of Rock- | cago. Klauber Resting 
Ted Weems’ orchestra will replace — well-O’Keefe, who has been in New — 
the Horace Heidt orchestra for two Pilot Award of Merit for distin- | York since last Friday (23), is figur- Charles E. Saylor is new p. a. for . 
programs on the Alemite show on | guished broadcasting was awarded|ing on going back to Hollywood|Don Lee network on the Coast.| Edward Klauber, CBS executive = 
the last two weeks in May. — yesterday (Tues.) to Parks Johnson Monday (3). - Comes to radio from advertising | v.p., has gone off for a rest. J 
This fill-in will serve during the|and Wally Butterworth for their| This is his first visit east since es- | sales exec post with manufacturing} His present plans are to stay away con 
fortnight’s vacation for Heidt and — —— of the NBC Vox | tablishing a residence on the Coast | firm of J. F. Helmold and Bros.,| from his New York office until the as | 
op program. 
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last fall. 
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Of-the-Air Recorders Would Like 


Trade Association to Correct Abuses 





Move is on among off-the-air 
recorders in New York to organize 
themselves into a trade association. 
Counsel for one of these outfits, 
Transcriptions, Inc., has been in- 
structed to draw up a charter and 
py-laws and as soon as the papers 
have been prepared the recorders 
will be brought together for an or- 
ganization meeting. ge 

Idea of the trade body was origin- 
ally suggested by John G. Paine, 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, so that he 
could treat with recorders as a unit 
in working out a uniform licensing 
contract covering the use of music. 
Paine figured that it would be better 


° 





Help Wanted 


Detroit, April 27. 


Announcers are apparently 
scarce in these parts. 
A Michigan station has _ ap- 


plied to the National Re-Em- 
ployment Service office here 
for help in finding an experi- 
enced spieler, between 25 and 
35 years old, with a college 
sheepskin and a ‘pleasing voice.’ 


NBC MICE GAG 














to handle the negotiations that way 
instead of pitting one laboratory 
against the other. Similar discus- 
sions have been held by Paine with 
radio stations on the take-off licens- 


ing matter and he has told the latter | 


DRAWS P.O. 
FROWN 


that he would prefer to get together | 


first with the laboratories. 
Cut-Threoat 


Off-the-air recorders are inter- 
ested in a trade association more 
from the angle of doing something 
to stabilize their business than in 
having a common front on the music 
licensing issue. Among the things 
they would like to do is set up a 
credit rating bureau, eliminate cut- 
throat methods and arrange a sys- 
tem of co-operation whereby one 
firm or two would take care of all 
the small late pickup jobs some par- 
ticular night of the week. Such 
recording orders would be staggered 
through the week, with the discs 
turned over to the firms which had 
obtained the original orders. A\l- 
though the firm which actually did 
the recording would get the full fee, 
the order-taker would save money 
by not having to keep an engineer 
on the job until after midnight for 
a $3 assignment. 

Among those represented at a re- 
cent meeting on the trade association 
idea were Universal Recording, 
Radio Film Methods, White Record- 
ing, Ed Strong, Advertisers Record- 
ing Service, National Recorders and 
Sound Reproductions, Inc. 


Elastic Deal for All 
Time After Ball Games 
And Until Next Commersh 


Chicago, April 27. 








Taking a gamble on the length of | 


the ball games, WGN, the Chicago 
Tribune station, and the Peter Fox 
Brewing company have signatured a 


deal on a flat weekly rate for an 


‘after the ball game’ period. 

Fox beer gets as much time as is 
left after the ball game up to the 
next 15-minute mark, which means 


that Fox may get anything from | 
one minute to 15 minutes on its flat | 


ory depending on the length of the 
a game. It’s a jakz disc session 
fagged ‘Swing It’ Placed through 


the Schwimmer & Scott agency 
here, , 


Hayes Leaving Richfield, 
Dickering for New Spot 


San Francisco, April 27. 
ayes, who severs connections 





Sam H 


with the Richfield Oil Company this | 


NEC after six years on the Coast 
> ~Red network as the Richfield 
‘porter, made two flying trips to 
— Francisco last week, planing in 
and out the Same day. 

ayes is said to be negotiating 


With Associated Oil to do a series of 
‘portscasts, 


Colbert’s Lux Encore 


c Hollywood, April 27. 

“ snudette Colbert will do a repeat 
', “UX broadcast May 3. 

ec ny Walter Thompson scripters are 

_ 'Gensing “Hands Across the Table’ 

“s her vehicle, 


Postmaster-General James A. Far- 
ley has ordered all postal offices to 
cease accepting live mice through 
|the mails. Ukase came as a result 
|of the bombardment of rodents 
| launched by NBC as a promotion for 
| its series of ‘singing mice’ programs. 
|To date the network has shipped 
i'more than 800 cheese-chewers 
through the mails. Some were sent 
|to ad agencies and prospective cli- 
|}ents by NBC sales promotion dept., 
| others by the publicity office to radio 
| editors around the country. 
| NBC has been conducting pro- 
| grams with mooing mice for the past 
|'month. Rodents representing Bos- 
ton, Chicago, Memphis, Seattle and 
| New York have been heard. On May 
2 an international contest will be 
held. in which the British Broadcast- 
ling Corp. will submit an entry, a 
| rare Welsh rodent, via the short- 
wave route. 


HARDING LEADS GUEST 
PARADE ON JAVA AIRER 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Leading the weekly parade of 
| guesters on the new Chase & San- 
| born hour show will be Ann Hard- 
ing, set for the inaugural, May 9. 
Werner Janssen, her husband, con- 
ducts the music on the java succes- 
sor to Haven MacQuarrie. 

Nut on the show for the talent will 
hit around $12,500 when Nelson 
| Eddy joins up in August, He's down 
for $5,000. with remainder of coin 
| split up among Edgar Bergen, Don 
Ameche and the Janssen crew. 

Dwight Cook produces for J. Wal- 
ter Thompson. 











| 





| ‘Man’s Family’ Author 


San Francisco, April 27. 

Carlton E. Morse, author of NBC’s 
‘One Man's Family’ serial, 
the China Clipper tomorrow (Wed.) 
for a 12-day round trip flight to 
'China on the first plane carrying 
| commercial passengers to the Orient. 
Morse will air his impressions over 
NBC network from several points 
during the flight. He also expects to 
feed copy to one of the news services. 
| Michael Raffetto will produce the 
'‘Family’ episodes while Morse is 
away. Scripts, written four weeks 
in advance, were rewritten last week 
when J. Anthony Smythe ‘(Father 
| Barbour) suffered a nervous break- 
down and his part had to be deleted 
until he recovers. 


FORD'S NEW SINGER 


New addition to Ford Motors’ 
CBS Saturday evening ‘Universal 
Rhythm’ half hour is Carolyn Ur- 
banek, lyric soprano. Warbler will 
do duets with Joseph Bonelli, fea- 
tured on programs. 

A newcomer to radio, Miss Ur- 
i banek has had three years in the 


concert field. 


vv 





Will Air Orient Flight 


boards 


| 





\Offers for Tennis 
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NBG Vo. CBo ON 
ATHLETIC BIDS 


Bring Sports Auctioning 


ORTS W 


AR 











Matches | 


to Surface — Competitive | 


Bidding Will Mean Jump 


of Hundreds of Thousands | 


in Sustaining Costs—Net- 
works Accusing One An- 
other of Violating Pact 





MUTUAL ON SIDELINES| 


NBC and Columbia are accusing 
each other of violating an agreement 
to refrain from trying to get the ex- 
clusive rights to sporting events by 


the competitive bidding 


this wrangle to lead to a complete 
lifting of the lid as regarding pay- 
ments for amateur as well as profes- 
sional sports vents, with the two 
major webs setting a pace that will 
boost their outlays for sustaining 
programs by hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

Determined to stay out of the 
scramble, if it involves the expendi- 
ture of money, is the Mutual Broad- 
casting System, which Monday (26) 
informed the U. S. Lawn Tennis As- 
sociation that it had no intention of 
entering a bid for the broadcast 
rights of any of the events controlled 
by the association. It was a letter 
sent by the tennis association to the 
networks which brought the tilt be- 
tween NBC and Columbia over the 
sports issue to the surface. 

NBC’s Burnup 

NBC burned when it learned that 
Columbia had offered $10,000 for the 
exclusive rights to the tennis 
matches which will come within the 
authority of the USLTA during the 
coming season. CBS denied that it 
had submitted an actual bid, but had 
only suggested $10,000 in its discus- 
sions with the USLTA heads. Co- 
lumbia also disavowed any attempt 
to corral the games behind NBC's 
back, and if it did, Columbia as- 
serted, it would be justified, since it 
was NBC that started the hostilities 
by doubling the price which CBS 
had offered for the broadcast rights 
to the Joe Louis-James Braddock 
fight, scheduled for July in Chicago. 
Columbia explained that it had an 
actual client for the event and it had 
offered the promoters $30,000, while 
NBC, without any such customer, 
had rushed in and offered $60,000. 

In its three-page letters to several 
broadcasters, the tennis association 
outlined how the broadcasts would 
have to be conducted as to date and 
number of hours, and asked what 
the broadcasters were prepared 
pay for these rights. 

Mutual’s reply took the position 
that such amateur events should be 





made available gratis to broadcasters | 


for sustaining use, with the manner 


route. 
Broadcasters on the sidelines expect | 





Examiner Bramhall Does Nip-Up 


On WMEX Power Boost; Likes It 


Better in April Than He 





N. Y. Radio Colony 





New Rochelle, which enjoyed 
some fame 20 years ago as the 
town mentioned by George M. 
Cohan as ‘45 Minutes from 
Broadway and not a cafe in the 
town’ has now become a resi- 
dential colony for radio people. 

Suburban New York village 
is thick with network, agency 
and talent figures. 














to | 


LOHR LEAVE 
JUST A RUMOR, 
SEZ RCA 


RCA circles last week scouted as 
groundless the report that the NBC 
board of directors would in the near 
future loan Lenox R. Lohr to the 
New York World’s Fair (1939) as 
operating head for a two-year term. 
Report also had it that Niles Tram- 
mel, v.p. and gen. mgr. of the net- 
work’s Chicago division, 
brought in as executive 
chief administrator during Lohr’s 
absence. Prior to his post with 
NBC Lohr was operating head of 
the Chicago World’s Fair. 

As yet the N.Y. fair’s board has 
not selected an operating head. 
Grover A. Whalen is chairman of 
the board, a position which is anala- 
gous to the one which Gen. Rufus 
Dawes held with the Chicago 
World’s Fair. 


FILMERS NIX CAMPANA 
COIN: N.Y. GETS ’CAST 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Campana’s ‘First Nighter’ returns 
east late next month after agency 
failed to land a picture name to take 
over Don Ameche'’s spot. Barbara 
Luddy has been signed for the 
femme lead. 

Agency tossed in the sponge when 
its bid of $500 a week was scorned 
by the players overtured. Ameche 
checks off to emcee the new Chase 
& Sanborn variety show. Lester 
Tremaine will double from ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 


V.p. 





Hagen Leaves WMCA 
For CBS Spelling Bee 


Harry Hagen, who until recently 
conducted the spelling bee = on 


and time of handling them left en- | WMCA, New York, starts on a simi- 


tirely to the latter’s judgment. Mu- 


| lar assignment for Columbia May 8 


tual added that it was strongly op- | [It will be on a sustaining basis. 


posed to bidding for public events of | 
this nature, but that if the associa- | 
tion was in need of money, Mutual | 
would be glad to cooperate in getting | 
Letter also | 
noted that the right to buy this serv- | 


the USLTA a spcnsor. 
ice should not be determined solely 
on what the network was willing to 
pay for it. 


Geo. Hartrick Hurt in Fall 


In Cleve. Elevator Shaft 
Cleveland, April 27. 
George Hartrick, WTAM announcer 


and singer, fell 14 feet down an ele- | 


vator shaft in station's building and 


is in hospital here with severe in- | 
juries. 

Staffman opened elevator doo: 
afier midnight, when charwomen 


had elevator upstairs, and fell down 
to concrete floor in basement. 
ter Zohn, another announcer, heard 


his cries and rushed a rescue squad 


WMCA was negotiating with an- 
other account that wanted Hagen 
when the station suddenly discov- 
ered that CBS had quietly stepped 
in and signatured him to a contract 
Haven’s previous connection on 
WMCA was Chase & Sanborn Coffee 


Utility’s Summer Radio 


Chicago, April 27 

Commonwealth Edison is buying 
time on two stations for summer ex- 
ploitation here, going on WMAQ 
three times weekly, and also on 
WBBM thrice weekly, taking alter- 
nate days on each outlet. 

Planning on a vox pop show for 
WMAQ, with the questions to be 
niped in from the Edison showrooms 
Figuring on novelty 
WBBM. but may switch to the 


show also on 
‘Man- 


Ches- | hattan Mother’ script. 


Lord & Thomoes 
dickering. 


avencey 


Did in Feb. 


Washington, April 27. 

One of the most sensational and 
controversial cases in recent radio 
history neared a climax last week 
when Examiner John P. Bramhall! 
urged the Federal Communications 
Commission to give WMEX, Boston, 
a 50-fold jump. 

Although he indicated clearly at 
hearings in February that he was 
dissatisfied with the applicant’s case, 
Bramhall went down the line for 
the Boston group. Ex-Governor Cur- 
ley of Mass., is said to be deeply 
interested in WMEX., 

Bramhall dismissed a variety ef ob- 





would be | 
and | 


doing the | 


jections and told superiors that pro- 
tests of WAAB and WNAC, Boston, 
|and WLAC, Nashville, were without 
| foundation. Surprise followed publi- 
ieation of Bramhall’s findings, par- 
| ticularly when his conclusions were 
| contrasted with his attitude at the 
|hearings. Although he declared at 
| the public discussion he was dis- 
| satisfied with testimony regarding 
| financial ability and program service, 
|in the report he gave The Northern 
|Corp., license-holder, a clean bill of 
|health. Likewise, he pushed aside 
| technical objections, minimizing 
| economic hardships which may be 
| inflicted on other Hub transmitters 
| and suggesting the Commish over- 
|look the fact that the site does not 
|comply with standards of the F.C.C. 
| engineers. 
Finanees Still A Mystery 

The report did not clear up an 
j}aura of mystery about finances of 
ithe WMEX group. Bramhall ac- 
cepted at face value statements that 
the stockholders had $87,000 on de- 
|posit in a construction fund in 
various Boston banks and _ snooted 
/evidence that the transmitter’s total 
profit last year was only $97.16. 
| Novel touch to the report was 
lengthy discussion of economics of 
Boston broadcasting business. Dis- 
posing of objections raised by the 
other Hub transmitters, who feared 
| eft ct of added competition, Bram- 
| hall partly justified the applicant's 
| financial responsibility by remark- 
jing that a 100% rate boost will fol- 
low granting of the application. 

The case has been a hot potato 
since inception of political aspects, 
plus the fact that the original appli- 
cation was rushed through without 
hearing last June. Names of many 
prominent politicians have been 
mentioned in regard to the proposi- 
tion, 

In view of the unprecedented pro- 
| portions of the power jump and the 
political ramifications, the case is 
generally expected to wind up in the 
courts no matter how the Commish 
stands. If WMEX is allowed to move 
from 1,500 to 1,470 and jump from 
100-250 watts to 5 kw, John Shepard 
is almost certain to appeal, while 
the reputed political backers are ex- 
pected likewise to resort to litigation 
if the plea is nixed. 





Ferd Show a 
Strictly for Dealers’ 
Families in 22 Keys 


Al Pearce and the Ford radio 
show, including Nick Lucas, Arlene 
Harri sill Comstock (who person- 


ates Tizzie Lish, although many think 
it’s a real femme), Larry Marsh, and 
Lord Bilgewater’ (Monroe Upton) 
are starting out on a tour this weck 
of 22 key cities, over a period of five 
weeks, on behalf of the Ford deal- 
ers The personals will be for the 
Ford dealers and families exclusive- 
lv, and not in the nature of free 
commercial shows to laymen. 

Broadecasis will be picked up en 
route, the tour taking them clear to 
the Coast. 
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Out of Baseball Broadcasts in Chi 





—% 


By DAN GOLDBERG 
“hicago, April 27. 

With the baseball executives, ad- 

vertising executives, station execu- 


tives, sponsor executives and many 
other executives giving the baseball 
announcers the fish-eye, the caution- 
ing finger and daily written instruc- 
baseball play-by-play 


tions, an- 


nouncing in Chicago and throughout 


the nation has become as standard- 


ized as the breakfast foods, ciga- 
rettes and gasoline that they are 
plugging. 


‘Don’t do this,” ‘you mustn’t say 
that, ‘you can’t refer to the other,’ 
are the warnings that are constantly 
bombarded at the announcers. No 
personalities, no individual com- 
ment, no arguments and no excite- 
ment. In other words, the instruc- 
tions are specific that the baseball 
play-by-play spielers should do 
nothing that will make ’em stand out 
from the mob. Sponsors, stations 
and agericies insist on this sameness, 
despite the fact that there are five 
stations competing for listeners in 
Chicago. 

Result is a dull sameness on all 
transmitters. A mere skeleton re- 
port on the game, with the only 
difference being a slight variation of 
tone quality from one announcer to 
the other. They all call the same 
play at the same time and in the 
same way. They are evidently really 
afraid to be different. It’s a great 
break for the sports writers on the 
dailies. They're going to have a fine 
time wallowing in personalities and 
building personal followings while 
the radio boys will become as dis- 
tinctive as a raindrop. 

Bob Elson, Pat Flanagan, Hal Tot- 
ten, Russ Hodges, John Harrington 
are the announcers. Old Gold, | 
Wheaties, Socony, Texaco, General 
Foods and Kellogg are the bank- 
rollers. WGN, WBBM, WCFL, WIND 
and WJJD are the stations. 


: ; | 
They're all equal; take your pick. 








FREDDIE RICH’S ORCH. 
‘Bermuda Sketches’ 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


On his Tues. (20) program, Rich in- 


— 


Sisting of a pair of his synco- 
s mphonie fantasies, one labeled 
ricket’s Lullaby,’ other ‘Crystal 
Cavern.’ 


Scarcely timeless masterpieces, but 
provocatively moderne, despite the 
familiarity of their measures. Bor- 
rowing from higher sources is o.k. 
in music, however, and Rich de- 
serves credit for his transposing, ete. 

_His program continues to be lush- 
ripe entertainment. Ore nicely plia- 
ble to his slick stick-swishing. For 
an opener, Rich did some facile 


fingering at the piano, as he di-| 


rected Gershwin’s five variations on 
‘I Got Rhythm.’ Bert. 


BRACE BEEMER 
‘Headline News’ 

15 Mins.—Local 

SAN FELICE CIGARS 
Daily, 11 P. M. 

WIR, Detroit 


Brace Beemer, 
manager at WXYZ, 


former 
not only 


studio 
pro- 


vides the talent for this news digest, | 


but also agents account. Once had 
a big following as the ‘Vagabond | 


Poet Philosopher’ and, even though 
this program varies from that par- 
ticular type, Beemer should have 
little trouble snaring listeners. 
Pipes are virile and clear-cut, and 
he offers own interpretation of cur- 


rent happenings. Couple _ stories 
near end add needed variety to the 
duller news. Handles one short. 


spiel himself, others being blurbed 
by Harry Burge. Oke. Pete. 





GRACE GEORGE 
‘Last of Mrs. Fraser’ 
Dramatic Reading 
ATLANTIC & PACIFIC 
Thursday, 8-9 p.m., EST 
WABS, New York 

Grace George, one of the 
flight actresses of the American 
stage, is expected to be good and 
she was in her air debut on Kate 
Smith’s A. & P. program, reading 
from ‘the last’ St. John Ervine play, 
‘The First Mrs. Fraser.” Her sup- 
porting cast was good, and the stint 
was spotted nicely in the program. 

Reading was such as to concern 
middle-age listeners and should have 
hit home effectively. Miss George 
may be better known in the bigger 
metropolitan centers than in others, 
because of her stage achievements. 
and this air performance undoubt- 
edly added to her reputation. 

Shan. 


top- | 


BURLEIGH GRIMES, BILL TERRY 
Talk 
7 Mins. 
FORD MOTORS 
Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 

On the evening of the opening of 
the National League season, 
after the Giants and Dodgers 
emerged from a fang-and-claw 


counter Grimes and Terry, the rival | 


managers, were up before the mike 


as guests of Al Pearce’s variety show | 


to do a little crossfire. 
It was another good specimen of 


| radio being often able to make good | 


selections and then forgetting to pro- 


| vide a good script. Since baseball re- | 


porters are familiar with, and have 
always kept ablast, the actually in- 
tense rivalry, ’tween the two clubs, 


| it would have been wise to have had 


a sports scrawler scribble the rout- 
ine. As it was done, it was dull as 
ditchwater, with Grimes and Terry 
having to act as 
Pearce was given most of the talk, | 
with the guests confined to monosy!- 


labic answers to his standard queries. | 


Both Grimes and Terry are wordy 
lads, and had they been afforded 
the opportunity to wade into each 


other the ball fans listening in might | 


have had 
fans buy 


some pleasure, And ball 

autos. Bert. 

MARK TYME (Bob White) 

Philosophy Talks 

15 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Week Days, 8:30 A. M. 

WOW, Omaha 
Series of daily 





morning mental 


pick-ups began via WOW week ago. | 


Mark Tyme (pseudonym for Bob | 
White) does a local Edgar Guest 
who hands out comforting talk 
gleaned from his experiences as 
minister, circuit rider, soldier and, 
more recently, radiocaster. White 


has been broadcasting past few years | 
for various stations, mostly in the | 


'middle west, but this is first entry 


over an Omaha station. / 
Everyday except Sundays Tyme is 


|on the air although some broadcasts | 
‘are via transcriptions when White 
Okay, though not as | 


is out of city. 
effective as if coming direct from 
the speaker himself. Made pos- 
sible, incidentally by the station’s re- 
cently installed transcription equip- 
ment. 

Voice of the speaker well suited 
to his purpose, but something fans 
out this way have had little of as 
far as local production is concerned. 
Period at present sustaining though 
expected to be commercial in few 
days as several sponsors seem hot. 


; - | Material runs it course out in about 
tro’d his ‘Bermuda Sketches,’ con-| six or eight months whence Tyme | 


another section of 


Quin. 


marches on to 
the country. 


| ‘THE IN-LAWS’ . 

_ With Hal Berger, Dale Nash, Fred 
| Shields, Charlotte Woodruff 
|, 15 Mins.—Loeal 

| PUREX CORP. 

| Daily, 4:45 p.m. 

| KHJ, Los Angeles 


| (Lord & Thomas) 


Comedy here is pretty tame and 

| what laughs there are must be 
wrung from Hal Berger’s bumpkin 
delivery and a gutteral groan. Ber- 
| ger also authored, so if he’s fed flat 
lines he has no one to blame but 
himself. 
Serial had a long life on KNX 
rc, 
of the first installment shows on the 
Coast to really boast a following. 
Most of the situations have been 
warmed over for the sponsorship 
and the gags seem a bit dated. 

Casting hasn't helped much, judg- 
ing from the initial airing. Most of 
the parts are played mechanically 
and lack the warmth of homebodies. 
Piece won't cut much of a swath on 
the home lanes unless it’s pepped un 
and the players do more than read 
their lines. 

Contest is tied in with two best 
letter writers each week drawing 
five simoleons. That's not much of a 
come-on as compared with some of 





the other giveaways. Helm. 
TY TYSON 

| Baseball Play-by-Play 

| WHITE STAR—GENERAL MILLS 
Daily 


WWJ, Detroit 

Ty Tyson, vet sports announcer at 
| WWJ, is starting his 13th year of 
| baseball broadcasting, all while with 
WWJ and all covering the Detroit 
Tigers. He shared play-by-play 
| duties during the world series last 
fall over NBC. 

As a result Tyson has built up 
| wide listener interest in the Detroit 
area. He is conversant with his- 
tories of club and players: knows the 
game, and keeps accounts well on 
the unbiased side of the ledger. 

Also handles the commercials, 
which in this instance are divided 
| daily between gasoline and breakfast 


|food. Spiels, which consist chiefly 
of ‘through the courtesy of’, are 
spotted every coupla innings. 

Pete. 


just | 
had | 


en- | 





Incorrigible 





In renewing the April 18 
(Sunday) edition of Stoopnagle 
and Budd's Sunday afternooner 
for Minute Tapioca ‘NBC- 
blue) Variery said the pair ‘are 
still slowing up their usually 
witty Sunday afternoon pro- 
grams with that murder mys- 
tery skit. It is perhaps the dull- 
est thing they have introduced 
as commercial or sustainer.’ 

Undaunted, Stoop and Budd 
seized the criticism by the sharp 
points of its horns, read it out 





loud on their last (25) broad- 
cast, heralding the reading of 


the piece to the listeners with 
tumultuous fanfare and ap- 
plause. ‘In response to the 
public’s demand’ presented an- 
other mystery episode in defi- 
ance of law, order and VArRig7Ty. 











Follow Up Comment 





Ken Murray variety half-hour for 


mawkish_ kids.| Campbell Tomato Juice over CBS 


still hasn't hit its stride. 


| trotted out for inspection 
day (21) was shot through 
weaknesses and injudicious arrange- 
ments. One fault might be that Mur- 
ray is afront the mike too much; 
and fact his material is strained and 
tottering makes fact more apparent. 
Lud Gluskin’s ore is, at present, 
given very little leeway; whisks 
program on and off and has only one 
solo stab aside from accompanying 
warbling. Ore in past has demon- 
strated its ability to sink in some 
pretty deep teeth, especially as re- 
| gards sleek arrangements. 
Shirley Ross, fro:a pix, has a nice 
|} contralto on songs. And she’s an 
o. k. straight for Murray’s gagging. 
Incidentally, Murray continues to be 


Specimen 


with 


the air’s only combo straight and 
comic, He’s the former with ses- 
sions with Oswald; latter when 


working with Miss Ross. 
Louis Armstrong Orchestra, when 
caught at its its network debut 


| (Fleischmann) several weeks ago, 
| sounded like a boiler factory in 
swingtime, and, as such, it could 


| only be recommended to the most 
|incurabe addicts of Harlem stomp 
|music in its most blatant pitch. 
Since then there seems to have been 
a slight moderation in the Louis 
Armstrong sepian blasis, but hardly 
enough to win back many of those 
who were quick to tune out the 
opening barrage when it hit the air. 

Armstrong, the torrid trumpeter- 
maestro, has carved for himself a 
special niche in the hall of sizzling 
tempo but his special type of 
rhythm, pushing melody in the back- 
ground, seems of doubtful worth as 
a regular mid-evening show for 
general appeal. Family tuner-inners, 
except swing-bitten youngsters, will 
be startled by the noise, even though 
the bandsmen are acknowledged ex- 
perts in their particular field. Arm- 
strong’s throaty, almost unintelligible 
announcements do not help, either, 
and he should refrain from singing. 

This program contained a welcome 
added starter with Ethel Waters’ 
singing of ‘Where Is the Sun?’ 
from the Cotton Club revue. Eddie 
Green, with Gee Gee James again as 
his femme foil, provided a few 
| moderately ludicrous minutes in one 
|of Octavus Roy Cohen’s comedy 
skits as a regular portion of the pro- 








(before Columbia) and was one | ®'3™- 


Program is still plugging Arthur 
Murray's dance lesson book, a give- 
away for no less than 81 (count ’em) 
| yeast cake wrappers and this time 
there was a brief testimonial read 
by a girl who found the Murray 
book a great help in becoming a so- 
cial success. Toward the end one 
short reference was made of the 


plexions, this angle happily rating 
only a fleeting suggestion, sans un- 
pleasant details. 








Ed Fitzgerald’s house show for 
| WOR has undergone several im- 
| provements in past year. Original 


hour has been cut to a half; broad- 
cast has been switched from Satur- 
day to Friday and time lowered 
from 10:30 to 9:30 p.m. New supply 
of house sustainers also keeps pro- 
gram fresh. 

Neat construction of program of 
April 23 spotted Walter Ahrens, 
baritone. in several songs: Pauline 
| Alpert, girl piano prodigy, featuring 
some excellent arrangements. 
| Helene Daniels, singer. 


| 

| banter of Fitzgerald and Joe Bier 
could well be shortened to. give 
musical and singing talent more lee- 
way. 


| Henry Souvaine, producer of the 
General Motors ‘Good Neighbor’ 





| concerts, was stricken with appen- | 


| dicitis Thursday (22) while en route 
‘to Cincinnati for the broadcast Sun- 
day (25) of the Circinnati Symphony 
Orchestra. He underwent an emer- 
|} 2ency operation in Women’s Hos- 
pital. Detroit. 


| 
} 


Wednes- } 


product’s benefit to unseemly com-_ 


and | 
Leo Freud- | 
berg’s music in background also in| 
keeping with good talent array. Silly , 


WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL 
Variety, Talk 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining—Local 
Sunday, 5 p.m., DST 
WABC, New York 
Columbia Broadcasting contrib- 
uted the time for this 30-minute po- 
lite plea for funds from the general 
public for the Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital, formerly the NVA Sana- 
torium, at Saranac Lake. Cooperat- 
ing from the Hollywood end was 
Warner Bros. and a couple of its 
stars, Leslie Howard and Dick Pow- 
ell; Anning S. Prall, chairman of the 
Communications Commission, spoke 
from Washington, while Capt. Eddie 
Rickenbacker, secretary of the Rog- 
ers Memorial Commission, Jack 
| Pearl and Sharlie (Cliff) Hall, Lanny 
| Ross, Jessica Dragonette and The 
| Revelers aired from New York. 
Actual tenor of the program was 
never made quite clear to the lis- 
teners, though those in the trade 








: ——=—= 
MRS. F. D. ROOSEVELT 
be Mrs. Genevieve Forbes Herrick 
15 Mins, 
PONDS 
Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. 
WJZ, New York . 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

First Lady is an air click. Thera 

are them what am for, and them 


what am agin’ her, but the ones 
favoring her type are the ones 
who do their own facials, and con. 
stitute the market the cold-cream 
sponsor is shooting at. Mrs. F.D.R.’s 


|approvers will like the series, too, 


First broadcast was marred by the 
ridiculously redundant and thought. 
lessly over-length commercial copy 
—recited by an anonymous lemme 
Talk by Mrs. R., however, was slick. 
During series she'll describe her life 
in present post, elaborating and ex. 
plaining her niche in the White 
Household, Mrs, Astor van Astor 


{may or may not bother to lift her 


must have known it was a plea for, 


contributions in the picture houses 
during Rogers Memorial Week start- 
ing Friday (30) coast-to-coast. Only 
time the coin angle was injected was 
towards the end, when Rickenbacker 
}mentioned the fact that it takes 
money to run the Saranac hospital. 
But it was only a brief mention. 

The three-way airing (Hollywood- 
to-Washington-to-New-York) didn’t 
make for much cohesion. First 15 
minutes from the Coast was the pro- 
gram’s best, with Fred Waring’s glee 
club and Dick Powell vocalizing in 
individual spots, and Leslie Howard 
‘giving a_ poetic reading. Prall’s 
speech was very sentimental, as was 
Rickenbacker’s, Pearl, Hall and 
Lanny Ross indulged in some weak 
crossfire before Ross elected to sing 
an Irish ballad: a ballad was also 
Miss Dragonette’s contribution, while 
The Revelers, who were cut off in 
the middle of their number, followed 
the Coast's pace and started in on 
a cowboy lament. 

The half hour, in toto, in behalf 
of the Rogers Memorial could have 
been spent more profitably. Scho, 





NBC JAMBOREE 


lorgnette (Mrs. van Astor nowadays 
is looking for a sponsor herself) 
but Mrs. Joe Jones will hurry the 
dinner dishes to get at the radio, 
And Mrs. Jones is the sponsor's mar- 
ket. 

On the first episode, Mrs. Herrick, 
one-time Chi-Trib newshen and now 
a Washington resident and crony 
of the First Lady, was present 
as an audience of one to query the 
talker with points anent her doings. 
It was a good idea, removing as it 
did the taint of a 100% monolog. 

On the first shot Mrs. One sa. 
gaciously sifted in a few arguments 
to justify her fore-front public life, 
As her constant journeying around 
has often given rise to carping criti- 
cism, she did wisely in wading in 
with an answer—the logical one and 
a good one. Bert, 
PHIL SPITALNY 
‘Hour of Charni’ 

With Maxine, Evalyn, Rosaland 

Greene, Rochelle and Lola 


| Band, Songs 


With Don MeNeil, Sylvia Clark, Bill | 


Thompson, Roy Shield orch. and 

Clark Dennis 
Musical, Variety 
30 Mins. 

Thursdays, 9 p.m. 

| WJIZ-NBC, New York 

| Don MeNeil’s house show of Chi- 
|cago origination could do with some 
|comedy. Injection of a little 
‘humor, or perhaps less of the kind 
|used, and the addition of more mu- 
|sical stuff to fill the gap, would im- 
|prove the show. As it stands, it’s 
|pretty near the falling point with 
istretched puns. Falls into play-on- 
| words rut. 

| Clark Dennis, neat baritone, and 
| Sylvia Clark are a couple of stal- 
; warts here. 
good radio voices. Roy Shield’s band 
on its own. Hurl, 
| WYNN MURRAY 

| Songs 

|5 Mins. 

|ROYAL GELATIN 

Thurs., 8 p.m. 

| WEAF, New York 

| (J. Walter Thompson) 

This youngster of plump propor- 
| tions won critical plaudits when she 
jrecently made her legit debut in 
Rodgers and Hart's ‘Babes in Arms’ 
and last Thursday night’s (22) stand 
on the Rudy Vallee hour represented 
lher first on any network. She did 
'two numbers from the R. & H. musi- 
‘eal and the impression garnered as 
her voice came through the loud- 
'speaker was that she had _ taken 
| Ethel Merman as its pattern. It was 
an immature and not so confident 
edition. Her in-person, stage im- 
pression is beiter, of course. 

Regardless of the similarity, the 
'possibilities for getting places in ra- 
|dio are there. Satire on the buckaroo 
|type of ballad couldn't have meant 
much out in the hinterland but it 
|was saturated with enough person- 
‘ality and tonal quality to stack the 
/outlook in her favor. Song. titled 
‘Way Out West In West End Avenue’, 

is from the R.&H. stage musical. 
Odec. 


BOB CARTER-BERNIE ARM- 
STRONG 

| Songs, Organ 

| 15 Mins.—Loeal 

| YELLOW CAB CO, 

| Tues., Thurs., 4:45 

KDKA, Pittsburgh 
Announcer starts this session with 








'a suggestion to the housewives. 
‘Sit back and relax in the rush of 
preparing the evening meal.’ and 


Quarter-hour period 
is a pleasant, cheery relaxative 
topped off by Bob Carter's tenor 
warbling, and Bernie Armstrong’s 
organ accompaniment together with 
unannounced steel guitarist. 

Carter's a newcomer around here 
and has the sort of romantic voice 
that brushes femme ears the right 
way and invariably winds up with 
| that high falsetto that’s good for a 
punch finish. 

Armstrong's organloguing is tops. 
but arrangements for keyboard and 
guitar should be made with better 
emphasis for both instruments. Too 
often when one is coming through, 
the other's practically mute. 

Plugs—only two of ’em—are short 
and to the point and handled ef- 
fectively by KDKA’s No. 1 an- 
nouncer, Glenn Riggs. Cohen, 


that’s a tip-off. 


real | 


30 Mins. 

GENERAL ELECTRIC 

Mon., 9:30 p. m., EDST. 

WEAF, New York 
(Maxon) 

For Phil Spitalny and his all- 
femme aggregation, last Monday's 
(26) broadcast marked their first on 
an evening schedule. Previously 
they had been stressing the charm 
element in music on a Monday mati- 
nee release and for the same ac- 


count. Their third year in radio 
finds them more intrenched than 
ever as a staple program article, 


making no pretense to being any- 
thing but a deftly knit organization 
devoted to tickling the femme taste 


| with soothingly contrived melodies. 


The pattern remains pretty much 
the same, but with Spitalny seeking 


| each week to point up the proceed- 





ings through novel instrumental and 


| vocal concepts. 
Both are possessed of | Ot. 


Initial night-time program brought 


| out the aggregation’s wide range of 
helps a lot in accompaniment and, geres ~ . 


talents. It was harmony that dif- 
fered from one number to the other 
and covered a variety of moods. 
From an ingratiating arrangement of 
Ravel’s Bolero by the orchestra, the 
program swung to a catchy bit of 
vocalizing on the ‘Gaucho’ theme. 
Other high points included Evalyn’s 
violin interpolations, the throaty ¢x- 
cerpts by Maxine, Rochelle and 
Lola’s piano duetizing, and _ the 
choral interpretation of ‘Little Old 
Lady.’ in which the 30 girls in the 
Spitalny setup participated. Rosa- 
lind Greene does the narrative pas- 
sages. 

Plugs are aptly spaced and ac- 
counts briefly enough for the appeal 
of GE's bulbs, refrigerators and Hot- 
point irons. Odec. 
SIR CEDRIC and LADY HARD- 
WICKE 


j Dramatie Sketch 


8 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Standard Brands’ air impresarios 
did a nimble job of building Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke up to a terrific 
letdown. The preliminary chatter 
related what a distinguished actor 
Sir Cedric is, some of the character- 
izations that helped make him S89, 
and how he came to be knighted. 
But in giving radio audiences a 
sample of Sir Cedric’s talents the 


|; agency seemed to have gone away 


| 


| 


out of its way for the choice of 
script. It was a dull, unimaginative. 
pointless potboiler, which had Sir 
Cedric giving verbal support to 8 
kettledrum. . 

Title of the piece was ‘Conjure 
Drum’ and it was described as @ 
melodrama written for radio by 
Donald Lindsay. This little concett 
dealt with African jungle witchcraft. 
A British official tries to break up 
a rite in which a drum made of the 
skin of a virgin is washed in human 
blood and the curse is put on him. 
He is coomed to hear the constant. 
monotonous beating of the native 
drum until suicide puts him out of 
his misery. 

In brief snatches of speech 5! 
Cedric gave himself up to ihe 
psychic torment of both the char- 


acter esd the sketch like a goo" 
trouper, even though his talen!s 
were pretty well wasted. His wic 


Lady Helena, came in for but a !'! 
and that, like the other parts, prove’ 
but a hazy accompaniment to t!!> 
belaboring of the vs wagieaier 
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BOOKING CHART ON SPOT 





Sy Sponsor s Schoolboy Son Picked rk? | 








From the beginning of broadcasting until the present time the number 


one gag in radio has been the influence on radio programs of the 
Recent example of same, frankly sent out as 


relatives 


sponsors’ 


a publicity release 


last week, suggests just how personalities far behind the scenes apparently 
have a great deal to do with the ultimate choices and decisions of enter- 


tainment. 


Charles Daniel Reach of Newark last week mailed the following: 


Trumpeter Berigan ‘Discovered’ by New Sponsor’s Son 


Bunny Berigan is ‘swinging it’ on his new commercial program. 


Swingtime,’ today, because he made 
tended by his present sponsor’s son. 


The new trumpet sensation got his‘break’ 
‘swing’ 
Young Gulick, guest of a friend at the dance, 


University sophomore, heard him 


' ‘Fun In 
a hit at a Yale University prom at- 


when John Gulick, Rutgers 
at a Yale University dance. 
remembered his father, 


president of National Oil Products Co., was planning a radio program. 
“Dad, I’ve found you a band!’ the enthusiastic youngster told his fathe) 


during the next weekend. 
The father, Charles P. Gulick, 
wrote several letters home, 
siasm that Mr. 
That was the beginning. 


Gulick sent a memo 
It ended 


suecess on his first program was greeted with 


said 


‘swell’ and forgot about it. John 
impressed his father so much by his enthu- 


to the agency handling the account. 
with the signing of Berigan. Bunny’s 
‘I told you so’ by young 


John, who waved. a handful of clippings praising Berigan. 


A. A. SCHECTER 


EXPLAINS NBC 
NEWS IDEA 


Chicago, April 27. 

In town to make arrangements for | 
NBC Kentucky Derby broadcast, and | 
to study local methods of news 
broadcast, A. A. Schecter, NBC news 
editor and special events man, 
denied that the net will align itself | 
with any of the news associations re- 
cently formed, or that it is to in- 
augurate any plan of news censor- 
ship. 

Feeling of NBC is that only two 
things are to be considered; 
ble libel suits, and good taste, and 
with both carefully watched by local 
men of NBC managed and owned 
stations developing a minimum of 
squawks and trouble, the policy will 
not be changed, even though other | 
nets and stations are acting and 
talking about hews censorship, as 
well as making extensive studies of 
most effective means of broadcast. 

Only policy of the future will be 
policy of present—it’s up to the local 


men, who know their own audi- 
ences, 


NBC’s Cleve. Outlet 
To Spend $250,000 





On New Quarters. | sity of Kentucky's 25 radio listening 


Cleveland, April 27. 

After year’s search for larger loca- 
tion, WTAM is moving from its | 
crowded above-a-garage studios into 
22-story Guarantee Title Bldg., leas- 
ing four floors for 10 years and re- 
naming it the NBC Bldg. 

Station managed by Vernon Prib- | 
ble will move before Jan. 1, 1938, 
occupying basement and first three 


floors of building. First floor to have | 
the second two | 


five small studios, 
large studios, latter scheduled for 


400 seating capacity each. New set- 
up will 


later on roof. 


Mutual’s 1st Col. Outlet 


Only for Willys’ Airing 


Columbus, April 27. 
Mutual has finally landed an out- | 


let here for a strictly entertainment | 


show with the addition of WHKC 
to the network for Kay Kyser’s Sun- 
day night Willys-Overland airings 
Starts here May 2. 


WHKC was scheduled te 
Father Coughlin’s talks, but pro- 
sTam was cancelled in meantime. 


WCOL formerly carried the Detroit 
Priest, 


take 


possi- | 


cost an estimated $250,000. | 
Blue-prints drawn by NBC archi- | 
tects in New York also make provi- | 
sion for television studios to be built | 


TULIP TIME ON CBS 


Holland Wormaee Co. Sponsors 
Unique Civic Occasion 
Chicago, April 27. 
| Holland Furnace Co, will have the 
| Holland (Mich.) Tulip Festival on 41 
Columbia stations for 30 minutes 

with Ted Husing handling mike. 
Festival is an annual 
event, with ceremonies beginning 
May 15, when the mayor proclaims 
| town too dirty and unfit for 


| 


j}and orders everybody 





{ ; ; 
| stations to wire collect daily or how 


two-week | 


tulips, 
to get down | 


/on hands and knees to scrub streets. | 





‘TRANSAMERICAN OPENS 
COAST ARTISTS BUREAU 


| 
a April 27. 

Transamerican Broadcasting and 
Television artists’ bureau is setting 
'up shop here to handle talent for 
|radio and pictures. Martin Gosch, 
radio director for Warners, heads the 
| local setup. 
| Deal has been closed with two 
| major agencies on a split-commission 
| basis. TBT will represent the cli- 
ents for air work. 


CBS Going to Hillbillies, 
A New Radio Switch 


Louisville, April 27. 

Columbia net will air a program 
‘from a log cabin on remote Lots 
Creek, Ky., which will go out over 
most of the stations from 2:45 to 
13:15 p.m., CST, May 2. 

| Cabin is located in Southwestern 
Knott County, and is one of Univer- 











centres. established in isolated sec- 
/ tions of the Kentucky mountains, to 
enable the mountaineers to hear the 
educational, cultural and entertain- 
ment features made possible by 
radio. Mail deliveries at Lots Creek 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


are limited to three times a week, | 


| 
| and that’s provided bad 
doesn’t make the trails impassible. 


Plenty of spinning wheels on Lots 
Creek, but no telephones. So engi- 


| 
| 
| 


short-wave transmitter, and 
wave program some seven or eight 
miles to Hazard, Ky., where receiver 
will pick up the airing and feed it 
into telephone lines serving the net- 
work. 
C.C.C. Up Via WPHR 
Petersburg, Va., April 27. 
| WPHR opens up each a.m. with 
lthe ‘Bugle Call Reveille.’ Around 
l this vicinity CCC camps abound. 
| All the camps have installed am- 
plifiers which pick up the 
| awakener and communicate 
| snoozing boys. 


it to the 


Bill Stern Joins NBC 

| Bill Stern is leaving his street in- 
| 

| 


lterviews for Barney's Clothes, via 
WMCA. N. Y., to return to NBC on 
| sports. Replaces Bill Slater. 

| Stern did the Penn Relays at 
Philadelphia for NBC last week and | 
will do other jobs before going on a | 
vacation and honeymoon, Then re- 


ports on new job June 1. 


weather | 


neers of CBS will utilize portable | 
short- | 


| der, 
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AVAILABILITY Il Petrilo’s Campaign Slows Wax 
Commitments Until Musicians 
Convention Clarifies Situation 


HE CHECKED DAILY 


J. Walter 
Agency’s Clerical Division | 
Will Attempt to Tabulate 


What’s Open on Stations 


Thompson 


OTHER SIDE 


J. Walter Thompson agency is set- 


ting up a clerical division to keep 
day-by-day tabulation on chain 
break, news and similar periods 


available for sponsorship on stations 
around the country. Innovation, as 
understood, will attempt to provide | 
a flexible clearing house through | 
which the agency can steer a catch- 
as-catch-can policy of spot place- 
ments, 

Not reported if agency expects 
the checking will be worked out. 
This sort of thing has been a head- 
ache in broadcasting, because sta- 
tions have gotten weary of supplying 


information on spots available to 
agencies from which no business 
thereafter originates. 

Bit Bored 


Station sales representatives have | 
usually been called upon to supply 
such data to advertising - agencies. 
They, too, have found tabulation of 
available spots, especially chain 
breaks, etc., very taxing from a cler- 
ical detail standpoint. Constant 
communication between reps and 
stations for answers to queries from | 
agencies has tended to bore both the | 
reps and the stations, 

Many agency requests involve a| 
lot of trouble. Stations tend to feel 
that chain breaks, news periods, and 
so on, are too easy to sell by them- 
selves to be worth some of the 
bother agencies put them to with a 
bad average, on the agencies’ part, of 
forthcoming contracts, 

Thompson will get the idea into | 
swing in New York first, then set up 
regional branches in Chicago, San 
Francisco, Philadelphia, Los An- 
geles, St. Louis and Seattle. 


— Docisien 


On NAB's Appeal 
Of Waring Inj. 





Philadelphia, April 27. 
Appeal by National Association of | 
Broadcasters against injunction 
granted Fred Waring to prevent sta- 
tion WDAS from using his records | 
was heard by Pennsy Supreme} 
Court here Wednesday (21). 
Injunction was originally granted 
by Judge Harry S. McDevitt in 
lower court. High bench, after hear- 
ing lengthy argument by former At- 
torney General William A. Schna- | 
representing NAB, and Maurice 
Speiser, attorney for Waring, took 
under advisement. Outcome of 
action expected to set precedent 
legality of station’s playing 
without permission of 
former. 
to whether 





Case 
this 
as 10 


dises 
case will 


was ‘I’m 
‘You're 


Actual record involved 
Young and Healthy’ and 
Getting to Be a Habit With Me,’ 
written by Warren and Dubin and 
made by Waring for Victor in 1932. 


NAB stepped into case with permis- | 
| sion of court as soon as WDAS wa: 


cited and is footing heavy legal bill. 
Waring is backed by National Asso- 
ciation of Performing Artists. 


J. Harold Murray added to cast of 
Helen’s Beauty Shops variety frame 
weekly at WTIC, Hartford. 


| Secretary of State 


per- | 
Both sides noncommittal as | 
be carried to| 

United States Supreme Court. 
WPHR |! 





Coy Public 


Chicago 

Ticket demand at 
is chiefly for hokey shows with 
little or no public clamor for 
admission to the classical music 


April 27. 
WGN here 


and other high-brow sessions 
the Tribune station has devel- 
oped, 

Yet paradoxically every time 
WGN attempts to yank a con- 
cert program, thinking it not in 
the public taste, there is a loud 
and apparently sincere chorus 


of protest. 


HONORING ‘EM 
BY REMOTE 
CONTROL 











Charlotte, N. C., 
Presbyterian College, of Clinton, 
S. C., used Station WBT here yester- 
day (Monday) to reach the bedsides 
of a U. S. ambassador and an indus- 
trialist whom it was honoring with 
honorary degrees of Doctors of Laws. 
Joseph E. Davies, Ambassador to 
Russia, who is confined to the Shore- 
ham hotel, Washington, with a 
wrenched back, was presented by 
Cordell Hull, and 
relayed his address via CBS. Other 
bedded receiver of the LLD. was 
Dwight E. Austin, N. Y. industrialist, 
who is in a Charleston, S. C., hos- 
pital with a broken leg. Hospital's 
electrical equipment killed radio re- 
ception, so Austin phoned in his 
speech direct to the WBT control 
board. 

Third receiver of the 
Senator James F. Byrnes, 
who said: 

‘The conferring of this degree on 
me by Presbyterian College has not 
affected either my leg or my back, 
and I will try not to Jet it affect my 
head.’ 


April 27. 


LLD. was 
of S. C.,, 


BEES RAMPAGE AT WEEI 


Stunt Program Dev lene an Unsched- 
uled Difficuty 


Rosine, April 27. 

What was intended to be a broad- 
cast to end all broadcasts of animal 
and insect stunts at WEEI last Wed. 
(21) ended in an uprear when 30,000 
bees got loose in the studio just at 
conclusion of the airing. 

WEEI's Arthur F. Edes had inter- 
viewed state apiarist John de Van 
Poele, who had lugged along two 
hives of honey gatherers. As Van 
de Poele was walking away from the 
mike he stumbled and dropped one 
of the hives. Instantly the 
aswarm with the stinger: 
studio door could be sla 


air Was 


mmed, large 


flights of ‘em invaded all portions of 
|WEEI’s_ quarters. Nervy§ attaches 
around the station, led by Van de 
Poele, swatted, shooed and swept the 
bees into the studio, where they 
were held imprisoned for a day tll 
the apiarist could reswarm and re- 
move ’em. 

It was the most stirring episode 
around local stations since Metro's 
| ‘Leo’ escaped from a WBZ broadcast 
a few years ago and was only with 


difficultv collared again. 


Cronkhite 
April 27. 


has signatured 


Van 
Detroit, 


Station WJBK here 


WIBK Okays 


with Van Cronkhite and Associates, 
news program advisors of Chicago, 
| . 

for the installation of a complete 


jnews handling setup 
John Van Cronkhite 


due in town 


this week to put in the news handling | which neces 


system. 





| taining library end of the 


| being in a positior. 


Campaign which James Petrillo, 
head of the Chicago Federation cf 
Musicians, has launched on the re- 
cording issue is already being felt 
seriously in national spot advertis- 
ing. Agency execs say that some of 
their accounts have elected to post- 


pone making any appropriations for 
transcription production on the basis 
of fall release until the American 
Federation of Musicians has acted on 
the Petrillo proposition one way o1 
other at the organization's 
vention in Louisville. 


June con- 


These accounts hold that it would 
be unwise for them to make any in- 
vestments in transcribed programs 
without being certain that their 
campaigns won't be hamstrung by 
new union regulation: One tood- 
packing firm which had done some 


probing around on the situation is of 
the opinion that the convention will 
back up Petrillo, but with a compro- 
mise measure, and that in any event 
the cost of commercial transcriptions 
will take a substantial tilt. 
Dubbing Seen Out 
Transcription manufacturers them- 


selves are reconciled to the likeli- 
hood that their industry will have 
to make radical changes in their 


methods of operation. 
that they expect to 


One practice 
be forced to 


eliminate has to do with the dubbing” 


of musical numbers from sustaining 
libraries into commercial programs, 
as was the arrangement with the 
early Chevrolet series. 

It is also anticipated that the con- 
vention will act to regulate the 
business 
by barring its use for commercial 
accounts unless consent to the con- 
|trary has been obtained from local 
| brane hes of the AFM. 


CBS Waits on n NBC’s § 
Coast Studio Plans; 
Wants to Top ’Em 


Don Gilman, v. p. in charge of the 
Pacific division for NBC, has been in 
New York the past several days con- 
ferring with Lenox R. Lohr on the 
architectural plans for the network's 
new Hollywood plant. Columbia is 
anxious to have NBC decide on jis 
Hollywood layout so that the former 
can proceed with its own structure in 
the film colony. CBS has elected to 


Silf- 





the idea of 
to top anything 


site months ago, with 


that NBC does. 


Columbia's architects in Holly- 
wood have recently made sever»! 
phone calis to John Swallow, NBC's 
Los Angeles manager, asking 
whether he had received any exact 
word as to the structural plans of 





Zefore the | 


studio layout. 


NBC's apenas new 


Steed Vice Gedge As 
WMBC, Det., Studio Head 


Detroit. April 27. 

Hy Steed, former assistant man- 
ager and studio head, has been 
named general manager of WMBC 
here, succeeding W. Wright Gedge, 
| who died two weeks ago. Steed was 
Gedge’s assistant. 

Bill Jory at the same time was 


appointed program director and as- 


tant to Steed. Jory has been mem- 





ber of WMBC staff here for past 
| five years, and formerly was part 
owner of WRBY, Roanoke, Va. 
Steed’s: Commodores, band which 
| Steed has directed about 15 years, 
| will continue on station under tag 
| of Commodores, with Steed dele- 
gating baton to some member of 
| crew. 
| Jane Webb, NBC Chicago juvenile 
lactress, at work again after accident 
| sitated 24 stitches in her 


leg. 


wait on NBC, after having picked a * 
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ARTA STALLS N.Y. ORGANIZING ACTIVITIES 





TILL WHN SITUATION IS CLEARED UP 


Strike Talk Off Pending Return of L. K. Sidney from 
Coast—ARTA Not Approaching Networks Till 
Indies Are Brought Into Line 


Lenox R. Lohr late yesterday 
(Tuesday) ordered a five-day week 
be put into effect for NBC an- 
nouncers, production men and 
sound effects men as soon as 
*-chedules can be conveniently ar- 
ranged and personnel trained te 
fill the additionally created jobs. 
Question of making salary adjust- 
ments has not been settled. 


Celumbia Broadcasting, at a 
meeting with its inside group, the 
American Guild of Radie An- 
nouncers and Producers, yesterday 
granted an increase in the wage 
seale and agreed te reduced work- 
ing hours. AGRAP’s bargaining 
committee will submit these con- 
cessions for -acceptance or rejec- 
tion at a meeting of the associa- 
tion’s membership the end of this 
week. The concessions affect 
WABC, New York, employees 
only, but may later be made the 
basis for wage and hour adjust- 
ments for all CBS operated sta- 
tions. 





Having temporarily settled the 
threatened strike of engineers at sta- 


tion WHN, pending return of direc- 
tor Louis K. Sidney from Hollywood 
in about three weeks, the CIO-affil- 
iated American Radio Telegraphers 
Assn. has stalled any further action 
at other stations in N. Y. National 
activity goes on, with Buffalo being 
lined up presently. Chicago and 
Washington propaganda headquar- 
ters have also been established. 
Neither NBC nor Columbia had up 
to yesterday (Tuesday) been ap- 
proached on the issue of recognition 
by the American Radio Telegraphers 
Association, an affiliate of the Com- 
mittee on Industrial Organization. 





Both networks are anticipating pres- 
sure from ARTA organizers upon the 
formers’ company unions by under- 
taking to adjust conditions and 
wages. 

Each of the webs has its own engi- 
neer setup, organized and controlled 
from within the network. These out- 
fits, the NBC Association of Tech- 
nical Employees and the Association 
of Columbia Broadcast Technicians, 
have for some time been operating 
under a 40-hour arrangement, with 
the latest discussions bearing mainly 
on the question of wage tilts. 


Following announcers and produc- 
tion department of WMCA, N. Y, 
have been organizing for the past 
week. As yet no overtures have 
been made for recognition to Don- 
ald Flamm. 


None of the production depart- 
ment is on a contract with WMCA. 
Only two of the announcers are, Don 
Kerr and Garnett Marks. 

Mikemen are scaled at $35 weekly; 
average productionist gets about the 
same. 

Strike of technicians threatened at 
WHN, N. Y., during past week when 
entire panel staff swung 100% to 
ARTA. Vote by station’s engineers 
decided that negotiations for stabil- 
ized hours, minimum wages, guaran- 
tees, etc., would be postponed until 
L. K. Sidney returns from the Coast. 
Matter had been placed in latter’s 
lap by Charles C. Moskowitz. Loew's 
general manager, whom ARTA- ap- 
proached when Sidney left N. Y. 

Station first ran into possible union 
trouble couple of weeks ago, when 
seven engineers were lopped from 
the payroll. William von Zehle, 
Charles Gunther, William Murtough 
George Ellis, Herbert Stiles, Charles 
Grenier and Arthur Morde were dis- 





missed. Immediately after slicing, 
station issued a blanket $5 raise. 
which brought salaries to $40. 
Nationally, ARTA has sewed up 
WHN, N. Y.; WHOM, Jersey City; 
WBNX, Bronx; WHAM and WHEC, 
Rochester; WTAG and WORC. 
Worcester, Mass.; WDAS, WPEN and 
WRAX, Philadelphia; WIBX, Utica, 
and all Buffalo stations excepting 
WBEN. Others set in Buffalo 





are | 


WBNY, WEBR, WKBW and WGR.| 


Contractual arrangements with these 
stations will be gone into as soon as 
the WHN case is cleared. 


Action in the Brooklyn situation 


.by ARTA has also been stymied tem- 


porarily because of the jumble there 
with five stations clamoring in Wash- 
ington for exclusive use of the 1400- 
meter wavelength. When the FCC 
has decided which of the stations 
will: get the gravy, ARTA will step 
in with its organization plans. Nets 
will not be tackled until the N. Y. 
indies are lined up. 


It was rumored around N. Y. Satur- 
day a. m. (24) that men had already 
struck at WHN and that CBS had 
rushed over a couple of men to han- 
dle the station. This was denied on 
all sides. However, it is possible 
that the CBS men filled in when sta- 
tion found itself short-handed. Such 
was the case last Monday (19), when 
a pickup from the Harlem Uproar 
House, N. Y. nitery, was cancelled 
due to lack of help to handle the 
situation. 





In Seattle Also 


Seattle, April 27. 

Employees of major radio studios 
held a meeting here tonight (27) to 
discuss union organization and affili- 
ation. Conclave was preparatory to 
a general meeting to be called when 
charter members will be signatured. 

Union talk among radio employes 
here has increased since the Wagner 
decision. Localites are also watch- 
ing from a distance the outcome of 
the Announcers-Asst. Directors Guild 





No Ams Wanted 





Buffalo, April 27. 

WEBR’s bulletin board bears 
this item: 

‘Unless you are an accom- 
plished comedian, kindly re- 
frain from clowning on the 
programs.’ 











HILLPOT QUITS L & T 
FOR NBC TALENT SPOT 


Billy Hillpot quit yesterday (Tues- 





day) as talent buyer for Lord & 
Thomas. After a two-week vacation 
he will join the NBC Artists’ 
Service. 


Hillpot came to L&T two years 
ago. Before that he was of the har- 


mony duo, Hillpot and (Scrappy) 
Lambert. 
Fred Niblo, silent-pix director, 


joins NBC Artists Service May 1 to 
act as contact om N. Y. end in screen 
player deals. Niblo slipped into ra- 
dio m.c’ing the WPA ‘Professional 
Parade’ series, which the NBC-blue 
recently dropped. 


Romance in (WIP) Air 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

It’s spring and young men’s fan- 
cies are still turning in same direc- 
tion. 

At WIP, production director, Ed- 
ward Wallace, has announced mar- 
riage to Gwen Ross June 21; Gab- 
ber Don Martin marches with Miss 
Margaret Lockhart, June 26; Night 
supervisor, John Facenda, hitches to 
Miss Dorothy Hunger, Sept. 2; and 
Receptionist Betty Shaffer walks 
with Richard Bechtel, Nov. 16. 











being organied at CBS headquarters 
in Manhattan. 

Managements are not talking on 
the subject. Not to outsiders: But 
among themselves they are doing 
plenty of huddling as to possibilities 
of trouble, etc. 

American Telegraphists are active 
among the panelmen in this section 
and C.I.O. organizers are rumored 





getting in their work. Nothing much 
!on the surface as yet. 


Cleve. Confab Pe 
Will Pomt Up 
Air Education 


Columbus, April 27 

| Educational radio will get a boost 
from CBS, NBC and Canadian 
| Broadcasting next week, when the 
|eighth annual Institute of Education 
by Radio convenes at Ohio State 
University. 

Irving Reis, director and producer 
of the Columbia Workshop programs. 
will discuss “Techniques of Drama.’ 
Others scheduled for talks are 
Ernest La Prade, Franklin Dunham 
and Judith Waller, of NBC; Frank N., 
Stanteén and Walter Stanton, of CBS: 
Rikel Kent, of WLW; Gladstone 
Murray, of Canadian Broadcasting, 
and Norton Cotterell, of World 
Broadcasting. 

Speakers from the educational side 
will be John W. Studebaker, U. S. 
Commissioner of Education; Cline M. 
Koon and William D. Boutwell, of 
the U. S. Office of Education; Ben 
Darrow, head of the Ohio School of 
the Air; Harold B. McCarty, presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
Educational Broadcasters; S. $ 
Frost, Jr., of the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education; 
James Whipple, of the University 
Broadcasting Council; S. Howard 
Evans, of the National Committee on 
Education by Radio; Ned Dearborn, 
of New York U.; Joseph Wright, of 
the U. of Illinois, and H. Clay 
Harshbarger, of the State U. of Iowa, 

The NBC weekly band _ iesson, 
under the direction of Joseph E. 
Maddy, will be broadcast from here 
as a feature of the institute. 


Natl. Cash Auditions 


National Cash Register Co. has had 
three proposed programs auditioned 
by Columbia in the last week. N. W. 
Ayer is the agency; sponsor is in- 
terested in bowing on the ozone in 
the autumn with a web spread. 

Cash register manufacturers have 
never used air advertising at all in 

















the past. 

















Here is a fact you can prove with a set of 
rate cards and a little pencil work: 


THE WLW LINE is 


SOLE AGENTS 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


**The most sensible buy in broadcasting” 
because in no other way can a third of America’s 
buying power be reached for so little money. 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING «no TELEVISION CORP. 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


HOLLYWOOD 
5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 
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These two fine stations still further 
improve the all-over NBC Blue Network 
Service to listeners and advertisers! 


NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of. America Service 
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Ayer Sets 14 Baseball Spots in 


Comprehensive Coverage of Game 





Philadelphia, April 27. 
N. W. Ayer yesterday inked final 
termer to complete set-up for broad- 


casting $260,000 worth of baseball 
during coming season. Program as 
now arranged includes eight outlets | 
airing daily games of their home 
town teams for Kellogg’s at total nut | 
of about $200,000 and six stations 
working for Atlantic Refining at | 
around $60,000. 

This is largest scale on which 
agency has ever used baseball for 


rd It was prompted, execs de- 


ods 


clare, by great success Atlantic had | 


with football last fall. However, 
both Kellogg’s and Atlantic are still 
far behind General Mills and So- 
ceny Vacuum in use of this type 
sports prog. 

Corn flake layout arranged by 
Mason McGuire for agency and Earl 
J. Freeman for sponsor. Wally Orr 
handled oil company = set-up 
Ayers, with Joe Rollins on sponsor’s 
end. All broadcasts supervised 
Les Quailey of agency staff. 

Kellogg using the following: 

KMOX, St. Louis. All week-day 
games of Cardinals and Browns di- 
rect from field. France Laux gab- 
bing. 

WWJD, Chicago. 
of Cubs and White Sox direct from 
field. 
Guest celebs being run in here with 
Harrington. 

KXYZ, Houston. 


| from 





for | 


|} and 


by | 





All home games | 
| away. 
John Harrington announcing, | ames. 


All home games 
direct from field and away, games 





-recreated from Western Union wire 


reports. Spieling by Bruce Layer. 


WHEC, Rochester, N. Y. All 155 | 
games of Rochester Red Wings. | 
Home tilts direct, away by wire, 


with Lowell McMillan at mike. 

WEBR. Buffalo. All games of Buf- 
falo Bisons on same basis as above. 
Jim Britt announcing. 

WWNC, Asheville. 
games of Asheville Tourists direct 
field and 30 away games re- 
created. Bob Bingham talking. 

WSGN, Birmingham. Quarter- 
hour resumes of home battles and 
Western Union recreation of those 
away by Henry Vance. 

KABC, San Antonio. Entire sched- 
ule from field and by wire with Sam 
Goldfarb (alias ‘Bolivar Dugag’) at 
mike. 

Atlantic 
following: 

WWSW., Pittsburgh. One hundred 
five games, 77 home and 28 
away; 15-minute resume immediately 
following last out. Other 49 away 
games recreated by Western Union. 
Claude Haring, taken by Ayers from 
WCAJU, to spiel. 

WNBF, Binghamton. Sixty games 
of Binghamton Triplets, play by 
play at home and Western Union of 
Ten-minute resume of other 
Tom McMahon miking. 

WRAK, Williamsport. Seventy 
games of Williamsport Greys by 
telegraph, and 23 home games from 
park. Agency trying to arrange for 


Sixty home 


Refining sponsorship of 











PROFITABLE 
NEWS 
BROADCASTS 


How's for letting us show you 
how to put big profits into 
your radio news programs? 


We have done a whale of a 
job for both 50,000 and 
100 watts stations 


We can do a job for your 
station 


“There is no substitute 
for experience”’ 


WIRE OR PHONE 


Van Cronkhite Associates, Inc. 
360 North Michigan Avenue 


CHICAGO 
State 6088 


RADIO’S ONLY NEWS COUNSELLORS 


| are out, execs said. 











Noise-Guessing 





Pittsburgh, April 27. 

New stunt worked out by 
Alan Trench, WWSW an- 
nouncer, salesman and special 
events man, has just been dis- 
posed of to a sponsor by sta- 
tion. It’s called ‘Audiografs’ 
and idea is to guess the mean- 
ing of a sound effect or series 
of them. For instance, sound 
of explosion, followed by a turn 
on the wind machine, indicates 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ etc. It’s 
the old cash and merchandise 
prizes for the lure. 

Trench will handle program 
himself for May-Stern Co., hit- 
ting ether every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday at 7:15 
p.m. for quarter hour. 











airing more home games. Sol Wolf, 
local insurance man, spieling. 

WAZL, Hazleton. All home games 
of Hazleton Red Sox from field, and 
away games by wire. Vic Diehn 
announcing. 

WTNJ, Trenton. Hitch here, as 
station shares time with Asbury 
Park. So far, 18 games cleared for 
Trenton Senators. Agency wants at 
least 34 before signing. 

Wilkes-Barre. Also hitch 
Agency originally bought 
which had verbal agreement with 
club for franchise. Station, part- 
time, expected to be full time by be- 


here. 


ginning of season. But no license 
sranted so far. If doesn’t come 
through by game time Thursday, 


Ayers will switch to WBRE. First 
two games will be aired by latter 
station anyhow, to make sure at 
least one will have them. If WBAX 


wins out, Willard Fraker wilil gab. | 


Billy Phillips is WBRE talker. 

Total commercial time on all sta- 
tions will be four minutes or less, 
split into five periods: before game, 
3d, 5th and 7th innings, and after 
game. Announcers trying anything 
like ‘There goes the ball over the 
| fence with the power of White Flash’ 
Idea is to sell 
| product through good will created, 
not by plugging. Theme of all an- 
nouncing will be ‘Come out and see 
the game. This is broadcast for 
those who can’t come.’ 


F.C.C. May 
Ease Relay 





‘Cast Rules 





Washington, April 27. 

Modification of current restrictions 
on relay broadcasting, to aid educa- 
tional and non-profit stations, but 
not commercial transmitters, will be 
proposed to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission soon. As aftermath 
of last year’s incident, when WNYC 
was unable to pick up broadcasts 
from the Harvard Tercentenary Cele- 
bration, amendment is being drafted 
which will allow pedagogs to yank 
programs out of the air without re- 
sard for wire transmission facilities. 
Consent of the F.C.C. still would be 
necessary, as well as approval of 
| originating station. 

The existing regulation allows 
relay operation only when land lines 
are not available, or cannot be pro- 
vided except at excessive expense or 
with unusual trouble. This limita- 
tion hits non-profit boys as well as 
the money-makers. With telephone 
companies on the alert, F.C.C. has 
“one slow in giving necessary clear- 
ance papers. 

Exact form of the amendment is 
still in the air, but indications are 
| the commercial operators will not 
| benefit even if the rule is changed. 
| Modification is regarded as probable, 
| particularly since Mayor LaGuardia 
|of New York has threatened to make 








| a political issue of the matter. Both | 


within and outside the Commish 
there is feeling that non-profit people 
| Should be aided by administrative 
action rather than stir up a fight in 
Congress. 


} 
| 
| 





Verne Rowley has quit post of 
KGVO, Missoula, Mont., chief engi- 
neer to resume installing airplane- 
| lane beacons for Uncle Sam. Bob 


| Sutton has replaced him. Jack Ha- 
“en addition to announcers at 
KGVO. 





Milton Ball has been officially ap- 


| pointed head of the Buffalo Broad- 


| "’usic department. 


casting corporation (WGR-WKBW) 


WBAX, | 


| technical director, hosted Institute of | 


Pacific Coast 


oe 
———__> 


Radio Notes 





| Harry Maizlish, KFWB (Holly- 
wood) manager, framing series of 
cheerful philosophy programs 
around Clover Kerr, who five weeks 
ago lost both legs and an arm in an 
auto crackup. 








Connie Vance, onetime KNX (Hol- 
lywood) publicity head, now with 
Irving Parker at Radio Features, 
| Inc., on the Coast. 


: cl 
Leon Leonardi (who looks like | 


Rubinoff ) 
| standin during 
at 20th-Fox. 


offering to act as his 
fiddler’s film chores 


Bob Collier to hang out 
shingle in Hollywood as 
vertising counsellor. 


radio ad- 


V. G. Freitag, former manager of | 


| KRKD (Los Angeles) doing a classi- 
fied program on KMTR (Hollywood). 


Lloyd Pantages, recently ousted 
Hearst film columnist, being peddled 
by L. A. agency for air trick. 


Dave Carter going the way of all 
easterners transplanted to the Coast. 
Columbia Coast press head down 
| with a cold for the third time since 
he landed. 





| Pauline Swanson, Coast head of 
| Robert Taplinger outfit, paying the 
| folks in Athens, O., a visit. 





Lee H. Lassen, who handles the 
pro baseball broadcasts for General 
Mill’s Wheaties over KIRO Seattle, 
the only broadcast of professional 
baseball in Oregon, now producing 
‘Baseball School of the Air’ over 
KIRO for local candy company. 





Lowdown on air drama was given 
at the Radio Round Table of the 
California Club last week by Helen 
O'Neill, auditions chief for NBC in 
San Francisco. 








Ira Blue returns to the air this 
| week over NBC’s Blue web on the 
| Coast with twice weekly quarter- 
|hour programs tabbed ‘Sports 
Graphic.’ 


| HH. J. Maxwell, former assistant to 

NBC vice-prexy Don E. Gilman in 
San Francisco, moved to Fresno 
(Cal.) last week. 





Frances Minton, Jr., and Cecile 
Minton, daughters of Frances Minton, 
former ‘Ann Holden’ on NBC’s 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air broad- 
casts from San Francisco, signed for 
the S & W Junior News drama 
Wednesday (28) over the Coast NBC- 
Red chain. Mrs. Minton has been 
away from microphones for some 
time, due to illness. 





Jehn B. Hughes, newscaster at 
KFRC, planed to Chicago Friday 
night (23) for a confab with other 
members of the exec committee of 
the National Assn. of Radio News 
Writers and Commentators. He is 
the only westerner in the group. 





Pierre Monteux, French conductor 
of the San Francisco Symph, has 
been signed by Standard Oil Com- 
pany of California for a 10-week 
series of radio appearances as di- 
rector of the Standard Symphony 
Orchestra in Thursday night broad- 
casts over the Coast NBC-Red net- 
work, starting May 13. 








| KYA, San Francisco, has sliced its 
warbling staff to four— Agatha 
| Turley, soprano; Cora Lee Scott, 
| bluester; Don Steele and Walter 
| Thompson, tenors. 





| Jack Benny did a benefit in Holly- 


Calvin Smith, KFAC 
les) manager, back from a call on 
the eastern agencies. 


Errol Flynn goes on Hollywood 


Prince and the Pauper.’ 
Leslie Howard being dickered by 

J. Walter Thompson to do ‘Monsieur 

Beaucaire’ on a Lux broadcast. 





= 


KFWB 





Les Hewitt, (Holly wood) 


Radio Engineers at Studio. 





Jose Rodriguez, KFI-KECA (Los 





fresh connection. 





his own | 


to National Exhibit of American Art 
in N. Y. by Governor Merriam. 





Gary Breckner took a troupe of 
KNX (Hollywood) performers to 
Sacramento for the guv’s banquet to 
legislators. 

Stanley McAllister, construction 
head for Columbia, in Hollywood to 


' look over layout for new plant. 


Dave Ballou back in L. A. for a 
He directed pro- 


gram for many local stations before 


| tying up with Standard. 


Les Mawhinney, Transradio Press 
tops on the Coast, shelved by an old 
ailment. 


Frances Langford took time out in 
Hollywood to have a _ troublesome 
appendix knived. 

A. H. Saxton, Division Engineer at 
NBC’s San Francisco studios, taking 
a look at Hollywood before training 





to New York to attend the annual 
confab of the web's division engi- 
neers. 


Al O’Neiil subbing for Bill Bowen 
as studio engineer at NBC's San 
Francisco headquarters; Bowen is on 
sick leave. 





Don Thompson, NBC _ western 
division special events chief, 0.0.’ing 
national parks from planes in a 
series of Sunday aircasts over the 
Red web. 


Frank V. Dellett, NBC western 
division auditor, trained east last 
week from San Francisco to pow- 
wow in New York with other net- 
work budget balancers. 

Budda (Dean Maddux), of KFRC. 
San Francisco, m.c.’ing the Saturday 
night community sings at the Fox 
Theatre. His tyro shows-air several 
hours earlier same evening. 





During illness of Van Fleming. 
producer of the Signal Oil Carefree 
(Continued on page 50) 











wood high school last week. | 

| 
(Los Ange- 
| 
| 


Hotel on May 7 in a scene from ‘The | 





Angeles) press head, named delegate 
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SELLS! 


It’s one thing to get the 
attention of a feminine 
audience. it’s some- 
thing else to SELL 
merchandise to that 
audience. Typical WOW 
showmanship has de- 
veloped the ‘‘Brandeis 
Fashion Parade’”’ (half 
an hour weekly) into 
one of the best pro- 
grams of the week, 
from the standpoint of 
listener response. Lo- 
cally - built shows are 
gaining new friends for 
WOW almost daily! Let 
WOW plan and produce 
your program. 





OMAHA, NEBR. 


590 Ke. 5,000 Watts 


JOHN GILLIN, JR. MGR. 
Owned and Operated by the 
Sovereign Camp of the Wood- 
men of the World. 
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VARIETY 
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Question: What kind of merchandising 
service is offered to the sponsor 


who uses WAAA? 
Answer: VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 


—Station Information. 


Question: What major colleges commer- 
cially broadcast football last fall 
and what are their plans for 





the coming season? 
Answer: VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
—Sports. 


Question: How did the Brown Toothpaste 
Company's network show fare 
as to audience popularity during 
the past season? 


Answer: VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 


—Production. 








The Radio Directory for 1937-1938 will be 
issued during the latter part of July. Priced 
at five dollars the copy. 


Advertising rates submitted upon request. 


... 1937 
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Black River Asks Injunction Against 
FCC’s Proposed Watertown Hearings 


WIND and WJJD Align 





Washington, April 27. 
Legal stopper to rehearing of the 


complicated ‘Watertown cases’ was , 


sought Friday (23) by Black River 
Valley Broadcasts, Seeking to 


save construction permit granted last 


Inc. 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


fall for full time local station on} 
1420, Black River group asked the 
Federal District Court to issue in- 
junction restraining Federal Com- 
munications Commission from going 
ahead with scheduled re-airing of 
tnree rival applications in the 
Watertown sector of the St. Law- 
rence valley. Cases of Watertown 
Broadcasting Co., Black River, and 
Watertown Times had been carded 


for joint hearing May 19. 


and WJJD, using guest baseball an- 
nouncers in conjunction with staff 
men, have lined up schedules for 
coming season with men actually 
from the diamond, with Lou Fon- 
seca acting as technical advisor 
throughout the season for Kellogg 
on WJJD. that station starting off | 
last week with Joe E. Brown, and 
ifollowing this week with Mordecai 


| 
Plea for court aid sets forth that | 


after permit for construction of 
WNNY was issued Sept. 22, thou- 
sands of dollars were expended 


erecting antenna and preparing stu- 
dio and office space Black River 





Baseball Stars for 
Game Broadcasts 


Chicago, April 27. 
Both Ralph Atlass stations, WIND 


(Three Finger) Brown. 
Kellogg set-up, which 


| systematic baseball instruction given 


ito go to Catalina for 


told the tribunal that 50 days after | 


the effective date of the grant, 
Commish, on its own initiative, 
scinded the action and 
the franchise. 

‘The Commission has never 
any reason for its action 


the 
re- 
suspended 


given 


'up Walter Johnson, Tris Speaker, | 
Joe Tinker, Johnny Evers, each of 
|whom will handle mike for a mini- 
|mum of a week along with John 


in setting | 


aside its order granting the construc- | 
tion permit to plaintiff,’ bill of com- | 


plaint said, and Commish ‘never af- 


heard regarding the attempted can- 
cellation of the grant.’ 

Charging the Commish action was 
arbitrary and _ capricious, Black 
River asked for injunction not only 
blocking the hearing, but also pre- 
venting F.C.C. from granting any 
application which would preclude 
construction and operation of WNNY. 

The cancellation order which 
brought the case into court last week 
was issued after strenuous political 
squawks had been inspired by the 
Black River grant. According to re- 
ports, President Roosevelt personally 
took a hand, ostensibly at the prod- 
ding of Governor Herbert H. Leh- 
man. The Commish was placed on a 
spot when it was charged the Black 
River faction was partially angeled 
by power interests which have been 


fighting the Roosevelt-Lehman hy- 
dro-electric programm and the St. 


Lawrence Seaway. 

The rival applications have been 
pending for many months. Water- 
town Times a year ago arranged to 
lease WCAD, property of St. Law- 
rence U., at Canton, and move the 


Walsh, 


forded plaintiff an opportunity to be | Chief 


| 


| 


by Fonseca twice weekly 
parks, with the winning kid team 
spring training 
along with Chicago Cubs, has lined 


Harrington, regular sports announc- 
er, 
Columbia for the season. 


Lineup set for WIND includes Ed 


Ed Ruelbach, 
Bender, Hack 
Larry Doyle. 


WESTBROOK PEGLER 


Red Faber, 
Wilson, and 


SEEKING MIKE JOB 


Westbrook Pegler, newspaper col- 
umnist, is being submitted to the 
agencies. Scribbler has never done 
any mike work; is now being offered 
either as a commentator or an m.c., 
dishing opinions on general events 
on a variety program. Asking price 
for the columnist is a flat $2,500 per 
broadcast. 

John T. Casey is submitting on a 
deal with Jack Pegler, writer’s 
brother, who has the columnist 
under contract. 





transmitter, as well as construct a 
new station using 1270 ke daytimes, 
instead of 1220 ke during specified 
hours. The Watertown Broadcasting 
Co. applied for same facilities as 
Black River. 


includes | 


in public | 


Agencies—Sponsors 


Oh Henry candy getting a setup of 
announcements throughout the coun- 
try, starting on May 15. Placed 
through the John H. Dunham agency, 
Chicago. 


Yellow Cab of Pittsburgh, off air 
for several weeks, has just bought 
two quarter-hour sessions weekly 
for eight weeks at KDKA to use Bob 
Carter, tenor, and Bernie Armstrong, 
organist. Account placed by W. Earl 
| Bothwell. Previously sponsor had 
Charlie Danver, Post-Gazette col- 
umnist, on WCAE, and a Professor 
Yes ’n’ No on WWSW. 





Ford Sunday Evening Hour ducks 


off CBS for the summer with the 
June 13 broadcast. Returns in Oc- 
tober. 


Brown & Williamson (Avalon cig- 
gies and Bugler tobacco) sponsoring 
‘10:30 Sports Review’ over WSB, At- 
| lanta, each evening. 





Robert K. Weill is radio director 
and Don Tranter has joined staff to 
take charge of continuity for Ar- 
mand S. Weill Agency, Buffalo 


After a twe-and-a-half-year stretch 
on the Coast NBC-Red web Sunday 
afternoon sked, Sperry Four Com- 
pany is moving its half-hour drama 
show to Fridays at 7:30 p.m., PST 
effective April 30. 

Waller Hornaday, WTMV scriptei 
| and announcer, leaves station May 1 
| to take copy job in St. Louis office 
| of Ruthrauf & Ryan. He will be re- 
| placed by Irving Poznan. 
| 


who was borrowed from WBBM.- | 





Edward A. Adler, Jr., has joined 
|ad dept. of American Bankers Assn. 
| Was account exec in charge of radio 
at Fletcher & Ellis agency. 


Borden’s 


Pioneer Ice Cream goes 
on WOR, Newark, and WHN, May 12 


| for a weekly half-hour program, with 


| Jay C. Flippen and Irving Aaronson’s 


Young & the 


band. Rubicam is 


| agency. 


Crosby’s $3,500 Per 


Kraft-Phenix Corp. has tied up 
ithe air services of Bing Crosby for 
another two seasons through the J. 
Walter Thompson agency. New deal 
| gives the crooner $3,500 a broadcast. 
Old agreement has been bringing 
him $3,000 a week. 

Term of the latest contract takes 
in the balance of 1937 and all of 
1938, with 13 weeks off in the sum- 
mer of the latter year. 








os 





THE ONLY RAbiO STATION IN 


BAY CITY 











Wuat Is THE 


M-R-N? 


Group of Eight Stations 
Operating Simultane- 
ously from Morning to 
Midnight Sign-off. 
WBCM 

Dominates BAY CITY 
and SAGINAW Markets. 


WFDF 

First Choice in the big 
FLINT Market area. 
WJIM 
Supreme 
WIBM 


Dominates 
area 


WELL 
1st in BATTLE CREEK 


WKZO 

Southwest Michigan 
WCOD-WASH 

Leads in GRAND RAP.- 
IDS. 


WXYZ 


Detroit (Key Station) 





in LANSING. 


JACKSON 


















ONE OF THE EIGHT BA 


Micuican Rapio Network 


Effectively Covers a Territory of Over Four Million People 
OPERATED BY 


KING-TRENDLE BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


DETROIT. MICHIGAN 


-WBCM- 


The only station in Bay City: 
And also the only station suc- 
cessfully serving Saginaw, 
teen miles distant. These two 
cities, and they ARE cities in 
every sense of the word—size, 
business-volume, 


Six- 


and modern- 
ness—present a rich responsive 
market surrounded by thriving 
rural centers: WBCM SELLS it 


successfully. 


SIC STATIONS OF THE 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


Half-hour program over Mutual Sunday (25) night, on which Photoplay 
fan mag rewarded ‘San Francisco’ (MG) as the best pic of ’36, didn’t ». 
off exactly.as planned, Idea started out pretentiously, with both network 
and Macfadden Publications figuring on a large-scale show, aired from 
the Coast. Metro’s publicist, Howard Dietz, was approached and asked to 
get Jeanette MacDonald, Clark Gable and Spencer Tracy, from cast, up 
before mike. The p.a. said he could not deliver ’em on the cuff, as as!zo4. 
Players were then approached individually. Only Miss MacDonald con- 
sented, and she said she’d only appear to receivé the award, and wovtd 
neither sing nor act. Efforts to get director W. S. Van Dyke and pr 
ducer Bernie Hyman also failed. In the meantime, plans were furthe, 
jammed when Don Lee network, carded to feed from the Coast, said it 
would not pay the $750 necessary to get a band. 

Bernarr Macfadden personally entered the discussions, saying he'd fly 
to Coast to round up some flicker names and also spiel on the period for 
his mag. He flew out and talked, but his efforts to bag pic playe { 
gratis appearances flivved. As period finally shaped out, George Fisc! 
Hollywood chatterer with a program over Mutual, Macfadden and M 
MacDonald were with latter limiting self to few words’of award . 
ceptance on behalf of film and ‘fellow players.’ A band, which the pub- 
lisher is reported to have paid for, was also slipped in at last moment 








on, 


Commercial programs are getting boosts now from a government a®ency 
for the first time in history. Federal people in the past have been ex- 
tremely careful not to get in position of endorsing any advertising broad- 
casts. 

Indirect ballyhoo for propaganda 
Department, which recently 


features comes from the: Commerce 
Started publishing advance bulletin of U. S 


short wave programs for foreign press. Issued under seal of the elect 
division, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, booklet is compiled 
by Radio Manufacturers’ Assn., to promote interest in short wave t 
mission Latest edition carries listings for about a dozen stations, o1 


ting most sponsors’ names, but otherwise clearly identifying, the feat 
Bulletins are issued on a weekly basis, about five weeks ahead of ‘time io 


allow for distribution to overseas Commerce Department branches. 


Some of the actors on the New York WPA radio project have discovered 
they are competing with themselves and are coming off second-best. 

One N. Y. station has been gradually enlarging number of WPA drama 
tiza4ions, till now station carries five such different programs. In using 
the WPA, station has cut number of own, and in that way reduced number 
of one-shot jobs aciors could pick up. . 

Some of the WPActors on the q.t. had been working on dramatizations 
formerly produced by this station, getting $5 a shot, which came in nicely 
as an amplification to the $24 weekly each WPA member gets. Project 
apparently never particularly cared about those on its rolls picking up an 
outside five-spotter, etc. 


High fidelity station, WQXR, N. Y., probably has more WPA sustaining 
programs than any other station in the country with one from three d 
ferent branches of the Federal Theatres Project, broadcast on regular 
weekly schedule. 

Taking only cultural shows in keenving with station’s quality policy, it 
has ‘Exploring the Seven Arts,’ talks and lecture program, Wednesday 
nights in tieup with radio division of FTP; a ‘Composer’s Forum Labora- 
tory,’ promoting American composers through music division, on Satur- 
day nights, and a regular dramatic show on Tuesday nights presented by 
Theatre Project. Stations also pick up other WPA shows on occasion. 


Another opinion that television is still a long way around that cornet 
came from a Federal official Saturday (24) In regular Commerce De- 
partment program over CBS web, Harry R. Daniel, trade expert, declared 
large seale picture transmission must wait until $1,000,600,000 worth 

|} new equipment has been manufactured, sold and installed. Pointed oui 

that experimental programs are being received satisfactorily over 40-mile 
| radius around New York, but noted ‘great obstacles still remain before 
television enters the average home.’ One of the principal barriers, he in- 
dicated, is the equipment problem. 


b 


Floyd Gibbons is named defendant in an action for $250,000 damases 
filed Thursday (22) in the N. Y. Supreme Court by Charles Locke, radio 
writer, who claims Gibbons damaged his reputation to that extent by dis- 
torting news reports on the flood at Cincinnati last January. Locke says 
he was engaged by Gibbons to collect flood data and write a script whic! 
the defendant was to broadcast. Gibbons dramatized it to such an extent 
~that Locke contends his repute for accuracy has suffered so badly that h> 
is unable to procure a job. 

James Fleming is handling the daily evening sports review on WGN 
‘he Chicago Tribune station, for Kentucky Winners cigarets on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, while Bob Elson handles the review for Pabs! 
eer on the alternate days. 

Fleming handles the Winners broadcast because Elson regularly spic! 
the WGN baseball play-by-play for Old Gold cigarets, and the station can’t 
ce the same announcer plugging two ciggie brands. 


Series of practical jokes enlivening CBS press dept. 
regularity since early last autumn continues unabated. 
Latest was just before Ed Murrow recently sailed to become Europes! 
rep for Columbia. Murrow, being one of those chaps constantly conscious 
(Continued on page 50) 
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BASEBALL COMPETISH 


Swwiay Drove 





Kelloggs vs. General Mills On) 
Buffalo Games 

Buffalo, April 27. | 

Kelloggs have stepped into the | 


local baseball picture as competition 
| for General Mills. Jim Britt, WBEN 
| sports commentator, is doubling as 
WEBR’s baseball describer for Kel- 


logg’s. 


Roger Baker, of course, is carrying 
on in his seventh year, working for | 
Wheaties 

Britt’s assignment later will give 
WEBR something of a program | 
juggling problem. Okay while bal! 
sames are in the afternoon, but with 
warm weather most of Bison con- 
ests will come at night, when WEBR 
a heavy NBC Blue commercial 
chedule. 

No problem for 


iltei ym WGR 


Baker. as he 
ind WKBW. 


can 
nate 


Robert Simmons, tenor on Cities 
Service (Fri.. NBC-red), 


optioned 


ior pix by 20th-Fox on strength of 
‘reen test. Voice tests yet to be 


undergone. 
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A SUMMARY 
OF SUMMER 


RADIO FACTS” 


2,000,000 more U.S. radio families 


in the summer of 1937. 








34,000,000 radios in the United 


States this summer. 














77,000,000 U. S. family-hours of 


actual listening each summer day in’37. 





The pre-radio prejudice against sum- 





mer advertising melts before the facts. 





More and brighter Columbia summer 





programs in 1937 than ever before. 





Doesn’t this indicate a summer cam- 











~ paign on Columbia for you? 








* The facts behind these facts are available in a CBS Study recently 
distributed. If you have not yet seen a copy let us know. 











THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 485 Madison Avenue, New York 
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Jack Payne, Russ Tolg and Harry 
Eldred of WTMJ, Milwaukee Journal 
station, continuity staff, have au-| 
thored new script tagged ‘Left Cul- 
pepper,’ comedy baseball strip. will 
ride three-a-week for Gridley Dairy. 





Charles Armstrong directing Con- 
necticut WPA units during vacash of 
Homer B. Mason. 


Lucy Brooke Witt, saleswoman for 
WTAR. Norfolk, has returned to air 
with ‘Tips on the Shop Market’ after 
illness. 


Don Bolt, former newspaper man 
and late on announcing staffs of 
WWTAX and WCBS, Springfield, 
filinois, has joined annguncing staff | 


of KMBC, Kansas City. 


of sustainers captioned ‘Housewives | 
Matinee,’ 15-minute session of dia- | 
logue and recorded music handled by 
Ralph Powers and Brent Guntz. 


WFBR, Baltimore, has new series | 
| 





C. L. Rhodes, former announcer at | 
KARK. Little Rock, now with KOCA, 
Kilgore, Texas. 


Flamm, 


Donald WMCA, New 
York, prez, is building himself a 
ranch on 32 acres of New Jersey 
plains. 





WHBQ, Memphis, added James P. 
Turner to sales. From WBNY, Buf- 
falo, and WJAY, Cleveland. 





Frank Cooper, of Curtis and Allen, 
offering John Halliday and Marta 
Abba, top pair in the legit ‘Tovarich,’ 
for air guest gabs. 

John W. New, commercial man- 
ager of WTAR, Richmond, Va., in 
Baltimore after biz. 

Hardy Burt, formerly with WGPC, 
Albany, Ga., joins announcing staff 
at WATL, Atlanta. 











Purnell Gould, Bob Maslin, and 
Hope Barroll, of WFBR, Baltimore, 
will fly by special plane to N.A.B. 
convention in Chi. 

Al and Eunice Emmons, vaude 
brother-and-sister duo, in sings and 
patter, weekly on WELI, New Haven. 








Art Shaw, playing Shribman time 
in Newe England for Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, hits the Capitol theatre, 
Washington, April 30. 





‘Messages of Truth’ program on 
WMCA, N. Y., celebrates two years 
on air this week. 





Halsey Miller’s orchestra from 
Four Towers, Cedar Grove, N. J., and 


HERE AND THERE 





| guest visitor on Anice Ives’ ‘Every- 


l assistant manager of KOBH, 


|50 violins on his 





Al Anderson and his band from the 
Marry-Go-Round, Newark, have 
been added to Dance Parade on 
WNEW, N. Y. 








Ursula Parrott, author, will be 


woman's’ program on WMCA and 
Inter-City network Friday (30), 
till Melia, former announcer, has 
Publicity Associates as con- 


tact man, 


joined 


Howard E. Pill, general manager 
of WSFA, elected prez of the Rotary 
Club in Montgomery, Ala. 

Vernon F. Lyon, formerly Junior 
Radio Specialist for the Social Se- 
curity Board in Wash., D. C., now 
Rapid 
City, S. D. 





Stephen Fuld, of Radio Sales’ New 
York staff, sailed Saturday (24) fora 
European vacation, which will in- 
clude Coronation. 

Dan Donaldson, formerly at WEW, | 
St. Louis, has joined announcing 
staff at KMOX, St. Louis. 





Lloyd C. Smith, formerly with 
WKY, Oklahoma City, now on sales 
force of KMOX, St. Louis. 

Dave Rubinoff will play along with 
Chevy program 
May 2. 





Rosalind Marquis signed for sing- 
ing spot on Packard broadcast fo1 
remainder of series. 





Bob Cottingham transferred from 
NBC’s N. Y. publicity plant to post | 
of asst. news ed in Wash., D. C. 





Nedick’s going on WOR thrice | 
weekly with 15-min. newscasts by | 


Vincent Connolly during summer. 





Fred Palmer, of WLS production 
staff, supervising things at KOY, 


Phoenix. 





Tom Post auditioning his program 


‘It Could Be You’ to couple Chicago 
clients. 





ment, Chicago, leaves for vacation 
May 1, as Bill Ray of same office re- 
turns from his in Bermuda. 








Gaylord McPherson, formerly with 
WHO, Des Moines Barn Dance 


| Brown, from WOL, Washington. 


| merly 


ito the 


| (Kolynos) over CBS, May 11, Her- 
| man Bernie set. 


| number of programs on WHKC, Co- 


Dick McBroom, NBC press depart- 


Frolic, is now with WDOD, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., for latter’s Barn 
Dance Shindig. 





Charlie Althoff to make guest re- 
appearance on Ford’s Al Pearce 
Gang in May. 





WMCA, New York, spieler staff 
adds George Reid, from WLWL, 
N. Y.: Joe Tobin, from WOR; Sam 





G. A. (Rocky) McDermott, 
with WTAD, Quincy, 
Rockford, has been 
commercial staff at 


for- 
and 
added 
KFEL, | 





WROK, 


Denver 


Tom Harker has joined the New | 
York sales staff of Edward Petry & | 
Co. Harker was formerly with Cur- 
tis Publishing and the General Tire | 
& Rubber Co. 





Ray Hamilton, ‘singing organist’ 
formerly with WINS, New York, 
joins staff at WWJ, Detroit. 





Aunt 
guests on 


Jemima (Tess Gardell) 
‘Hammerstein Music Hall’ 





Andrew Stanton, staff announcer 
at WMCA, N. Y., doubling over to 
CBS as comn ‘ial copy spieler for 
‘Pretty Kitty * lly,’ five-a-weeker. | 

Rita McCusker has quit Mutual 
program dept., in which she was a| 
scribbler. 





Peter MacArthur, producer of the | 
WHO Iowa Barn Dance Frolic, is in 
Iowa Methodist hazpital, Des Moines, 
suffering from a foot infection. 





Larry Lawrence, featured on a 
lumbus, in the past few years, has 
switched his activities to WBNS, Co- 
lumbus. Will air three times weekly 
for Purol. 


Dupont has placed the Ray ei 
kins transcribed shows with WBNS, 
Columbus, for 13 weeks on a twice- 
a-week schedule. 





Ed Bronson, production manager 


mumps. 





manager WBIG, Greensboro, N. C. 





Ted Hammerstein CBS 
ee summer headquarters at 
Pine Brook lodge, Nichols, Conn., 
1936 Group Theatre strawhat site. 


troupe 








WBBM Has Idea Department But 








GOING PLACES 


New Studios 
New Offices 
New Talent 
New Peak Results 
for Advertisers 


it Is Now 





in Kansas City, Mo. 








Chicago, April 27. 

Recently adding Walter Preston 
and a couple special events men, for 
purpose of building new programs 
,and arranging trick broadcasts, 
| WBBM, midwest Columbia key, now 
| finds itself in the peculiar position of 
| being unable to air such programs 
because commercial commitments 
have taken practically all available 
time. 
| Only one of several ideas devel- 














oped by new idea department is 











che 








posal of our advertisers: 
1. The entertainment experience 








sts, all of which are at the dis- 


of LOEW’S THEATRES. 


. 2. The production resources of 


WHN 1540 Broadway METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER. 
the nation’s est marke 
effectively and economically More 3. The vast talents of the WHN 


and more advertisers are finding 
out that fact to their advantage. 





Represented by E. KATZ sP 





ARTISTS BUREAU. 


ECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 








No Open Time for Its Efforts 


‘Manhattan Mother,’ five-a-week 
script, and this had to be spotted 
late at night in time usually allotted 
to dance periods. Nor can Columbia 
find an outlet here to air ‘its special 
events and sustainers, having only 


to the hilt. Only other stations— 
WIND and WJJD, the Ralph Atlass 
duo—are unable to listen to CBS 
overtures, because there, too, time is 
at a premium. 


Position is reversed at NBC, where 
there are two outlets, WENR and 
WMAQ, the former being in a posi- 
tion to handle majority of sustain- 
ers and special pick-ups of the net. 
Also neither station is bothering with 
baseball broadcasts this year, which 
leaves afternoons wide open except 
| for spotted commercials. 
| Only sustainer of consequence to 
| be taken by local CBS key will be 
|Coronation ceremonies, which will 
| begin about 4:30 a. m. and last 
| throughout most of day, with com- 
mercials being cancelled, starting at 


fod 


}éa.m., 





Jacobs Bond Waxer 
Under Agency Ogle 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Eastern agencies are looking over 
the Carrie Jacobs Bond teaser, which 
was put on wax here under Jack 
Joy’s supervision. Quarter hour pro- 


old composer, and her philosophies 
| expounded in person. 

Alice Prindle and John Lear did 
the vocalizing, with a choral backup 
of 14 voices. Bob Sherwood is nar- 
rator, 


Joy produced, and batoned the 22- | 


yiece ork, 


Ernie Smith appointed production 


one outlet, WBBM, and that sold up | 


gram carries music of the 75-year- | 
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Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 





Free Baseball Skeds 
. New York. 

Baseball schedules of the N. Y. 
Giants and Yankee, Brooklyn, New 
Jersey and Newark teams this sea- 
son will be distributed in booklet 
form by Postal Telegraph offices and 
messengers as a result of a tie-up 
with Barney’s Clothes and its radio 
programs on several stations in the 


| Greater N. Y. area. 


As a result of the tie-in made by 
Phil Schuyler, of Postal, and Walter 
Kelly, advertising manager at Bar- 
ney’s, the telegraph messengers will 
make the schedules available on de- 
livery of messages, or for the ask- 
ing. They also are placed in all 
Postal offices in the Met district. 

Plugging Sponsors 
Columbus. 

WBNS has figured out a neat stunt 
to cash in on the annual Good Will 
Tour of the Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce, May 18-22. When the 
special train pulls out of here on its 
trip through other Ohio cities a 
drawing room will be converted into 
a model drugstore, stocked with ar- 
ticles manufactured and sold only by 
sponsors of WBNS programs. 


WLS’ Folk Music Festival 
Chicago. 

WLS backs the annual American 
Folk Music Festivals to the fullest 
extent, giving them free time, and 
mention as often as possible, feeling 
that, catering as the station does, to 
a folk music audience, backing the 
national annual festival of the so- 
ciety which draws groups from all 
over the country, it will receive na- 
tional publicity and much good will 
in return. 

This year’s festival will be held at 
Orchestra Hall, Chicago, May 22-28. 





KTUL’s Invisible Jury 

Tulsa, Okla. 
KTUL is running series titled ‘In- 
visible Jury’ to acquaint listeners 
with state laws and straighten out 

legal questions which nettle ’em. 
Two young lawyers and an ex- 
judge are on each period. Legal 
lights argue merits of different sides 
of each case up for consideration, 


of WCOL, Columbus, down with the | 27d the jurist hands down, and ex- 


| plains, each answer. 
| iaiianen 
Charter Members At Party 
Chattanooga. 
WDOD celebrated its 12th birth- 
day with program of old-timers who 
put on the first show a dozen years 


ago. Many of them recruited from 
present jobs to strut before newer 
microphones. 

Station started in 1925 with 50 


watts and two part-time employees. 
Now has 5,000 daytime, 1,000 night, 
and 60 full-time employees. Then it 
operated 18 hours a week—same as 
now being done in one day. 


Big Town Goes Small Town 
New York City. 

Hearst-owned WINS is inaugu- 
rating on May 4 series of programs, 
labeled ‘Civic Salute,” which will 
effort to acquaint New Yorkers with 
facts about the towns in immediate 
vicinity. 

In dealing with each of the small 











MacFarlane, Mutual Pre, 
Elected Prexy of ANPA 


; W. E. Macfarlane, prez of the 
Mutual network, was last week 
elected prez of the American News- 
paper Publishers’ Assn. at organiza- 
tion’s convention in N. Y. 
Connection with papers is business 
managership of the Chicago Tribune. 























Bob Stanley authoring a new 
script show, ‘John Martin, M.D..’ for 
five airings a week over KYA. San 
Francisco, and the California Radio 
System. Ivan Green and Lois Hamp- 
ton have leads. 








burgs, picture of the business, cul- 
tural and artistic backgrounds wil] 
be given. Mayors, big biz behemoths 
and civic boosters will be given mike 
access to hurrah about their hamlets, 


Listed for the weekly, Tuesday 
evening half-hour seriés of builduys 
are Bayonne, N. J.. Bronx, Brooklyn 


Elizabeth, N. J.. Queens, Richn 
Hackensack, Hoboken, Newark 
saic, N. J., Paterson, N. J., P 
New Rochelle and Mt. Vernon 


nd, 
Pase 
lh im, 
Stresses Own, Mentions Others 

New York City 
Al Simon, p. a. at WHN, is wri 


na 


a column of radio chatter y elcly 
and feeding it gratis to country 
papers within radius of the station's 
coverage. 

Though stressing WHN, Simon 


nevertheless uses patter about other 
stations and performers not ass)- 
ciated with the Loew-owned broad- 
caster. He gets the outside stuff 
from other p. a.’s. 

Weekly sheets can have the 
column either in plate or mat form. 





Weather By Phone 


Baltimore 
_ New service by a radio station wes 
inaugurated by WCBM here, which 
offers listeners weather reports by 
phone. Call to station by listeners 
contemplating trips or doings de- 
pendent upon weather brings com- 
plete sectional report by operator on 
duty daily until midnight. 





Free Pet Pictures 
San Francisco. 
Five-by-seven enlargements, made 
from negatives of pet pictures sub- 
mitted by listeners, are being sup- 
plied by KSFO in a merchandising 
tie-up with its Red Heart dog food 


programs and a_e6$sustainer, the 
Camera Club. Negatives must be 
accompanied by labels from three 


cans of the canine chow. Station has 
a deal with a commercial photog- 
rapher to do the printing and en- 
larging. 





Letting "Em Talk 
Denver. 

As a special feature of the news 
service of station KFEL, five days 
each week the station sets up its 
microphone in the state capitol 
building and members of the house 
and senate are given a chance to de- 
fend their stands on _ important 
issues. All bills under advisement 
are openly discussed and time is 
allotted for both advocates and op- 








WMCA 


NEW YORK’S 
OWN STATION 
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| WLW Talent Scout 
In New York 


WLW program representative will hold auditions for pro- 

fessional vocalists, novelty combinations, and specialty 

teams Monday and Tuesday, May 3rd and 4th, in the 
studios of WHN 


Telephone "WLW" 


AT THE 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


Saturday and Sunday, for appointments 
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WIMJ'S BURN-UP AT PETRY 





+ 


CBS’ Lease of KFSO, Frisco, Nixed 
By FCC Examiner: Sets Precedent 





Washington, April 27. 

Long-term leasing of broadcast 
stations received a smashing blow 
Monday (26) when Federal Commu- 
nications Commission Examiner 
Ralph H. Hyde recommended a turn- 
down for proposed renting of KFSO, 
San Francisco, to the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

Putting the Broadcast Division 
completely out on a limb by forcing 
radio commissioners to make up 
their minds on a subject which has 
been handled with gloves since the 
F. C. C. was founded, Hyde’s report 
strongly condemned the common 
practice of leasing a station over 
a long period of time when the ac- 
tual operating assignment runs for 
only a period of six months—its re- 
newal subject to commish approval. 
Formation of a policy governing fu- 
ture transactions of the KFSO- 
Columbia nature cannot well be 
avoided by the division, once Hyde’s 
report is taken under consideration. 

Web _ representatives, who had 
taken an okay on the $25,000 per 
annum lease for granted, were left 
gasping by the examiner’s recom- 
mendation. Check-up proved that it 
was the first time a commish ex- 
aminer had failed to sanction a 
rental proposition of this type. 

After reviewing financial details of 
the deal between Associated Broad- 
casters, Inc., owners of the 560 kc, 1 
kw transmitter, and Columbia, Hyde 
pointed out that ‘the chief consid- 
eration for the ‘rental’ agreed upon 
is the use or opportunity to use the 
operating assignment of Station 
KSFO, subject to the approval of 
the commission.’ 

Hyde’s condemnation of the appli- 


cation represented a heavy blow to 
Columbia, which has been angling 
for a major west coast station for 
several months. Agreeing to a 
$25,000 a year rental—until Jan. 1, 
1942, with options for two five-year 
extensions—plus cash equalling one- 
seventh of the gross annual income 
of the transmitter in excess of 
$175,000, network already had in- 
dulged in premature chop-licking 
over the prospects of fat yearly 
profits and greatly increased pres- 
tige. Both parties were ready to 
participate in an arrangement 
through which Columbia would ap- 
ply for a power jump from 1 to 5 
kw, agreeing to pay the lessors ad- 


ditional rent equalling one-seventh 
of the gross income exceeding 
$150,000. 


Rate Boost Profits 

According to testimony by Mefford 
Runyon, vice-president and _ assist- 
ant treasurer of Columbia, a boost 
in rates from $150 to $325 an hour 
would have brought in a gross reve- 
nue of $280,000. Estimating expenses 
at $250,000, 
000 net income. 

The proposed contract between 
Columbia and KFSO would have as- 
signed rights of the web to CBS of 
California, recently-formed  subsid 
of the parent corporation. Total as- 
sets of the California subsidiary 
were given as $449,861, with a net 
worth of $301,808. Station would be 
backed, however, by the powerful 
national system, which showed total 
assets of $10,748,331 and a net bank- 
roll of $7,411,573. 

According to testimony given at 
the hearing, KFSO bears a depreci- 
ated value of $38,865. 





network figured on $30,- | 
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|Antagonism of Stations Ver- 
sus Sales Reps Accentu- 
ated by Sarcastic Com- 
ment in WTMJ House 
Organ 


—_— 


OLD GROUCH 


Newest burn-up of a radio station 
at a sales rep is by Walter Damm, 
manager of WTMJ, owned by the 
Milwaukee Journal, against the Ed- 
ward Petry organization. It 
trates how resentful 
are of the ‘exclusive’ arrangement 
under which sales reps collect re- 
gardless. 

Damm in the WTMJ house organ 
called ‘The Dope Sheet’ made his 
peeve semi-public last week in the 
following paragraph: 

Please, Mr. Petry: 

‘This space is reserved for an item 

on the Petry organization but the 


il!us- 
some stations 


girls and boys are mighty stingy 
with news. Publicity dodgers! 


We'd like to know, for instance, how 
much Mr. Hank Christal’s European 
trip cost so that we can figure what 
part of it WTMJ paid for.’ 

Christal returned about a week ago 
from a two-month pleasure trip to 
the other side. He is a one-third 
partner in Edward Petry org. 

As long ago as the Colorado 
Springs convention one _ sales 
made a very bad impression on sta- | 








+ 











rep | WOR program dept. 


Correct Time Sponsors Clip 
Bulova Tick-Tick Monopoly 





CBS Page Boy Signed 
By Artists Service 


Bob Gibson, page boy at CBS, 
slipped out of his tunic this week 
and is now being offered as a singer 
by Columbia Artists. 

Lad was signed when CBS learned 
that he made a highly favorable im- 
pression auditioning at World Broad- 
casting for a new e.t. series being 
prepared for Drene, a Procter & 
Gamble shampoo. Gibson auditioned 
on own, then Columbia Artists fig- 
ured he was going places and that it 
was wise to keep it in the family. 





tion managers when he lost over 
$4,000 in a crap game in the broad- 
casters’ presence. ‘Big shot’ act 
failed work way rep in- 
tended. 

While the basis of the antagonism 
between reps and stations is eco- 
nomic the incidents that cause the 
ruckus to flare up every now and 
then are generally personality hap- 
penings that dramatize the deep- 
seated complaint. 

Rightly or wrongly 
see themselves as the 
sponsible for the sales 
perity. Limousine and 
displays accordingly get 
skins of stations. 
sounds just 
dramatize the 


to the 


station 
persons re- 
reps’ pros- 
chauffeur 
under the 
A trip to Europe 
princely enough to 
‘service’ situation 


men 





Teddy Salzburg has swjtched from 
to same shop 


|at Mutual. 


7’ 
- 








Chicago, April 27. 
Long-standing domination of radiv 
advertising for timepieces by Bulova 
is being seriously threatened, with 
practically every other watch com- 
pany in the land bombarding radio 
stations and networks for a wedge 
in on the radio situation. Especially 
are they trying to chop Bulova out 
of its cozy niche of time signais. 
Among those seeking time signal 
spots on any and all outlets are 
Longine, Gruen, Benrus, Elgin, La- 
vannes. Those also reported ready- 


ing to hop into the swim are Hamil- 
ton, Waltham and Illinois. Most of 
‘em already are on the air in lim- 


ited manner. 
Fancy Offers 

Bombardment of the stations by 
fancy offers from the other watch 
companies is gradually wearing ‘em 
down, especially where the _ rival 
timepiece companies are willing to 
signature for full schedules of time 
signals where Bulova seeks to spread 
its appropriation out to take in just 
a certain amount of the signals on 
each station. Where announcements 
are not available the newcomer 
watch firms in the radio picture are 
taking regular 15-minute and 30- 
minute programs. 


Tom Lane has joined the WOR, 
Newark, publicity staff, under G. W. 
(Johnny) Johnstone. Lane comes 
from the N. Y. Herald Trib and re- 
places Dorothy Haas, who went with 
Fanchon-Marco. 


Howard J. Perry has been named 


commercial manager of WTAG, 
Worcester. 
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ROBERT A. STREET 


Commercial Manager 
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‘Coronation Stalls Bi-Lingual Clash in 
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Canada, but Religious Bias Flares Up 


Prime Minister Mackenzie King un- 
equivocably denied that any such 
pressure had put Vachon on the CBC 
he also refused to meet 





Montreal, April 27. 


With Parliament adjourning sooner 
than usual in order that the solons 





av e ' t Prime | directorate; 

may attend the Coronation, 7: x 
Minister Mackenzie King has de- | the Moore demand that a Protestant 
cided to take no action on the | minister should also be appointed so | 
demand of Opposition Leader R. B. | that the interest of the Protestant | 


| churches be safeguarded.’ 
| spair ¢ -onsistent 
eral manager of the Canadian Broad- | Almost in despair at the consisten | 
casting Corp., be instantly dismissed abuse aimed at Federal-controlled 
se Phy foc . | + , + “a ao} . est 
for his (Murray’s) remarks before | broadcasting by most religious de- | 
‘ : + . ay ‘ ‘ CAA e | é * “- 
the Canadian Club here that it was | nominations In Canada, the Prime 


Bennett that Gladstone Murray, gen- 


the aim of CBS to make Canada | Minister p yinted out that surely, on | 
. | ‘ . + © > Iventacta 

‘bilingual.’ The subject, however, is | reflection, ‘no reasonable Protestant | 
expected to come up again when | in Canada will assume that mem- | 


Parliament re-convenes. bership of two Roman Catholics out | 

Meanwhile Murray has stated that | of a board of nine indicated undue 
he will go ahead with his new influence or pressure.’ He recalled 
‘broadened policy.’ His objective is | that Professor Vachon, while ad- | 
toward a network of high-powered | mitted to the priesthood as a young | 
stations across the continent, this to | man, was now professor of science 
be supported by relatively low- | at Laval University. er 
powered stations which will fill in | was the second Roman Catholic on 
the gaps and also provide outlets | the board but the other seven were 
for local aspirations in a country non-Catholic. | 
which is now in the throes of bitter 
sectional differences. 

Catholic vs. Protestant 

Goaded into a sharp reprimand by 
the action of Rev. Albert Moore, 
secretary of the United Church of 
Canada, who had stated that the ap- 
pointment of Professor A. Vachon 
of Laval University to the board of 
the Canadian Rroadcasting Commis- 
sion had indicated an inference of 
undue power and influence wielded 
by the Roman Catholic Church, 








COLLEGIATES 
AS EXECS 











First instance of radio trying to 
deveiop future execs through 
planned training courses has, after 
its initial trial, been deemed a ten- 
tative success by CBS and will be 
continued. Idea of selecting likely 
lads right out of college, giving ‘em 
supervised experience in various de- 
partments and then placement into 


tom of various industrial outfits. 
Last July CBS chose six boys 


sending ’em through a training 
course in four of the network's de- 
partments, research, production, 
script and program service. Lads 
get $25 a week, with their real pro- 
motion to begin after they ‘graduate 
and a fresh crop of likelies is taken 
in hand. 

Each department head personally 
supervises the boys’ induction into 
Columbia’s workings. When time 
comes for ’em to be absorbed in or- 
ganization, they'll be permitted to 
request a specific spotting, though 
final Uecision on their aptitude for 
particular placement rests with CBS 
Personnel Chief. 

Sifted 
COMBINATION | Annual selections are to be made 
EE in cooperation with Placement 


* * | Bureaus at 20 schools east of the 


Mississippi. Applicants send data on 
AND 


selves, and during Easter vacation 


about 25 seniors are sorted out and 
asked to come to N. Y. at own ex- 
pense for an 0.0. 
in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 
WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 











Network selects its likelies on 
their scholastic record, extra-cur- 
ricular activities and literary or 
dramatic work during college years; 
personal appearance also swings 
some weight. 

As yet boys only have made the 
grade, but femmes can compete, too. 
Several are high in the running 























Dir.s WALTER BATCHELOR among the crop of applicants up for 
* * | final weeding out for the '37 class. 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


) 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99“*/100 "/o pure 





| 

LISTEN TWICE DAILY | 

NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST § 

IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST ff 
he COAST TO COAST 


Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLOG., NEW YORK CITY 


| Hollywood. 


regular jobs, has long been a cus-| 


newly diploma’d and since has been | 





Pacific Coast Notes 


(Continued from page 44) 


Carnival airers over the NBC-Red 
web from San Francisco, the weekly 
programs are being handled by Ken 
Carney, program director, Frank 
Cope, production manager, and pro- 
ducers Arnold Maguire and Cameron 
Prud’homme. 








heading for Hollywood. Aubrey, 
formerly with the network, has been 
in Australia for several months. 








Pete de Lima topping the radio ; 
setup of Small-Landau agency in| Herb Sanford xylophoning with 
Walter Rudolph’s ork at KYA, San 


‘ Francisco. 





J. Clarence Myers, KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, doing a half-hour variety show 
labeled ‘Frivolities’ over California 
Radio System. 


David Syme, Australian radio exec, 
loading up on scripts for waxing 
back home. 





Sam Pierce chucked the writer- 
producer job on KHJ (Los Angeles) 
‘Calling All Cars’ for another con- 
nection. 








Charles Sayler named public rela- 
tions director for Don Lee chain. 





BILL BY 
GUFFEY 


Richard Mack and Shirley Ward in 
Hollywood to script the new Chase 
& Sanborn show. 

Salvatore Santaella, radio maestro, 
down with pneumonia. 





Tiny Ruffner rushing the summer 





. . . Pes = 9” 
season fast with his white flannel Washington, April 27. 
getup Another set of proposed amend- 


ments to the 1909 copyright law, 
throwing greater protection around 


| C. L. Harris, formerly of KRKO, 
| Everett has joined the sales staff of |° ; 

KOMO-KJR. into the legislative hopper last week. 
Senator Joseph Guffey of Pennsyl- 
vania, Thursday (22) sponsored a 
measure similar to last year’s Daly 
bill, which embodies ideas put for- 
ward by Fred Waring’s National As- 
sociation of Recording Artists. 

Principal difference between the 
shelved Daly bill and the new Guf- 
fey measure is that rights of inter- 
preters and performers are set forth 
at several points in the text. Guffev 
does not put rendition rights in same 
class with creators’, but stipulates 
that right to communicate copy- 
righted material via radio, television, 
etc., does not carry the privilege of 
reproducing ‘a rendition by the au- 
thor of the performance’ on records, 
discs, sound tracks, tapes, or other 
similar means. 

Retaining present $250 minimum 
damage clause, Guffey bill reserves 
superior rights to creators. Inter- 
preters’ rights would not interfere 
with, curtail, limit, or infringe the 
rights of the author, but would be 
additional privileges. 

Measure went to the Senate Pat- 
ents Committee, which so far has 
made no arrangements for hearings 
on copyright revision suggestions, 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


(Continued from page 46) 
of sleek grooming, had a ‘tailor’ pop into his office during last days here 


and intro self as being sent by Bill Paley, CBS’ prez, to measure Murrow 
for a ‘Coronation suit.’ 


KOMO-KJR studios Seattle now 
produce ‘Lars and Lena’ played by 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Johnson, the 
former’ staff announcer. Fisher 
Flouring Mills sponsoring. 








| Harry Rogers, former program 
;manager at KYA, San Francisco, 
| emceed a spelling bee which was 
| auditioned by NBC sales and pro- 
|} gram execs last week. 





Joe Rardin, warbler and comic, 
with Paul Pendarvis band at Palace 
| Hotel, San Francisco, filled a guest 
| spot on the Signal Oil Carefree Car- 
| nival. 





M. L. Peterson on sales staff at 
| KFRC, San Francisco. —~ 





Thomas D. Jones, ex-KFWB, Hol- 
lywood, now doubling as_ script 


writer and spieler at KYA, San 
Francisco. - 





Will Aubrey, ‘Bard of the Byways,’ 
hello’d friends on the NBC staff in 
San Francisco last week before 

















Two indie stations in Los Angeles hit on a hot topic in airing the work- 
ings of the postoffice. Just when a third station edged in for a helping. 
Postmaster Farley, in Washington, toid them all to get off. One was called 


‘Postal Oddities’ while the other concerned itself with interviewing the 
p.o. toppers. 





Radio wing of the WPA will service free its scripts to any college or 
university radio or dramatic workshop. Thought is that this idea comes 
under classification of furthering cultural advancement in the U. S. Schools 
were so notified of the playlets’ availability this week. 


Scripts are of air shows either already put on by 
for presentation. 
Project. 


WPActors, or primed 
They were penned by those on the Federal Writers’ 





Coast television took a step up when Harry Lubcke, visio chief for the 
Don Lee chain, transmitted a 300-image more than 10 miles at the rate 
of 24 repeats a second. Sight-and-sound demonstration was received at 
California Institute of Technology at Pasadena and won the acclaim of 
savants assembled there. It marked the first time in 10 years of experi- 
menting by Lubcke that the carry covered such a distance. 





Historian James Truslow Adams has given the WPA radio project— 
sans fee—the right to make air dramatizations out of v 
‘Epic of America,’ one of his recent works. 


WPA now cooking up the programs and casting around for a station to 
spot ’em on. 


arious chapters in 





CBS has received word from its Washington office that action on the 
application for transfer of KSFO, San Francisco, to the network, is ex- 
pected within the next four or five weeks. Neither side is doing anything 


to speed up the thing, although the leasing and option to buy deal was 
closed some six months ago. 





Soundproof broadcasting room has been built in the House Office Bldg., 
Washington, D. C., from which congressmen can air or have transcriptions 
cut. All networks have lines run in. Political windbags can now bellow 
without annoying outsiders, and vice versa. 


NEW COPYRIGHT 


interpretations and renditions, went | 


Koran Readings in Arabic Most 
Popular Items as Radio Hits Desert 


Wednesday, April 28, 1937 





By ARTHUR SETTEL 
Cairo, April 10. 

Egyptian State Broadcasting Sery. 
ice is shortly to undertake broad. 
casting of all Arabic programs on 
short wave for Arabic-speaking 
peoples in North and South Amer. 
ica, according to K. T. Ferguson 
director of Marconi Co. of Egypt. 
Ltd. ies 


Service which now caters to 
listeners in Turkey, Persia. Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Arabia, 


Yemen, Egypt and the Sudan, has 
proved extremely popular. Particu- 
larly favored are the Koran readings, 
one of the oldest forms of Arab en- 
tertainment. 

A Moslem gets both entertainment 
and instruction from Koran readings 
which have for centuries been a 
tradition in every Arabic village 
throughout the world. Egypt 
the best talent in this field in the 
world, and as a result radio has 
penetrated into the very heart of the 
Arabian desert, Ferguson said. 

Broadcasting is a new develop- 
ment in this country. Two-and-a- 
half years ago the Cairo studios were 
built with the aid of the British 
Broadcasting Co. and Marconi money 


has 


bags. Radio here faced a tough job 
at the outset, the population of 
Egypt being a conglomerate of 


Egyptions, Greeks, Italians, British, 
French, Germans and others. 

At first 70% was Arabic songs and 
the 30% was European phonograph 
records. The public howled and 
threatened not to tune in at all. Al- 
ternative stations were erected. 

Speeches were a magnificent flop 
as they are here in English, and the 
Koran readings (which at first 
startled the religious leaders) were 
substituted with great success. No 
politics or advertising allowed, 
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It's Bob Reichenbach, not Oscar, 
now. CBS sales exec in San Fran- 
cisco changed first names for his | 
Camera Club broadcasts over KSFO. 


Buys 20-Word Chain 


$10 





Zela Lane, subbing as warbler at 
KFRC, San Francisco, while Mary 
Ann Harris tours with Ellis Kim- 
ball's band. 











Break Announcemenis 
Before, After or Between MUTUAL and NBC 
programs on 


List of Available Chain Breaks and Quantity Discounts 
Airmail on Request to 
GENE O'FALLON, KFEL SALES MGR., ALBANY HOTEL, DENVER 
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“Trade Radio Time for Stock in Co, | 2 Kelly Smith in Chi 


_ RADIO 











New Contingent-Basis 


Offer to Stations 


Made by Charles Hughes 





chicago, Avsit 2. |WA, ABC’S LIQUOR IDEAS 


Just when everybody was con- 
vinced that contingent-type business 
was out of radio, along comes a spon- | 
sor who is offering stations a ‘sub- | 
stantial interest’ in his business in 
return for time on the outlet. This | 
offer of a piece of the business is 
being made to radio outlets by 
Charles Hughes for the 42nd St 
cosmetic firm. 

Hughes has had the 42nd St. cos- 
metic company on WGN for more 
than a year with a weekly 30-min- 
ute script show tagged ‘Behind the 


Camera Lines.’ Before going into 
the cosmetic biz Hughes was a 
standard ether scribbler around 


town, and had much to do with the 
early ‘First Nighter’ programs for 
Campana. 

In his letter to stations Hughes is 


pointing out that he’s trying to 
widen his distribution area for the 
cosmetic. He lists the company as 


a $100,000 stock outfit. 


Spielers Double-X Donors 
Of Sandwiches; Call ’Em 
By Informal Names Only 


Owl eateries try to coax free plugs 
out of New York stations airing re- 
cordings and spot blurbs in the wee 
a. m. hours. They send the an- 
nouncers pails of mocha and stacks 
of sandwiches, hoping they'll get 
establishments plugged by name by 
the grateful spielers. 

Very rarely do the eateries receive 
the publicity nod they seek. An- 
nouncers cross ’em up by thanking 
the chowder coops via first name of 
manager or owner; and, if that is 
unknown, spielers just skip it. 


HAS RADIO WORRIED 


Rickmond, April 27. 

Radio station executives in Vir- 
ginia are trying to dope out signifi- 
cance of recent announcement by 
State’s Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board that the Board was cons 
ing regulations prohibiting 
broadcasts originating in the 
which advertise alcoholic beve 


4 


der 
rad Oo 
State 
races 


ABC Board recently banned out- 





} 


door advertisements of hard liquors, | 


and ordered all licensees to remove 
poster advertising and displays from 
store windows. Some radio execs 
view it as a political gesture for the 
dry vote in not-too-distant elections. 


125-Piano pee 


To Open Nat’! Music Wk. 


Indianapolis, April 27. 

To open National Music Week, In- 
dianapolis, will present to the nation 
through both NBC and CBS, the 125 
grand piano festival on Sunday (2). 
This is second-year for mass grand 
plano give-out, and eniire stunt is 
the brain-child of Frank O. Wilking. 
local piano merchant. 





Total of 1,500 Indiana pianists will 
take part, in groups of 125, to fill the 
keyboards of the grands. Pianos 
will see action both at 2:45 in the 
afternoon and eight at night, with 
seating capacity of 15,000 each per- 
formance in the Butler U. field house 
and gym. 





Robert Denton, after a year with 
NBC in Chicago, returns to WBEN, 


| Buffalo, to specialize in production. 





Chicago, April 27. 

J. Kelly Smith, chief of Colum- 
bia’s Radio Sales division, in town 
for a stay of several weeks to make 
a personal campaign on CBS local 
sales in the midwest. 

While here Smith fs readying a 
new info setup on the Radio Sales 
outlets, making up a reference book 
for each of the stations which will 
give salesmen and other complete 
answers to any and every question 
concerning the CBS-owned trans- 
mitters. 


L. A. MUSICIANS’ 


| the missing exec is 


RADIO PRICE 
LIST 


Hollywood, April 27. 
L. A. musicians 
Mcnday 
to the 
in order to 
Those 
weekly 


union ata meeting 
(26) voted an amendment 
price list 
pread employment. 


playing four or more days 


and earning not more than 
$35 weekly are prohibited from play- 


more than two transcontinentals 


ing 
equivalent to one and one-half hours 
weekly. 

Those earning over $35 are limited 
to one transcontinental. Those not 
steadily employed are permitted not 
more than two hours of transcon- 
tinentals weekly 

Although amendment was carried 
by a majority vote, no decision was 
reached. Requires two-thirds vote 
to ratify. 


WORK Joins Inter City 


WMCA-Inter City chain adds sta- 
tion WORK, York, Pa., this week. 

Newcomer to the regional web is 
1,000-watter and a member of the 
Mason-Dixon group. 








| doesn’t take anything away 


on chain broadcasts | 
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Not a Scenaris but Much Like One Is 


ae 


Story of Radio Producer Who Vanished 





Ad agency with a couple of ac- 
counts in radio has an inside mystery 
of its own which for strangeness of 
fact tops anything that has been sub- 
mitted to date to the outfit in script 
form. Execs and personnel are more 
curious than agitated about the cir- 


cumstances of the whodunit, which | 
they have tagged, ‘The Mystery of | 
the Missing Radio Director.’ As far 


concerned, 
but that 
from the 


as the agency’s payroll is 
an ‘ex,’ 


mystery 

Before joining this particular 
agency the fellow had worked fo1 
a New York station and a couple of 
other agencies. He was known 
around the trade smart show- 
man but with grandiose ideas of 
doing things. He had just completed 
an elaborate radio campaign, and the 
going had let down considerably. 


| 
aS a 


| 
| 


It was of a morning last November 


when his secretary entered his of- 
| fice and noticed that there was some 
| thing odd looking about the top of 
his desk Closer scrutiny disclosed 
the reason. All his personal effects 


the drawers, they found the radio 
director had taken all personal pa- | 
pers but left all company stuff in a 
neat pile. 
Mysterious 

Inquiries at his apartment house 





were gone. The steno called one of 


the firm’s officials and, going through 


disclosed that the fellow had pulled 
out the night before and left no for- 
warding address. His friends outside 
the office said that they were equally 
mystified as to his whereabouts. 
Following week the job was filled 
by another, but, although the firm 
has never heard from him, it knows 
that he is around somewhere. Ever 
since his mysterious walkout he has 
had somebody call for his mail at 
intervals of two and three weeks. 
Each time it’s a_ different gal. 
They’re all good lookers and flashily 
dressed. Only words they ever 
speak are: ‘Is there any mail for 








Mr. ?? Attempts to get them into 
conversation have in every case 
proved futile. 

Heads of the agency, rated as one 
of the most sedate and conservative, 
would prefer to have it all remain a 
mystery. Missing exec owes them 
nothing, and they see no reason for 
stirring up any publicity by callins 
in the or pri- 
vate detective 


U. of Mich. Athletic 
Director Asks License 
For Experimental Sta. 


cops even engaging a 


agency. 


Detroit, April 27. 
Seeking a permit for combo com- 
mercial-experimental station at Ann 


Arbor, Mich., Fielding H. (Hurry 
Up) Yost, University of Michigan 
athletic director, 1 in Washington 


for a he before Communica- 
tions Commish. 

Yost is president of the Ann Arbor 
Broadcasting Co., Inc. He is accom- 
panied by F. H. Weissinger, execu- 
tive vice-president of ‘the 
testified that the company 
tended offering university 


aring 


company, 
who in- 
tudents a 
chance to learn broadcasting, i 
talized at $50,000 and has backing 
of local merchants. U. of M. athletic 
events would be aired from station, 
and Yost would 
without pay. 

Opposing the grant are the Deca- 
tur Newspapers, Inc., Decatur, IL, 
which seeks a permit on the same 
frequency; the Washtenaw Broad- 
casters, Inc., of Ann Arbor, and a 
Long Island City station 


capl- 


serve as president 


Wilt Gunzendorfer, Tommy Lee 
Artists Bureau chief in San Fran- 
cisco, has been confabing with Holly- 
wood execs concerning enlargement 
activities. Bureau may handle stage 
and screen, as well as radio talent. 





* 





To the listener in remote places : 


¢ The 500,000 watts power of WLW 
brought radio to you. 


e It is good radio because of ‘the un- 
matched program resources of WLW. 


e You and the many thousand others have 
come to depend upon the clear, strong 
signal provided by WLW’s high power. 


e It is this dependence upon WLW near 
and far that makes... 


WLW —“THE NATION'S STATION” 
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KYW, Philly, Building New | 
Quarters Costing 6006 


| 





Philadelphia, April 27. 

New $600,000 building will be 
erected on Walnut street, back of 
present location to house KYW. 
Ground for the building was broken 
Thursday (22), It is expected to be 
ready for occupancy Nov. 1. 

Station is now sharing building | 
with WCAU, scheme that has been 
in effect since it moved here from 
Chicago, and management was taken 
over by Levy brothers, owners of | 
WCAU. But Levys and Westing- 
house, owners of KYW, had parting | 
of the ways a while back, and two | 
sets of studios in one building be- 
came uncomfortable. 

New six-story building 
taken on 20-year lease. 


Chi Broadcasters Meet 


will be 





Chicago, April 27. 
Members of the Chicago Associa- | 
tion of Broadcasters yesterday (Mon- | 
day) elected Glenn Snyder, WLS, | 
president, while Gene Dyer, WGES, | 
and Bill Hutchinson, WAAF, snapped | 
up the posts of secretary and treas- 
urer, respectively. 

Then they adjourned, and will 
probably meet next year for another 
election. 





WSOC’s Expansion | 





Charlotte, N. C., April 27. 

WSOC has bought 22 acres north 
of this city for the site of its new 
transmitting plant and antenna 
towers, when and if the Federal 
Communications Commission  ap- 
proves the station’s application for a 
boost to 1,000 watts. Outlet is now 
operating at 250 watts and proposes 
to spend $40,000 for the new plant. 

Offices and studios will remain in 
the Mecklenburg hotel, where the 
WSOC antennae are now also lo- 








cated. 


New Philly Agency 


Philadelphia, April 27. 
A new ad agency, headed by 
George H. Thornley, formerly senior 
vice-prez of N. W. Ayer, has been 
formed here. 
John Price Jones is chairman of 
the board of the new firm, to be 
known as Thornley & Jones, Inc. 


FESULTS? 
COUNT MOST 


CKY, WINNIPEG, 


Canada’s Largest Radio 
Station 


Now Represented by Us 
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SUNDAYS 





| ing Co., asked 1310 ke frequency. 








F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Feenamint May Stick 





EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Arkansas: Night power jump from 500 watts to 1 kw 
was recommended for KARK, Little Rock, by Exam- 
iner John P. Bramhall. : 

Although the increase would cause objectionable in- 
terference to WGST. Atlanta, Ga., KFNF, Shenandoah, 
Ia.. and several other stations, Bramhall based his 
recommendation on the fact that a recent boost for 
WGST caused interference to KARK and that KFNF 


| has an application pending which will have the same 


effect. Granting of the application would ‘equalize any 
interference that might exist between KARK and 
WMMN. WGST, KFNF or KUSD,’ Bramhall told 
commish. 

Ben S. Fisher appeared for KARK, with James D. 
Cunningham representing the F. C. C. 

District of Columbia: Establishment of a 1 kw trans- 
mitter for Washington, to be operated on the new 1570 
ke frequency, was frowned on by Examiner Ralph L. 
Walker because it would preclude granting of a similar 
application for Trenton, N. J. 

One of three contenders for the privilege of con- 
ducting research in high fidelity broadcasting, Eugene 
Meyers, wealthy publisher of the Washington Post, 


| was stymied in his plans to construct a $31,000 station 


in the national capital. Meyers was represented by 
Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G. Loucks. 

Florida: New station for Jacksonville, to be operated 
on 1290 ke with 250 watts, was okayed by Examiner 
Melvin H. Dalberg, who found that two existing Jack- 
sonville transmitters, WJAX and WMBR, carry prin- 
cipally chain programs and that a need existed for 
broadcasts of local character. : 

Outfit. the Metropolis Company, showed a net worth 
of $1.236.096 and John H. Perry, major stockholder, 
displayed previous experience in broadcasting. Perry 
is principal owner of the Pensacola Broadcasting Co., 
licensee of WCOA. No interference would result 
from granting the request, Bramhall contended. 

Metropolis Company engaged Clarence C. Dill and 
James W. Gum to appear in their behalf. Andrew G. 
Haley represented the commish. 

Georgia: Application of the North Georgia Broad- 
casting Co., for a daytime smallie at Rossville, to be 
operated on 1200 ke, was squelched by Examiner P. 
W. Seward, who told the commish that he could find 
no real need for additional service in the area pro- 
posed to be served. 

Iowa: New 100-watter for Cedar Rapids was tem- 
porarily ash-canned when Examiner George H. Hill 
decided financial qualifications of Stanley Reid and 
Charles Boegel, Jr., were not substantial enough to 
guarantee their ability to construct a broadcast station. 
Applicant Reid would need to negotiate loans on his 
real estate to swing the proposition, Hill pointed out, 
while Boegel could not show ‘any assets whatever.’ 

Reid and Stanley, applying as the Rapids Broadcast- 
John B. Brady was 
legal representative for the applicants, while Hugh B. 
Hutchison acted on behalf of the commish. 

Maine: Station for Portland, to be operated on 1210 
ke with 100 watts, was recommended by Melvin H. 
Dalberg after sifting through four applications from 
the same state. Cumberland Broadcasting Company, 
Inc., with A. S. Moffat owning 598 out of 600 shares of 
stock, showed itself capable of signing up for commer- 
cial programs with Columbia Broadcasting, the Co- 
lonial Network and Mutual to furnish additional need- 
ed service in the area proposed to be served. Outfit, 
in Dalberg’s opinion, had the edge on the Twin City 
Broadcasting Company, Inc., which asked the same 
assignment for a new station at Lewiston and prom- 
ised better programs and a more experienced per- 
sonnei. 

Another Lewiston applicant, Philip J. Wiseman, 
failed to show up at the hearings, while Arthur E. 
Seagrave, seeking a Lewiston station on 1420 kc, with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days, presented an ‘ex- 
tremely meager’ case, according to Dalberg, and failed 
to show sufficient financial backing for the enterprise. 

Applications of Seagrave and Twin City Broadcast- 
ing Co. were recommended for commish denial, while 
that of Philip Wiseman was marked for dismissal as 
in the case of default. Legal talent employed consisted 
of Paul D. P. Spearman for the Cumberland people; 
John M. Littlepage, Thomas P. Littlepage, William A. 
Porter and Alton M. Lessard, for Twin City; Ben S. 
Fisher, for Wiseman, and Howard S. LeRoy for Sea- 
grave. Frank U. Fletcher was retained by the com- 
mish. 








Massachusetts: Station for Barnstable, on Cape Cod, 
won the nod from Examiner Dalberg when George 
M. Haskins, asking the same assignment of 1210 ke 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, withdrew his 
application. Haskins had planned to erect a transmit- 
ter at Hyannis, also on the Cape. 

Cape Cod Broadcasting Company, comprising a part- 
nership between two business women—Harriett M. 





Alleman and Helen W. MacLellan—fiashed a bankroll 


| of $241,075 to convince Dalberg they could finance a 


$20,000 station. Two college graduates, who have been 
variously occupied in the real estate business, banking 
business and recently in operating a drug store, plan to 
service cranberry growers on the Cape with the latest 
weather reports as well as supply programs of an ‘in- 
teresting and well diversified nature,’ Dalberg con- 
cluded. 





| sented WMEX, 
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Frequency change and juice-jump for WMEX, Bos- 


| ton, which would send station’s power up to 5 kw from 
| its present assignment of 100 watts nights, 250 watts 


days, was given the go-ahead signal by Examiner 


| Bramhall despite squawks from other Boston-transmit- 


ters and WLAC, Nashville, Tenn., which occupies the 
1470 ke frequency to which WMEX would change. 

Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G. Loucks repre- 
with Andrew G. Haley and Walter 
Johnson appearing for the commish. 

Minnesota: Minneapolis daytime smallie was turned 
down by Examiner Dalberg because of the apparent 
inability of the proposed owner, Arthur H. Croghan, 
to pay the bills in case the venture should not operate 
at a profit. 

Croghar, a radio edvertising man, requested the 1310 
ke frequency with 100 watts power, daytimes. 

Texas: Turndown for the Oak Cliff-Dallas County 


Broadcasting Co., for a daytime station on 1500 watts 
was recommended by Examiner Robert L. Irwin and 
conditional grant for A. L. Chilton for a more power- 
ful station was approved. 

Oak Cliff corporation, headed by Richard S. Gozzaldi 
Dallas advertising man, would not serve public interest, 
convenience and necessity, Irwin claimed, but Chilton, 
operating daytimes on 990 ke with 1 kw, could render 
a needed type of service. Oak Cliff assignment also 
would involve interference to stations proposed by the 
Dallas Broadcasting Co., and the Centennial Broad- 
casting Co., examiner concluded. 

If either the Dallas or Centennial company recelves 
a denial on its application, Irwin recommended grant- 
ing of the Oak Cliff plea, but in the event of commish 
approval of the two former stations, Oak Cliff’s re- 
quest should be scrapped. 


New Jersey: Construction of three 250-watt stations, | 


comprising a main transmitter at Trenton and two 


boosters near Princeton and Burlington, on the un- | 


tapped 1570 ke ribbon, was recommended to the com- 
mish by Examiner Ralph L. Walker. 

In applying for the new high fidelity frequency, the 
Trenton Times, publisher of several newspapers in the 
city of Trenton, promised extensive experimentation 
with a view to the development of high fidelity broad- 
casting and proposed to set aside a period of from two 
to 12 months for experimental work only. Times was 
represented by George O. Sutton and James L. Proffitt. 

Wisconsin: Denial of the Milwaukee Journal Co.’s 
application for a 1 kw station to be operated on the 
new 1570 ke frequency was recommended by Exam- 
iner Ralph Walker, when a Trenton, N. J., request for 
the same assignment was found to give greater prom-, 
ise of high fidelity experimentation. 

Wyoming: Contingent upon the outcome of a case 
now pending in the U. S. Court of Appeals, granting 
of the application of the Frontier Broadcasting Co., 
for a Cheyenne station to be operated on 1420 ke with 


Examiner P. W. Seward. 

Declaring a need for additional service of a local 
nature existed in the area, Seward gave the corpora- 
tion a clean bill of health, but declared the case of 
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For Wk.-to-Wk.. Tests 


Feenamint, set to fade off Mutual 
for summer on May 23, is consider. 
ing lingering beyond that date on a 
week-to-week basis and try out sev. 
eral types of programs in an effort 
to determine what sort of show will 
be used for fall return. Close check 
will be kept on public reaction dur. 
ing the trial sessions. 

Account is now 








dickering with 
Bernarr Macfadden Publications to 
l effect a tie-in which will permit 
dramatizations of printed yarns. This 
| year Feenamint used a variety p 

| gram. <a 
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| 
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|3 McClatchy Coast Stations 
Getting Maxwell Program 


San Francisco, April 27. 
| Three McClatchy outlets in Cali- 
fornia (KFBK, Sacramento; KMjJ. 
Fresno; KWG, Stockton) will be 
added to the NBC-Red stations on 
the Coast releasing the repeat airing 
of the Maxwell House Show Boat 
for General Foods beginning Thurs- 
day (29). Show shifts to the Red at 
an earlier hour, 7:15 p.m., PST. after 
a winter session on the Coast Blue 
Eastern broadcast has always been 
on the Red. 


Busse’s Time Switch 











Chicago, April 27 

Harry Busse orchestra continues 
on a new setup with Mar-O Oil 
Shampoo, but switches to a new 
time. Will hit on Sundays at 10:45 
a.m. central time on the NBC red, 
starting May 2. This is the third 
| option pick-up of Busse band by the 


Paul H. Heitmeyer, whose request for a Cheyenne | sponsor. 


station was denied by the commish, must first be 


Busse himself lammed to the Coast 


thrown down by the courts, since the town cannot | on a short two-week vacash 


support two transmitters. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: A. L. Beaird, Jasper, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 1 kw. 

Alaska: KFQD, Anchorage Radio Club, Inc., Anchor- 
age, authority to transfer control of corporation from 
J. P. Hannon to R. E. McDonald, 166 shares common 
stock. 

Iilinois: Decatur Newspapers, Inc., Decatur, 
special broadcast station to be operated on 1550 ke with 
1 kw. 

Kansas: John P. Harris, Hutchinson, new station to be 
operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

New York: WQXR, Interstate Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
New York, jump juice from 1 to 5 kw: WLWL, Mis- 
sionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle, New York, 
voluntary assignment of license to Arde Bulova. 

Ohio: WBLY, Herbert Lee Blye, Lima, increase 
power from 100 to 250 watts; Frazier Reams, Mansfield, 
change name of applicant for new station to be oper- 
ated on 1370 ke with 100 watts days only from Frazier 
Reams to Richland Broadcasting Co. 

Oklahoma. KTUL, Tulsa Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Tulsa, erect directional antenna for night use, increase 
power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 
5 kw days; United Broadcasting Co., Tulsa, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WGBI, Scranton Broadcasters, Inc., 
Scranton, license to use present transmitter of WQAN, 
Scranton, as an auxiliary transmitter for WGBI (con- 
tingent on granting of application to use WGBI’s trans- 
mitter as WQAN’s main transmitter and increase 
power); WQAN, Scranton, use of present main trans- 
mitter as an auxiliary (contingent on granting of ap- 
plication to use WGBI’s transmitter as WQAN’s main 
transmitter and increase power), also requests use of 
WGBI’s transmitter as a main transmitter and power 
jump from 250 to 500 watts. 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: KGB, Don Lee Broadcasting System, San 
Diego, raise power from 1 to 5 kw (to be heard before 
Broadcast Division); KJBS, Julius Brunton & Sons Co., 
San Francisco, change frequency from 1070 to 1080 ke 


and hours of operation from limited to specified (to | 


be heard before Broadcast Division). 
Illinois: Zenith Radio Corp., Chicago, new television 
broadcast station to be operated on experimental basis 


under provisions of Rules 1031, 1033 and 1034, on fre- | 
quencies 42,000-56,000 and 60,000-86,000 ke, visual power 


1,000, aural power 1,000 watts. 
Louisiana: State Broadcasting Corp., New Ogéans. 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 ‘watts. 


Michigan: Ann Arbor Broadcasting Co., Inc., Ann | 


ANA CIN 


Arbor, new special broadcast station to be operated on 
1550 ke with 1 kw, using directional antenna system 
nights to pretect WQXR, Long Island City, N. Y. 

Virginia: WRVA, ‘Larus & Bros. Co., Inc., Richmond. 
install directional antenna system for day and night 
use and boost power from 5 to 50 kw. 


DECISIONS 


Washington, April 27. 


California: KEHE, Evening Herald Publishing Co., | 
granted voluntary assignment of license | 
to Hearst Radio, Inc., 780 ke with 1 kw nights, 5 kw | 


Los Angeles, 


days. 

Florida: A. Frank Katzentine, Miami Beach, granted 
new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts, 
commish sustaining Examiner John P. Bramhall: 
WCOA, Pensacola Broadcasting Co., Pensacola, granted 


power boost from 500 watts to 1 kw, on 1340 ke, Ex- 
| 


aminer M. H. Dalberg sustained. 
New Jersey: 


500 watts to 1 kw dismissed at request of applicants. 


| 
| 


new | 





Award for Radio Play 


Des Moines, April 27. 

Robert Whitehand, 27, doing grad- 
uate work at the State University of 
Iowa for a doctor’s degree in dra- 
matics, has been announced the win- 
ner of the nationwide radio plav- 
writing contest sponsored by 
radio school of Drake University, 
Des Moines. 

Contest, which is to be an annual 
event, provides an award of $50 for 
the best original radio drama sub- 
mitted. Whitehand’s winning play, 
‘Gentlemen’s Agreement,’ is a 
tirical comedy. 


the 


Sa 





Art Cohn, sports editor of the Oak- 
land, Cal., Tribune, doing an air col- 
umn over the Trib station, KLX, 
called ‘Cohn-ing Tower of the Air.’ 








JAC QUES 


FRAY 


MARIO 


BRAGGIOTTI 








NBC NETWORK 
TWICE WEEKLY 











BROADCASTING 








WAAT, Bremer Broadcasting Corp., 
Jersey City, application for daytime power boost from | 


6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 
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ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


By New York agency specializing e* 
clusively in advertising T 
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complete live-wire organization t 
is now turning over a million dol! 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Two years ago, Reginald Stewart, Toronto pianist, thought the time 
was ripe for a midsummer symphony orchestra in that city at 25c. a 
throw, Most of the musicians were out of work anyhow and he could get 


AEPEAL-GREATED 
6 MARKET 





the University of Toronto ice rink for a song, or anyhow, a few bars of | 


music. 
in their shirt sleeves and smoke if they liked. 

Nothing like Stewart’s success was ever known in Toronto musical 
circles. His Wednesday night symphonies never drew less than 10,000 
and often went to capacity, 12,000. This season they’ll be broadcast over 
CFRB, Toronto, as a sustainer. 





Musicians’ Local 802 provides free orcs to affiliated unions of other | 


trades and crafts when those organizations are in the formative state, or 
putting a drive on for more members or studier support from the card- 
holders. 
servicing on the arm, 802 will provide for cause of unionism. 
Musikers used on such occasions are those on 802’s relief list. 


orcs play. Even if its union’s own benefit of some sort, the windjammers 
get full scale. 





Unusual occurrence, where one song is in two concurrent pictures, is 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel’s ‘Never In a Million Years,’ which runs 
all through ‘Wake Up and Live’ and is also a strain in another cur- 
rently releasing 20th Century-Fox film, ‘50 Miles From Nowhere.’ There 
have been instances, of course, where a picture would reprise a former 
filmusical strain, whenever a nitery scene or incidental music arose, just 
to keep ASCAP royalties within the family. But it’s rarely that the same 
tune is in two new pictures at the same time. 

Richard Himber’s records have been banned in Germany, according to 
the National Council for Prevention of War, organization which claims to 
«have investigated rumors to same effect. 

Ban came, it is said, because of Himber’s frequent petitions via his press 
agent to other windjammers to cease playing all martial music on grounds 
what Himber chooses to term ‘savage rhythm’ stirs up warlike emotions in 
otherwise peaceful people. 





Ina Ray Hutton’s girl band had anything but hot lips and nimble fingers | 


for their instruments when they opened the new Cocoanut Grove, open- 
air dance hall, in Worcester, Mass., Friday night (23). With the mercury 
near the freezing point, the girls went through their paces wearing every- 
thing but earmuffs. 
when they weren’t. playing, they were blowing on their fingers. 
had just arrived from Bermuda and Florida. 


Band 





John G. Paine, chairman of the Music Publishers’ Protective Association, 
last week asked the publishers to assign all his trusteeships but one to his 
successor, Harry Fox. The one exception is the ERPI arrangement, which 


Paine can’t let go until pending litigation on royalties due from the elec- | 


tric combine has been settled. Copies of assignment papers in legal form 
were distributed by Paine among the publishers concerned. 





Metro production of ‘Maytime’ revived the sale of sheet copies of Sig- 
mund Romberg’s ‘Will You Remember?’ to the point where it rated third 
on last week’s call list among jobbers. Film-stimulated revivals in the 
standard field have been common but it’s the first time in recent years 
that the demand has lifted such tune among the current top best sellers. 
Schirmer is the publisher. 





Fifteen years ago C. J. Scheuerman was a musician at the old Empress 
theatre, Denver. Someone stole his violin which was valued at $250. 
Scheuerman had long ago given up hopes of ever finding it. The theatre, 
now the Center, has been redecorated recently, and while tearing out the 
old boxes, workmen uncovered the violin. Identity of the owner was 
established through police records. 





RANI() PEER NOT INVOLVED 


ripe 9 = IN FISHMAN’S SUIT 


include Ralph S. Peer, 


and Radio Orchestra Corp., as co- 
defendant in Ed Fishman’s action for 


London, April 18. alleged due salaries amounting to 
Publishers are doing plenty of | $2,000 was denied in City Court, 


squawking at the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. over their new ruling of 
one vocal in three numbers on the 


N. Y., this week. 
Application was first move in case 
since it was filed last December. 


air. They maintain it is ruining the | Plaintiff must now move for another | 
Sales’ side of the business, and it| trial based on oral contract, since 
comes at a time when they were|Peer’s connection has been disal- 


just getting over the lean years. lowed. 


They further deplore the incon- 
Sistency of that body by their issuing 
an order to all band leaders to play 


Denny’s Chi Debut 


Jack Denny will make his first 


80% of current tunes, and immedi- 
ately kill that gesture by giving 


them ‘the one in three’ wallop. 





ing at the Drake hotel, replacing 
Paul Whiteman. Band booked for 
four weeks with options by CRA. 


Steel Pier’s Bands 
Bands 








booked for week-length Maestro has been trying to get into 
Stands at the Steel Pier, Atlantic | the Chi territory for past eight years 
City, Starting July 2 and continuing | Without result. Location set has a 
through summer, are: | WGN-Mutual wire. 
Hal Kemp, Red Norvo, Isham| ene 
Jones, Will Osborne, T. Dorsey, | 


Horace Heidt, Guy Lombardo, Shep | Mrs. Armstrong Disking 


Fields and Eddy Duchin 





, | Lil (Mrs. Louis) Armstrong is 
aces | making records for Decca, under 
contract. 


ing combo 


Spitzer’s Backache 


centy Spitzer, gen. mgr. of the 
Nappell Co., has been ordered by | 


A singer, she fronts a sv 
of seven musikers. 


'S doctor to stay home for a couple | Sherman-Clay will publish ‘I'm 
weeks. Cause is the recurrence of | Tired of Trying to Make You Care,’ 
4n old back ailment. | written by Edward Sedgwick and 

It's his second enforced layoff | Henry Cohen for the Joe E. Brown 
Within a few months. , picture, ‘All Is Confusion.’ 


So he whipped a band in shape, invited the customers to come | 


Idea is that if an A. F. of L. ally would benefit from musical | 


Girls kept topcoats and fur coats on all night, and | 


prez of both Southern Music Corp. | 


Chicago appearance on May 7, open- | 


But Stews, Playing Favorite 
Tunes Over and Over, 
Drive Other Patrons Daffy 
—Best Sellers and Other 
Facts on Placements 





21 CENTS EACH 


This | 
practice is in direct contrast to 802’s handling of own affairs at which its 


Coin -operated music machines, 
which mushroomed since repeal have 
about reached saturation apparently. 
Few new placements seem to be 
made today but turnover on the 
machines continues, since the ope- 
ravors constantly make replacements 
due to snappier models easing into 
the market. 

Though oftentimes claims are 
| made that 400,000 are in use in the 
|U. S., 150,000 is actually deemed a 
closer estimate. 

There would seem basis for belief 
that reason coin machines aren't 
|numerically increasing is that rather 
a few drinkeries have reverted to 
the radio, or small ore. Stews habit- 
| ually want to play . piece to which 
they, at the moment feel sentiment- 
ally attached, six, dozen or 20 con- 
secutive times. This practice, which 
| is universal, drives other patrons of 
spots daffy. The reaction is trans- 
muted to the owners of the joints, 
and if the drunks can’t be kept in 
hand, the coin machines go out be- 


|cause sober customers are lost be- 
| cause of ’em. 

Platter sales generally slump 
through summer months, but ma- 
chine operators buy more. More 
boxes are in circulation when the 
roadhouses and summer resorts are 
| open. 
| While large slice of the music 
| trade resents the machines (musi- 


cians and ASCAP, for different rea- 
sons), it’s a blessing to record manu- 
facturers. Decca gets the bulk of 
the biz, because it sells platters for 
a flat 21c., cheapest buy for opera- 
tors. Decca also primes many of its 
releases directly for the coin ma- 
chines as do the other diskers. 

Some 50% of the records sold 
south of Mason-Dixie are bought for 
machines; in the east its 35% and 
only 20% west of the Rockies. Ope- 
rators bicycle the platters from ma- 
chine to machine, making weekly or 
bi-weekly changes. But they must 
keep getting fresh supplies and new 
| releases, and that hypos the record 
| sales. 





Corny Favored 

For the operators, best biz formula 
is a small, inexpensive swing combo 
| playing currently pop 
| rather corny fashion. Use of a lead 
| instrument before a swingy back- 
| Sround is the accepted idea, as is 
use also of a hot singer. The patrons 
| of the average machine spot just 
| want the melody, ard aren’t too par- 
| ticular who plays it, although big 
| sellers of the last year include Bing 
Crosby, Fats Waller, Louis Arm- 
strong, Benny Goodman and _ the 
| Mills Bros. 
| Also high in popularity are Andy 
| Kirk, Count Basie, Georgia Brown 
land Ella Fitzgerald. These have 
| definite and large number of follow- 
lers on the coin circuit. 
| In the south, where the machines 
abound more than elsewhere, hill- 
| billy stuff is tops, being negligible 
elsewhere. Milten Brown and his 
|Brownies, Jimmy Davis and _ the 
‘Shelton Bros. ride the crest in the 
| jitney-spending public’s estimation. 
| Davis, incidentally, does his hillbilly 
| howling as an avocation; he is also 
|Clerk of Criminal Court in Shreve- 
| port, La. 
| Toppers 
| Outstanding platter sales to ope- 
|rators in past year have been ‘The 
| One Rose,’ by Dick MclIntyre’s Ha- 
| waiians, ‘Sin to Tell Lie,’ by Bobby 
Breen, ‘Pennies from Heaven,’ 
|‘Empty Saddles’ and ‘Old Cowhand,’ 
| all sung by Bing Crosby, ‘Write My- 
|self Letter’ by Fats Wailer, ‘Casa 


tunes in| 





Jack Robbins to Headquarter East 
To Direct MG's Music Properties 





Most Played on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (April 19-25). 
* September in the Rain. 

* Where Are You? 
Carelessly. 

Too Marvelous for Words. 
* Sweet Is Word for You. 

How Ceuld You? 

* Never in Million Years. 

Boo Heo. 

To a Sweet Pretty Thing. 

t Little Old Lady. 

* Swing High, Swing Lew. 

* Moonlight and Shadows. 

* You're Here You're There. 
* When Love Is Young. 

Love Bug Will Get You. 
Serenade in the Night. 

It’s Swell of You. 

Blue Hawaii. 

There's a Lull in My Life. 
Was It Rain? 

That Foolish Feeling. 

* Let’s Call Whole Thing Off. 
Little Hula Heaven, 

What Will I Tell My Heart. 
* Can't Take That Away, 


* 2£* &# & # 


* 


* Indicates filmusical song. 


+ Production number. 











ASCAP DECISION 
IN MONTANA 
HANGS FIRE 


Decision in the plea of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
Publishers 


against the law which seeks to bar 


| and for an injunction 


| the Society from Montana is not ex- 

pected to be handed down for at 
least a month. Case was argued last 
Friday (23) before a special court of 
three federal judges in Butte. 


Engaged in the court tilt for 
| ASCAP were Louis D. Frohlich and 
| Herman Finkelstein, of Frohlich & 
| Schwartz, and a Montana lawyer, 
|Milton S. Gunn, while Kenneth 
| Davis, of Washington State, where a 
| similar anti-ASCAP statute has been 
passed by the legislature, helped the 
| Montana attorney general oppose the 
petition. In arguing for the injunc- 
| tion, ASCAP counsel scored the law 


as being not only unconstitutional, | 
but directed solely against the So- 
ciety. 


The court asked both sides to sub- 
mit additional briefs. 


Duchin to Span U. S. A. 


Eddy Duchin’s band will do a 
transcontinental trek to ace hotel 
| spots on exiting the Plaza hotel, N.Y., 


June 1 for the Palmer House, Chi- 
cago. 

Band will see six weeks at the 
Chi spot before one-nighting its way 


to the Coast and the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles, opening August 1. 
After four weeks there he returns 
to N.Y. to reopen Plaza. 


Mills Expanding 


Jack Mills returned Saturday (24) 


from a swing around his mid-West 
offices, Chicago, Detroit and Cleve- | 
land. He’s increasing the space of 
the Chicago branch and adding a| 
few men to the local professional | 
staff. 


Shep Fields has turned out a piano 
folio for Mills Music, Inc. Contains 
10 arrangements. 





Loma Stomp’ by that orc, ‘Shoe 
Shine Boy’ by Louis Armstrong, 
‘Marie’ by Dick Robertson crew, 
| ‘Real Thing Comes Along,’ by Andy 
| Kirk, and a couple cut by Benny 
Goodman. 


Jack Robbins, now slated to head- 


quarter east, will devote his time 


. sl 
equally between N. Y. and Holly- 
wood, and an occasional flyer to 
London, as Metro-Rebbins’ 
publishing interests are 
panding. 


music 
now eX- 


New move by Robbins will mean 
that his elaborate Beverly Hills 
home must be sold, as the publisher 
is now committed to the idea that 
the east is the focal point of musie 
publishing. As for getting song ma- 
terial out of Hollywood, it’s more or 
less automatic, in that the Metro- 
Feist-Robbins-Miller Music affila- 
tions on the Coast insure that almost 





without trying. 

| As for negotiating special deuls 
|for writers and productions Rob- 
| bins feels he can do so by making 


| periodic trips west. David Bernstein, 
|v.p. and treasurer of Inc.- 
Metro, also agrees that Robbins, as 
iv.p. and g.m. of the Metro-Robbins 
music interests, has more value by 
headquartering in N. Y. 

An idea of the amount of detail 
which the music executive had to 
contend with was the fact that even 
title pages were shipped west to 
him for his OK in Hollywood, 


Loew's, 


Hollywood, April 27. 

RKO Pictures looks all set to tie 
in with the Robbins-Metro music in- 
terests, for which purpose Jack Rob- 
bins is now east. 

Metro’s acquisition of extensive 
musical properties embracing Feist, 
Robbins, Miller Music and other sub- 
sids, now has tie-ins with 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, Universal, Walter Wanger, 
| other independent film producers, 
| 





}and, of course, Metro. 

| Robbins is also reported dicker- 
|} ing for the purchase of the Sherman- 
| Clay Music Co. Firm has its main 
| offices on the Coast and controls 
| several well-rated pop standards, in- 
cluding ‘Whispering.’ 


Poison Town 
For Name Orks 
Changes Face 





Buffalo, April 27, 
Name band biz here is looking 
up. Latest booking is Shep Fields 
jand his orchestra at the Dellwood 


| ballroom, May 3, for a one-nighter. 
Sponsor is Sigma Phi Gamma frat- 
ernity. 

Outstonding success of Casa Loma 
crew in for a 


drawing 2,500 one- 
nighter recently has hypoed_ the 
name band _ itch. One scholastic 


group is dickering for a dance date 
by Horace Heidt during his week 
at Shea's Buffalo, beginning May 14. 





Among names here recently have 
been Fats Waller, Johnny Hamp, 
Fletcher Henderson, Earl Hines, 


Andy Kirk, Jesse Owens, Les Brown, 
Jimmie Lunceford, Tommy Dorsey. 

It’s a sign of prosperity. For years 
the name bands have been poison 
to Buffalo promoters and any spurts 
in that direction usually fell with 
a dull thud. 


Davilla Wins Damages 


Joseph Davilla, song writer, was 
awarded $5,000 damages by Special 
| Master Asher Blum in N. Y. Federal 
| Court Friday (23) on his infringe- 
j}ment claim against Brunswicke 
Balke-Collander Co., and the Bruns- 
| wick Record Corp. Devilla claimed 
| defendants made phonograph records 
lof his song, ‘You Made Me Like It, 
Baby,’ without his consent 
| Similar suit against Warner Broth- 
lers and the Brunswick Radio Corp. 
| was tossed out last December. 
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Dise Reviews 
By Abel Green 


Mal Hallett swings Dvorak’s,‘Never in a Million Years,’ with 
‘Humoresque’ into a frazzle along Carmen Lombardo soloing, whereas 
with ‘Rockin’ Chair Swing’ via Decca | the trio officiated in the former pair. 
1190. Teddy Grace and _ Frankie | Eddy Duchin’s ‘Farewell to Dreams,’ 
Carle vocalizing: while Henry King |‘When Love Comes Marching Along’ 
is more salon on Decca 1188-9 with! is a waltz-foxtrot couplet, both by 
couplets out of ‘Top of the Town’}Romberg-Kahn and both featuring 
and ‘When You're in Love.” ‘Blame | the Csosbyesque Jerry Cooper bary- 
it on the Rhumba’ and ‘Town’ are tone in the vocal solos. Per usual 
from the former picture; ‘Our Song’, the Duchin style is smooth yet 
and ‘The Whistling Boy’ from the! sprightly. Victor 25542. 

Grace Moore film. Jimmy McHugh Ruby Newman is forthright and 
and Harold Adamson authored the ganceable on Victor 25546 with 
former and Jerome Kern-Dorothy | -Where or When’ and ‘Johnny One 
Fields on the latter, both waltzes Note,’ excerpts from the new Rod- 

Smooth foxtrotology: Guy Lom-| gers and Hart ‘Babes in Arms’ mu- 
bardo’s ‘Love Bug’ and ‘Dreamy sical (stage). wherein Wynn Murray 
Eves.’ Victor 25548. and two out of|and Ray Hetherton (who's with the 
‘Wake Up and Dream’ (Gordon-/ show) split the vocals. .Newman and 


Room orchestra on Vic. 
95543 recourse to the ‘screen for 


and | his Rainbow 





‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Ralph 








Freed-Burton Lane), from that Pa 


A TRIO OF TOP TUNES picture, backed with ‘Sweet Leilani’ 


[Huma Waltz 


from ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Harry 
Owens), Heatherton again on the 


vocals and Newman plenty okay for 


the hoof. 
By GORDON and REVEL Victor Young's ‘Vienna Dreams’ 
From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is and ‘Will You Remember?’ (from 
My Affair” ‘Maytime’) waltzes are ultra and 


distinguished, Tommy Harris vocal- 
izing: Decea 1199. 

Brisker is Fats Waller and 
Rhythm with ‘Spring Cleaning’ and 
‘You've Been Reading My Mail’ on 
Victor 25554, wherein the vocalist- 
pianist-maestro scats himself to a 
nifty score. 


Teddy Hill and his NBC orchestra 


his 


Without Your 
Love 


ae ITRYKER cut some fancy wax for Bluebird 

_ wy LAX os o with ‘Would You Like to Buy a 
From Hal Roach’s Pick a Star at. . > a... “ 
Dream?’-‘Love Bug,’ No. 6897, and 

the standard 52d St. swingo, ‘My 

Marie, paired with ‘Where is the 

Sun”’ Lots of instrumental intricacy 

to the quartet of times. Beatrice 


Douglas and a male quartet contrib 
the vocals. 

Shep Fields shows his best brand 
of ‘rippling rhythm’ on Bluebird 
6895 with two from ‘Babes in Arms’ 
(Rodgers and Hart)—Johnny One 
Note’ and ‘Where or When,’ Bobby 
'Goday vocalizing. 

Bob Howard, in the Waller style. 
has a nifty instrumental team for the 


Is Young 


McHUGH and ADAMSON 
Universal's “When Love 
Young” 


-@- 


Micver Music, jac. 


NEW YORK 


By 


From Is 


swingo but it’s Howard’s own in- 
fectious style that cuts plenty of 


1619 BROADWAY °* 


wax. ‘You're Just a Little Differ- 


ent’ with ‘Spring Cleaning’ on Decca 








1195 and ‘Me, Myself and I’ with 


















———— . “You Can't Take It With You’ on No. 

1205 are good samples of the brisk 
| Howard style of sweet-hot dansong- 
pation. 


ad 
It's Making History: Even more spirited are the dusky 






The Love Song of the Year Andy Kirk and his ‘Clouds of Joy’ 

ADE band, also Decca (No. 1208), giving 

SEREN out with ‘Cloudy’ -(Williams) and 

‘Puddin’ Head Serenade’ (Clyde 

iN THE NIGHT Hart). Plenty of jam spread all over 
* a the wax. Pha Terrell vocalizes 

The New Cotton Club Hits Art Tatum is another, like Bob 


Howard, who has been wisely aug- 
mented with an orchestra. Tatum 


Where Is the Sun? 
Old Plantation 


Today | Am a Man 


LL NEVER TELL YOU 


now he calls ’em the 
This near-blind colored 
one of the ultra ivory- 


|of Rhythm; 
Swingsters. 
pianist is 





1 LOVE YOU | cats and he evidences his futurism 
fOUBLE WITH | on Decca 1198 with ‘Got My Love to 
sig nets You | Keep Me Warm’ and ‘Plenty of 


Monev.’ 
Tell My Heart’ and Johnny Green's 
‘Body and Soul,’ in all, of course, 
featuring that wicked Tatum Siein- 
waving. 

An extraordinary 12-incher is 
Decca 29009 by Josephine Tumminia 
with Jimmy Dersey and his or- 





| chestra. The 24-year-old San Fran- 
cisco operatic soprano who came to 
attention on a Bing “rosby radio 
| program does the Lily Pons ar- 
| rangement 
| orchestrated by Fud Livingston, Dor- 
| sey and his band doing the swingo. 
It’s a novelty on the wax, as was 








JUST OUT! 





and sales attention. Miss Tumminia 
has an excellent voice and Dorsey, 
of course, is standard on the swing 
stuff. 

Ruth Ettiag on Decca 1212 couples 


“THE MOON IS IN. 
THE SKY” 


two Gordon-Revel tunes out of 

| ‘Wake Up and Live.’ ‘It’s Swell of 
iP MOVIETONE | You’ and ‘There’s a Lull in My Life.’ 
MUSIC CORPORATION performed in the standard Etting 
SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO . Sole Agents j lyric sincerity and impressiveness. 
oe, . z |Full orchestral accomp, featuring 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


TY 


Frank Signorelli and Harold Solo- 
} mon on the twin ‘inways supports 
the comedienne’s expert vocalizing. 


cA 8 a2¢ 


NEW YORK 











Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal's “Top of the Town” 


‘““WHERE ARE YOU?’ 
‘““THAT FOOLISH FEELING”’ 
“JAMBOREE”’ 

“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 




















| used to be billed with the 6 Spirits | 


No. 1197 pairs ‘What Will I} 


ticklers among the West 52d street | 





of ‘Blue Danube Waliz.’ | 
| Paul 


Miss Pons’ version of the Sirauss 

sé CURLY TOP’S waltz when she first introduced it 
in “That Giri From Paris’ (RKO). 

BIRTHDAY ” Backer-upper is “The Wren’ (‘La 
Capinera’), likewise in a_ special | 

Dedicated to Shirley Temple swing arrangement by Livingston. 
—— | It's one of the recording companies’ 

The New | rare novelties, and an outstander 
KALMAR-RUBY SONG HIT | that should command wide critical | 














U. S. Crackdown 








(Continued from page 3) 


to crack down on the motion picture 
industry and begin a series of anti- 


trust actions against major. dis- 
tributing and_ affiliated theatre 
circuits? Or, are administration 


leaders in Congress, impatient with 
the department’s delays, likely to 
take matters into their own hands 
and the film industry 
airing. the like of which it never has 
had? These two questions have been 
frequently of 
of the inner circle 
at the Department of Justice has any 
te knowledge of what the de- 
partment planning to do. That 
something is in the alr, is a certainty. 
Agents of the Bureau of Investiga- 
tion have been delving into scores of 
complaints from exhibitors situated 
in all sections of the United States 
Congressmen have tossed to the 
department letters alleging unfair 
trade practices written from tountry 


five 


asked here late. 


No one outside 


accur?e 








an open | 


districts. Acting on these complaints. | 


many of which are said to be un- 
warranted squawks and only a few 
of them rating serious attention, the 
department 
ol 
its methods 0o 
double-billing and circuit protection 
buying and, on this information, has 
analyzed the business and the federal] 
laws from fresh points of view. 
Only one importar.t government 
suit against major film distributor: 
is pending at the present time. Thi 
restraint of trade action which 
will come to trial soon in the federa! 
courts in Texas and is known her 
and in the trade as the ‘Hoblitzelle 
case.’ Issues to be settled in this suit 
are somewhat different from previ- 
ous government actions, as. the point 
is whether a first run theatre and a 
distributor have the legal right to 


has reassembled a 
the film 
business 


ma 


data on industry undei 


modern 


is a 


insist upon a subsequent run theatre | 


maintaining certain minimum ad- 
mission charges. 
Twice previously this issue was 


decided in Texas, in the state courts. 
and each time the decision was 
favorable to Hoblitzelle and the dis- 
tributors. The Government has pur- 
sued the prosecution in the federal 
courts. 

Old Equawk 


Five administrations. over a period 


of 20 vears, have tried to cope with | 


the problem of making the film in- 
dustry, in its practical commercial 
operations, conform to federal laws 
regulating trade practices. No sooner 
has one issue been taken court 
(such as arbitration between ex- 
hibitors and distributors, and the 


to 


Fox-West Coast clearance action) 
than disputes arise over other | 
practices. The film business con- 
stantly is in a state of flux and 


change. Double-billing of features 
which has swept the country within 
the past two vears has created intra- 
industry problems which were un- 
known a few years ago. 

With dual billing practically 
universal use, over-buying of prod- 
uct, by which one exhibitor may 
seek to deprive another exhibitor of 
an adequate number of films, now is 
purely a theoretical issue, it is said. 

When the Government's suit in St. 
Louis collapsed more than a year 
ago, the Department of Justice re- 
organized its motion picture division. 
Williams, formerly of Utah, 


in! 


| for 


was placed in charge of motion pic- | 
ture litigation. For more than a year | 


he has been working unostenta- | 
tiousiv. No complaint has been re- 
garded as too small for careful 


investigation. 
any new court actions. 

The Bureau of Investigation has 
had operatives for months in Holly- 


_ wood, and it is reliably reported her« 
that every activity of the producers’ | 
| 


|; Hays 


association was examined. 
Subsequently, the examination into 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America, Inc. (the 
organization), was conducted 
in New York by department 
vestigators. Will H. Hays is said to 


But he has not begun | 
| Rockies.’ They are the title song, 


| thoring the special songs for George 


in- | 


have placed all records. financial ac- | 
; counts and reports at the disposal of 


the department. 
Although these inquiries were con- 


| Snell 
| which os a 


| ducted several months ago no state- | 


iment 


of tindings has been made 


| public. 


Meanwhile on Capitol Hill several 
bills and resolutions aimed againsi 
certain practices in the film industry 
have been referred to 
and lie dormant for the time being. 
One such resolution, however. which 
was introduced by Congressman 


committees | | 


Hobbs, of Alabama, is on the agenda | 


of the Rules Committee of the House. 
This resolution, if favorably reported 
by the committee, would bring about 
a Congressional investigation of film 
industry trade practices which would 
exceed in scope anything of the kind 
to which the picture business hereto- 
fore has been subjected. Congress- 


ae ees 
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Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 


Boo Hoo 000.06 000:004. 600000690606 000060 600000000 6000 cNADITO 
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Love Bug Will Get You ceccoscccccceccccccccccsee Santly-Joy 
"Moonlight and Shadows ccccccccccccccscccccccceesse FOPUlar 
*Blue Hawaii 
*Sweet Leilani 
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Trust in Me oePeCCereseeesoesensocdeceecess SURED 

*September in the Rai 6.4. .ccsscccacdaceocecceceses ramick 

Wes. Was b SOAL BOS SOOOEC! oc cb eeescccsadedeces veces Urawtord 

When the Poppies Bloom Again ..secccseceeeceesss Shapiro 

When My Dreamboat Comes Home Witmark 

*Never in Million Years ...... waa seeeee RODDins 

*Too Marvelous for Words 10:05.04 Ee 

RU OTIEEO: ET WENO -DUAITIE 0 0-9-5000 450 Cov dwdeiaceCanecee Mills 

*Indicates filmusical song. t Indicates stage production song. Th 
others are pops. 
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men Hatton Summers, of Texas, | 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
committee, and Martin Dies, member 
of the Rules Committee, are said to 
be proponents of the Hobbs resolu- | 


Howard Lanin and Casa I 


Armory, N. Y. on May 12. 


4mMma 
crews will play for the official Brit- 
ish Coronation ball at 7th Regiment 





"ETE OR WRITE 
MAR K 
ad sae ny & € 
YOU'RE PRECIOUS _ 
TO ME 
A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
IT’S HIGH TIME 
WHAT A HEAVENLY 
_ NIGHT 
TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 
STARDUST ON THE 
_ MOON 
IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 
HAVANA’S CALLING 
ME 2 (Rumba) 


tion. 


Meanwhile, the shadow of Govern- 
ment interference with the operation 
of the film industry grows blacker 
each day. The storm may originate 
at the Department of Justice, or it 
may develop from some committee 
room at the Capitol. Only an early | 
adjournment of Congress would | 
dispel the anxiety. 





! 


VINCENT BRYAN FOUND 
DEAD IN HOLLYWOOD {. 


Hollywood, April ai. 
Vincent Bryan died here this | 
afternoon. Veteran songwriter had | 
been hibernating out here the past 
10 years and was a pioneer gag} 
writer although best known for his 
‘Tammany,’ ‘Merry Oldsmobile.’ etc. 
He was about 57 and married. A 
widow survives. 
He was found in an obscure hotel 
at 1042 N. Wilcox. An _ autopsy 
ordered by the police ascribed his 
death to an overdose of a sleeping 
sedative. 


Orchestrations 50c each 


MUSIC. 


RADIO CITY -° 


+ 





Although his ASCAP membership 
had lapsed through non-payment of 


7 


he Latest Colleae 


dues, the Society had been con- Prom Carronite |! 
tributing towards his support and 
will take care of funeral arrange- 
ments. Interment in Hollywood 


Cemetery Friday (30). 





HN REDMOND 


Music Notes | a 


Ralph Freed and Burton Lane.) 
have been assigned to do the music 
and lyrics for ‘Double or Nothing,’ | 
the next Bing Crosby picture at 
Paramount. Tuners’ swing ditty, | 
‘Smarty,’ will be spotted in the film. 
Duo just washed up ‘In a Little Cas- | 
tillian Garden’ for Par’s ‘The Last | 
Train From Madrid.’ a 





MOON 


WORDS Ano music by 


CEELE BURKE 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS Inc 


Seven tunes have been turned in | 1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK 





by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
“You Can’t Have Everything’ 
at 20th-Fox. Numbers are ‘You! 
Can’t Have Everything,’ ‘Afraid to | 
Dream,’ ‘Please Pardon Us,’ ‘Dan- | 
ger—Love at Work’ and three un- | 
titled. 





THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 





Tex Ritter and Frank Sanuccji | 
have written a trio of tunes for 
Grand National’s ‘Rider of the 


‘Arizona Rangers,’ and ‘Song of the 
Open Range.’ 


Irving Kahal and Sammy Fain au- 


Marshall's Pan-Americano expo at | 
Dallas, opening June 5. Robbins 
publishes, 





Edward Ward js doing the musical 
score for ‘Saratoga’ at Metro. Dave 
is scoring ‘General Hospital,’ | 
Cohn will produce at ee ee 
RCABUILDING (RADIO CITY 


same studio, MEW YORK 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 








and 





- GORDON 





Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


| 
| 

| in 20th Century-Fox’s ‘WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
| 
| 


NEVER INA MILLION YEARS IT’S SWELL OF YOU 
THERE’S A LULL IN MY LIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER 


Robbins Music Corporation *® 799 7th Ave., New York 
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DANCE TOURS 


VARS TY 55 

















Y. HOTEL 
ROOFS 





BANDS SET FOR 


N. Y.’s summer roofs and hotel 
garden spots have about lined up 
pands for their seasonal preems. | April 30). 
Total of 10 roofs, two gardens and | lat New Yorker. 
four - suburban road houses have al- 
y booked their musical talent. 
a eiuad Fray opens St. Regis, May | 
Vallee, Astor Roof, May 
o) for six weeks, to be followed by 
Horace Heidt, Bilt- 








1 
N. 
ré 
Fs Rudy 
“meent Lopez; 
; allah 











“READY. 


Haruns Presents 


From 
WILLING 


T00 


MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET EVENING 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 


Watch This European Hit Climb 


VIENNA DREAMS 


BRAND NEW 


A New Swing -Hit 


52nd STREET 


From 


“The King and the Chorus Girl” 


FOR YOU 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mgr. 


AND ABLE” 


I’M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


more, June 2; Bunny Berigan, Penn- 
sylvania, switching from lower ‘floor 
June 1; Paul Kane, Commodore, 
June 3; Basil Fomeen, Pierre, May 
5; Guy Lombardo, Wa!dorf-Astoria, 
June 24, replacing Leo Reisman, who 
will double from downstairs portion 
and Al Donahue, Rainbow Room, 
June 2, replacing Ruby Newman. 
Emery Deutsch stays at the Rain- 
bow Grill indefinitely. Nano Rod- 
rigo is a _ possibility for the St. 
Moritz. 

Outdoor garden spots are Ambas- 
sador, with Ramon Ramos, June 10, 
and Essex House, Nat Brandwynne, 
Others are Gus Arnheim 
May 4, replacing 





| Lennie Hayton, and Carl Ravel at 
| Lexington, May 29. 
| Country spots are Ben Marden’s 
| Riviera, Englewood, N. J., with 
| Mickey Alpert, May 27; Blossom 
Heath Inn, Larchmont, N. Y., with 
Dave Schooler; Claremont Inn, 
| Riverside Drive, N. Y., with Jolly 
| Coburn, June 1; and Larchmont 
| Casino, Larchmont, N. Y., with 
| Jimmy Lunceford, June 2. 


‘CONSOLIDATED ASKS 
R-0’K TO DICKER 


Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc., 
would like to merge with Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, Inc., band booking interests. 
| Latter outfit has listened to the talk 
|}of Charles Green, CRA prez, with- 
|}out giving any indication of 
interested. 

Deal proposed 
a purchase or 


would not involve 
exchange of stock, but 
|merely one of commission sharing. 
| As relations now stand, R-O’K is 
| steadily booking three of Consoli- 
dated’s bands as part of Rockwell- 
| O’Keefe one-nighter routes. 


Mike Goodman to Calif. 
Seattle, April 27. 

Mike Goodman and his Northwest 
| Mounties are winding up _ three 
|}months barnstorming in 
| tory. 
| latter predominating. 

Mounties are headed for California. 








(Continued from page 5) 


rected Pat 


Casey, labor contact, to 
handle all labor questions arising 
from Supreme Court decision vali- 


dating Wagner labor act. Casey 


jority from any organization. Screen 
Actors Guild and Painters imme- 
diately petitioned for recognition, 











followed by machinists, hair dress- | 
ers, scenic artists, plumbers and | 








WA 


a ——P ae . 


RREN AND DUBIN 


TOP THE LIST WITH 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 


} SUMMER NIGHT 


THE 





A TERRIFIC 


HOW COULD You? 


HIT! 


omnes 


WARREN and DUBIN’S 
GREAT SCORE FROM 


eee MARINE” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave.. RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN. that 


Mer 





| 





~<—_e 














Witm 





a 


Presents 


From “CHEROKEE = 


Starring DICK FORA 
THE pune WESTERN BALLAD 


5] MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


The Sensational Ballad 





| When My 








- CHARL 


Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 


IE WARREN, Prof. Mer. 





| 


| 


makeup artists. 
First test case under Wagner law 


Local 724, through its international 
vice president, Joseph Marshall, pro- | 
tested encroachment on its organi- 


Theatrical Stage Employes. SUE 
charged producers were conspiring 
handled by SUE members. 

rector of the NLRB, forwarded 
copies of the charges to Washington, 
together with denial by Casey that 
producers had violated Wagner law 
in jurisdiction dispute. Dr. 
said he would be governed by in- 
structions received from the board, 
| but since NLRB has always shied 





| zance will be taken of the protest. 
Fear Tie Will Mean Absorption 


William Bioff of IATSE has an- 
nounced his organization will take in 


. 
| it is probable that no further cogni- 
| 


| rating and increasing their pay from 
| 60c. an hour to 82'%c. More than 
1.000 SUE members have signed af- 
| fidavits stating they do not desire 
| to affiliate with any other organiza- 
]| tion, claiming they would be unable 
| to find work after their craft had 
| been swallowed up by the IATSE. 


The carpenters, now included in 
basic agreement, are threatening to 
withdraw and affiliate with FMPC 
unless they are given an additional 
10% wage boost to make up for 
increase given other crafts last year. 
Meeting has been called for May 2 
to vote on withdrawal and _ strike 
if negotiations with producers fail. 

Labor unrest has slowed produc- 





ent only necessary repairs and im- 
provements are being made, with 
production schedules running far 





behind. 








t 





jis playing at the Olympic hotel, 


being | 


in the N.W. 


this terri- | 
Played theatres and ballrooms, | 


promptly announced he would ne- | 
gotiate with representatives of a ma- | 


NORTHWEST TO. 
ROTATE BANDS 


| Crafts’ Strike } 





Can’t Stop It 





Paying for orchestra arrange- 
ments has again become ram- 
pant in the pop music industry, 
despite the fact that the pledge 
agaginst this practice, round- 
robined by publishers last Au- 
gust, is still supposed to be in 
effect. 

Competitive major pubs are 
refraining from demanding that 
an investigation be pressed be- 
because they figure that the 
Federal Trade Commission will 
soon grant the industry a non- 
bribery code and that the gov- 
ernment could act more effec- 
tively and immediately to curb 
the payoff outbreak. 











Portland, Ore., April 27. 


Pacific Northwest musicians are | 
trying out a scheme to exchange 
bands between cities of Portland, 


Seattle, Spokane and Tacoma. 
is that a visiting band gets a better 
break with the local trade. 

Archie Loveland’s Portland band 
Se- 

Milne’s unit, also from 
is at the Ranch, night spot 
in Seattle. Bart Woodyard’s band 
from Portland is also playing club 
and radio dates in Seattle. 

Union difficulties in Seattle have 
so far prevented local bands from 
leaving that town, but when these 
are ironed out the idea is to recipro- 
cate band units among various cities 


attle. Del 
this burg, 


Names for Memphis 


Memphis, April 27. 
Lawrence Levy of Clar- 
idge hotel has signed 
bands and is negotiating for two 
others for the hotel’s Cascades Roof, 
which opens next month. 





Manager 


Hotel has set Kay Kyser, Little 
| Jack Little, Freddie Martin, Shep 
| Fields, Ted Weems, Bernie Cummins 


; ject to 
| tracts, 


and Joe Reichman. Henry Busse and 
Ted Fio-Rito have been signed sub- 
clearance of previous con- 
and Jan Garber may be 


| brought in for one =a. 





| 


as ya Philbrick 


Des Moines, April 27. 
Mrs. Marian Philbrick, wife of or- 
chestra leader Larry Philbrick, has 
filed suit for divorce. They have 
| been separated for three years. She 
| asks custody of their seven-year-old 





+ daughter and support money for the 


zation by International Alliance of | 
|seph, Mo., 


Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 


Nylander | 


| away from labor jurisdiction fights | 


SUE members, giving them Class B} 


| John Shaw, 
| Haug. 


came when Studio Utility Employes | 


with IATSE to take over work now | 


child. 

Last July Philbrick was paroled 
from a six months’ jail sentence for 
child desertion, to which he pleaded 
guilty after returning from St. Jo- 
where he was employed 
in a ballroom. 


GREEN 0. 0.’ING BRANCHES 


Charles Green, prez of Consolidat- 
ed Radio Artists, trained out yester- 


'day (Tuesday) for an 0.0. of branch 


| offices in Chicago, 


, lake 


Cleveland, Dallas 
and Hollywood. 

Expects to be gone about three 
weeks, hitting midwest first and then 


moving on to Coast. 


Paul Collins Set 
Indianapolis, April 27. 

Paul Collins, former sax with 
Henry Santrey stage unit, has newly 
organized own band. Now at Indiana 
Roof ballroom here, operated by 
Tom Devine. Only rehearsed three 
week before starting. 

Collins has: Loren Pritchard, 
Maurice McCormick, Bob Barnard, 
Russ Waldron, Chuck 
Dick Baur, Johnny Jackson. 
Femme vocalist is Eleanor Hansen. 

Band is set for summer at West- 
Terrace, outdoor dine 
outside Indianapolis, 





dancery, and 


| managed by Paul Voight. 


at Hotel Utah, 
| Frederick Bree. 


tion in studios, and producers are 
urging that contcove.sies be ironed | 
out as quickly as possible. At pres- 





Herbeck Joins Fredericks 
Lincoln, April 27. 


direct from 13 weeks 
Salt Lake, 
entourage in this 
territory with first date at the Turn- 
pike Casino (17). Repeated back 
(24-25) and was set by Manager 
Byron Calhoun in the Hotel St. Paul, 
St. Paul, Minn. for 4 weeks 

Band was to go back to Hotel 
Utah’s Starlite Gardens May 28, but 
may not now. 


Ray Herbeck, 


Idea | 


eight name | 


and | 


: | 
joined the | 





Cex the 


Art Kavelin’s band replaced Griff 
Williarss band in Peacock Court, 
Mark hopkins hotel, San Francisco, 
Monday (26). Joe Reichman’s crew 
moved into the Fairmont hotel, 
Frisco. Both bands are set for in- 
definite engagements. 


Happy Felton and Sande Williams 
bands open at William Penn hotel, 
Pittsburgh, May 28, on alternating 
basis. Felton now on tour. Wil- 
liams moves from Carlton hotel. 
Washington. MCA set 





Fats Waller plays the Medinah 
Club, Chicago, May 7 to be followed 
by C. E. Livingston's ballroom, Ashe- 
ville, N. C.. May 11 and a theatre 
| tour taking in Washington and Philly 
May 14 


| Starting 


Sammy Kaye fills out summer sea- 


son for Orlo Jenkinson’s Pavilion. 
Point Pleasant, N. J.. opening June 
15. Spot gets a Mutual wire for first 
time. 

Jolly Coburn, currently at the 
Normandie ballroom, Boston, will re- 
|} turn to Claremont Inn, N. Y., for 
|}summer on June 1 Coburn occu- 
| pied same spot all last season. 
Pancho’s orchestra will follow 
| Eddy Duchin at the Plaza _ hotel. 


N. Y., May 2% 
there 


It's his second time 
within two months. 


Bert Block leaves Syracuse hotel, 
Syracuse, N. Y., May 20 to open nine 
days later at Statler hotel, St. Louis, 
with a Mutual wire 


Harry Reser set for one month at 
| Graystone ballroom, Detroit, opening 
May 26. Austin Wylie and Tom 
Gentry crews follow on same basis 


Ozzie Nelson will do three weeks 
of eastern one-niters following his 
exit from the Lexington. N. Y. Carl 
Ravel follows Nelson at hotel. 


Dick Gasparre : moves from Ambas- 
sador hotel. N. Y., to the Mark Hop- 
kins, San Francisco, June 2. Lydia 
and Jaresco accompany band. 


maestro in 
theatres, 

Woodlands, 

with dance combo. 


Gus Meyers, Jr., pit 
Loew-Poli, Connecticut 
moves into Leighton’s 
Ardsley, N. Y., 

Benny Goodman ork set to follow 
Ted Fio Rito into the Palomar, Los 
Angeles, continuing his Camel broad- 
casts from the coast. 


Fletcher Henderson will play Ath- 
letic Park Pavilion, Richmond, Va.., 
May 20 before opening Ed Fox’s new 
Grand Terrace, Chicago, June 1. 





Tom Gentry opens a midwest one- 
niter tour at Athenaeum, Indianap- 
olis, May 1, followed by Casa Madrid, 
Louisville, Ky., _May 7 


Paul Sabin goes into the Blossom 
Heath Inn, Detroit; May 13. In in- 
terim he’s playing New England 


single stands. 

Dusty Rhodes crew at Muehlebach 
hotel, Kansas City, after a stint at 
Jefferson hotel, St. Louis. 


California Collegians set for a 
week at Michigan theatre, Detroit, 
starting April 30. 

Clyde McCoy opens at Peabody 
hotel, Memphis, May 29, for four 
weeks. CRA booked. 

Maurie Sherman exits the Casino 


Parisien, Chicago, this week for the 
road. 

Lee Bennett booked for Park 
Pavilion, Dyersville, la., May 8 by 
CRA. 

Rita Rio into Atlantic Beach Ca- 


sino, Westerly, L. I., 
for one night. 

Lew Diamond’s band opens sum- 
mer season for Lincolnshire C, C., 
Chicago, June 22. 


N. Y., May 28 


Jerry Jehneon goes to Schroeder 
hotel. Milwaukee, May 1, aided by 
a WTMJ wire. 


Louis Panice starts touring June 1 
for CRA. after he leaves the Oriental 
Gardens, Chicago. 





Bionde’s band at Green- 
Mamaroneck, N. Y.. also 
White Plains, N. Y. 


Charles 
haven Inn. 
on station WFAS., 


Dick Jurgens’ orchestra opened 
| season at Natatorium Park, Spokane, 
| Wash.., 
| 


this week. 

Merle Carlson followed Tommy 
Tucker into Casino Gardens at 
| Ocean Park, Cal. 

Barney Rapp’s kid brother Lou, | 
batoning own band under Barry , 


| Wood tag. 


Deon Berger band fills in at Roose- 
velt hotel, N. Y.. April 29, after Guy 
Lombardo bows out 


Upbeat 


Bunny Berigan follows Benny 
Goodman at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., April 29. 

Henry King opens at Westchester- 
Biltmore C, C. June 2, after he exits 
the Palmer House, Chi. 





Hal Grayson quits the Statler ho- 
tel, Buffalo, May 10 for the one- 
niters, 








IN THREE WEEKS 
THE TOP SONG 


Carelessly 








| 


‘Irving Berlin’s Greatest Score 


I’ve Got My Love 
To Keep Me 
Warm 
You’re Laughing 
At me 


This Year’s Kisses 
Slumming On 
Park Avenue 


He Ain’t Got 
Rhythm 





WE PUBLISHED 
“THESE FOOLISH THINGS 


JFFER 


(HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN) 


The 
You ‘and Me 
That 
Used To Be 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 7th Ave. New York 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager 

















The Nation’s New 
Song Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


the 20th Century-Fos 
Picture 


“Seventh Henveu” 





from “One tn A Milliow’ 


‘WHO'S AFRAID OF 
LOVE’ 
‘ONE INA MILLION’ 
> ~~ 
HOLLYWOOD SONGS~« 


RCA BUILDING BADIO C111 NEW YORK NY 
PHIL KORNHEVER. Gen Mar 
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‘He took the Hill from Harry Hill’s 


gation 
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Gus Hill 1 Dead at 18, a Pioneer 





Showman with His Cartoon Revues 





By EPES W. SARGENT ; 
Hill, club swinger extraor- | 
developer of the cartoon! 
burlesque manager and 


Gus 
dinary, 


comedies, 


general theatrical producer, died | 
April 20 in the hallway of an apart- 
ment house in N. Y. city, where he 
had gone to visit a friend. The lat- | 
tec was absent and he was writing 
a note when he was stricken by a 
heart attack. He was dead when the 


arrived. His real name 
Metz, and he was the 
York furniture maker. 


ambulance 
was Gustave 


son of a New 


sporting resort, at Broadway and 
Crosby sireet, headquarters of the 
pugilists and athletes of that day. 
Hill was attracted to the resort 
because of his ability as a club} 
swinger, swinging the Indian clubs, 
then regarded as an essential to ath- | 


letic training. In spite of his short 
stature and slight build, he de- 
veloped an amazing expertness with 
both the light clubs, which were 
swung in intricate patterns, and the 
heavy clubs, some of which were 


supposed to weigh 150 or 200 pounds. 
He probably the only one to 
specialize in both divisions, most of 
the weight handlers’ being’ too 
muscle bound to manipulate the 
lighter objects. Swinging, in those 
days, did not connote the present- 
day club juggling. The artists did 
not release their grip on the handles 


Was 


of the clubs, but swung them with 
short and full arm movements. 
There were a number of self-styled 


champions, and it was to meet and 
challenge these that Hill frequented 
the resort. Files of the N. Y. Clip- | 
per from the late 70’s to the middle 
80’s would seem to indicate that 
where the referee was on the level 
Hill won the decision. 

His activities led him naturally to 
the stage and before long he was 
head of Gus Hill’s Novelties, a tour- 
ing vaudeville show in which he of- 
fered his performance supported by 
a bill of specialists. It was his brag 
that he had developed many of the 
acts later to gain headline honors 
of their own. When Ida Siddons’ 
success led to the gradual replace- 
ment of the old time olio by a 
shorter olio and a burlesque, he fol- | 
lowed the current trend and staged 
burlesque, but still retained his own | 
company, making the burlesques a} 
side line. 


Outcault Started 


In the early 90’s Richard Out- 
cault’s, ‘The Yellow Kid’ cartoons in | 
the N. Y. Sunday World became aj} 
mild craze and Hill got the idea of | 
capitalizing on this favor by bring- 
ing the Kid and his companions to 
life on the stage, presenting ‘The 
Yellow Kid” The company 
formed largely of the vaudeville 
players Hill knew best, and the | 
novelty paid so well that he followed | 
the ‘Kid’ with ‘Hogan’s Alley,’ which 
had been substituted for the other | 
cartoon when Outcault had a salary 
row with the World. Other cartoon | 
titles were added, ‘Mutt and_ Jeff,’ 
‘Happy Hooligan,” ‘Bringing Up 
Father’ and innumerable others. 

Running out of cartoon titles, Hill 
put on other shows along the same 
lines and wrote theatrical history | 
when he persuaded Billy Reeves to 
jump the Karno troupe, playing ‘A 
Night in an English Music Hall’ to 
go with his ‘Around the Clock.’ 
Reeve replacement was Charles 
Chaplin. 
mate production and presented ‘Ari- 
zona’ (road) and ‘Through the 
Breakers,’ Owen Davis’ first play. 
He was a great believer in action | 
stories and it was a Broadway ca- 
nard that he bought plays having 
the greatest number of red lines (in- | 
dicating underlined business). The 


amount of business was one of the | 
late 


determining factors, but the 
Hollis Cooley, his general manager, 
paid more attention to the enter- 
tainment values. It was another 
popular report that he paid salaries 
on the length of the part and not 
on its importance. 

In the profession he had the name | 
of driving a hard bargain, 
had come up with the business and 
found it difficult to reconcile him- 
self to paving a couple of hundred 


dollars to a player to whom only | 


a tew years previous $60 a week 
had been regarded as satisfactory. 
One of the humorous interludes 
in Hill's career was the once-famous 
batfle of the green whiskers. Some 
of the Irish organizations had pro- | 


tested the wearing of green whiskers | 


by one of the Irish comedians in 
‘Hogan's Alley. When the farce | 
opened at the 14th St. theatre a dele- 
attended the opening per- | 


| lesque Wheel 


|largements of 
| tume with 


ithe wall of practically every 


was 


He also ventured on legiti- | ° 


but he | 


formance and rotten-egged the ac- 


tor. It made front page on every 
paper in town and the battle was 
kept up for several. weeks, to the 


decided help of 
Minstrels 


the box office. 
and Burlesk 


Hill also put out Gus Hill’s Min- 
strels with considerable success 
until that form of entertainment 
petered out in the late 90's. He 
organized a female minstrel troupe, 
| but without much success, the day 
of the Rentz-Santley and other fe- 
male troupes had apparently gone 


forever. 

Hill did not abandon his burlesque 
shows during this period of produc- 
tion affluence, and he was among 
| the founders of the Columbia Bur- 
and for long an im- 
portant official, maintaining his own 
office in the Columbia building until 
it became a picture theatre, 
he went over to the Palace the 

About 1894, just before he went 
in for touring shows, Hill caused 
to be made huge photographic en- 
himself in stage cos- 
‘Gus Hill, Champion Club 
of the World’ in tall let- 
managed to get 


Swinger 
ters. He 
vaude- 
ville agency in the country. A 
couple of years later he 
get them back, William Morris and 
several other agents promptly gave 
over the gaudy frames, but it was 
current report that Hill had paid up 
to $50 to repossess other paintings. 


He felt these did not comport with | 
| his new dignity as a producer-man- 


ager. Later, around ’33, 


by Eddie 
Laurie, Jr. 
light clubs, 
form, for he had swung the clubs 
all his life. He did not win the ap- 
plause he deserved. because he was 
working to audiences who regarded 


Dowling and 
He worked 


Joe 
the 


by 
only 


clubs as part of the juggling equip- | 


ment. 


He was one of the early hustlers | 


for the Actors’ Fund, representing 
the burlesque and variety factions, 
and never lost his interest. He suc- 
ceeded Eddie Dowling as head 
the Theatrical Democratic League 
| during the last campaign and at his 
death was one of the officers of the 
| American Federation of Actors 
Following services Friday, 
ment was in Evergreen 
Brooklyn, 


inter- 
cemetery, 





Cincy Suburb Nitery 
Spending Big Coin 


Cincinnati, April 27. 

Beverly Hills, new swank nitery- 

| casino, back of Newport, Ky., opens 
| May 5 with highest salaried ork and 
| floor show lineup ever offered in 
Greater Cincy. 
|ing around $8,000 per week, has 
Clyde Lucas and his California Dons, 
| Belle Baker, Jackie Green, Emily 
| Von Losen and a line of 18 gals. 
Booking handled by Jack Middleton, 
|local, through the Sligh & Tyrell 
| agency, Chicago. 
Spot, on a 45-acre tract. represents 
an outlay of $200,000. Main room, 
with terraced arrangement, has table 
seatS for 700 persons. Chief backer 
is Pete Schmidt, sportsman and pro- 
prietor of Glenn Rendezvous, New- 
|port. His 19-year-old son, Glenn, is 
| manager of the nitery. 
Tariff for first night is $15 a 
couple, It includes supper and en- 
tertainment. 

Place is opposish to Arrowhead 
Inn., Loveland, O., 18 miles away, 
and Lookout House, Covington, Ky. 


when | 
satre. | 


sought to | 


he again | 
| made capital of his proficiency and 
appeared in the old-timer acts staged | 


but he was still in good | 


cf | 


Talent layout, cost- | 





Last Bow 


Gus Hill who dropped dead 
last week in the entrance of a 
brownstone house on West 
46th street, N. Y., was calling 
upon Joe Laurie, Jr., at the 
Police listed the number, but 
did not know whom Hill was 
seeking. 

Hill’s last stage appearance 
was in Laurie’s old-timer act, 
billed as ‘Down Memory Lane.’ 














EXPOSE OF THE 
ABRACADABRA 
IRKS PROS 


Professional magicians are burned 
by advertising of Stunts, Inc. 
promotion 


a sales 
backed 
president 


organization 
Julien J. Proskauer, 
Society of 
New York, in 
Outfit supplies 


of the 
American Magicians in 
metropolitan dailies. 
booklets, 
zles, etc. to boost sales. 

While it is Proskauer’s view that 
he doesn’t give away anything which 
would damage professional perform- 
ers, these ads and previous deals 
(Schenley) have caused considerable 
irritation to the magis who feel that 
they constitute a violation of his 
pledge not to give away tricks to the 
public. With election of officers in 
| the society coming up shortly it’s 
sure to be a hot issue among the 
quicker-than-the-eye men, many of 
whom feel. that Proskauer exploits 


tricks puz- 


one on | 


his position to promote his own busi- 
p 


ness. 

Assqeiated with Proskauer 
| deal is Bob Sherman, 
| facturer, 


gadget manu- 





‘Mitzi Green Defers 
Versailles Repeater, 


} 
| Mitzi Green, current in ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ Dwight Wiman musical, on 
Broadway, is postponing her dou- 
bling chore at the Versailles nitery, 
scheduled to have started today 
(Wednesday). Young singer claimed 
illness, with the result that the nitery 
date has been moved back to May 13. 

Grace Hayes is another whom ill- 
ness is preventing from opening at 
the Versailles. 
opened May 13, but has asked for a 
postponement. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





op: Tommy Abbott, Chris Hagedorn, | 
| Ford Raymond, Mannie Lowy, Mrs. 
| Charley Bordley, Frank Catlet, Joe 
Parker and Ray Ketchem. 

Alice Carman, who did not like 
the California air, is now located 
at 66 Lake Flower avenue. 

Jules Zwilling is a new 
at the Roger’s home; 
Dowd, of Portland, Me. 

Pauline Turnicky got sneak visit | 
from husband and son. 

Adirondack hotel here advertising 
straight vaudeville in its grill. 

Spring is here. Camp 
sion being prettied up. 

Dr. Dan O'Neil, 
tist, threw away his crutches. He's 
been limping for three months after 
auto accident. 

Rusty Widener, ex-minstrelman and 
vaudevillian, reported very ill in a 
Boston sanatorium, 


arrival 


iIt is fiv miles fron 1 , ‘ 

Cincy ws les from downtown Write to those you know who are 

Broadcasting of Beverly Hills sick in Saranac and elsewhere. 

| bands will be exclusive on WLW, ; ee ge ee 

feeding to the WLW line. Same! ‘ : 

| radio outlet for name bands playing Nother Hotel Nitery 

'Castle Farm, suburban nitery, and | Detroit, April 27. 

Coney Island, which opens its sum- Contract has been let for con- 

mer season late in May. struction of a nitery in Statler hotel 
Ve icPen Me deals here, which when completed next 


Durante Doubling 


} ———= 


Chicago, 
Jimmy Durante will 
| the ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ show at the | 
| Grand into the Chez Paree, starting 
| May 7. 
Due to legit show schedule, will do 
two shows at the nitery instead of 
the regular trio. 


April 27. 


double from } 


operated nocturne spots. 
Only one at present is Book Casino 
|} in Book-Cadillac. 


Elman Joins S&T 
Chicago, April 27. 
Lee Elman has joined the Sligh & 
Tyrrell office here to handle nitery 
talent. 
Elman was formerly Detroit talent 
| agent. 


Pare will give town two hotel- 








by 


in the | 


She was to have} 


Following have mastered the rib | 


ditto Eddie | 


Intermis- | 


ex-showfolks den- 








MOSS’ INTERNATIONAL 


OPENING IN AUGUST 


Joe Moss, who operates the Holly- 
wood Restaurant, declares that his 
International Casino farther down 
on Broadway over the Criterion, 
N. Y., will open in August. Original 
| plans had been to open it last fall. 
Also interested financially is George 
Olsen, band leader, and _ Louis 
recker. 

Big shows will be the policy, 
cording to Moss, 


ac- 
with Pierre San- 


International will seat 2,000 
against the 750 which Moss accom- 
modates at the Hollywood. 


@ 15 YEARS ACO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 














Walker (then a 
and Sidney Cohen, 
calling each other 
a question to 


Jimmy 
senator), 
| head, 
| Largely 


exhib 


as who was 


| which in the Motion Picture Theatre | 


; Owners of America. 


| National Association of the Motion 
Picture Industry preparing to curl. 
To seep into the Hays organization, 
it was explained. 





Easter week pulled theatre biz up, 
but it had a relapse. 





Van 
| Palace 
thing that could follow them at 
either house was the Intermission 
sign, 


and Schenck played the 





{ 
| Peggy Wood got back to the two- | 
with an act in which she had | 


a-day 
four men singers as well as a stage 
}pianist. Didn't really need 
| Doing four character numbers at the 
| Hamilton, N. Y. 





| Jim Thornton was at the Palace, 
N. Y. House pulled its 
| Century’ stunts and Thornton was 
offered as the sole surviving mem- 
ber of the original Keith program at 
ithe Gaiety, Boston, 33 years before. 





| Aileen Stanley, at the N. Y./| 
Colonial, credited with being the 
first to use radio. Did a duet with 
a radio voice sent over a wire. 





Eddie Leonard did 32 minutes at | 
the Riv erside, and still they wanted | 
more, 








|at the Apollo. No advance sales and 
final night showed $100 in the b.o, 





Maude Fealey was organizing a 
summer stock for Newark. To try 
out plays for the following season. 
Anticipating the straw hat. 





| Keith office had issued only 25 
| contracts for the coming season as 
| against 300 the previous year. 
Salary cuts were holding’ back 
| signatures, 





Jim and Marion Harkins to quit 
the stage and turn chiropractors, 





Chicago vaude managers threat- 
‘ened to bar all song pluggers, 


Hurting the shows. 





George M. Cohan took over the 
| Hudson theatre for the new season. 
; Announced all tickets would be sold 
| through the box office. 





Wilmer & Vincent were going in 
for lobby dancing in their Utica 
Colonial. And the music was to 
/come via radio. Twice weekly from 
the end of the performance until 
midnite, 





| Equity ordered its members not to 
;sign contracts beyond June 1, ‘24, 
| and managers feared that meant a 
| strike. Didn't eventuate. 





Season ending and legits hustling 
for vaude dates. Alice Brady was 
among the first to get going. Grace 
LaRue and Hale Hamilton were 
doubling in an act. 


drini, formerly of the Bal Tabarin, 
Paris, under a two-year contract as | 
the producer. 


State | 


names, | 


and Colonial and the only | 


"emi. | 


‘Third of a | 





‘Lady Bug’ took a four-day run | 


Another Split Threatens Between WB 
And Musicians in Philly N.Y. Confabs 





Philadelphia, Apri! 27, 

Trouble between Warner Bros 
here and Musicians’ Local, thought 
to have been peacefully laid to rest 
when men returned to 
prolonged picketing last fall, 
out in a new rash today. 

With reports that band and vaude 
will be dropped to duck the heat at 
the Fox, union is protesting against 
such a move, Warner execs main- 
tain they can, although non-commit- 
tal on whether they will. 

Whether the house can off the 
‘band during the summer will pos- 
| sibly be decided when Warners and 


work after 


broke 





|musicians confab with Joe Weber, 
{international prez of the union, 
his New York office tomorrow 
| nesday). 

At the confab will be Frank 
|Phelps, of Warner’s h. o.: Ted 
| Schlanger and Skip Weshner, local 
Warner execs, and A. A. Tomei and 


in 
(Wed. 


Rex Ricardi, prez and secretary of 
the Philly local. 
Trouble arises out of hurriedly 


made agreements which ferminated 
| last fall’s strike. In order to‘ speed 
men back to work, formal contract 
making was delayed and just a mem- 
orandum was signed. When time 
came to ink real termer, Warners 
| maintained that memo gave them 
|privilege of dispensing with Fox 
band at will. This was denied by the 
Union, The point came up about two 
| months ago, but action by both sides 
| was withheld until Weber recovered 
|from an illness from which he was 
suffering at the time. 

Tomei also has complaints regard- 
jing agreements made for nabe 
| houses. He claims circuit has arbi- 
trarily reduced scale at Alleghany 
and Nixon. He says WB picked up 
|an old price list of three or four 
| years ago and jis attempting to use 


| . ° , 
| it now, in violation of agreement, 





“VOX POP’ SOUGHT 
FOR VAUDE DATES 


Wallace Butterworth and Parks 
Johnson have been approached about 
| playing some vaude dates with their 
i\*Vox Pop’ (Molle shaving cream) 

act. One spot proposed is the Roxy, 
N.Y. 

| Pair’s regular Tuesday night 
, broadcast (NBC) would originate 
from the stage of the theatre they 
happened to be playing that night. 


Caranas Claims ROC 
Failed to Deliver 


Dallas, April 27. 

Hearing on extension of temporary 
injunction Maurice Caranas has ob- 
tained, to prevent American Federa- 
tion of Musicians putting his Chez 
Maurice on unfair list, has been con- 
tinued until Saturday (May 1), Civil 
action rests in Judge Towne Young's 
district court here. 

Question involves charges lodged 
with union by Henry Gardner's or- 











|'chestra and Radio Orchestra Corp. 


| tract. 


| 


| When Coburn 


for $5,000, alleging violation of con- 
Union ruled Caranas had to 
put $5,000 in escrow pending out- 
come of affair. 

Instead, Caranas petitioned court 
for restraining injunction. He 
claimed ROC contracted to deliver 
him three bands, Jolly Coburn being 
committed to open spot last summer. 
wasn't delivered, he 
felt justified in breaching remainder 
of, contract. 


MCA Loses Ramona Sutt 


Ramona Monday (26) won _ her 
, civil suit against Music Corp. of 
America for $840, claimed due her 
for a recent engagement at the 


Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y. Municipal 
Court Judge Mathews denied MCA’s 
motion to deposit the coin with ¢ 

court pending the outcome rt 
Ramona’s’ contractual _— difficult:°s 


with Paul Whiteman. 


Nicholas Rogers, for Ra- 


mona, 


attorney 
is filing an appeal of the ! 


icent injunction gained by Whiteme” 


against the pianist-singer on the 


/claim she breached a personal man- 
agement pact. 
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Fusitive From W. 46th St. Finds More 
B’way in Catskills Than in Times Sq. 


+ 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 
Dear Boss: 

I know I am supposed to be a 
fugitive from 46th street but I'd like 
io come home and I want to know is 
all forgiven? The point is I’ve been 
in the Catskills a week now and I 
gotta get away. There’s 
too much Broadway here. In 
you have to have seen Arthur Ko- 
per’s play, ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
at the Lyceum, you probably think 
you know the mountains. 


entirely 
case 


But you 





don’t. Because Kober forgot to tip; 
us off about what’s happened up| 
here. 

What’s happenea is something 


curious. The Catskills have found 
showmanship. I know you think/| 
that’s an old story—but it isn’t. Be- 
cause there’s a new kind of show 
business up here. 

Take, for instance, Saturday night. 
I got tired sitting around a village | 
inn and I crept out of my hole and | 
went up to a spot called Grossinger'’s. | 
And before I got my foot across the 
doorway, almost, I bumped _ into 
Louis Sobol, Paul Small (Wm. Mor- | 
ris office), Nicky Blair (Paradise), 
Charlie Berns (21), Bill Hardy (Gay | 
Nineties), Doc Leo Michel, Monte | 
Proser and Milton Blackstone. And 
that’s a hell of a bunch to bump 
into when a guy’s hiding from | 
Broadway. That’s what’s going on | 
nowadays. The Catskills are now | 
the Broadway mob’s idea of a hide- 
away. So much so that they’re trip- | 
ping all over each other while hid- | 
ing. 

And it isn’t only that. 
spot like this Grossinger’s. 
is room here for something like | 
1,300 guests in a series of pleasantly | 
segregated buildings. All these | 
people are catered to all down the | 
line. Including entertainment. You've 
heard about all the kids who get | 
jobs as social directors in summer | 
camps and you've seen some of them. | 
But this isn’t that kind of a spot. |} 
Here, for instance, there is a thea- 
tre for the entertainment (casino 
they call it, just to be fancy) which | 
can house almost any show you} 
ever saw, including a stage with a| 
revolving platform, the most modern | 


lighting and scenery flying arrange- | 
| 


You take a | 
There | 


ments you can imagine. 
Quite a Show 


And shows are picked and booked 
through regular agencies, with 
recognized talent. Saturday night 
Harry Spear was the m.c., giving 
out a distinct Broadway atmosphere. | 





Emily Earle, who's been around, | 
did three comedy character songs | 
in the Molly Picon idiom. Rosa | 
Burnett is a coloratura songstress. | 
Al Sherman and Mary Harrison did | 
a couple of comedy songs. One is! 
very funny, although a mite too 
long. Jackie Smith is a youthful | 
tapper with a lot of real talent and 
a chance to click solidly some day. | 
Jerry Shaw is an eight-year-old tot | 
in the Bobby Breen school, nasal but | 
efieciive. Singing ‘Eli Eli’ at this | 
Spot made him a cinch. Moe Har- 
way gives out at the mike in a sort 
of minor Bing Crosby manner. He 
also doubles as bartender and mixes 
a swell Martini, which is perhaps | 
more important than his singing. | 
Al Parker is a dancer who also sings 


Some, not importantly but quite | 
amusingly, He's stationary at the | 
spot. 


To add a fillip Johnny Houser 
bowed on to sing a couple of num- 
bers; he’s coming up in a couple of 
weeks again to stay through the 
summer with his band. 

Now that isn’t as good a lineup 
as one of the old Palace bills, maybe, 
but Gus Sun did plenty worse in his 
day. And this is the off-season in 
the mountains; things haven't started 
yet, 

But the point I'm making is that 
things should start pretty soon, they | 
teil me, They're dusting off the lake 
and sprinkling the roller-skating 
courts, Any minute now the mob 
should be here, says Jenny Gros- 
Singer, and when she says mob that’s 
evidently what she means. There's 
room in the dining room to seat 
1,500 at a sitting and the gross per | 
week during the heated period, I am | 
told, estimates something like $50,000. | 
That isn’t hay, even if this is the 
country, 


And it's okay in its place—but I 
left Broadway to get away from 
B: oadway and to look at things here, | 
Maybe it's more peaceful to catch | 
Some shows at Loew’s State. 


| Light's 


| after 
| hotel, N. Y., May 13. 








Fate 


Philadelphia, April 27 

Stage show at the Earle the- 
atre here always plays 
river in Camden Sundays, be- 
cause Pennsy laws prohibit Sab- 
bath vaude. But Stepin Fetchit, 
booked at the Earle 
week, inked line only on con- 


across 


current 


dition he wouldnt have to 
make Camden appearance. In- 
stead, after performing at 


Earle Friday and Saturday, he 
went to New York. 

He is now in N. Y. hospital, 
recovering and critical as was 
reported at first. A tire blow- 
out threw his car into an el 
pillar in Harlem Sunday (25). 
Unable to find satisfactory sub 
on short notice, Earle is leav- 
ing his spot blank. He will 
play out the week at some 
future time, 











Waltz Tab Ist 


Of RKO’s Special“ 


Shows in Cleve. 


Cleveland, April 27. 

Tab version of ‘Great Waltz’ is 
first of four special house productions 
being organized at RKO Palace by 
Nat Holt, beginning May 14, to cash 
in on reopening of Great Lakes 
Exposition here. 

Harriet Hoctor is being considered 
for star spot in opener, which will 
be produced by Clark Robinson, 
aided by John Hickey and Chester 
Hale. Hale is to stage dance routines 
and ensembles. 


| to its. 


Headliners, scenery and costumes | 


| will be changed weekly, and Holt 


has the idea of continuing the house 
productions through hot months if 
they go over. 


Sobol, Smith and Dale 
Booked by State, N. Y. 


Loew’s State’s semi-annual book- 





| ing of the Broadway columnists con- 


tinues with the spotiing of Louis 
Sobol, (N. Y. Journal) week of May 
27. Ed Sullivan, of the N. Y. News, 


played the house a few weeks ago. | om abtitionst tue weeks. 


Week of May 20, at the State, will 


see the return to vaude of Smith 


and Dale. Comedy team, which goes 
to the Coast in the fall under a pic- 
ture contract with RKO, hasn't 
played a vaude date on Broadway 
in some time. This same show will 
include Anna May Wong and Enoch 
band, latter current at the 
McAlIpin hotel. 


Advertised in ‘Folies’ 


Unit, Awarded $6,500 
Spartanburg, S. C., April 27. 

Nancy Flake, 20, singer, has been 
awarded a jury verdict of $6,500 
against the Greensboro News Co., 
local daily, the National Theatres Co.. 
and the Meltz Bakery, in her $50,000 
suit over publication of her photo in 
a tie-in advertisement with a stage 
chow. She claimed publication of the 


photograph was without her per- 
| mission. The three defendants have 
announced plans to appeal the de- 
cision. Miss Flake also claimed she 
had never been a member of the 
show in question and that as a re- 


sult of the publication of her photo- 


graph, her reputation and careel 
were damaged. 
Publication of the photo was tied 


in with ‘Folies de Nuit, which fea- 


tured one strip and several semi- 
nude players in two acts during @ 
' recent Carolinas tour, 


Barrett’s Stage, Radio Dates 
Sheila Barrett plays one week at 
Capitol theatre, Washinzton, May 14, 


closing at the Savoy Plaza 


Also skedded tor Schaefer Beer 
program, May 2, on WOR, Newark. 


i 
| 
| Dario 
! 


| Dorchester 
May 10. 


2 Dance Acts Abroad 





and Diane, terp_ twain. 
sailed Sat. (24) to open four-week 
stand at the Ambassadeurs, Paris. 


Doveiailing that date will be three 
weeks at the Savoy, London. Henry 
W. Herrman set. 

Maurice 
day for 


and Cordova sailed same 
eight-week stretch at the 
House, London, 


Outside Coin Bolstering 
Philly Nite Club Strike: 
Picket Squads Sprinting 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

Around $5,000 will be poured into 
Philly this week to bolster the fiag- 
Zing sirike of waiters and kitchen- 
help ai the Arcadia-International, 
ace Quaker City nitery, officials of 
| the 
| Money, which wil. be used to pay 
pickets ‘and other expenses, will be 


provided by Union's International 
Headquarters. 
Meantime, entire crew of bar- 


| tenders, who went out with waiters, 
returned to work. About one-fourth 


of kitchen help is also back in 
j;aprons. Padula declares he won't 
take waiters back unless they post 


bond to observe 


With number of pickets, at Mayor's 
order, 


' 


reduced to five, they resorted 


Saturday night (24) to running to 
| cover more territory. As one squad 
got tired, jit was replaced by an- 


other. 


NUDE DANCE PINCH 
HYPOS "WAUKEE JOINT 


Milwaukee, April 24. 

The Village, formerly the Bowery, 
was given two floor shows nightly 
waiters—those of whom re- 
mained awake. One night Conchita, 
billed as a Mexican spitfire, decided 
to rehearse a new nude dance—all 
nude and very little dance. 
waiters came to life and so did sev- 
eral plain clothesmen who happened 





j}in‘at the wrong time. They made a 





pinch. 

The press ballyhooed the arrest on 
page one, and now the S.R.O. sign 
is hung nightly in front of the joint, 
and Conchita dances with more 
clothes than she wears on the street. 





Ross Set in Dallas 


Lanny Ross has been spotted for 
two weeks at the Pan-American 


| Casino, Dallas Expo nitery, opening 


| 
} 
| 


j 


in her 


Greensbore¢ 


| ising. 
Greensborc 


| ture 


t 
| coo for damages to her 


July 24. Nitery holds an option for 


Band with Ross 
Harris’ aggregation. 


will be Phil 


Loew's Memphis Show 
Memphis, April 27. 
Loew's State theatre, which dis- 
continued stage show policy some 
time ago will present Roger Pryor’s 
band in Cotton Carnival Week, May | 
8, engagement. 


The | 


yaa eee CLUES 


‘Vaude-Hungry Sticks Creat 


VARIETY 57 





H 





= 
Fa 


Renewed Demands for Cheap 





Open | 


Waiters’ Local declared today. | 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


terms of | 


| 
| 


| (25) grossed a little more than half- | the 


| 





Bil] will also include California 
Varsity Eigh*, male chorus, and 
four acis of vaude. 


Jury Awards $6500 to Local Singer 





Special Odds for Actor 


Joe Lewis, m.c. at the new 
Frolics, Broadway nitery, says 
he had a new sort of special 


itten into his contract 
during this winter’s Florida en- 


clause w: 


gagement as a gambling spot 

‘They agreed also to give me 
7-5 on 6's and 8's and 2/1 on 
10’s or 4's.’ 








Even N.Y.’s Mayor 
Couldn't Up AFA 





Benefit; 106 B.0. 


| worst 


American Federation of Actors an- 
nual benefit at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, N. Y., Sunday night 


capacity figures at around $10,000. 
Front portion of the house, compris- 
ing the $10 top seats, was almost to- 
tally empty. 

An actors show for actors, benefit 
held very little in the way of top- 
flight talent. Few names put in ap- 
pearance. Phil Baker was among 
those who sent his regrets, claiming 
illness of his wife. Stoopnagle (and 
Bud) claimed personal illness, with 
the result that Baker's Bottle (Harry 
McNaughton) and Bud teamed up as 
a comedy act. 

Show's standout was Mayor La 
Guardia maestroing the combined 
Police, Fire and Sanitation Depart- 
ment orchestras. Mayor had re- 
hearsed the stint for a couple of 
weeks. For the finale of his pit act, 
LaGuardia batoned the combined 
Police and Fire Dept. glee clubs. 


B’klyn Par Mulls Pit 
Band Policy as on B’way 


A pit band policy for the Para- 
mount, B’klyn, along the same lines 
as played at the N. Y. Par, has 
been recommended but not certain 
whether it will be installed. One 
drawback is said to be an unwritten 
agreement in downtown Brooklyn 
among the large houses to keep stage 
shows out, aimed presumably at the 
unions, 

Recently the Par, Brooklyn, in- 
stalled so-called ‘professional’ nights 
Fridays. These have been extremely 
successful so far. 


Cook’s K. C. Run Ends 
Kansas City, April 27. 
Ted Cook, who will have com- 
pleted 20 weeks as m.c. at Tower 


theatre first week in Mav, leaves to 


open May 8 at Orpheum, Memphis. 


Tower now auditioning m.c.’s to 


fill vacancy. 


Publicized as Member of Road Unit 


Charlotte, N. C., April 27. 
Superior court jury awarded Nancy 
Flake, 20, local $6,500 
$50.000 


radio singer, 


against 


suit 


companies for alleged 


misuse of hey 
defendants were the 


Melis bakery 


Three 
News, 
theatre. 
after Miss 
was published in the Greens- 
boro Daily News in a tie-in adver- 
tisement over the name of a bakery 


and 
National 


Suit arose 


three | 


photograph in adver- | 





| 








and career as a result of the publi- 
cation, 
Defendants coniended that the | 


photographs were used jin error and 
that such damage that accrued to 
Miss Flake was smal] 
Permission under law is 
Miss Flake to move against 
all three of the defendants 


given 
anv or 
for the 


amount of the damages. 


Flake’s pic- 


in connection with the appearance of | 


'a road show. ‘Folies de 
the theatre Miss Flake cited the 
| fact that she had never been a mem- 
ver of the troupe in demanding $50,- 
reputation 


Paree,’ at | 


| 


| $2,500 against 


Upon first entering with its ver- 
dict, the jury sought to apportion 
the amounts of the damages, but 
Judge Frank S. Hill instructed that 


the law would not permit apportion- 
ment by the verdict. The jury’s dis- 
allowed apportionment of the dam- 
ages set $3,500 against the News: 
the theatre, 
against the bakery. 


Trial lasted four days. 


$150. Units; Quality Secondary 


The rural tastes in stage shows ap- 


pear to have switched back to the 
pre-radio era. That sense of dis- 
crimination in. talent which came 


with the education of the hick towns 
by radio’s de luxe variety programs, 
seems to have taken leave; 
and smaller cities iin accept- 
ing most everything and anything in 
the way of vaude and units 
hunger for 


Major and indie booking offices in 
New York, which up till this past 
eason didn’t dare send a show into 
the sticks which couldn't pass in the 
metropolhtan districts, have suddenly 
discovered that everything is going 
over in the less cosmopolitan centers, 
Cheap units and second and _ third- 
rate variety layouts clicking 
everywhere. 


the towns 


are ag: 


through 


heer stage shows, 


are 


the ext) few 
vaude has had in 
Vaude took its 
beating in the smaller spots, 
which, through short budgets, 
couldn't meet the educated entertain- 
ment tastes of their patrons, 
Straight-pix and the subsequent 
double-feature policies supplanted 
vaudfilm programs. With the 
low-budgeted shows again accept- 
able, vaude should begin to show 
signs of at least a slight revival in 
the months to come. 


This is one of emery 
heartening 


the past eight vears 


Signs 


Popularity of the $150-a-day units, 
coupled with the fact that some of 
them are getting as high as 30 and 
40 weeks work in one, two and 
three-day spots, is one indication of 
the trend back to stage shows in the 


smaller towns. Lately, Paramount 
has been booking units budgeted 
around $2,000 in some of its New 
England locations, where _— stage 
shows were absent for several vears. 
In every instance, the Par stage 
bookings clicked both in b.o. and 


audience response. These same type 


of shows brodied a few years ago in 
the same towns, 
Wilby-Kincey chain through the 


Carolinas, a Paramount theatre sub- 
sidiary, is also going in extensively 
for cheap stage shows. These houses 
usually drop all stage ideas during 
the hot months, but, according to 
word from the south, the unit-policy 
will be continued this year in most 
towns through the summer, 


‘STRIPS’ UNIT ADS 
CENSORED IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 27. 

Tiff between management of vaud- 
film Lyric and the Indianapolis 
Times over ad copy on ‘Stars and 
Strips’ stage revue resulted in the- 
atre cutting size of its ads to a mini- 
mum for the week and spending the 
difference on the town's two radio 


stations. Ludwell Denny, Times edi- 
tor, a former clergyman, blue-pen- 
cilled the phrase ‘How to Undress in 
Front of Your Husband’ in Lyric 
theatre ads. Management offered to 
change it to read ‘School for Un- 
dressing, but editor still objected. 


However, he offered as acceptable 
alternative another phrase appearing 
in ads which ran, ‘A Show to Out- 
strip Them All.” Theatre didn't like 
this, and scheduled only a small ad 
for seven days of engagement. Biz 
is good, 


MCA Sets Booking Deal 
With Brinkler Hotel Chain 


Chicago, April 27. 
Brinkler Hotel system, which oper- 
ates 11 hostelries throughout the 
south in such Atlanta, 
Birmingham, New Orleans, etc., has 


towns as 


| signatured orchestra and talent ser- 
vicing through Music Corp. of 
America. Deal was set last week by 
v.p. Charles Miller. 


| spotting bends of eight to 14 


MCA will spot floorshows in each 
of the 11 hotels starting immediately, 
men 


| plus a warbler and a couple of spe- 


and $500 


| 


Cialty acts. 


NOVIS’ COAST ROUTE 
Donald Novis heads to the Coast 
for a week at the Orpheum, Los An- 
geles, May 19, and the Golden Gate, 
Frisco, thereafter. 
Will also do broadcasts and 
picture work in Hollywood, 


some 
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Night Club Reviews 





Hollywood Restaurant 


(NEW YORK) 

Nils Thor Grandlund, better 
known as N. T. G., is back at the 
Hollywood where for years he put 
on the shows and m. c.’d before 
going to the Paradise. NTG has 
been out of the Paradise for more 
than a year and since has been play- 
ing stage dates. He is back here 





under a two-year contract with Joe! 


Moss, who late in the summer 1s 
planning to open his International 
Casino down a few blocks on Broad- 
way. 

NTG’s first show here is distin- 
guished for its lack of prominent 
acts, but there are a flock of enter- 
tainers, plenty of girls, lots of 
N. T. G., good staging, and something 
of a plateful with the running time 
an hour and a half. Ostensibly entre- 
preneur Moss figures the N. T. G. 
name is enough for marquee 
draught, plus the chances that with 
this producer back the girls will be 
none too well clothed. 

Although long, the show moves 
sprightly and has zest as well as a 
good deal of novelty in addition to 
the expected lack of brassieres. Some 
of the performers are ar appreciable 
distance from tops, but others, such 
as the Six Debonairs, Tania and Kir- 
soff, Agnes and Tommy Nip, Jr., Ted 








HALLIDAY 


CLARK 
] ancers | 
[ )elighttully 

] Different 


NOW 
CASINO 
CONGRESS HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


Management HARRY KILBY 
Radie City, New York 


Adair (all new here), plus the hold- 
over Del Casino, are punchy. Casino, 
vocalist, who has been here seven 
months, has been signed for pictures 
by Metro and shortly goes to Holly- 
wood. 

He opens the current show’s May- 
time production number, which 
shows off the line of 16 and the 14 
showgirls, topped by a strip. Ted 
Adair follows with a fast tap dance, 
in turn followed by Casino’s solo 
from ‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th), ad- 


| mirably sold. 








Always Working 
‘WHITEY’ 


AL. ROBERTS 


NOW BOOKED AT 
HERSHEY - TROY AND 
SCHENECTADY 





Three mixed dance teams are in 
the show. Deane and Campo (New 
Acts) are on twice, doing three num- 
bers, proving fair, while Tania and 
Kirsoff (New Acts) are on twice. 
The Tania-Kirsoff team does a pro- 
duction novelty using a live snake, 
as well as a Cossack number, also 
very effective, in which Kirsoff 
throws knives. Other dance team is 
Agnes and Tommy Nip, Jr. (New 
Acts), daughter and son of the 
veteran Tommy Nip. The Nip chil- 
dren are quite handy with the taps. 


Although there is an abundance of 
dancing, including the Six Debonairs 
(New Acts), very smart male tap- 
ping sextet, NTG’s first production 
possesses enough novelty and other 
entertainment to keep patrons from 
getting inundated by hoofing of one 
kind or another. Len Manning and 
Mitzi, dog act with comedy, and the 
harmony singing team of Riley and 
Emmett, provide satisfying contrast. 
The Manning act isn’t tops, but it’s 
very entertaining. Pooch does a 
drunk opening with his master that 
is very cute. Working with a pianist, 
the Riley-Emmett team does eight 
minues of special songs, one around 
radio advertising, the other a grand 
opera idea. They score well. 

Two production numbers figure, 
one a jungle thing, the other in a 
Parisian background. Both are natu- 
rals for the stripping, but the most 
unique part of the show is the 
basketball game the line girls play 
on a cramped floor. And they really 
play it. Singer bringing on produc- 
tion numbers on two different occa- 
sions is rather small-timey. She gets 
no billing. A clever routine with the 
line girls is included in the Paris 
number, with costumes giving girls 
appearance that they are dancing 
with sailors. 

Two additional specialty dancers 
are Bobbie Joyce. in a fairly good 
acrobatic specialty, and Heloise 
Martin, whose tap on toes gets across 
okay. 

Mitchell Ayres’ band is here now, 
succeeding Lennie Hayton who was 
on the premises for sometime. Moss 
has placed the Ayres outfit under a 
long-term contract. On N. T. G.’s re- 
turn, sans the names that. have been 
here recently such as Harry Rich- 
man, Belle Baker, Benny Fields and 
Josephine Huston, the Hollywood 
was doing so much business Friday 
night, when caught, that the try- 
hard-to-please-all Karl Posch, vete- 
ran headwaiter, was forced to use 
up half of the floor show space for 
tables. Char. 





THE FROLICS, N. Y. 


This spot looks in. It’s in the 
Winter Garden building, nitery room 
having variously called the Board- 
walk, Plantation, Montmartre, most 
latterly Beatric Lillie’s boite-de-nuit 
until taking the veil. Reopened this 
stanza, under the aegis of Arthur 
Jawitz, aided by Chic Goldman and 
Irwin Alexander of the Club 
Caliente, it’s a spacious nitery with 
an elaborate show, sans couvert, 
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which looks a cinch for mass trade, 
if they’re still looking for comedy 
and nocturnal novelty. 


Joe Lewis m.c.’s and _ funnily 
paces a generous and _ generally 
diverting sequence. Oshins and 


Lessy, who came to attention at the 
Caliente, Terry Lawler, Fox and 
Ames, Andrews Sisters, Jack Gil- 
ford, Ralph Watkins orchestra and 
Don Martin’s tangoists comprise a 
thoroughly satisfying layout. That’s 
plenty of value at no couvert, $1.50 
and $2 minimum; also a $1.25 dinner 
tariff. 

Lewis was in fine fettle for the 
special $5 premiere; and these ex- 
52d street zanies, Oshins and Lessy, 
alumni of the borscht circuit, proved 


nelly) must be not without its com- 
pensation during the summer camp 
seasons. This team’s going far, hav- 
ing already attracted generous at- 
tention. 

Lewis, as fast and fly a funster as 
can be found in any upholstered 
saloon nowadays, gives out with 
those nifties in an arresting and tell- 
ing manner. Terry Lawler, now 
quite Myrna Loyish in personality, 
is a charmer on looks and effective 
with her mike song delivery. Her 
nifty lyrics get over neatly. 

Jack Gilford, mimic, has a nice 
flair for comedy, albeit a bit spotty 
in that he doesn’t pace his stuff 
well. Too much of it, and by trim- 
ming the weakies he has enough 
sockos to click. Butterworth, Laurel 
and Hardy, Vallee, Jimmy Walker 
and Jessel are strong; the earlier 
ones n.s.g. and he should-drop ’em. 
His conception of dialogic by-play 
evidences intelligent preparation. 
Andrews Sisters are youthful tap- 
sters, and Fox and Ames, ball- 
roomologists, round it out deftly. 
Watkins’ dansapation and the alter- 
nating Latin tempos from Don Mar- 
tin’s baton satisfy for the a 
Abel. 


SAWDUST TRAIL, N.Y. 


Jim Dwyer, ex-vaudevillian, at 
one time with Frankie & Johnnie’s 
West 45th street oasis, and latterly 
on his own, has a good, commercial 
idea in the Sawdust Trail. As the 
name implies, it’s a sawdust joint, 
slightly upholstered. But all the 
trimmin’s are there—the singing 
waiters, Capt. Kay Parsons with her 
expert songalogs from the Steinway, 
the lachrymose balladeering by a 
corps of entertainers, and a gener- 
ally al fresco, but not-too-cold-N. Y. 
atmosphere. 


From a pub on West 44th, Dwyer 
has converted it into an atmospheric 
spot, something a la Bill’s Gay Nine- 
ties, with a touch of the old Nut 
Club in Greenwich Village when it 
was at its nuttiest. 


Dinner is table d’hote, reasonable 
and good, with accent on the steaks 
and chops, but the show portion 
doesn’t start rolling until 9 p.m., and 
it’s at its peak when the after-the- 
atre influx piles in. Besides Miss 
Parsons, who has long pioneered the 
community sings in the niteries, Mil- 
dred Walker sings and plays at the 
piano in fine voice; there’s a singing 
waiter, Harry Kaplan, with a power- 
ful, sympathetic barytone (some- 
what Bennyfieldsesque), who would 
be a cinch, in the abstract, such as 
over the radio; plus a couple of 
other specialists. Room’s decor is 
effective, a hybrid between the Gay 
90’s and Leon & Eddie’s, Abel. 


ANCHORAGE 


(PHILADELPHIA) 


: Philadelphia, April 24. 

Consistency is apparently an un- 
heard of virtue at the Anchorage. 
Otherwise no one would think of 
mixing its background of rugged 
Colonial atmosphere with a Frenchy 
show and band. But Manager Mario 
Villani does it, and, amazingly 
enough, achieves from the mixture 
of the two unmixables one of Philly’s 
most charming niteries, a spot which 
has acquired considerable clientele 
because everything is just a little 
different. 


The daffy combo begins with the 
terrace-surrounded building, _ sit- 
uated on the banks of the Schuylkill 
and built about the time of the 
Revolution. Old-fashioned idea 
carefully carried out by subduing 


placing candles on each table. 

Then, on the other hand, band is 
billed as ‘French Swing Band,’ chirp- 
ing songs in the foreign lingo, and 
show features girl warbler who also 
delivers the lyrics in French. To 
top it, Villani, who duals the m.c.’- 
ing with his exec duties, is French- 
Italian and cuts his accent with a 
steak knife. Add to all that the fact 
that spot is owned by Art Padula, 
operator of the city’s most sophisti- 
cated nitery. It just doesn’t make 
sense, but adds up okay because the 
customers like it. 

Piece-de-resistance of the inn-like 
place is the quaint atmosphere. Run- 
ner-up is Villani. Formerly of the 
Ritz and Walton Roof he’s an experi- 
enced host. His dignity is so over- 
whelming, customers don’t dare 
laugh as he introduces acts in his 
syrupy French. But wittingly or not, 
he’s socko amusement. 

Show features Villani’s nephew, 
Jimmy Craig. Has swell baritone 


pipes and makes nice appearance. 





With only eight weeks nitery ex- 


anew that Having Wonderful Time’ | 
(plug for Arthur Kober-Marc Con- | 


perience, however, has much to 
learn. Tendency now is to leave all 
the work to his voice. Makes no at- 
tempt to put numbers across. 

Other acts include Winton and 
Diane, young, personable, boy-gal 
tapping duo; DeCarlos and Dubois, 
ballroom pair who combo fox trot 
and tango into indescribable some- 


thing; Mildred King, good _ acro- 
terper, and Margo Marka, French 
singer. 
Johnny Graff's band _ provides 
rhythm: Herb. 
(LONDON) . 
London, April 11. 
This is the 14th floorshow pro- 


duced by Charles Cochran in the 
Trocadero Grill Room since 1924. 
The average run has been 11 
months. It is a curious coincidence 
that his show opened on the same 
night Diane Ray stripped, but did 
not tease, at the Victoria Palace. 
Cochran’s Eve dressed from shower- 
bath to street garments and teased 
plenty. 

Making artistic use of coronation 
colors, and with a bunch of youth- 
ful girls, the show is a snappy af- 
fair. Producer has made full use of 
black silk stockings, always more 
alluring than nudity. 

Patsy and Bobby, a mixed team 
of acrobatic dancers, feature what 
is technically known as the butter- 
fly twist. They fare nicely. Joe 
Ortnes, new to this country, has a 
splendid routine of juggling feats. 
Some of them are along the lines 
of Rastelli, but the act is totally dif- 
ferent. He juggles balls, hoops and 
clubs, most of them while standing 
on a pedestal on one foot, and 
creates a favorable impression. 


Joe Jackson, Jr., essays his father’s 
tramp routine bicycle with identical 
make-up. But there is a notable ab- 
sence of the elder’s wistful playful- 
ness. There have been innumerable 
imitators, but the father is still su- 
preme. 

There are nine scenes in all, with 
the girls alternately caparisoned and 
unadorned, but always artistically so. 
The whole thing makes for an ex- 
cellent coronation nitery attraction. 


GOLD COAST ROOM 


(DRAKE, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, April 23. 

For a long time this huge room 
has failed to pay off. For several 
months there were a lot of pro and 
con arguments as to whether it 
wouldn’t be better to close the thing 
up, at least for the summer, but in 
the end Consolidated finally per- 
suaded them to take four weeks of 
Paul Whiteman and see if he 
couldn’t put the place on the map. 
He’s succeeded. 


Booking has not only caused a lot 
of discussion, but has packed the 
house every night since, and with 
spenders. Even though the nut is 
heavy, room alone running into 
plenty of money without including 
the cost of the band, the spot is due 
to pull out of the red. 

Whiteman organization is, as ever, 
certainly wise in showmanship. It 
hands out a large percentage of 
concert music, a smart move here in 
a room whose regular clientele has 
a concert state of mind. 


Band’s spectaltres comprise the 
show. Linda Lee, band’s new girl 
songstress, looks like a find. Girl 
has looks, appeal, and the personal- 
ity to sell a song. Jimmy Brierly, 
other soloist, also has what it takes. 
Good tenor voice has lots of umph 
and plenty more in his looks. 

Three T’s, combining the sax, 
trumpet, and vocals of three mem- 
bers of the orchestra, Frank Tram- 
bauer, Jack and Charlie Teagarden, 
are distinctly an asset to the band, 
doing their routines for swell effect. 
Al Galladaro, the saxophonist, does 
fine solo work. 

Along with the concert popular 
and novelty music, Whiteman has 
mixed just enough comedy to keep 
things moving. Band leader works 
as m.c. throughout. Loop. 


BRUNSWICK CASINO 


(BOSTON) 








and concealing electric lighting and | 





Boston, April 20. 

Formula for this recently revived 
spot, now under management of John 
|Liner, is ‘something doing every 
minute,’ with much emphasis on Lee 
Shelley‘s band. 

For current week Franco and 
Francine, dance team, and Three 
Diplomats, vocal dirt dishers, com- 
prise the floor show. With the band 





are two femme singers—Nita Court 


— 





for swing styff and Sharri Kaye for 
ballads. Caesar Muzzioli, accordion- 
ist, and Gene Mack, guitarist, both 
from the band, have solo innings be- 
tween dance sets. 


There is good reason to feature the 
band, since it is distinguished by 
versatile players, unusual instrumen- 
tations, and exceedingly catchy ar- 
rangements (by Gene Hammett). 
For example, an electric organ is 
blended in to smooth numbers and 
at times spotted. Accordions play 
an important role in many numbers. 
frequently using three at a time. 
The 16-string, electric, double-necked 
guitar is certainly far removed frorn 
the conventional, and its effects 
greatly enhance the arrangements or 
accentuate rhythm, as the case 
may be. 

Shelley doubles between fiddle and 
accordion, radiates a cheery person- 
ality, and generally creates the right 
tempo for the room. 

Outstanders in the floor show are 
Franco and Francine, whose routines 
and music set them up high in their 
field. Opening number is a highly 
stylized modern routine with unique 
music (‘Malaguenas’), superbly ar- 
ranged so that it focuses the undi- 
vided attention of the customers on 
the dance floor. A fast ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ with a rhumba break, is good 
contrast for second number; and a 
bolero climaxes with a whirlwind 
spin. 

Casino is one of the most spacious 
rooms here (400). A lounge bar ad- 
joins and the minimum tap is $1.50. 
Judging from the biz, the policy now 
current is popular. For. 











Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 


AT THE 
‘“‘Home of Swing’’ 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 











OLIVE 


ANDREE 
AL 
SAMUELS 


Mar. 15th to April 30th, “Fem- 
ina,” Vienna, Austria. May Ist 
to 31st; “Feniks,” Krakow, Po- 
land. June 1st to 30th; “Col- 
orado,” Bucarest, Rumania. 
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Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 
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Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER a1. 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premires at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











THE SHOW PEOPLE’S 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


There was no need this week at 
the Radio City Music Hall to go 
afleld to book a lot of talent for the 
stage, inasmuch as ‘Star Is Born’ 
(UA) will in itself take care of 
things. but mostly out of the stock 
troupes and performers here Leon 
Leonidoff has fashioned a palatablé 
revue in three scenes. 

Stage presentation is billed ‘La Vie 
Parisienne.’ It runs only, 28 minutes, 
which proves entirely enough in 
view of the length of the feature, but 
it also entirely suffices as in-person 
diversion. 

Setting is Paris, opening scene be- 
ing ‘On the Boulevard.’ In this num- 
ber Dorothy Miller, beside a lamp- 
post and her flowers, introduces the 
action vocally to bring on the Music 
Hall Glee Club. Girls with flower 
carts mix into the choral number by 
the gleemen for novel but effective 
results, while the Rockettes top in a 
familiar but good routine. Miss 
Miller ch8oses a French number. 
She’s fair. Moving scenery which, at 
first, suggests boulevard folk are 
walking finally falls into place, with 
the Seine in the background. This 
portion of the staging unique. 

Raphael, concertina player, who 
proves no more than a casual nov- 
elty. and the swank dance team of 
Georges and Jalna, are spotted in 
a Montmarte cafe scene midships. 
Georges-Jalna twain which has come 
up rapidly through the night clubs 
and during the past winter in Miami, 
stands out in the show in their two 
uniquely-styled ballroom numbers. 

This team, plus the ostrich-fan 
dance routine by the ballet and 
Rockettes in the finale, give the cur- 
rent stage portion its two sockful 
punches. In the finale, a total of 70 
girls are utilized and the number be- 
comes one of the best ever done 
here. In black-and-silver costumes, 
against a red-and-white set of rich- 
ness, troupe of 70 uses ostrich fans 
for highly effective results in form- 
ing groupings and designs. Viola 
Philo, standard soprano here, ap- 
pears ahead of this finale in a colora- 
tura solo, ably rendered. 

Business Sunday evening at the 
first show very big. Char. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, April 25. 

Sally Rand is the big attraction at 
this house, but not the big act, which 
is easily taken by William and Joe 
Mandell, acros and clown turn that 
captured calls and encore. Full 
house opening night (Friday) and 
big week-end biz more of a tribute 
to expectations than realization. 

Blue spotlights on stage protect 
Miss Rand to some extent in a fan 
dance that goes over on nudity ap- 
peal in this town. The fans get an 
eyeful and word-of-mouth is bring- 
ing in the crowds. 

Gabriel Padney speeds up local 
orch in swing and hot tunes, at times 
breaking into Chopin, Debussy and 
Beethoven. He does a competent 
job throughout. 

Line of 12 gals appears in standard 
routines back of opening act, The 
Thrillers, roller skaters, who do 
usual swings, varied with trio of 
stooges who are also swung around. 
They build up to a twisting swinging 
of gal hanging on belt round man’s 
neck. Line returns in Spanish cos- 
tumes and gal singing Spanish, to a 
Bolero dance, introing Roye and 
Maye, adagioists, a fair turn that 
gets a hand. Nell Kelly, in third, 
clowning songs with lots of action, 
was liked and her imitation of Garbo 
gets an encore. 

The Mandells, tumblers’ § and 
comics, in the fourth spot accom- 
panied by a flock of girls dressed as 
jungle dancers. Mandells go into a 
fake strong man act, but quickly 
show they have the stuff and were 
the strong act of the night. Then 
Sally Rand for the closing act. She 
gives the fans everything they had 
been looking for in fan and bubble 


dan-ees. 
‘Man in Exile’ (WB) and ‘Too 
Many Wives’ (Col) on screen. 


Lane. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 23. 

Dropping name-bands for a week, 
stage show at Fox turns its attention 
to ballet. Features Catherine Little- 
field group—Philly’s own, and al- 
ways popular here—in a sort of fare- 
well party. Crew is making final 
appearance before leaving for per- 
formances at Paris Expo and tour of 
European capitals. 

Ads mention this as final showing 
of troupe in this country, but this 
wasn’t plugged strongly enough. No 
meniion of it made in presenting 
number, either. Pushing the point 
harder might have been good for 
additional biz, because many opera- 
goers, who don’t regularly hit Fox, 
could possibly have been attracted 
for a final 0.0. of group. 

Despite Katharine Hepburn on 
screen in ‘Quality Street’ (RKO), 
b.o. opening day not so good as on 
many recent Fridays with much less 
highly touted pics. Possibly Philly 
aud feared ‘ballet’ meant lacy veils 
and heavy-calved gals, not especially 
intriguing bait for usual film house 
patrons. However, §Littlefielders, 
well-trained and with fine chore- 
ography, left the veils in the trunk 


and trotted out a few gals who were 
okay lookers as well as dancers. 

Number presented is titled “Barn 
Dance.’ It is perfect for film house 
aud and goes over well. Shows good 
sense on part of management and 
Miss Littlefield. Very simple, there 
was no trouble following its descrip- 
tion and story is colorfully cos- 
tumed, fairly humorous, and well- 


ROXY, N. Y. 


The way they were piling in all 
through opening day (Friday) and 
the stand-ups and hold-outs on the 
night shows of the initial lap augurs 
record boxoffice biz for the Roxy, 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th), with 
Winchell, Bernie, et al., of course, is 
the lodestone. 





presented. 

Opening the bill is Duval & Co., 
magi. Trickster does abbreviated 
turn, confining 
producing silk handkerchiefs 
scarfs. sticking them in tubes and 
changing their colors. It’s all familiar 


much better received. Miss Charles- 
ton, formerly of Vanities, is exceed- 
ingly cute. And she has an almost 
original idea. She mimics the mimics 
on the Bowes amateur prog. Also 
imitates some of Bowes’ amateurs 
themselves. Best is sympathy act of 
poor working gal from Paterson, 
N. J. Act seems rather abbreviated, 
however, and can probably use 
several minutes more. 

Show padded out with two news- 
reels, both Movietone. Wouldn’t 
have been so bad if both reels 
weren’t all baseball And inasmuch 
as every baseball shot seems to be 
exactly like every other, whether 
it’s the opening day in Washington 
or Philadelphia, stuff got highly bor- 


ing. Herb. 
TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, April 23. 
House is currently biting into a 


nice piece of coin with ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th) and a variety bill 
that has a couple of worthwhile 
moments. 

Missing from flesh section this 
week is Lester Harding, baritone, off 
a week in favor of Peter Higgins, 
tenor, who headlines. Higgins, who 
hasn’t been heard locally for some 
time, peddles his tunes knee deep in 
personality and is sock. He shifts 
out of mike range for one tune and 
it’s restful to the ears. 


Jay and Lucille are liked in their 
ballroom turn which is neatest bur- 
lesque dance act to be seen here in 
a long time. They offer no new 
twists, but deliver a sales package 
neatly tied. 

Cevene Trio, two men and a gal, 
have a wire turn. They are pretty 
intent on getting the job done and 
overlook showmanship values. Men 
are apt enough. 

Francis Abella and his parrot, John 
Tio, add a fine novelty bit to the 
bill. The bird sounds off with a 
number of imitations going from 
animals to birds to Durante. 

The line (12) opens the bill with 
a baseball specialty and is seen 
again when it brings on Higgins to 
close. Latter appearance has gals in 
varied costumes in a walk-around 
routine. 

Ted Cook, m.c., besides intro-ing 
acts pipes an interulde in one of 
Higgins’ numbers. Judy Conrad's 
ork is sufficient throughout. 

Hoyt. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 25. 


events 
to hold down all film theatre trade. 


although Stepin Fetchit, as special 
oo feature, gets virtually equal 
illing. 





eral orks this house has been featur- 


of class. 
and features novelty whenever pos- 
sibility without bending very heav- 
ily one way or the other in the mat- 
ter of ‘swing.’ 

Audience goes in a big way for 
California Varsity Eight. Coast octet 
not seen here before, male singers 
all togged out in those hussar uni- 
forms so dear to the Shuberts. Most 


ways. Basically an adagio team but 
specializing definitely in comedy, 
amounting most of the time to bur- 
lesque and slapstick. Both members 
of the team are clever, with the 
woman particularly tickling the au- 
dience with her clowning. She's not 
unlike Martha Raye without the 
large-mouthed vocalizing. Act went 
over big. 


Howard Nichols offers a _ clever 
hoop juggling specialty, opening 
show, and Edna Sedgewick has two 
appearances offering tap and twirl 
dancing. 

Fetchit is on last and although of- 
fering nothing especially new or dif- 
ferent from his usual ‘lazy’ manner- 
isms, he delights the mob out front 
especially with his business of need- 
ing a bell-hop to find a telephone 
and his taking his bow in a rolling 








chair. Waters. 


stuff. although Duval is a fairly 
clever manipulator and puts them | 
over well. Act spotted in number 
two position. Helen Charleston 


Earle has an ‘ace’ stage show this 
week, rating with the best offered 
in some time and well received by 


riday and Saturday tending 


Pryor ‘Swinging Syncopators’ band, 


Pryor’s bunch may not have the 
following around here that the sev- 


ing this Spring, but it shows plenty 
Band is musically sound 


of numbers, too, are from the oper- | 


ettas. 
Dancing duo, Ames and Arno, | 
prove unconventional in_ several 





| 


Supporting stage show, however, is 
equally expert. John Steel and the 
Three Sailors are the major rostrum 


Seoie : entries. The former Ziegfeld Follies 
himselt chiefs ang | Star with his Cavalcade of the old 


New Amsterdam and Music Box 
Revue songs is the highlight, but 
equally effective, and: balancing the 


tion, are the Three Sailors. It’s also 
a timely and topical booking coming 
into the Roxy on the heels of ‘Top of 
the Town’ (U) in which the clowning 
gobs stood out in their cinematic 
debut. They repeat the favorable 
screen impression in person, and their 
rope-skipping taps, as they present 
it, takes them off to strong hand-to- 
hand returns. 


Highlight of Steel’s songalog, into 
mike, is the pinhole spotlight which 
fades down almost to a blackout and 
thus sets the scene for a battery of 
baby svots which play down on 
showgirls 
placing them all over the house, in 
the boxes, the side promenades, etc. 


quite an added expense to the house 
this week. and the showsgirls, all 
lookers, likewise are augmentations 
to regular femme stage corps, but 
the expectancy of a fortnight’s bull- 
ish biz with the picture—and prob- 
ably more—must have been 
determining element to up the bud- 
get. 

Besides Steel and the Sailors, Ruth 
Miles and Eddie Kover in a charac- 
teristic adagio, against the jungle 
rhythm opening terp formation click. 
The tom-tom atmosphere and the 
Afro-voudoo routines make for a 
stand-out production interlude. The 
Jay Dennis Girls are the lookers to 
typify Steel’s ‘A Pretty Girl is Like 
a Melody’ thematic. Gae Foster’s 
general staging is expert per usual 
and Eddie Paul batons niftily in the 
pit. Newsreel and shorts round it 
out. 


| PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, April 24. 
Last week four acts on the bill: 
this week, seven. Last week not 





This week, it runs too long. 


Bill was late in being organized so 
that real opportunity for exploita- 
tion of a seven-act show was not 
possible. 

Opens well with the Three Flames 
‘in good skating routine. Have 
dressed themselves and their act 
nicely to enhance the whirlwind 
aspect of the stunts, and over nicely. 
Joe and Jane McKenna first click 
when they get into the burlesque 
adagio which is excellent vaude. 
Opening crossfire and knockabout 
remains uninspired. 

What’s happened to Irene Beasley? 
She was off her voice when caught 
and couldn’t get going. Former ether 
fav around here let the proceedings 
down badly. 

Joe Besser came back to town and 
got a number of good solid entertain- 


strictly Besser, and not his material 
that makes this act go over., With 


a fairish first-show audience. In fact! material plus Besser, it would be a 
reception certainly indicated biz | real standout. 
should pick up this week, sports Ann Pritchard is a swell dancer 


and so is her partner, Jack Lord, but 
Miss Pritchard needs a wardrobe. 


Film_is ‘When’s Your Birthday?’| Have a neat ballroom routine, how- 
(RKO), ever, with Miss Pritchard particu- 
Official headliner is the Roger) larly effective in a slightly humorous 


style of working. 

Eddie Garr, next-to-closing, came 
through with the standout session on 
the show. Sticking almost exclu- 
sively to impersonations of other 
stage personalities in this trip- 
around, Garr is showman enough to 
make it a Garr act rather than an- 
other mimic routine. Had to speech 
away after scoring solidly. In the 
closing the Five Jansleys gave ‘em 2 
whirlwind risley act that rates tops 
for finesse and acrobatics. 

Picture, ‘When Love Is Young’ 
(U). Business not so healthv last 


show with a nice comedy contribu- | 





beautifully presented by | 


ing minutes with his clowning. It’s 


The IATSE item for the extra men | 
to handle that many spots must be | 





Abel. | 


| 
| 
| 


enough entertainment on the stage. | 


showmanship garners one of the best 
hands of the first half. 

Sonia, Gansser and Marco, woman 
and two men comedy dancers, fol- 
low with a slapstick routine. The 
act is jerky, and too much time is 
taken recovering from bumps and 
falls. 

Georges Bastia, speed caricaturist, 
keeps a good line of chatter going 
while he draws in charcoal. Each 
picture resembles an animal, and 


with a few finishing touches be- 
comes a celebrity. He caught best 
with his caricatures of Premier 


Blum and Laurel and Hardy. 


Henry Garat, French film actor, 
has one of the biggest build-ups for 
a single act seen here recently. Pit 
orchestra moves onto stage and line 
of eight girls open act with a slow 
waltz number. Garat’s singing is 
of a kind well liked by the French. 
Voice is not as strong as it might 
be, but he is called back for more. 
Girls come on again at wind-up, and 
Garat does a little strutting with 
them while singing. 

Chrysis de Lagrange, aerial acro- 
bat, is a good performer. She dis- 
plays plenty of strength with poses 
on a swinging pole to glean good 
returns. 

Mystics of the Isola Bros. still 
have an attraction which draws a 
good hand, even though the act has 
been seen many times before. Once 
operators of the Mogador, brothers 
are two of the oldest performers on 
the Paris music hall stage. 

Austel and Arthur, acrobats, fol- 
low with a good variety of strong 
man stuff. Smaller member of duo, 


the | a Jap, is a smooth worker and light 


enough that his partner has no 
trouble lifting him. Routine not 
very unsual, but a few extra touches 
on the ordinary  hand-balancing 
helped them pull well. 


Ballet Gsovsky, eight girls and 
one man, draws cold turkey when 
the applause is passed around. Act, 
divided into six parts, which worked 
from one to all members of the 
troupe, and included Russian, Span- 
ish, Gay 90’s, toe, sailor and waltz 
offerings. 

Pierre Dac, French comic, fol- 
lows. His repertoire still consists of 
the usual gags and songs centered 
on politics and world events. 

Christians dog act takes the wind- 
up spot. Small white canine per- 
formers well trained with their lad- 
der climbing and dances helped 
them win hand. Serge Glykson in 
the pit. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, April 23. 

Under the tag ‘On the Levee,’ 
Howard Pierce currently has knitted 
six acts, plus 16-gal line, into 50 
minutes of snappy entertainment. 
Revue has benefit of good musical 
scores, nice settings and plenty of 
flashy costuming. Lacks names but 
more than makes up for this paucity 


As title suggests, show is localed 
along the ol’ Mississipp with big 
back-wheeled river boat forming the 
principal background, River shanty, 
plus a painted view of the river, 
completes the setting. Water tank 
placed under boat’s wheel to lend 
effect as boat moves part way off 
stage at end. 


Acts include the Seven Jubilee 
Singers, sepia harmony  warblers, 
and Conway and Parks, Negro hoof- 
ers. 


Lester Cole Singers, top billed, 
and the 16 Roxyettes (dubbed 
‘Southern Belles’) thread six acts to- 
gether nicely. Nine-man song en- 
semble are on several times, garbed 
as southerners, to provide necessary 
background with chorus gals. Line 
shows twice with pantaloon cos- 
tumes, once with reversible dresses 
revealing pix of darkies. Third turn 
is a swift tap routine, femmes garbed 
in flashy plantation dress. Cole sing- 
ers back on again near end for a 
round of tunes, including ‘Serenade’ 
from ‘Student Prince’ and a novelty, 
‘Ghost of Jazz.’ 


Sock performance of show falls to 
Vic Hyde, Niles (Mich.) boy who 
made good. His one-man band stuff 
is passable, but he really goes to 
town with ingenuous patter between 
feats with two and three trumpets, 
played at one time. 





show Friday. Gold 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, April 16. 
Still not the number one show | 
that was promised when the house | 
reopened, but this offering is a lit-| 
tle better than the first program | 
presented under the direction of) 
Marx. Henry Garat tops this one 
with a general line-up of French} 
stars for suvport, most of whom 
have been seen elsewhere in Paris 
too recently. 


A switch in the program due to 
the illness of French singer. Mlle. 
Bordas. put the Deux Weeken. 
acrobats, in as the opener. 


Chearenton’s puppet show follows 
with a line-up of marionettes that ! 
centered on a circus. Antics dis- | 
pley a good sense of comedy and 
movement of puppets smooth to 
make the act liked. 

Rolly Rolls, comic pianist, draws 
lau *:; all the way. His deft p'avin® | 
with various parts of his body and/| 


Paul Gordon, spotted last, turns in 
meritorious performance atop a uni- 
cycle and an assortment of bicycles. 
Climax comes with cyclist contrib- 
uting tunes on the clarinet while 
keeping time on unicycle. Beatrice 
Hagen, from the ether, gets over 
nicely with a soprano number. In 
white. she has plenty of s.a., but 
pipes could use a little more volume 
advantageously. 

Jubilee Singers, three femmes and 


four males, do just fair with ‘Lil’ 
',iza Jane’ number opening show. 
/Conway and Parks, terpers, offer 
|some fast tapping, plus one vocal 
effort. Nice hand. Entire company 


| of 37 on for opening and close. 


Overture, under Eduard Werner’s 
baton, is tagged ‘A Trip to the Fair’ 
and gets over niftily with ork’s im- 


pressions of attractions and _ side- 
shows at a country fair. Merle 
Clark, organist, turns in a nice job 
as barker. 

Downstairs peetty well filled at 
Inte show caught Friday evening 
(23). Flicker is ‘Personal Property’ 
(Metro). Pete. 


STATE, N. Y. 


With the feature film, ‘Maytime’ 
(Metro), running two hours and 15 
minutes the stage show has been 
held down. As it is, the final show- 
ing of the picture has the house open 
until 2:45 a.m., unusual for the State, 
Business fairly good, but not ex- 
ceptional for this spot. 


Cab Calloway and his band is the 
stage section of the show, colored 
swingster hi-de-ho’ing for 35 minutes 
in all. He has a ‘tramp band,’ lads 
who use makeshift instruments to 
make music, and two girl specialists 
in the present set-up. Avis Andrews 
was billed to warble, but illness took 
her out of the act after the first show 
and her place was not filled. Evelyn 
Keyes, a slow tempo tapper, is on 
for one number. 

Calloway, naturally, mentions his 
former Cotton Club connection and 
he will probably return there when 
the show changes. Looked spiifty 
in gray tails, while his bandsmen 
were in summer togs. His hi-de-ho 
number has a ‘Miracle Man’ label, 
but isn’t much different from the 
other tunes that gave him his trade- 
mark. ‘Just a Wearyin’ for You’ is 
featured, with Benny Payne, the 
pianist, singing the chorus at the 
mike. 

‘Peckin’ is a rather new number. 
Tune is in the present Cotton Club 
revue and the conductor claims it is 
the successor to the ‘Susie QQ.” He 
sings the lyric, too. Another num- 
ber is introduced, with apologies to 
Ken Murray and Oswald, it being 
‘That Man Is Here Again.’ It has 
been recorded, but does not seém as 
good as some of the other tunes. 

Outside of Calloway, there is lit- 
tle humor in the act, which is the 
reason for the tramp band. It is well 
cued in, when the regulars pull a 
sit-down strike and exit. There are 
no lines to bring them on again, the 
boys just strolling in and getting set 
to taper off the final number of the 
other ‘band.’ 

Act concludes with ‘Three Swings 
and Out,’ lively enough and it brings 
on the balance of the company for 
the curtain. Calloway is a good 
showman; in fact, that is a factor 
that has made him a figure on 
Broadway. Ibee. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 23. 

What a whale of a difference just 
a year makes. Back in 1936 at this 
time, the Stanley didn’t need to 
bother about a flicker when one of 
the Major Bowes units came around. 
It was generally some nondescript 
film that the management pulled 
away from the double feature 
Warner. Now the screen has ‘His- 
tory is Made at Night’ (UA), which 
hardly sounds like the old confidence 
in the gong-ster. 

Anyway, now that the Major is 
no lonver holding himself up as a 
purveyor of strictly amateur talent, 
his stage stock is rising a bit. Not 
exactly a lot, but enough. He has a 
trio of kids dressed up in Russian 
costumes, calls three femme hoofers 
the Canadian Caperettes, tosses in a 
Chinese baritone and a Swiss bell- 
ringer and labels the whole thing his 
‘Revue of All Nations.’ Backstage 
at the top of the bandstand there’s a 
globe that parts in the middle, and 
the talent steps out through that 
prop to further illuminate the billing. 

On the whole, entertainment is 
considerably higher than it’s been in 
the past. The Major’s still carrying 
a load of dead-wood in an effort to 
give it some semblance at least of 
simon-purity but there’s no longer 
the mob hand at the announcement 
of various program winners there 
was when the Bowes hour hit the air 
lanes on Sundays. Answer is prob- 
ably that listening audience since he 
switched to Thursday, has been cut 
virtually in half, around here, at any 
rate. Since that seems to be so, the 
Major could improve matters by 
sticking in as many pro ringers as 
he can find for key spots such as 
Pittsburgh. 

Revue is m.c.'d by Jack Squires, 
former musical comedy juve, who's 
apparently unhappy at turn of events 
in his career and shows it. There 
isn’t a smile on his face the entire 
length of the proceedings, and if it 
doesn’t happen to be displeasure, 


then it must be indigestion. About 
three stand-out turns in show. 
Danny Tracy, little hoofer who's 


been smart enough to top best fea- 
tures of Bill Robinson, Ray Bol er 
and Will Mahoney, respectively: 
Joan Zappa, burlesque toe dancer 
who recently filled a month’s en- 
gagement here at Nixon Cafe, and 
Johnny and Julius. One of ’em plays 
a hot trumpet, the other dplicates 
the effect with his voice and it’s a 
sock novelty that registers solidly. 
Other acts only so-so, but Bowes 
is apparently going in more and 


more for s. a. since femmes are being 
picked these days with an eye 10 
looks. Major’s usual build-up for 
Pittsburgh engagement repeaiecd 
again this time, with winner on 


Thursday night (22) program being 
planed here following morning (to 
open with unit. She’s Mary Smal! 
(not the w. k. child singer), 13-year- 
old tapper and all right but too ner- 
vous to get returns she deserves. 
Helpful, too, is spotting of Stan- 
ley’s house band on stage. In past. 
Bowes units have been content wit! 





two-piano accompaniment. Full mu- 
sic background makes world of dil- 
ference. Cohen. 
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KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, April 22. 
‘st, Moritz Follies’ unit, combined 
with the good supporting vaude 
makes a satisfactory offering for the 
customers in the final week of this 
season’s vaude here. 

Novelty of a troupe skating on real 
jce roused much comment, although 
the show was considerably maimed 
py the enforced absence of Herman 
Lonazi, figure skater, due to an in- 
fected foot. Kit Klein, speed skater, 
is the star; and she is introduced by 
news clips and an m. ¢,, unbilled. 
Miss Klein zips on stage for a few 
whirls, gabs a bit with the m.c. about 
ner special skates and introduces her 
own interpretations of ‘skaters of all 
nations.’ Unquestionably an _ ace 
speedster, : 
her best talents on a vaude stage. 

Bobby Hearn, barrel jumper, is the 
highlight from entertainment angle; 
and Sonya and Margo, figure skating 
duo, never really got wound up on 
opening show. A penguin number, 
Jater yanked, and an ice ballet, add 
little to the appeal of the unit. 

Only the opening number, a line 
routine by the ‘Dancing Darlings,’ 
has more than the apron to work on. 
This is a cute little sports number 
with gals batting out fake tennis 
balls to the audience. 

Best bets of the show all come in 
the early chapters: Dick, Dinah and 
Don; Frances Arms, Frank Gaby, 
and Barbara Belmore. 

Soft shoe eccentric and acro hoof- 
ing, as well as some unique perch 
and balance work are the surprise 
packages in the bag of tricks of Dick, 
D'»ah and Don. 

Frances Arms, of 


grand seller 


paiter songs and dialectic monogoly. | 


is here again. It’s the same solid 
routine, with the sure-fire patter- 
piece about ‘Let "Em Ramble, Let 
"Em Roam’ for a finale.» Miss Arms 
leaves ’em begging for more. 

Frank Gaby. with Billy Curtis, 
mdget, is displaying his wares in 
new dress. Many of the familiat 
gags are there, plus some new ones 
that jell with his professorial rig. 
Tne dummy is a pupil in similar at- 
tire. The box bit is out, although 
Curtis takes the spot for the live 
ventriloquism at the end. If Gaby 
is wondering about the new business, 
he should relax after hearing huz- 
zahs that call him back for exira 
bows. 

Barbara Belmore, one of the most 
exnerienced fanners in show biz, 
satisfies with her eye-filling routine 
secon around here many times in 
niteries. Opening day Miss Belmore 
apnarently had not quite adapted 


her turn to the relative broad ex- | 


pense of this stage. 
‘Breezing Home’ (U) on the screen. 
Fox. 


Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, April 12. 

Although theatres in general are 
not feeling that upward curve which 
usually follows Lent, Wintergarten 
is doing sell-out biz. Bill is no great 
shakes, but if it’s vaude the folks 
want, their only two choices are 
Wintergarten and Scala. 

Show opens with Hanna Feller, in 
her new act, balancing herself on 
a big ball ascending and returning 
on an inclining three sided right- 
angled gangway. Done in a big spot 
it would be effective if not so slow. 
Irene Clarton follows with three 
monkeys on the flying trapeze. High 
Spot is when two of the monks cross 
in the air exchanging trapezes. 

William Blacker is a good mimic 
who in his opening number affects 
a Harold Lloyd pan and with his 
partner, Emele, does an eccentric 
dance with plenty of pep. After the 
Jack Hill ballet fill-in, Emele and 
Blacker in a tin-type get up to a 
ey take off on terping as done in 

900. Nicolo Lupo, quick change 
artist, does a sketch in which he 
pops in and out of three exits in 

averse makeups of five different 
, aracters. If speed means anything, 

€ certainly has it. Fourteen-year- 
es Mariechen Brumbach, billed as 
je world’s youngest aerialist, has all 

e standard tricks down pat—hori- 
— balance on the ring, hanging 
did with one foot and the split—she 

T them all and got a big hand. 
ot en minutes of hokus pokus and 
— are offered by Clemens Bell- 
fon and his girls and poodles. The 

al Step and the latter catch 
= es and balls by the dozen. One 
tat even catches a ring with its 
Ca and whirls jit round ‘n’ round. 

— £0 over big. 
pre got around in Vienna that 
p~ vee Bettina has good looking 
ie whi now she is doing a single 
» a ich she strips in a show win- 

nt Pe a transparent blind. After 
hic ing her toiletries, she did a 
c VP and a terp. 
with Hill gals closing the first half 
Am a military drill and formation 
on € down the house. Intermission 
oa cer meant nothing. The folks 
cored not Satisfied till the girls en- 

All with a syncopated goose-step. 
of th Spectators seated in the middle 
yl € house were shooed on stage 
in pee the Derosini tight rope act, 
obheite of the net which they were 

Sed to use in accordance with the 


erman law “em 
& te win’ Two men and a girl 


Others 
girl S$ sh 
Self 
they 
Other, 
Number, 


Oulder, added to which the 
Scrambles up and, balancing her- 
on the head of the top guy, 
Parade from one end to the 
The final thrill is the bicycle 
Across the shoulders of 


Miss Klein cannot show off | 


ire; one chap gets onto the | 


| 
| 


the two bikers is a bar which sup- 
ports a third cyclist with the femme 
posing on his cranium. 

_Kennt and Paddy offering tumb- 
ling and strong arm stuff in a spirit 
of fun click nicely. Jack Hill girls, 
charmingly costumed, form a back- 
ground for Bettina’s second attempt 
which consists of a dress lined with 
red tulle ruffles. Buck, Chick and Co. 
close with a cowboy number. The 
whipping and lassoing, the shooting 
blind-folded have all been done be- 
fore, but the act has class, is well 
dressed and the blondes are lookers, 
who do some hot stepping within 
their rotating lassos. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 





| 


} 


Baltimore, April 23. 
Rather punchless doings on Hipp 
stage this week, with Jan Garber 


minute session of bandology 
spersed with specialties by members 
of his band plus Three Ryan Bros., 
and Jack and June Blair. Garber 
has some entertaining moments in 
his set up, but as caught here, needs 
sock very badly. 

Working in house set, combination 





of 12 men is made up of four sax, 
four brass, one doubling on guitar, 
and four rhythm, including two pi- 
anos.. Opens mildly with ‘Moonlight 
and Shadows’ with vocal by Russel 
Brown, one of three singers carried 
with outfit.. ‘Boo Hoo’ next with 
| Fritz Heilbron, one of trumpeters, 
| taking off in a scat vocal nicely. 

| _Rather strange to bring on another 
|} Singer here, but Roberta Sherwood, 
| band’s femme vocalist, comes 
| through with a_ session of ‘This 
| Year’s Kisses,’ and two swingy ver- 
sions of ‘Old Cowhand’ and ‘Pennies 
from Heaven.’ 

Jack and June Blair, personable 
youngsters, take hold here opening 
| with some Astaire-Rogers talk that 
|might be okay for cafes but mean- 
|ingless at this house. ° Two dance 
routines, however, are sold nicely to 
good .returns. 

Following some clowning by Rudy 
Rudisal, one of band’s pianists, Gar- 
ber then takes band through over- 
sweet medley including, inevitable 
‘Stardust.’ Has a tendency to slow 
things up considerably and needs 
every minute of the fast hoof routine 
put on next by Jack Biair. 

Another singer, Tony Allen, intro- 
duced as winner of Fred Allen con- 
test, gives out with the bewhiskered 
‘Laugh Clown, Laugh’ including the 
familiar Pagliacci business, and fol- 
lows that with ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.’ Nice spot here for Three 
Ryans and they score with assort- 
ment of knockabout and _ phony 
recitations. 

Garber takes over with usual okay 
fiddling, but still slow stuff, and clos- 
ing sig in similar style and tempo, 
still not supplying any added and 
needed ~punch. Maestro has the 
makings but needs some sock enter- 
tainment features. 

Film is ‘We're on the Jury’ (RKO) 
and current issue ‘March of Time.’ 

Burm. 


DENVER, DENVER 


Denver, April 24. 

It seems the answer to whether 
radio is helping pictures can par- 
tially be seen at the Denver this 
week, With ‘Ready, Willing and 
Able’ (WB) on screen, along comes 
an all-girl Major Bowes unit and is 
heading the house for record-break- 
ing business. Staff is having a 
tough job taking care of the cus- 
tomers, and are running a midnight 
show (Saturday) to help care for 
the crowds. 

Show is one of the fastest and best 
balanced to show here. A girl does 
the emcee job, and in order to keep 
it entirely feminine they make Don- 
nelly James, orch boss, don grass 
skirts for his bit (but not while 
directing the musicians.) 

Julie Ballew does the emcee job 
with zest, but she should stay away 
from the mike. Voice is loud enough 
without any help. Van Zant Sisters, 
accordion «ts, open, and handle the 
instruments with finesse. Play ‘12th 
Street Rag,’ and just to show they 
know their stuff do the ‘Trieste 
Overture.’ Frances White is a tapper 
of no mean ability, with rhythm 
and is fast. Marie Woods, amaieur 
Sophie Tucker, and a heavyweight, 
sings blues. Starlight Dixie Trio get 


} 
| 








going good on their second number, 
not so good on No. 1—they har- 
monize, but should do more straight 
singing. Helen Diller from Canada 
in her cowgirl togs is an eyeful, and 
she plays the guitar, sings and 
yodels. Ann Palmer, who handles a 


piano during the show, sings two 
numbers in a pleasing coloratura 


voice of wide range. 








ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, April 23. 

Crack show this week with a 
nudie, and good acts to furnish the 
entertainment afterwards. Some im- 
provement, however, could have 
been made in layout of acts, and 
Johnny Perkins could have been 
given a lot more to do. 

Perkins, who has been considered 
b.o. for Oriental since the Paul Ash 
era, makes two appearances, both 
times to introduce acts. Does one 
song to prove his showmanship. 

Reynolds and White, tramp musi- 
cians, spotted last, do everything but 
tie things up with their hoke come- 
dy, cap-shooting instruments, and 
bursting flares; and when one of 
tramps reveals she’s a woman, things 
start all over again. These two know 


| how to play violins, and know their 


, | comedy. 
and his orchestra putting over a 48- | 


inter- | 











Here Donnelly James tosses in his | 


bit as a hula dancer, a bit that gets 
a good hand, and he does a hand- 


spring also, quite a job for him, he’s; || 
‘ory, , | clientele, but rearrangement of clips 


that fat. 


Lorraine Leff, 14-year-old top spot | 


winner of a couple of weeks ago, is 
the only one of the group showing 


a wee bit of timidity. but she sings | 
her ‘Coo Coo Clock’ in*tthe manner | 


of an old timer. 

Sara Berner, impersonator, re- 
ceives longest applause, and is forced 
to respond several times. Julie Bal- 
lew sings about a nudist camp, and 
the Tri-City Trio does a fast dance 
—novelty tap and acrobatic. 

House packed for the second show, 
Saturday. Rose. 





Marion Bellet and English Bros., 
Val Statz, and Esther Tarler tie for 
second honors, latter being the win- 
ner of the WENR-Sachs Amateur 
Hour, and a girl who has a lot to 
offer in way of satirical impersona- 
tions. Routine here pictures Winchell 
as m.c. introducing Edna Mae Oliver, 
ZaSu Pitts, Ned Sparks, Katharine 
Hepburn and Lionel Barrymore. 

Opening is taken by Marion Bellet 
and English Bros., a knockout danc- 
ing act. The two boys and the heavy 
girl set a very fast pace right from 
the start, and finish with all three 
doing steps which are seemingly im- 
possible. 

Val Statz, juggler, uses rubber 
balls, Indian clubs and dises on an 
umbrella for regular routine, but has 
a lot of what it takes in way of per- 
onality, and clicks bieger than would 


the usual juggler doing the same 
tricks. 
As for this week's nudie, one of 


which now seems necessary to keep 
house in the black, no matter wheth- 
er good or bad, she’s Fritzie Wick, 
recently acquitted of giving an al- 
leged indecent performance at 
artists’ affair. House has surrounded 
her with nice build-un, using special 
Magazine drop and_  housce lire 
dressed and masked a la Esquire’s 
Jo-Jo. 

Picture is ‘Fifty Roads’ (20th), and 
business good at early evenins show 
Friday. Loop. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, April 25. 

Variety is what the trade calls it 
and variety is what the trade de- 
livers this week, which runs gamut 
from a yo-yo-slinger to Lenore Ulric 
in ‘Lulu Belle.’ Latter is headliner 
and works plenty hard, but combina- 
tion of a bad cold, plus fact that 
dramatic skit is usually brutal in 
3,000-seat house, leaves her more in- 
teresting than entertaining. 

Use of final scene from ‘Lulu 
Belle’ probably sounded fine as an 
idea, and if a scene from legit is in 
order it’s one of the best, barring 
comedy. As it works out, however, 
lack of explanation as to what it is 
all about leaves pop audience to sit 
through half the stunt without know- 
ing of its farce or tragedy. Cold 
prevents star from hitting full stride 
and, to the mob, it’s Frank Kent, as 
the reformed convict who comes to 
her apartment to redeem her, who 
gives most convincing performance. 
Eight-minute turn is put on in third 
spot. 

Yo-yo flicker, Art Lang, billed as 
world’s champ, does trick after over- 
ture and before newsreel, following 
house policy of putting specialty in 
as extra attraction to regular bill. 
Lad works on run-way in front of 
pit, making red toys satisfactorily 
prominent under bright spot. Uses 
one in each hand and keeps at least 
one going during chatter, which is 
both explanatory of history and 
titles of tricks and pleasantly amus- 
ing. Bill gets under way with Saul 
Grauman and Co., nicely varied 
dancing talent, although original idea 
of having four gals step out of and 
represent bottles of assorted liquors 
‘jis pretty well lost in concentration 
on musical staircase. Grauman’s 
speech. in which he sentimentalizes 
about his desire to give something 
different, still overdone, but it is 
spectacle and it is different and flash 
finish, especially phosphorescent 
chorus done in dark, gets nice hand. 

Easy tops of show, however, is 
Little Jackie Heller, who offers 
nothing but himself and his vocal 
chords to win two encores and fol- 
low three bows wth a smooth speech. 
Routine this time puts emphasis on 
the sentimental ditties. 

Mells, Kirk and Howard wind up 
the slate with series of sock comedy 
dialect pieces, each cut off instant 
audience really gets hep. 

Pic is ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and biz 


weak, Craig. 
Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 
Okay entertainment for drop-in 


would point up material into punchy 


program. Present haphazard _ se- 
quence scrambles news. We 
Number of unusual and striking 


clips in the bill. Several laughs, too. 
Sure giggle is mayhem wrestling 
match in which principals fail only 
to hatchet each other. So good it 
must have been framed by Universal. 

Another chuckle in Fox clip of 
Lady-Somebody-or-Other launching 
British aircraft carrier and failing to 
crack the champagne bottle in three 
strikes. Metro contributes clip of 





an | 








notables sailing from New York for 
Coronation. Includes inane interview 
with former Ambassador Gerard 
that’s new low in scripting. Another 
Metro clip about the lowdown on 
Murray Korman models is loaded 
with hoke but rates a laugh. Also 
a snicker (if via routine formula) 
in Metro's bit on Jegal beer in Kan- 
sas, an old-maidish dame getting off 
tut-tut stuff about evils of drink. 
Socko clips include Par’s baseball 
season opening, Par bit about U. S. 
army aviation (with some haywire 
offscreen editorializing), nice Fox 





clip on horseback jumping in Aus- 
tralia, amusin® Fox clip of Joe Kirk- 
wood illustrating new trick golf shot, 
effectively photographed Pathe clip | 
of the Golden Gate bridge, stirring | 
action in Universal bit on strike vio- | 


lence in Philly, another okay Uni- 
versal bit on strike violence in | 
Philly, another okay Universal clip | 
of championship hockey match be- 
tween Rengers and Detroit. 

Several clips have been either | 
clumsily edited or badly  photo- 


graphed, or both. Par’s wild animal 
cargo piece is pointless, Pathe’s treat- 
ment of Federal spending and taxa- 
tion berely touches the subject. Par’s 
clip of recent Cunningham-Romani 
mile run is sketchy and drab, while 
Fox bit on U. S. shippin# seems 
meaningless. Clem McCarthy’s ma- 
chine-7un spiel anent Derby favor- 
ites is ill-suited to occasion—sound: 
as if he thought race was being run 
at the time. Fox clip on women’ 
clothing styles for dancing shows 
inspiration. Total of 44 clips in a | 
Also two special shorts, Universal’: 

‘Going Places,’ travelog of Brice can- | 
yon, in Utah, and bit about a bird 
sanctuary, with offscreen explanation 
by Lowell Thomas, and RKO educa- 
tional, ‘Deadly Females,’ fascinatins 
end repulsive microscopic shots of 
insect savaccry. Hobe. 








Unit Reviews 


HOLLYWOOD REVELS 


(FAY’S, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, April 23. 

Initial touring unit of ‘Hollywood 
Revels of 193%’ preemed at Fay’s 
here. Produced by Joe Moss, crew 
billed as coming direct from Holly- 
wood restaurant. Some of it has, a 
lot of it hasn't, come direet from the 
Broadway nite spot. Usual cabaret 
fare naturally had to be consider- 
ably primed with additional material 
to make it suitable stuff for vaude 
stace. ‘Boots’ McKenna did board- 
ing. 





Show all girly-girly, very light on | 


good socko humor. Entire produc- 
tion, in fact, needs plenty work on it 
yet. All gives impression of being 
slipshod and not thoughtfully rou- 
tined in spots. For instance, seems 
no excuse for having two gals, who 


do almost precisely same type of 
semi-strip act, follow each other. 
Production also a little too long 


when caught, timing about 72 min- 
utes, but understood that this has 
since been trimmed to even hour, 

Only one set used. This consists 
of gold backdrops, split in center for 
pair of wide stairs coming down 
from upstage. On either side of 
stairs are few tables and chairs to 
emulate cabaret atmosphere. 

In show’s favor is careful choice of 
gals. Plenty of them, and all pretty 
swell, particularly Iris Adrian and 
Jeanne Landis. Latter does practi- 


cally nothing but pose, but that’s 
plenty. Costuming of gals in many 


numbers not particularly hot. At- 
tempt seems to be to toss flesh at 
aud, but not yet encroach on burley. 
Result is costume that sometimes 
look just plain queer. 
Bulk of comedy assignment given 
to Emcee Jack Waldron. He's an 
old, experienced hand at it, and 
knows the biz of being funny. But 
he has nothing to work with. Gags 
are knock-kneed with the weight of 
ages. Does a coupla skits, too, best 
of which is Christopher Columbus. 
Aided in these by Jerry Franks and 
Iris Adrian. Adrian gal hot looker 


and shows good comedy sense. 
Franks’ good, too. All humor pretty 
weak throughout production, al- 


though staler the gag, more Fay’s 
aud seems to enjoy it. 


Best act is Bobby Kenshaw, who | 


deservingly gets greatest apprecia- 
tion. He's fat, funny looking guy in 
the first place, and has unusual abil- 
ity at making queer noises and ad- 








libbing at house. Fair number is} 
Three Eltons, two guys and a blonde, 
who start out as a ballroom team | 


and end uv roughhouse. 
old stunt. but one that clicked strong 
here. Gal goes backstage, and sec- 
ond later guy comes out 
dummy renlica of her. Aud unable 
to tell until he plops her that it is a 
dummy. 

Geraldine Kruger is a sort of blues 
shouter. Has no voice and practi- 
cally no personality. 
link in show. Irma Brendel 
to middlin’ looker and not 
tanper. 

Best of gal exhibits is ‘Great Zieg- 
feld’ number. Femmes are brought 
on in costumes of each Ziggy suc- 
cess, while orch plays hits from these 
shows. Precision tap number with 
fencing foils from ‘Three Musketeers’ 
exceptionally nice. In another pro- 
duction piece gals are brought on as 
circus acts by Barker Jack Waldron. 
This is clever touch. and gives Wal- 
dren opportunity for some good 
comedy. Gals in all numbers necd 


a bad 


Weakest single | 
is fair |} 


Finish with | 


swinging | 


= 


New Acts 


LENNIE HAYTON 

tra (16) 

With Paul Barry 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 

Lennie Hayton is a musician's mu- 
sician. And that of course rates 
among the tops. Long an outstander 
among the imaginative ultra-modern 
arrangers, and long a principal ar- 
ranger for Paul Whiteman, it was 
inevitable that Hayton, in time 
would go into the dance band field 





and Orchese 


as an attraction. He did this the 
roundabout way, i.e. via radio, as a 
band commercial, thence into the 


Hollywood restaurant on Broadway, 
and now into the Hotel New Yorker, 

Playing sweet-hot dansapation, it’s 
compelling for the hoof, as evi- 
denced by the spontaneity of the 
urge to terp as soon as he sirikes 
up a dance set. The Hayton arranve- 
ments, for the ear and the air, are of 
course ever to the fore, yet not o®er- 
scored as to hinder the forthright 
rhythms, Hayton’s team of 16 men 
includes three strings, a supplemen- 
tary piano besides the one he tackles 
off ’n’ on, five brass, four reeds, etc. 
The Terrace Room of the New 
Yorker is quite a big barn and that 
much manpower’s necessary to per- 
colate. 

Paul Barry, the featured vocalist, 
is an okay baritone who might im- 


prove his screen-test possibilities, 
however, by getting that heft down 
a bit. Hayton’s a new Decca vee 
cording artist. Abel, 
TANIA and KIRSOFF 
Dancing 
10 Mins, 
Hollywood Rest, N. Y. 

This is one of the most unusual 


types of dance acts to be developed 
it recent years. Tania and Kivrsoft 
add to adagio technique a unique, 
grotesque quality and perform with 
spectacular effectiveness, using a 
snake in one number and knife- 
throwing in the other. An_ ideal 
floor-show combination that also 
should be the ticket for siages. 

In their so-called dance of the fore 
bidden necklace, Kirsoff wraps a live 
snake around the girl’s neck as part 
of the routine. It curls itself around 


Tania as the team executes the 
dance. Probably muzzled since the 
reptile is handled roughly on a 
couple occasions. The other Tanin- 
Kirsoff routine is of the Cossack 
variety, with Kirsoff at one point 


|throwing sharp knives close to hig 


partner’s body. 
SIX DEBONAIRS 
Dancing 
§ Mins, 
Hollywood Rest, N. Y. 
The Six Debonairs, hailing from 
San Francisco, comprise one of the 
smartest acts of its kind to be seen. 
The six men, in tails and making a 
fine appearance, are tap dancers with 
a lot.of rhythm and fine timing, plus 
unquestionable technique and style, 
Opening with a parody on ‘Funie- 
cule, Funicula,’ Italian folk song, 
they go into their hoofing routines, 
Their closing dance embodies the 
idea of a teacher and his tapping 
pupils, plus a sit-down by latter afe 
ter they get tired trying to follow 


Char. 


the master. It’s very novel d 
diverting. Char. 
DEANE and CAMPO 

Dancing 

8 Mins, 


Hollywood Rest, N. Y. 

A fair team of ballroom dancers, 
doing three numbers in the new 
Hollywood Restaurant show. While 
far from sensational now, they may 
develop into a name combination. 

Deane and Campo were recently in 
London. Their first number here is 
a dance modern, okay. A fast, truct:- 
ing-type specialty follows, while the 
other is a rhumba, also fair enough, 

Char, 
AGNES : @ TOMMY NIP, JR. 
Dancing 
4 Mins. 
Hollywood Rest, N. Y. 

Agnes and Tommy Nip, Jr., young 
brother-sister team, whose father, 
Tommy Nip, was a vaude standard, 


| are fast tap dancers. They are doing 


but one routi.e here, but no doubt 
can fill out an act as demanded by 
other floors or stage dates. 

The Nips make a geod, clean-cut 
appearance and in their dane ng 
display an effective style. Char, 





LEN MANNING and MITZI 





Dog act 
5 Mins, 
Hollywood Rest, N. ¥ 

A novel turn that amuses and 
should prove okay for floor shows as 
well as theatres. 

Len Manning and his dog open in 

/a drunk sequence in which the 
pooch also plays stewy. getting 
laughs. Conventional sttinis, mostly 
of the balancing order for the doz, 
take them to the finish. Cher 
considerable pepping on precicion. 
Looseness here detracts from cnire 
show. 

‘Revels’ now is an averace unit 
entertainment that shevid strike iar 
biz in not too sophist.cuied or ue- 
manding houses. NMowever, - 
ing extensive advecviis nz end i - 
up given it in town here wi r 
disappointing. Has ithe 4, 





though, to be hetter than « 
when perked up some. 
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Eternal Road Ma 


At Lower Operating Cost, If and When 


Next season tour for ‘The Eternal 
Road,’ now being tentatively booked, 
calls for minimum of. 25 weeks and 
covering coast to coast. Some likeli- 
hood of opening on the Coast in 
August and working eastward. Date 
in Hollywood Bowl is also in pros- 
pect. Spectacle, in its 17th week at 
the Manhattan opera house, N. Y., is 
skedded to close May 15. 

Guarantee for full expenses will 
be required in advance for every 
stand before entire tour is Okayed, 
according to Meyer W. Weisgal, co- 
producer (with Crosby Gaige). 
Operating cost on the road will run 
about $17,000 or $18,000 a week, in- 
cluding transportation, he estimates. 


Hopes to gross up to $40,000 a week | 


during the tour. Operating cost in 
WN. Y. has gradually been whittled 
down from $29,000 a week to trifle 
under $20,000. 

According to Weisgal, ‘Road’ has | 
excellent chance ultimately to get 
back $500,000 nut and even show a 
profit. Tour, if it clicks as hoped, 
will just about yank production out 
of the red. Film rights, if and when, 


would bring a profit. Or so declares | 


Weisgal; who claim to have $100,- 
000 of his own coin in the kitty. 

In addition to other 
"Eternal Road,’ producers are toying 
with idea of showing it at New 
Work’s World Fair in 1939 and at 
the San Francisco exposition same 
year. But concedes both those brain 
kiddies to be very much in the 
‘nebulous stage. Lord Melchett, Eng- 
ish industrial leader, who originally 
fwanted ‘Eternal Road’ premiere for 
éLondon, is reported due May 12 in 
"New York from South America. 
A igure second production of spec- 
¢tacle may be done in England next 
(fall, with Weisgal and Melchett, in 
‘association with Cochran or some 
other London manager. 

Meanwhile, Norman Bel-Geddes is 
working on plans for the road pro- 
Yduction. Figured it will be almost 
jas large as that now in the Manhat- 
/tan Opera House, Plans to use most 
{of the original set, in fact, only get- 
iting lighter, more mobile section for 
the heavy, permanent portion. Hope 
jto take virtually entire original cast 
on tour. 

Contract with ScottiSh Rite, a 
(Masonic order, for the Manhattan 
‘Opera House, contains no provision 
lfor restoring the auditorium to its 
{original state, according to Weisgal. 
‘He claims necessary alterations 
would cost ‘only a few’ thousand 
dollars, amount being more than off- 
set by equipment and repairs put in 
when house was prepared for ‘Eter- 
nal Road.’ 


ABBOTT-WB COMBO 
STILL IN EXISTENCE 


Report is that Warners - George 
Abbott legit producing arrangement 
is washing up. Picture end is not 
in on ‘Room Service,’ which Abbott 





#s readying, but the connection is 


more or less permanent since they 
are both interested in the Biltmore. 
N. Y., purchased last winter. 
erating corporation 


cated that 
contract with 
term of years. 


Warners 
Abbott 


had a prior 


Meets Girl’ and this season 
winner is ‘Brother Rat.’ Warners 
will hardly co-produce with Abboit 
further unless its agreement with 
other film people is modified, but 
the combo will operate the theatre 
as partners. 

Biltmore purchase giving War- 
ners a legit spot was made after the 
gentlemen’s agreement not to back 
legiters, strengthening the idea of a 
term deal between the film people 
and the legit author-manager. Other 
than ‘Rat,’ the Warners-Abbott com- 


bo put on ‘Sweet River’ in an effort | 
to put across the Hollywood, N. Y.. | 


theatre renamed the 5lst St. Ven- 


ture flopped out in the red for about | 


$35,000. It was a version of ‘Uncle 


Tom’s Cabin,’ which was in Abbott’s | 


system for several years. 


. r a 
First connection between Warners 
staged | 


and Abbott was when he 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which Alex 
Yokel produced with the picture 
firm’s backing. 


plans for | 


Op-| counted and any others disregarded. 
is called War-| After the names are checked, the 

ott, a combination of the two names. | 
When Hollywood declared itself | a separate receptacle and saved for 
off backing legit in protest to the 
new authors’ contract, it was indi- 


covering a 
They had previously 
collabed in the presentation of ‘Boy 
their 


pping Long Tour 





June Walker Imoroves; 





Amputation Unnecessary 


Condition of June Walker, in Ger- 
mantown hospital, Philadelphia, with 


blood poisoning of the left leg, is 
moroving steadily, according to her | 
nhysician, Dr. Dana Weeder. Danger | 
of amputation is now thought def- |} 
initely past. Actress may be con-| 
fined to hospital at least two more | 


months, however, the doctor said. 

Miss Walker cut her leg several 
weeks ago while in Florida and was 
{motoring to New York to besin re- 
| hearsalsdn ‘Penny Wise’ when infec- 
ltion set in. Operation and blood 
| transfusion were performed. ‘Penny 
| Wise’ opened at the Morosco, N. Y.. 
last week, with Linda Watkins play- 
|} ing the part. 





Equiiy Instructs | 
Members Voting | 
| On Referendum: 


Ballots on the referendum to 
Equity’s constitution which would | 
require a secret vote on all mat- | 
ters introduced at meetings. were | 
mailed out Tuesday (27). Accomp- 
anying the ballots was a legal 
opinion to the effect that the amend- 
ment might make it mandatory for 
even a motion to adjourn to be de- 
cided by a secret vote. 

Paul N. Turner, Equity’s counsel, 
wrote the opinion after he secured 
a confirmation of his views from two 
outside attorneys. One verified the 
opinion, but added that the courts 


tation on the purposes of the amend- 
ment, but such result could not be 
definitely indicated. 

The referendum, itself. will be | 
by the secret vote method, as will 
be the coming election. Council 
agreed on that after being opposed 
to the idea, That was a concession 
won by the opposition and the ad- 
ministration’s stand on the issue is 
that the council should decide when 
a secret vote shall be held, rather 
than make such balloting mandatory. 


Turner’s opinion is based on the 
phrasing of the proposed constitu- 
tional change which reads that a 
member may cast one vote ‘on any 
question to be determined by ref- 
erendum or voted on at any meet- 
ing.’ Further phrasing to that point 
reads ‘all voting shall be by secret 
ballot, written or printed.’ 


Rules For Voting 


Rules are set forth as to how the 
voting shall be conducted. Ballots 
are to be enclosed in a sealed wrap- 
per or envelope upon which the 
member shall sign his name and ad- 
dress, Tellers will check the signa- 
tures with the files to verify the 
| voter’s standing as a senior paid-up 
member, also whether the member 
shall have voted more than once. 
There are some instances where 
members change their vote and send 
in a second ballot. In such instances 
the first vote received would be 








signed envelope shall be placed in 


at least 30 days, to possibly be re- 
checked in the event of a protest. 
There was an amendment which 
made the secret voting more in- 
volved and sought to have all ballots 
sent to a post office box. It was de- 


may place a more liberal interpre- } 





WPA Whodunit 





‘Murder in the WPA,’ who- 
dunit novel by Alexander Wil- 
liams, to be released for publi- 
cation May 1 by McBride, con- 
tains number of characters 
easily recognizable in the WPA 
setup in N. Y., including Fed- 
eral Theatre. While story is 
rather innocuous treatment of 
WPA and its personnel, origi- 
nal manuscript is understood to 
have contained plenty of dyna- 
mite, but the author, former co- 
ordinator of publicity for the 
four arts (theatre, music, art, 
writing) projects and concen- 
trating chiefly on Federal Thea- 
tre, showed first draft exten- 
sively around Broadway. Re- 
visions followed. Early report 
was that ‘Murder in the WPA’ 
was to be sensational. 

Only particularly. provocative 
passage in book reads, in part: 
‘The WPA in the district was a 
kind of colossal beer. garden, 
wherein roamed all the prize 
nuts of the political and social 
science world. Every lame 
duck who couldn’t get a job 
anywhere else had been ap- 
pointed to some high-sounding 
executive post. Official figures 
show that only 2% of WPA ap- 
propriations was spent for ad- 
ministration, a@nd there is no 
reason to doubt those figures. 
But...that 2% was so active it 
multiplied itself a thousand- 
fold. Every kind of ism, cult, 
creed and fancy was incorpo- 
rated in a WPA project.’ 


LA. Court Order 
Hobbles ‘Thumbs’ 


Opener in Boston 











Los Angeles, April 27. 

Order restraining George Rosener, 
J. Kiern Brennan, George- Grandee 
and Herbert Bariitum Seeley from 
producing “Thumbs West,’ legit, slated 
for rehearsal in N. Y. last week, was 
issued here by Superior Court Judge 
Emmett Wilson, Complainant is 
Frank Curasco, who alleged that de- 
fendants had contracted with him to 
produce the play on Feb. 19 of this 


tried out at the Hollytown here. 
Contract entered into is said to 
have called for $600 advance royalty, 


obligated to comply with minimum 
basic agreement of the managers’ 
contact with the Dramatists Guild of 
the Authors League of America. 
Defense contention, through Atty. 


not been paid, nor had the provisions 
of the Guild been complied with, nor 
had contract been signed by the 
plaintiff up to March 4, last. At that 
time Rosener is said to have notified 
Curasco’s attorney that contract had 
been cancelled, due to plaintiff's 
failure to sign the papers. 
ants then signed with Seeley to pro- 
duce the play in Boston and New 
York. 

Jurist held that Rosener, Brennan 
and Grandee were not in contempt, 
and indicated that should Curasco 
fail to pay the $600 and comply with 
contract provisions, he would vacate 
the order in 90 days. 


Guild Expects Hepburn 
To Act ‘Eyre’ on Bway 











cided to drop that petition. Voting 
on the referendum closes June 15. 


‘Tovarich’ Road Cos. 
Planned by Miller 


Gilbert Miller is understood tenta- 
tively casting two additional com- 
panies of “‘Tovarich,’ to begin touring 
in August. Earlier idea was to send 
Broadway company. with John Hal- 





liday and Marta Abba, out to key 
cities next fall. 

Broadway company, in its 29th 
week at the Plymouth, N. Y.. where 


it’s figured cinch to run through the 
; Summer, ° 

A second production is at the Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles, with Eugenie 
Leontovich, Osgood Perkins and Bela 
Lugosi in leads. under Homer Cur- 
ran’s management. 


; Theatre Guild expressed confidence 
that Katharine Hepburn will appear 
}on Broadway next season in the 
| much-discussed ‘Jane Eyre,’ regard- 
|less of indications. Guild claims 
| that through Miss Hepburn’s inability 
| to fix a date for the Broadway stage 
run, a theatre booking was can- 
celled. Plans are for a limited en- 
gagement in New York. Stated that 
no replacement for Miss Hepburn 
has been contemplated and_ that 


commitments will be definitely set 
and a date for her stage appearance 
made. 

' In event that ‘Eyre’ is not shelved 
| the Guild will have an over-loaded 
|production schedule next season. 
Its agreement with subscribers guar- 





antees six productions annually. Be- 


cause ‘Eyre’ did not come to Broad- 
| way, only five were seen by sub- 
scribers and it was added onto next 
season’s list, which calls for seven 
attractions. 


| 
| 


i perience, 


in addition to which producers were | 


Harry Sokolov, is that the $600 has | 


Defend- | 


early this summer the star's picture | 





B’way. Legit Actors 
Learning to Dance 








Group of younger Broadway legit 
| players have dancing class meeting 
| weekly under the direction of Her- 
|bie Harper. Learning tap, rhumba 
| and ballet. No plans for a musical 
|comedy production, just recreation. 
| Includes Boyd Crawford, of ‘Yes, 
|My Darling Daughter’: Phyllis 
| Welch’ of ‘High Tor’; Dick Clark 
|and Wally Wagner, of ‘Brother Rat’: 
and Henry Hull, Jr., Virginia Camp- 
| bell, Frank Downing, Dick Albert, 
|}Sandra Waring, Margaret Perry and 
| Elsa Beamish. Also John Root, stage 
| designer, and Dale Carter and Mar- 
garet Ballantine, of radio. 








Barter Strawhat 
Lining Up Talent 
For Fifth Season 


Production schedule at Barter 
Theatre, Abingdon, Va., will be | 


‘doubled up this summer. Usual sea- 
;son of twelve weeks and twelve 
| plays is planned by Robert Porter- 
field. Change this year is in having 
two companies and doubling circuit. 
| Season opens June 10. 

| Each troupe will do six plays over 
| the season, rehearsing new produc- 
| tion two weeks while curent one 


jtours circuit. To stretch playing 
|time for each show, five or six 
new one-night stands are being 


|added. Three days at Abingdon and 
| one-nighters at other towns formerly 
| comprised single-week circuit. 

| Entire personnel of Barter Thea- 
tre wilt total about 40 persons in 
| both companies, including technicians 
| and business staff. Porterfield will 
go to Abingdon from N. Y. about 
jthe last week in May. Plans to 
| direct one play and act in one dur- 
ing the season. Regular directors 
will be Allin Williams, from Holly- 
wood, and William Morewood. 
Broadway players already set in- 
clude Margaret Wycherly, Nell Har- 
rison, Ann Dunnigan, Thomas 
| Hughes, Marion Willis. In addition, 


year after it had previously been | Warner Bros. has agreed to loan 


several contract players for legit ex- 
Jack Lawrence is only 
one set so far. Porterfield recently 
completed ‘Deep South’ at Warners. 

Players at Barter Theatre get board 
and lodging, but no pay. Barter 
system is still in use, swap articles 
| amounting to around 50% of gross. 
| Cash admish is 35 cents. Productions 


| cost from about $10 to $25 or $30 


each. Theatre's fifth season. 


“BEHIND RED LIGHTS 
CONTINUES AFTER CUT 


An unusually long. session of 
Equity’s cuts board resulted in the 
| okay for a continuance ef reduced 
| salaries for the cast of ‘Behind Red 
Lights,’ now at the 46th Street, N. Y. 
Jack Curtis, who produced the melo- 
drama written by the late Samuel 
| Shipman and Beth Brown, guaran- 
| teed the engagement would continue 
, at least four more weeks. Usually 
| the requirement is for a minimum of 
|two weeks after the cut applies. 
_Manager said he is hopeful of run- 
ning the show through the summer, 
| although claiming it has not turned 
| a profit. ‘Lights’ is in its 16th week 
and is operating at $2.20 top, scale 
| being reduced last week. 
Cast appeared agreed to continue 
the cut, while the featured Dorothy 
Hall, who is on percentage, reduced 
her 10% share in half. The cuts 
| huddle consumed so much time be- 
| cause each player had agreed to a 
| different percentage of reduction. in- 
Stead of a straight slice for all, and 
‘each therefore was an individual 
'case which the board had to con- 
sider, 











Maude Fealy Reinstated 


Hollywood, April 27. 

Grievance board of Actors’ Equity 
had Margaret Maude Fealy rein- 
{stated with the Federal Theatre 
Project here after three months out. 
| Former legit producer-actress was 
| dropped in January for alleged fail- 
' ure to cooperate. 


Dry Dock Bank Still Has Hopes 
For That 42d St. Legit Comeback 


—=2 





Report that the New Amsterdam. 
N. Y., Broadway’s former No. j 
musical show theatre, had been 
taken over by the Si Fabian film jn- 
terests is emphatically denied }, 
representatives of the Dry D- k 
Savings Bank, which owns the op». 
time Klaw & Erlanger stronghold 
So far as they are concerned. it 
just another pending deal. 


i> 


Bank: says that almost every ex- 
hibitor in New. York has asked what 
the terms for the New Amster 0 
are. 

Various offers have been received 
for the past year, the bank not 
changing its attitude towards p 
tecting the property, since it would 
hold the mortgage. The house 
valued at $1,350,000 and includes the 
office building on the 42d street sice 
of the site. 

One of the conditions of any po 
sible sale is that the theatre m 
not be used for burlesque. Moi 
gage stipulation will be that sho:-'4 
policy be used under any guise, t! 
mortgage would be deemed due and 
ouster proceedings would follow. 

That is also a_ condition per- 
Doering to the sale of the Selwyr 
| which Dry Dock also owned. a1 
| which was bought by larry ard 
| William Brandt for $700,000. Tle 
Brandts are-to take possession of ihe 
property Sept. 1 unless the. final 
papers should come a cropper. Fi!m 
people, however, have alrenacy 
moved their offices into the Selwvn 
building. Bank had hoped that lc-it 
shows would return to the Selwyn 
next season, also to other 42d street 
houses. Increase in valuation of the 
property, from $450,000 to the sales 
figure, however, brought about iis 
disposal to the picture people. 

New Amsterdam has been dark 
most of this season because of the 
| dearth of musicals. It had ‘Forbid- 
den Melody’ which lasted about five 
weeks. “The Great Waltz’ was slated 
to come in for a repeat this spring, 
| but that plan was cancelled. Bank 
| is looking forward to the World’s 
Fair as a boom show year that will 
further enhance the value of the 
New Amsterdam and appears wi ll- 
ing to hold out for a price which 
will more than balance the loss this 
season. 

Dry Dock had four theatres taken 
over through foreclosures. In addi- 
tion to the Selwyn it also sold the 
Vanderbilt, leaving the National and 
New Amsterdam still in its posses- 
sion. 





Fulton Goes Burly 


A rental which takes another the- 
atre out of the legit list has the 
Fulton going burlesque, one of the 
Minsky clan taking over the house 
until Jan. 31, 1941, approximately a 
three-and-one-half year period. Deal 
takes Alex Yokel out of theatre ov- 
eration. Latter leased the house 
from the Clevehana Corporation 
(one-time Klaw & Erlanger subsidi- 
ary), which owned the Fulton and 
the adjacent Gaiety, which also has 
a burley policy and operated by the 
same Minsky people. It will be the 
sixth house on Broadway with a 
stocky burlesque policy. 

Rental delays indefinitely the 
proposed razing of the Broadway 
block between 45th and 46th streeis, 
taking in the Astor, Bijou, Mcrosco, 
Gaiety and Fulton theatres. Several 
times realtors planned to gain 
possession of all sites and erect a 
hotel, with several theatres on the 
ground level. 


Mielziner in Dallas 
Designing Expo Show 








Jo Mielziner left for Dallas last 
week to begin work on sets for sum- 
mer show in the Casino at the ex- 
position. Restaurant show, similar 
to French Casino, N. Y., will be 


given three times nightly. Stage 
designer will remain there until! 
opening June 12. 

With his brother, Kenneth Mac- 


| Kenna, actor now playing lead in 
‘Penny Wise’ at the Morosco, N. Y., 
Mielziner has tentative production 
plans for fall. Pair have rights for 
unnamed play and will make de- 
cision during summer. 

Among designer’s various othe 
; tentative plans is possibility of do- 
| ing sets for ‘Virginia,’ new Schwati7 
Stallings operetta, if the Rockefelle: 
go through with decision to produce 
it at the Center theatre, N. Y., 
the fall. 
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FRONT OF HOUSE’ 


Equity Petitions by Insurgents Ask 
Salary Cuts for Gillmore and Dulzell 





Equity is being swamped with an- 
other fiood of petitions, apparently 
deliberately calculated to embarrass 
the administration. A partial check- 
up on signatures points to the bulk 
of the protestants being in the WPA 
theatre project, they having been 
placed in good standing up to May 1, 
regardless of being back in the pay- 
ment of dues. However, in back of 
the petitions is the opposition group 
within Equity which hopes to put an 
opposition ticket up for the coming 
election. 

One of the petitions calls for a re- 
duction in dues from $18 to $15 an- 
nually. The administration declares 
the association cannot operate at a 
lowered rate, pointing out that the 
other stage unions, particularly 
stage hands, require much higher 
dues than Equity’s. 

Another petition seeks to reduce 
the salaries of the president, Frank 
Gillmore, and Paul Dulzell, treas- 
urer. In defense of its officers, it is 
stated that both have materially re- 
duced salaries during the past two 
seasons as part of economy moves. 
Equity has no locals, and it functions 
principally from the main office, 
with little out-of-town expense. 

Gillmore receives $250 weekly, 
while Dulzell gets $125 weekly. For- 
merly Gillmore’s salary was $15,000 
annually, while Dulzell was paid 
$175 weekly. Petitions ask that the 
president’s pay be reduced to $7,500 
and that of the treasurer to $5,200. 
Gillmore handles two other posts, 
while Dulzell has three other assign- 
ments, for which they are not paid. 
Those jobs are with Chorus Equity 
and the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America (Four A’s), which 
holds the basic charter from the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Administration points out that its 
surplus of $325,000 has been kept in- 
tact and is the same as in 1931 de- 
spite the fact that Equity lost two- 
thirds of its paid-up membership in 
the past five years. Number of mem- 
bers in good standing has been in- 
creasing because of more engage- 
ments particularly on the road this 
season. There are over 2,900 paying 
dues and by the time of election 
there will be 3,000. There are 
slightly more than 1,500 dues de- 
linquents. 

; The most recent petitions are dual, 
in that the argument used in get- 
ting signatures was that by cutting 
salaries the dues could be reduced. 
The petitions seek to establish new 
figures by making amendments to 
the constitution. Salaries of officers 
» to now have been a council mat- 
is 

The amendment proposels will be 
mailed out to the membership and 
voted on at the annual meeting. If 
getting a two-thirds majority they 
would be adopted, provided at least 
750 senior paid up members are 
Present. However, if a majority does 
favor the proposals they would then 
be placed to referendum, believed 
to be the only way such measures 
could get into the constitution. 

Still another petition anent the 
election would place in candidacy 
for the council seven members se- 
lected by the opposition. Those 
Named on the paper: Clarence Der- 
went, Ilka Chase, Edward J. Mc- 
Namara, Wayne Arey, Richard Gor- 


don, Edward Everett Hale and Paul 
McGrath. 





‘Miss Quis’ Continues; 


Mary Rockwell in Cast 





Miss Quis,’ which was slated to 
Close at the Miller, N. Y., last Sat- 
urday, continues a change in the 
poe Mary Rockwell having replaced 
€ssie Royce Landis. Miss Rockwell 


is saj i : 
Said to have bought in on the play, | 


‘vesting $3,000. 
derstud 


L 


She has been un- 
ying Peggy Wood and Miss 
andis since the play opened. 

Newcomer is not known on Broad- 


Wav ; . 4 
ay, but is said to have done some 





Self-Imposed Cut 


Frank Gillmore, head of 
Equity, is said to have volun- 
tarily returned $30,000 of his 
salary to the association’s treas- 
ury within the past six years. 
The council which regulates 
office salaries had upped his 
weekly check to $300, regarded 
as ‘a leading man’s salary.’ 

In effecting economies, during 
the past several seasons, Gill- 
more included himself and he 
has been receiving $250 weekly. 











Shaw Will Permit 
FTP Use of Plays 
At $50 Per Week 


A letter from George Bernard 
| Shaw to Warren Munsell of the The- 
atre Guild, N. Y., which produced 
many Shavian plays, expresses the 
author's 


willingness to permit the 


presentation of his produced plays 
by the Federal Theatre; Project. 
Communication mentions his having 
been contacted by Hiram Motherwell 
of the WPA’s play department. 

Shaw makes the stipulation that he 
may withdraw the right at any time. 
Should a star, or other organization, 
wish to use any of his plays, WPA 
would not be allowed to present the 
same works at the same time. He 
is quoted writing that he is willing 
to ‘entertain a proposal’ from the 
WPA for his 33 full-length and 15 
short plays, on condition that the top 
price of admission be 50c. Shaw 
also comments: ‘I presume the F.T.P. 
is a genuine public enterprise with 
state credit at its back.’ 

If his plays are used, Shaw would 
be paid $50 per week royalty. That 
is the regular author's fee set by the 
project last year, and Shaw made 
the payment one of his stipulations. 

This winter word came from Lon- 
don that Milton Shubert had tied up 
the rights of all Shaw plays for 
America. 


FTP RESCINDS LET-OUTS 
OF 34 BOX-OFFICE MEN 


Wholesale dismissal notices to box 
office men in the WPA theatre proj- 
ect, issued recently, have virtually 
all been rescinded. There were 34 
let-outs listed out of 57 people in 
the agent-cashier’s department and 
all were protested. Dismissal notices 
came after an efficiency man said 








offices in N. Y. were over-manned. 
There are, too, a number of women 
ticket-sellers in the project. Most of 
the treasurers were formerly in 
legit theatres. 

Rescinding of notices came after 
those affecied applied to the Emer- 
gency Relief Bureau or the home 
relief bureau. Some applicants did 


but adverse reporis from 
sources were set aside where 
objections were technical. 
Undersiood, too, that 


the 


the City 
ing persons in the WPA projects, 
strenuously objecied to the proposed 
dismissals. 





Byrd Confers with Green 
On ‘Cross’ Production 
Charlotte, N. C., April 27. 
Sam Byrd, actor-producer, was at 
|Chapel Hill last week conferring 
| with Paul Green, whose new play. 
‘The Southern Cross,’ he will produce 
on Broadway next fall, with himself 
in a leading role. 
Understood that Byrd will try out 
'a new play by Jcrome Dreiluss in 
| Maine this Author is a 


|member of the United Press stafl in 
| 





| 
| 


summer. 


Tadj = 
“i0 and summer stock work. |N. Y. 


he thought the Federal theatre box | 


not qualify under the siringent rules, | 
those | 


Projecis Council, a body represent- | 


MERGING FORGES 


|B’way Legit Staffs and B.O. 


Men Plan 
Organization, Including 
Race Tracks, Ball Parks, 
Circuses and Ali Other 


Autonomous 


Wagner Bill Gives Mo- 


mentum to Proposal 





GROUP BARGAINING 





‘The front of the house’ is being 
unionized, as the result of the 


principle of which makes 
datory for employers to 
with any group having a majority 
for the purposes of collective bar- 
gaining. Box office people are due 
t join up, and probably so will 
house and company managers, with 
ithe IATSE (originally stage hands 
union) reorganizing so that all 
theatre employees can be taken into 
| the union, At least that is the plan 
| now in the works, 

Viriually every box office treas- 
| urer in New York gathered at the 
|Great Northern hotel at midnight 
| Friday (23), and after a two-hour 
session unanimously okayed a pro- 
posal to join the Theatrical Mana- 
| gers, Agents and Treasurers union. 
| They were addressed by William 
| Collins, organizer for the American 
| Federation of Labor, who said it was 
|now or never to band together for 
protection. 

Want a Fair Deal 

Men in legit theatres have been 
complaining of abuses for years, 
since the reduction in the number of 
houses on Broadway resulted in a 
problem of getting jobs. They point 
out that the limited number of spots 
available have too frequently been 
turned over to relatives, stenog- 
raphers and women without experi- 
ence, forcing out men who have 
spent most of their lives in such 
jobs. Stated, however, that women 
cannot be excluded from the union, 
but eligibility rules may keep some 
of the newcomers out. 

The TMAT organization was 
'formed eight years ago, with Theo- 
|dore Mitchell and Jack McCarron as 
| the heads. 


it man- 











A charter was secured 
from the AFL, but membership 
lagged. When the legit code was 


| written, the union was represented, 
| however, and it, too, acted for the 
| front of the house without much 
| effect. The organization suddenly 
| has become a life-saver in the eyes 
| of the treasurers. 

The union not only takes in legit 
| theatres, but spread-eagles the field 


, and includes ball parks, race tracks, 
| circuses and other open-air amuse- 
|;ments. Understood that a number 
| of treasurers are applying for TMAT 
membership immediately. It costs 
|$5 to join the union and the dues 
;are $2 monthly or $6 more than the 
| Equity’s dues, although the latter's 
| initiation fee is $50. 
100% Unionization 

It appears to have been the intcn- 
tion of the IATSE to also take in the 
box office and after many confer- 
ences the stage hands union proposes 
a new set-up, taking in the TMAT, 
which, however, will have 


other employees out front. Stage 
hands union recently asked the AFL 
to extend its jurisdiction in front of 
the footlights and the charter 
promptly amended. Move is 


was 


in that direction by the CIO, John 


Phases of Amusements— | 


| okaying of the Wagner Act, cardinal | 


confer | 


auton- | 
omy, while the IATSE will unionize | 


be- | 
lieved to be one to forestall activity | 





vv 


| 





He Can’t Wait 


George Tobias, the actor with 
|} the McCoy beard in ‘You Can't 
|! Take It With You,’ is buying an 
| annuity. He is 36 and by the 
|} time he reaches 55, he figures 
| he will collect $60 weekly if he 
lives thereafter. 

Says he cannot wait until he 
|| is 65 to get in on the social 
security. 











| 
| 
Chattanooga Tries 


' Stock Plays in Store 
| With Air Programs 


Chattanooga, April 27. 
| WDOD is doing an _ all-around 
|showmanly stunt with its ‘play- 
| house,’ a former store converted into 
a theatre. 


Daily at noon and on each Satur- 
day night a hillbilly program is aired 
| before audience in the 700-seat site. 
|On other evenings WDOD operates 
| spot as legit stock house, using the 
| vet troupe, Peruchi Players, in rep- 
| ertoire at pop admish prices for sta- 
\tion’s profit. Stock troupe’s pieces 
laren’t aired, project being reguiar 
[weekly Peruchis are in on flat 


weekly stipend. 

Frank Lane, WDOD manager, fig- 
ured out the stock company angle to 
keep theatre ‘alive and in public no- 
tice. Figures, aside from profit, it 
helps build up the visual broadcasts. 

Incidentally, on the noonday airings 
audience is circulated by the m.c. 
before program commences, and out- 
_of-towners are solocited for naming 
|over air later on. Idea is a good- 
| will builder for station around the 
| countryside. 











POSTPONE TICKET 
HEARINGS 2 WEEKS 


Hearing of New York 
ticket agency men charged with 
failure to stamp tickets with the 
amount obtained over the box office 
price was scheduled for today 
(Wednesday), but was again post- 
poned for two weeks. Reported 
that the Government proposes to 
press more serious charges, that of 
not paying the correct amount of 
admission tax. There may be in- 
dictments sought on such grounds, 
but the real intent is to collect 
| moneys which the Department of 
Internal Revenue claims due. 

Records of a number of agencies 
are being audited. Books cover a 
period of almost four years, brokers 
having turned over their books last 
week to the agents at the depart- 
ment’s New York quarters in the 
Parcel Post building. If the auditing 
has not been completed the hearing 
will be set back. 

The non-stamping charge may be 
set aside for the time being, the tax 
claims being the real purpose of the 
investigators’ activity. 

Present postponement was _ at 
| joint reauest of Assistant U. S. At- 
torney Jesse Moss and lawyers for 
| several of the defendants. 
sired delay to complete preparation 


theatre 





Moss de- | 


There will probably be a _ third 
ticket in the field at Equity’s election 
June 4, or at least a third candidate 
for presidency opposing the regular 
candidate Frank Gillmore. Opposition 
still hopes that Walter Hampden will 
run, despite his insistance that he is 
not interested. 


The other name 

which cropped up is Jack ‘(E, J.) 
Blunkall. 

Blunkall said he has been asked 


to be a candidate by a number of 
actors and is circulating a petition to 
that effect. It takes but 15 senior 
members in good standing to place a 
candidate in the field and he will 
probably secure the signatories from 
“mong WPA people. 

Third candidate represented Equity 
until recently as its contact man 
with WPA when there wos avitation 
among members in the relicf theatre 
project over threatcned Ict-outs and 
transferals. He clashed with Hallie 
Flanagan and wrote Woe-hington 
sharply criticising her. Mrs. Flanagen 
asked Equity to replace Blunkall, 
but it refused. He was paid by 
Equity for the job, making his office 
in the association’s quarters. 

Observers figure that a_ third 
candidate would strensihen Gill- 
more’s position in the event that the 
clection proves close, since Blunkall 
would attract some votes away from 
the expected opposition ticket, 

Hampden Still Soucht 

The Hampden petition is expected 
to total more than 1,000 names. 
Intimated, however, that a percent- 
age of signatories are extra people 
and some choristers. Petition, asking 
him to run for presiderit, will not 
come to Equity but will go to 
Hampden, who is recuperating from 
a broken leg at his home in Cone 
necticut. 

One report has it that Hampden 
will be asked to serve without re- 
muneration should he change his 
mind and should he be elected, That 
situation existed at the time John 
Emerson was head of the association, 
with Gillmore the executive secre- 
tary, and Paul Dulzell his assistant. 
Emerson was on the job for a time, 
then became virtually inactive be- 
cause of his health and pressure of 
his private affairs. 


ATC CONVENTION 
MAPS 4-DAY SKED 


American Theatre Council which 
will hold its first convention at the 
Astor, N. Y., for four days, starting 
May 24, has adopted a schedule of 
the subjects to be discussed, but is 
open to suggestions by members of 
its advisory committee. Over 40 
topics are listed under such group- 
ings as: producer and the theatre; 
the road; dramatist and the theatre; 
actor and theatre; theatre and the 
public; co-operation from ou.vside’ 
sources; legitimate theatre and mo- 
tion pictures. 

While the stagehands union has 
not officially okayed participation in 
the convention and the council, it 
was stated, by an officer of the 
|union, that it would act favora’'y. 
|Council still awaits word from te 
musicians union. Scenic Ariis.s 
union already has signified its par- 
ticipation. 











‘Abie’ ‘Continues’ 


of charges against some of the} 
| brokers. Government is trying to 
| keep all 32 cases concurrent. Prose- 


cutor declares what takes place as 
preliminary hearings will have lit- 
tle bearing on final outcome of the 
cases. 


L. Lewis’ labor activity in opposition | 


to the AFL. 

The surge to organize within the 
theatre has been indicated for some 
time. and one new group is that of 
the Theatrical Press Agents. Latter 
are on record as being opposed to 
unionization and banded together 
when commercial press agenis and 
edveriising man urged them to form 
a guild, with the idea of becoming 

(Continued on page 65) 


Toomey’s Legit Chore 
Memphis, April 27. 

Regis Toomey will play ‘Hildy 
Johnson’ in the Memphis Newspaper 
Guild’s revival of ‘Front Page,’ at 
Auditorium soon. 

He will be supported by Memphis 
cast of Little Theatre players, with 
Eugart Yerian, Little Theatre direc- 
‘tor, directing. 


B’way Run, May 12 


Rehearsals have started for the 
,revival of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ daied 
\for the Little, N. Y., May 12. On 


i that date, according to the office of 
| Anne Nichols, ‘Abie’ will ‘continue 
|its run.’ Although it has been off 
the boards over here for some years, 
the comedy is said to be play.ng in 
ithe Orient. It is claimed the opening 


of the revival will be its 2,533d pere- 
.oOrmance, 

Of the original cast of the New 
| york company engaged for the ree 
vival are Alfred H. White and Bere 


nard Gorcey. 


UNION | 


JATSE AN TMAT Equity Facing 3-Candidate Race 
For Presidency; Blunkall Proposed 


a 
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Inside Stu {—Lesit N. Y. Legit Critics Tenting in Nebraska | League of N. Y. Theatres 
Have Summer Plans | incotn, aprit 27. Opposing 2 State Bills; 
- ent shows are blossoming for ° 3 

Tour of Katharine Cornell in ‘The Wingless Victory’ and ‘Candida,’ Now Season's Over shortly all over this territory and On Censorship and Fire 


surrounding states to confound the 
small town exhibs. Fair rainfall so 
far, especially during the month of 
March, when precipitation was high 
has been boosting hopes of the can- 
vas-caperers. 

During the first two weeks of May 
the following tents are slated to g» 
out: Chick Boyes, in Lincoln; Mit- 
chell & Mitchell, from South Sioux 
City, Neb., 


which starts May 10, will be limited to five weeks, according to plans. 
Star will play Philadelphia, Boston and Chicago. In those stands there 
will be four performances of each play weekly, whereas when ‘Candida’ 
was inserted in New York (Empire) it was given three times each week. 

Announcement that McKay Morris had been engaged to play the Walter 
Abel part in ‘Victory’ aroused some comment, but he was originally 
slated for the play, according to the management. Abel has returned to 
the Coast. 








Drama critics for the majority of 
the New York dailies will leave on 
summer vacations within next two 
or three weeks. Brooks Atkinson, of 
the Times, begins week-ending at 
his place in the Catskills, N. Y., early 

| in May, making it fulltime loaf in 
; |} mid-June. Until his return late in 
straight shows and has been without | August, reviewer will spend his time 


Plans for opposition to two bills 
pending in the New York State Sen- 
ate at Albany will be mapped at 
meeting late this week or early next 
by League of New York Theatres. 
Bills were introduced amid some 
mystery, investigation having failed 
to disclose who is behind them. One 





= 
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Morosco, N. Y., is a theatre playing 


: ] “el. aie : - aie FE Pa and covering northern | bill, introduced by Senator Dunni- 
an orchestra for seasons. Currently with ‘P aay be there is __ " - st ‘planting 5,000 spruce trees.’ Nebraska and South Dakota; Justice- | gan, would make New York City 
ag 3 eer as > Brgy ange — en eing a penalty nouse | Richard Watts Jr., of the Herald- | Romain, northern Nebraska; Halj| license commissioner absolute czar 
1e COST 1S dv weekly, Sans ieadcer. Tribune leaves next month for Stone Towa: .Aulacr a . ; as : , 
: ; pres rt »weomer ang r ge rh irs acke ; sy a , ; ger Bros., Minne-| of theatre censorship. Other, intro- 
Show is presented by a né weomer, Juliana Morgan, who first backed | Madrid, accompanied by Robert Ne- | sota; Ed and Mona Hart, Nebraska; | duced by Senator O'Brien, sets 
and produced ‘All Editions’ this season. Show started fairly but the man- ’ ’ é , sets up 


ville, of the same sheet. May send 
back stories for Sunday paper, as 
he’s done on jaunts in past. Plans 


Hazel McOwen Players, Nebraska; 
Ted North, Kansas; Tilton Guthrie, 
Iowa; Biehl Sisters, Missouri; Origi- 


ageress refuses to use cut rates. standard central-control theatre exit 
doors and exit lights. 


Dunnigan’s. bill, if enacted, would 


After it opened it was proposed to insert a glossary of Yiddish terms in 


i ret © r + , . : . =e Ww 
the programs for ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y. It was figured | ae or post os 52 oe ei peop Show, Kansas; Hila | empower License Commissioner Paul tu 
out, however, that the Jewish portion of the audiences might resent dis- ine ed ou ‘Shaw ons her ras ¥ a are Missouri; Harry Hugo, Ne-| Moss to revoke license of any to’ 
closing such information and that they enjoy laughing more at lines which | 1404+ a month. Then goes to oe Siete co typed Rens. Bash Players, | premises of entertainment upon ‘sat- to 

‘sj : “sts ° s . PasK nsas. ; , j ‘ la: 
P . 5 , . 0 : | 
they know that others in the house do not unde stand. en ts Dalen dee ther eebeken onl isfactory proof’ of indecent drama, 





Those unfamiliar with the camps and hotels of the Catskills are puzzled 
over some of the laughs for that reason. 


ite play, show or exhibition. Commis- te 


‘RICHARD il’ MAY sioner would be sole judge of ‘satis- 


for a week at Columbia. 
Richard Lockridge, of the Sun, 





























se 
eae Lee ; ; factory proof’ and there would be 
Ee , : . ll tz “oug ne th 
Number of suggestions were made at Equity’s recent discussion meeting: ir Boer Pacmag —. ee pee PLAY CENTRAL CITY no appeal. Present law requires con- Ez 
that the council define the duties of a stage manager, who should not be expects to ion -:tesile at n> inal viction before license may be re- 
permitted to play a part; that rehearsal expense money be paid at ance pen mid-August Walter Win- voked. th 
of the first week and that anyone who rehearses at all shall receive at least] | ina hag tga tii prars : s sc 
one week’s rehearsal coin; that another such meeting be held in May. chell, of the mirror, will alternate | Sneheasgeare — de oe Come <3 ae sia ee gr 
N ‘tion reported taken by the council between I". Y. and the Coast during City what his works did for Broad- Consider able mystery about who 
° oe P s ’ i : |the summer, but won’t do any dra-| way this summer, if present plans|is backing Dunnigan’s measure. 
: 2 aaa’ 53 . Isl: | matic writing. for Maurice Evans to appear there Commissioner Moss claims he hasn't 
When a youth, P. Dodd Ackerman, agro td ree ogee mt tp Coney apne John Anderson, of the Journal,|in ‘King Richard Il’ go through.| been consulted and had nothing to $2 
and a Gypsy fortune teller told him: “Young man, you are going to have | é : : aa sh 
three wives.’ Recollection of that prediction came to him when recently | may take short trip to Europe, but | There are several attractions being | do with sponsoring proposal. Willing 
erecta ‘to Helen Fling ” | plans spending most of the summer | considered by Richard Aldrich for | to offer his opinion, if called on by a $2 
Latter is an author, having written books on masks and is completing a at his place in Connecticut. He | his initial season as director of Colo- | legislative committee or Governor in 
work on marionettes which will be published by Lippincott’s. | talked about showmanship last week | rado’s annual ghost town stage event,| Lehman. John S. Sumner, head of th 
eee ’ pat the advertising convention (4A’'s) but ‘Richard’ has the call. Two|New York Society for the Suppres- Ww 
4 Lester Bryant, formerly in show business, particularly in Chicago, is jin White Sulphur. Gilbert Gabriel, ! other shows being considered are | sion of Vice, likewise disclaimed in- 
H now selling motor cars and has settled down in Yonkers, N. Y. wr hg pe wa Whitrey Bolton, | ‘Idiot’s Delight’ with the Lunts and | terest in the bill. Was notified of it $: 
: Edna Hibbard, his wife, however, is due to appear in one of next sea- }of the Telegraph; Robert Benchley, | Diamond Lil’ with Mae West. as he is all bills introduced into the Pp 
penta wine ; ; |of the New Yorker, and George Jean| fyans has not definitely decided | assembly or senate, but neither he 01 
ae ns COL ELEN bE suicidal ign * ae and ee on the western offer. figuring on tak-| nor the society plans any action th 
| a i en dak Eee cee ee ml ing a holiday for several months. | about it, he declared. b 
. ? - / 7 : - ‘| ‘Richard’ will definitel 1 M While Commissioner Moss denies 
Ca Gu d Ha d St “ itely close May s denies : 
i thelic Actors’ Guil mmond’s Strawhatter |Xeicey Alten. of” women’s Wear, |35‘St the St James NY Genteal| having. any" interest. in. sponsoring ; 
/ H ° Ge B L ee for pleasure " y City date is set for July 17. If the | the Dunnigan bill, he has previously le 
onoring ne uc? Pittsburgh, April 27. eens Gilbert st ton Werks Shakespearean drama plays the for- | attempted to revoke theatre licenses 
Freeman Hammond, member of | Telegram, hasn't set any plans. May ret = poy’ city, it will be shown a yee ara indecent a gaan 
The Catholic Actors Guild will | Pittsburgh Playhouse’s acting com-| tour summer stocks an‘ play golf. a rin fk our weeks, —= sea- | Srst rs peg rong ace ° — bd 
haner Gene Buck st a dinner to be sales, han (dean @ver Kaene (830.3 Paper may use substitute for his ns tour fo Owing imme late y. j case he has been overruled in the St 
held at the Astor hotel, N. Y. Sun- “*-)) daily column, he may turx in ad-| Now in its 12th week ‘Richard’ | courts. System, as proposed by Dun- 
| day (2) evening. Buck. who aided | mmer theatre from Herbert V.| vance stuff, or it may be dropped | COMtinues to clean up. It has grossed | nigan, is similar to that legal in C 
y 1B. “4 ‘ Gellendre and will both operate and : as high as $23,000 and the average| Philadelphia znd Boston, where 
the late Flo Ziegfeld in presenting | girect over summer. Arthur Pollock, of il y 8 ; ) 
most of the ‘Follies’ revues, and who| Geljendre won't return to Keene | “¢ Brooklyn Eagle, tentatively plans | Weekly pace tops $18,000. Show | shows and legit plays have repeat- 
is head of the American Society of > return ne | voyage up the Amazon river. Burns costs $7,500 weekly to operate and | edly been banned on say-so of single 


this year, sailing next month on a 






































Porta . eS m Mantle, of the News, is expected to| iS Playing straight 70-30 sharing | official and regardless of court ap- 
Se tat aeeeasiaen af cruise to Scandinavia. go to the Lake Placid Club, N. Y., | te™ms. It cost $24,000 to produce and | peal. Philadelphia has in last two 
lifetime of devoted and distinguished as usual. ed prin Dae earned back in less panane oe ma ans catoge ag 
: : vor ‘ ; . ntn. appointe y @e mayor, but it is @ 
é Pam yal gee at an ones Letty Closing Tour ; St. James also flourished with | actually without power. In case of L 
relief fund. Current Road Shows Hamlet which preceded ‘Richard,’ ‘Mulatto” there recently, Mayor S. I 
Sinha: Sebidnd baek a0 Oe At Kansas City, May ] . but the latter’s business has reached | Davis Wilson nixed the show despite , 
{ ranean erage toons cg nl higher brackets. Evans and Robin-| offers to make any desired cuts and t 
| ip coreg cyt: nim TE ; (Week of April 26) son Smith own most of the show | over the objection of his own board. . 
i . Leaning on Letty,’ with Charlotte ° with Eddie Dowling also having a Fire P ti : 
iT mittee of over 60 prominent names : ’ ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Chestnut, share. eles tel : 3 re Precautions 1 
has been announced. On the dais | GTee™wood, which made a run of it| philadelphia. rep a ing in on the theatre’s} Although N. Y. Fire Department ; 
4) will be Herbert Hoover, Mr. Mul- | in Chicago and recently toured from ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ F! Capitan, | has the a4th St dothe aus eae gp ee gy php 9 wag ' 
rooney, Joseph P. Tumulty, J. Edgar | there, is due to end the season Sat-| Hollywood. but the house has been da ee ae SO Sens Sor 4 
: | , rk most of | Broadway h department of- 
ifs, Hoover, Bud Kelland, Grantland | urday (1) in Kansas City. Play was ‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- | this season , eggs eg ae 
1h, Rice, Deems Taylor, Will Hays, Fritz | known as ‘Post Road’ when present- ton. ; Money put up for producti b Scials frown “ O'Brien's Proposal 
i Lanham, David Warfield, Daniel|ed on Broadway. Under the same ‘Cl ° , Evans was su ace ho ae aie a Y | for exit doors and exit lights. Claim , 
4 Frohman, Frank  Crowinshield, | title it opened and flopped in Lon- ese Quarters,’ Selwyn, Chi- eosin, but it-i Ps t 9 de Als OwN | present exit doors which open out- i 
i James A. Farley, Arthur Hopkins, | don. — tee care aor ePorted that an out-| ward if anyone leans against them i 
ch James Montgomery Flagg, Alfred J.| Miss Greenwood’s attraction had ‘Dead End,’ Hartman, Colum- th - weatine orward and provided | are safest now knewn. Point out that 
if McCosker, Frank C. Walker, Harry | the backing of Martin Broones, her bus, O., 26, 27, 28; Cox, Cincin- This atr oy f angers en te PSEEe WO WHINE WHR yre- 
| Hershfield, Alfred J. Talley, M. H. | husband. nati, 29, 30, May 1. the blue steoped ite a Cut of | posed central control system, doors i 
1 Aylesworth, Walter Hampden, Major D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Colo- ith th rt into a good thing | might stick closed and result in great 1 
Wh Edward Bowes, Rev. Edward F. ; nial, Boston. - © show cleaning up. loss of life in case of fire. Pointed ‘ 
i Leonard, Robert L. Hague, William Shows in Rehearsal ‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Na- = ads out that both O’Brien’s and Dunni- , 
. Weinberger, Irving Caesar. ‘ A , es i : : . ° gan’s bills apply to film theatres, 
\ at eee Abie’s Irish Rese’—Anne Nichols. — Svaeengien, a Se Miller Office Readying burley houses and niteries as well 
: ‘Money Mad’ (‘Bet Your Life’ )— Follies, Par, Toledo, 26; as legit theatres 
SALLY RAND’S LEGITER Edward Relkin. — Cleveland, 27 to May 1 | London ‘Regina’ Date In regard to fire regulations, smok- 
Sally Rand will appear in a play ‘Room Service’—George Abbott. yin ing is permitted in many Broadway | 
this summer at the Lakewood Play-| ‘Sea Legs’—Bannister & Byrne. P ‘Great Waltz,’ Met, Providence, —— aywigii ae film theatres, but not in legit houses. | 
Aa house, Skowhegan, Me. ‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ comedy rs rong Aude, Hartford, 27, one er Mather, of the Gilbert Miller | Fire Department previously sus- | 
She did Sadie Thompson in|adapted by Brian Doherty from a ; Shubert, New Haven, 29, 30, | Office, sailed last Saturday (24) to} gested iaw to bar smoking in legit , 
‘Rain’ at the same strawhat two |novel by Bruce Marshall, has been May 1. make preliminary arrangements for | houses. Claimed if such measure is 
years ago, with Humphrey Bogart | acquired by Delos Chappell for pres- ‘Idiot’s Delight? (Lunt and | 40Md0n_ production of ‘Victoria Re-| enacted fire marshals could issue 
| among those supporting. entation next season. Fontanne), Erlanger, Chicago. a Pamela Stanley will have the| summons to anyone smoking or 
— _ ‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post title part, played at the Broadhurst, | lighting matches in auditoriums or 











Road’), Cox, Cincinnati, 25, 26: 


N. Y., by Helen Hzyes. 





theatre lobbies. That proposal was 


& i € . ; London production skedded to y ryers for legi e- 
[. Mi LLE R ’s exclusive ce Gee pc aoe — open early this summer. Broadway woe — 

’ y, May I, 2. edition closes May 29 and is set for While Marcus Heiman, N. Y. The- 

‘Orchids Preferred,’ Forrest. " declin 





Philadelphia. 


| extended tour next season. 





atre League presdent, declined t9 


: ‘ ‘a ao “terre predict What action the Council will 
hi Chicago Hot and Blue,’ Grand, | Two Shows Out take at its coming meeting, he in- 
" ‘ , timated both bills will be discussed. 
Ti Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah ; 7 7 — Figured the Council will undoubt- 
Bankhead), H. S. Aude, Little Sun Kissed’ closed Saturday at] edly oppose them with all its power. 























Rock, Ark., 26; Aude, Memphis. 


where 


| the Little, it played seven 














Expected that opposition campaign 























our Guatemale 27, 28; Ryman Aude, 29; Tivoli, | W®¢ks. California comedy was light | will be mapped at meeting. 
keyed to 75 Chattanooga, 30; Temple, Bir- | . 
sandal —— May 1. ‘SUN KISSED’ 
| uth Draper, Acad. of Music oO ae , 
ik 1 fabric strips | pened March 10, °37. The 
f The colorfu en in GU2- aoanee, Va., 26; Lexington, Ky.. |] few first-stringers who attended 
if ase hand-wov age | ; Huntington, W. Va. 28: || this premiere were divided, 
it eile and we uy Charleston, 29; Lyric, Richmond, || Gilbert (Telegram) called it 
i te patives cal weave, 38, May i. || ‘passable comedy,’ but Gabriel 
ly W derful with white delghia and God,’ Forrest. Phil- || (American) said it we< ‘fairly 
ii on adeipnia, poor.’ 
ii t-band, ‘Tobacco Read,’ Orpheum, Du- VARIETY - sige 6 
iy te belt, 5-00: Ha 4 S.. eo ARIETY (Rowl) said: ‘Des- 
i "e Gloves, 5-09. Banded luth, Minn., 26, 27; Palace, Su- ‘| tined for brief Broadway run.’ 
' 20. | ae 08 6.00 perior, Wis., 28; Paramount, St. | 
white u , Cloud, Minn., 29; Winona, Winona, | a; 
y ; ’ Am, »|draw fr start ¢ i 
J Minn, 30; State, Eau Claire, |the ves om start and ended well in 
ae. Wis., May 1. | ‘Curtain Call’ was y 
- , eaee as yanked from the 
Fs Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los An- |Golden (Masque) Saturday after hav- 
Curshou Shoec alon 562 FIFTH AVE. | getes, . a _ {ing played but three days. House has | “Red, Hot and Blue” 
4 gts i - : j You Can't Take [t With You, had a succession of spring flops. | Cohan’s Grand, Chicago 
f Git eg | Harris, Chicago. Show heavily panned. . ——— 
: 
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Delight’ Good $1 


Chicago, April 27. 

Only three shows in town_ last 
week, with ‘Red, Hot and Blue 
turning in its first full gallop in 
town for only fair $19,500. List hops 
to an even quartet with the entry 
last night (Monday) of ‘Close Quar- 
ters’ at the Selwyn for a pre-New 
York showing. Town also gets the 
semi-pro Chicago Group Theatre at 
the Studebaker May 1 with “Take It 
Easy’ for a two-week stab. 

‘Delight’ continues a_ sell-out at 
the Erlanger and only the low sub- 


scription scale held down the 
gross on the first two weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Clese Quarters,’ Selwyn (1,000; 


$2.75) (ist week). Two-character 
show opened last night (Monday). 

Idiot’s Delight,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$2.75) (3d week). Gross will gallop 
into the high mark this week with 
the subscription rates off. Last week 
was a honey at $16,500. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Grand (1,300; 
$3.85) (3d week). For first full nine- 
performance week cashed in with 
only fair $19,500. Jimmy Durante is 
the man-about-town and garnering 
beaucoup publicity for the show. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (12th week). Set- 
tling down to pace. Good at $14,000 
last week. 

WPA 

‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Due to 
open tomorrow (Wednesday) after 
several postponements. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 
Colored show holding up well. 


TMAT Union 


(Continued from page 63) 

















a union The older p.a. group 
known as the Theatrical Press Rep- 
resentatives of America has also 
given signs of again becoming ac- 
tive. That organization, which in- 
eludes company managers has also 
not been interested in unionization 
up to now. In light of the present 
activity to get together for protec- 
tive measures, the position of those 
groups may possibly change. 

Seek Majerity Pewer 

Under the law it is the majority 
which can demand collective bar- 
gaining and if the TMAT can show 
it represents such a_ percentage, 
would be in a position to talk terms 
with the managers and other em- 
ployers. There is a move to organize 
tieket sellers, managers and other 
employees of picture houses where 
it is contended that wages are in- 
adequate and working hours too 
long. Whether the TMAT includes 
that field remains to be seen, but it 
is likely that the IATSE will claim 
jurisdiction for certain classes of 
picture theatre workers. There is 
a treasurer’s union in Chicago with 
a state charter. It has upped wages. 
B.o. men there at ball parks get $7 
per day and $8 for double headers, 
more than twice what the men re- 
ceive in New York. 

Treasurers’ Club, which takes in 
legit box office men only, is strictly 
a fraternal body, its main object 
being to aid sick members and pro- 
vide cash in the event of death. At 
Thursday night’s session legit and 
other box office men were in at- 
tendance. 

Argument against unionization of 
house managers, agents and treas- 
urers has been that as they repre- 
sent the manager-employers and 
handle their cash and property, it 
was not fit to join the labor union 
movement. That viewpoint has ap- 
parently been discarded upon the 
realization that such employees are 
in need cf protection and that or- 
Zanization is the solution. 

Actors were the first of the white 
collar groups in the theatre to be- 
come a labor union. Dire things 
were predicted as a result but the 
movement continues and now takes 
mM a goodly percentage of screen 
Players. 

More than 50 legit box office men 
have been working for the WPA 
theatre project in New York, but a 
majority were recently handed dis- 
missal slips (rescinded). That group 
iS especially interested in whether 
the Managers, Agents and Treasur- 
ers’ union can bring about reinstate- 


Ped. Hot’ Lukewarm $19.50 in Chi: : 
6,300 at Low Scale 








_— 


DETROIT’S FINALE 


Ends Season With Sock 
$45,000 in Two Weeks 


‘Follies’ 





Detroit, April 27. 

With local legit season apparently 
wound up, ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ slipped 
out of town Saturday (24) with 
around $45,000, representing two 
weeks’ engagement at the Cass. First 
session brought smash $25,000, while 
last stanza wasn’t far behind with 
big $20,000. 

House opened roadshowing of 
‘Great Earth’ (MG) Sunday (25). 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ (Cass; 1,400; $3.30 
top) (2d week). Pulled out with 
fine $20,000 Saturday (24) after a 
smash first session of $25,000. Gave 
musical a very big $45,000 for two 
weeks’ stand. Current is roadshow- 
ing of MG’s ‘Good Earth,’ which will 
doubtlessly run three or four weeks 
and preclude further legit here this 
season, 


G-5 TUNEFUL 
$23,000 IN HUB 





Boston, April 27. 


Everything okay last week in the 
legit lineup. Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas by D’Oyle Carte Co. still in 
great demand, and second week’s 
take on this four-frame date devi- 
ated hardly a hair from the initial 
week, 


‘Brother Rat’ holding up okay, now 
in 12th week at the Plymouth. ‘Great 
Waltz’ ended two-week comeback at 
Opera House in fair shape. 


Estimates for Last Week 


D’Oyle Carte, Colonial ($3.30; 2d 
week). Solid biz by this excellent 
company. About $23,000. Two more 
weeks. 


‘Great Waltz,’ Opera House ($2.20) 
(2d wee). Final frame of revival 
excellent at $22,000. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth ($2.75) 
(llth week). Popular comedy piece 
marching along at okay $8,500 level. 


‘QUARTERS,’ $2,500, 
BRODIES IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 27. 

After-thought for legit season at 
Nixon last week was a mistake, 
Philip Merivale and Gladys Cooper 
barely getting $2,500 in their two- 
character play, ‘Close Quarters.’ 
House had apparently closed to flesh 
more than month ago, hosting road- 
show flickers for past four weeks, 
and booking of this pushed out ‘Good 
Earth,’ which could have possibly 
stuck around for additional time. 

Reviewers without exception 
threw the hooks into ‘Quarters,’ none 
of them giving it a chance to reach 
Broadway in fall, present intention 
of Lee Shubert, the sponsor. Fact 
that Merivale-Cooper combo isn't 
b.o. here was exemplified for second 
time this season. In ‘Call It a Day,’ 
an established hit, they barely drew 
$11,000. Nixon currently dark, but 
relights again Monday (3) for an- 
nual musical of Pitt Cap and Gown 
club. 








Estimate for Last Week 


‘Close Quarters’ (Nixon; 
$2.85). 


this. Merivale and Cooper unable to 





2.100; | 
Tough to sell a legit here so | 
late in season, particularly one like | 


carry third-rate two-character play | 


and blasting by cricks didn't help 
matters any. Around $2,500, show 
going on practically all week to non- 
existent audiences. 








ment. Ball parks are usually manned 
by legit box office men, but the jobs 
are often uncertain and limited. 
Box office men are looking for- 
ward to coming seasons when there 
will be more employment. World's 
Fair will use flock of ticket sellers 
and if mutuel betting is legalized in 
New York the tracks will also need 
a large corps. The TMAT will 
doubtless establish a wage scale for 
treasurers and others and that is ex- 
pected to be an impurtant factor. 


arine Cornell in ‘Candida’ and ‘Wing- | 
| Jess Victory’ for a single week’s stay. 


AURAL THEATRES 
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| B’way List Sags but Hits Hold Up: 





PLANNING STARTS ‘Excursion $11,500, Babes $19,000 


| Warm-Weather Legit Spots 


Again Concentrate Activ- 
ities in the East and Far 
West — Equity Members 
Set in Most Places—Guest 
Stars from Broadway and 


Hollywood 


TEN-WEEK SCHEDULES 


Steady growth of summer theatre 
activities in the past five years has 
finally established the field of rustic 
entertainment as an_ important 
branch of show biz. It holds promise 
this coming season of once again 


exceeding the previous record. High | 


figure of each year has been broken 
consistently with last year hitting 
an all time water mark of a counted, 
and recognized, 130 in the sticks. 


There were more than that, but due | 


to scattering beyond the east, which 
holds more than three quarters of 
entire lot, it is difficult to keep 
contact. Bucolic impresarios have 
reached the point where they afford 
work for nearly 600 Equity actors 
(last year’s figure) in addition to 
being a good source of revenue to 
authors due to their great number, 
and of the last sources of talent. 
Those with school adjuncts are spe- 
cially recognized as the last frontier. 
Interest in strawhats was slight 
until last year when expansion hit 
a new record. Equity evinced in- 
terest when it found that the woods 
were affording employment to more 
actors than the once solid ‘road.’ 
Action was then begun to line up 
and organize groups, which resulted 
in regulation of salaries, conditions, 
expenses, number of performances, 
salary and transportation guaran- 
tees and the number of Equity mem- 
bers used per company. It also 
forced a declaration of intention with 
subsequent classification into three 
groups, and helped in the elimina- 
tion of prevalent rackets. 
International Association of The- 
atrical Stage Employes (stage hands) 
also sought an ‘in’ by attempted or- 
ganization of the hayseed mechani- 
cal help. Little was done by that 


(Continued on page 71) 


Boy-Gurl $7,500, 
3d Week, Philly: 
Susan’ $8,000, Off 


Philadelphia, April 27. 

Town’s two legit shows didn’t do 
anything remarkable last week, but 
one, at least, reported satisfaction. 
Baseball season’s opening didn’t 
mean anything because of cold 
weather but Penn Relays, Friday 
and Saturday, brought plenty of 
people to town and probably helped 
fhose two evenings although Satur- 








day afternoon trade was off in all | 


houses. 


‘Susan and God,’ playing its second | 


week at the Forrest, was not helped 


by notices and whatever biz it got} 
| must be credited to Gertrude Law- | 


rence, 
Lytell. 
ferred,’ 
night 


stay. 


with perhaps some to Bert 
House gets ‘Orchids Pre- 
musical comedy tryout to- 
(Tuesday) for a two weeks’ 
After that (May 10) is Kath- 


‘Boy Meets Girl’ is credited with 


okay trade at the Chestnut in its 
third week. Originally announced 


four and management is hoping for 
five or six. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Boy Meets Girl? Chestnut (1,500; | 
$2) (2nd week). Held up quite 
well, reporting $7,500. Four weeks 
sure and may linger. 

‘Susan and God’ Forrest (1,800; 
$2.50) (2nd week). Closed a fort- 


| night’s stay to tepid $8,000 for this 


scale. ‘Orchids Preferred’ in Tues- 


‘day (27). 


Month of April has been rather 
disappointing along Broadway. It 
had been expected that the going 
after Easter would be strong, but 
there was an offish tendency. The- 
atre patronage probably reflects gen- 
eral conditions, it being estimated 
that mercantile lines are 12%% 
under normal. 

But the good things are still 
flourishing. Some are not getting 
the grosses of the winter period, but 
are still quite profitable. Exceptions 
are ‘The Women,’ which last week 
went a notch higher than its pre- 
| vious top gross for eight perform- 
| ances, with takings of $21,500, with 
| no change in the capacity pace plus 
of ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ and 
| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 

‘The Show Is On’ is the list’s mu- 
sical standout, but while the new 
| ‘Babes In Arms’ fared well during 
its first full week, with an approxi- 
mate $19,000, the agencies were dis- 
appointed in the ticket demand. An- 
| other attraction under the form ex- 
pected is ‘Excursion,’ which de- 
lighted the critics. Show climbed 
|last week, with takings around 
$11.500, but is not rated a smash. 

Monday (26) business was dis- 
tinctly off and those in ticket circles 
sought an explanation. Dip was at- 
tributed to the start of daylight sav- 
ing time and in the nast that has 
similarly reacted at the box offices. 

Last week’s two entrants were 
‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco, which had a 
moderate start, with takings around 
$5,000, and ‘Curtain Call,’ which 
opened and closed at the Golden, 
playing but three days after a criti- 
cal toasting. ‘Sun Kissed’ went off 
at the Golden. 

Rehearsal list is down to four at- 
tractions. No new shows are listed 
for the coming week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (M-1,382-$3.85). First full 
week close to estimate; got around 
$19,000; good money for musical of 
| knid, though not strong in agencies. 
| ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (75th week) 
| (C-1,059-$3.30). Will move to Am- 
bassador when ‘Room Service’ is 
— around $7,000 last week and 
okay. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ 46th St. (16th 
week ) (D-1,375-$2.20). Reduced 
scale and got around $7,000 last 
week; will attempt summer stay. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (20th 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Has eased 
somewhat, but is piling up excellent 
profit; last week topped $11,000. 

‘Curtain Call,” Golden. Opened 
late last week; panned; taken off 
Saturday. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (79th week) 
(CD-1,000-$1.65). With reduced scale, 
business satisfactory; around $5,590, 
which means some profit. 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (4th week) 
(D-804-$3.30). Moved up about $1,- 
500 and with takings approximating 
$11,500 should stick. 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (12th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Question of how 
long operetta will continue; last 
week takings approximated $11,000; 
maybe even break. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(10th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Picked 
up and got nearly $14,000; one of 
spring’s exceptions and run in sight. 

‘High ‘Ter, Beck (16th week) 
(D-1,124-$3.30). Holding to excel- 
lent money since prize award pub- 
licity; last week rated over $17,000. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 48th St. (4th 
week) (CD-969-$3.30). Under cut 
rate deal, show may continue for 
time; light grosses however; $3,500 
indicated, 

‘Miss Quis,’ Miller (4th week) (C- 
944-$3.30). Fresh coin and some cut 
rates may keep show in for while, if 

















not picking up on its own; $4,500. 
‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (2nd week) 
(C-961-$3.30). Parties first 
helped to gross around $5,000; 
changes planned; moderate 
tions. 
| ‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (19th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Best grosser 
on list again approximated $30,000; 
is slated into summer; no revue op- 
position. 
‘Sun Kissed,’ Little. Closed Satur- 
day after seven weeks to very light 
grosses: ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ will be 
revived May 10. 


week 
script 
indica- 


‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ | 
| Hudson (9th week) (D-1.017-$3.30). 
|Slid off with trade under $6,500; 


must improve to last much longer. 
‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H. (7th week) (M-2,780-$3.30). 
Best money Sunday afternoons, with 
sabbath = nights around 


| $19,000 estimated: enough for 


dropped; 


not 


big show slated for another three 
weeks, 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore (18th 


straight plays and cinch through 
summer; new eight-performance high 
$21,500, while most other attractions 
varied. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest (177th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). The run 
leader goes along to moderate tak- 
ings, but still piling up profits be- 
cause of low cost operation. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (29th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Somewhat off last 
week, with gross around $15,500 
and still one of the best things on 
list. 


‘Victeria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (6lst week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). With Monday nights out and 
Tuesday afternoon added, business 
bettered previous normal with 
$17,000. 

‘Without Warning,’ National (ist 


week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Presented by 
A. L. Jones; written by Ralph Spen- 
cer Zink; opens Thursday (29), 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (12th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Excellent ticket agency sales and 
holds to virtual capacity with takings 
around $16,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,” 
Booth (20th week) (C-704-$3.30). No 
change in standee pace of laugh 
show: sure all summer; takings 
$15,000 and more 

Revivals 

‘King Richard WU,’ St. James; cop- 
ping plenty of coin; somewhat af- 
fected last week, but $17,000 or bet- 
ter. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; topped $16,000; 
excellent for revival, which has an- 
other week to go. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Mu- 
sic Hall; meller in night spot. 

WPA 


‘Professor Mamlock,’ Daly's: drew 
critical attention. 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘The Show Off,’ Lafayette, Harlem, 


Tovarich’ 186, 
Smash in L. A.; 
‘Boy OK $5,000 


Los Angeles, April 27. 

Bringing out the biggest $5 top 
opening in the history of the house 
for a take of $4,200 on the perform- 
ance, Homer Curran’s Coast pro- 
duction of ‘Tovarich’ is hitting a 
smash pace at the Biltmore, where it 
looks good for another three of four 
stanzas. On the opening night, Man- 
ager Peter Ermatinger yanked the 
Russian band out of the pit, put 
them in a box, substituted 40 cane- 
seated chairs and sold them at $5.50 
each within 20 minutes. 

‘Boy Meets Girl continues at sat- 
isfactory pace at El Capitan, where 
it is now in its eight week, with 
gross at no time hitting below the 
$5,600 mark. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore (D-1,656; $2.75) 
(ist week). Film crowd turning out 
in full force and initial stanza, with 
$5.50 premier, brought smash $18,000, 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, Hol- 
lywood, (C-1,570; $1.65) (7th week). 
Nights and weekend trade holding 
up to $5,000, plenty oke. May stick 
a couple of more weeks. 

WPA 

‘Blind Alley,” Mayan. Gangster 
drama, directed by Lorin Raker, 
sticks until May 2, to be followed 
(6) by “‘Tomorrow’s a Holiday,’ Vien- 
nese comedy @rama, directed by 
1 John Langan. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Farce that ran for number of 
weeks at the Musart earlier in the 
year debuts at this house Thursday 
(29) 

‘Merchant of Venice,’ Mason. After 
profitable run in Hollywood, moves 
downtown, May 28, following ‘Blind 
| Alley,’ starting May 18. 








‘Letty’ Doesn't G et Much 
Support in Indpls., $5,500 


Indianapolis, April 27. 
Charlotte Greenwood, here in 


| ‘Leaning on Letty’ for three evening 





performances and matineee (22, 23, 
24), did moderately well at the Eng- 
| lish theatre. Grossed $5,500. 

} Final offering of season ‘Dead 
|End,’ due in for three days starting 


week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Topper among ' May 3. 
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Road’s Biggest Comeback 





(Continued from page 1) 





sticks want? The figures would in- 
dicate that the answer is half dozen 
of one and six of the other. Of the 
49 houses listed, 22 marks were run 
up by musicals and 27 by straight 
shows. Of the 27, 15 were shows 
with established b. o. pull and 12 had | 
no names at all. 

There is, of course, one fallacy to | 
lists of this sort. Figures are always, 
Thus, 





fact that a musical will have the top 


| . 
| gets under way May 11 is successful. | 


Pittsburgh Symph Plans | 


Concert Expansion 





Pittsburgh, April 27. 
Pittsburgh Symph, in effort to re- 
capture glories it had when Victor 
Herbert conducted, will go big time 
next season, if campaign drive which 


moving down to permit engagements 


‘ maccari , > eatirxy | y é 

ane aa pi Agraria nd a be | Committee mapping plans has set | 

one Snow <¢ > as € | ® ° 
prot better than another at $25,000. | quota at $300,000 and town’s being | 
tad ‘ ’ bs . | . A casas ac _ : sic | 
When both musicals and dramatic | promised the last word in music | 
hows play the same house, as is | when and if. 
sn iS ay : : a 
true of the Nixon, Pittsburgh, .own’s | Under new Symph deal, Antoni 
sole legiter. it is almost matter-of- Modarelli, conductor for last ee | 
| adiens cre ae . years, will become an_ associate, | 
| 


b.o. figure. Musicals, obviously, must 
demand higher rates at the b. o., 
which is one angle. They need more 
of a take to come out. 
Miss Cornell and Miss Hayes 

Thus there is a curious situation. 
Katharine Cornell, in various shows, 
has established. b. 0. marks around | 
the country. So has Helen Hayes. 
But Miss Haves doesn’t figure in the | 
above chart because she never rere | 





pened to play in houses which were 
strictly dramatic stages. hence mee 
grosses are always slightly eclipsed 
by the song-and-danceries. It is a| 
matier of spotting, as proven quite | 
distinctly when she hit out for the | 
mid-west and mid-south hinterland | 
for one-niters and split weeks and | 
ran up corking figures. Here there 


was no overshadowing; musicals 
can’t or won't take the chance she 
took. 

Several paradoxes also figure. 


*Continental Varieties,’ for example, 
is listed as heading the figures at the 
Studebaker, Chicago, although it 
wasn't really a_ successful show, 
either in New York or on the road. 
Vaude combo headed by Lucienne 
Boyer, French girl, simply struck a 
good week at that house, now no 
longer in use for legit (except by 
WPA). Also ‘Point Valaine,’ starring 
Lunt and Fontanne, heads the Colo- 
nial, Boston, at $26,500, and the 
Chestnut, Philadelphia, at $25,000, al- 
though, in toto, it was a flop. Noel 
Coward play, in this case, played 
both these houses, prior to New 
York, and got sock draw on the mar- | 
quee lure. New York crix let it 
down and, after a short run to big 
con in N. Y., it died off badly. 

Another significance is that the 
shows listed in the top-coin class are 
not necessarily all the big gross 
shows on the road in the six-year 
span. There are two different ‘Fol- 
lies’ listed, but otherwise no dupli- 
cates. However, ‘Taming of the 

urew’ (Lunt-Fontanne), ‘Mary of 
Scotland’ (Helen Hayes), ‘Hamlet’ 
(Gielgud), ‘Men in White,’ George 
White ‘Scandals,’ ‘Dodsworth’ (Wal- 
ter Huston), ‘At Home Abroad’ (mu- 
sical), and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt- 
Fontanne) were sock grossers, among 
others, despite not running up abso- 
lute top figures. 





Chicago Union Fears 
Muny Concert Cut 


Chicago, April 27. 

James C. Petrillo, chief of the lo- 
cal Musicians’ Union, lobbying plen- 
ty down at the state capital to try 
to obtain legislative support for the 
$9,000.000 park board appropriation. | 
There has been considerable agita- | 
tion around the state and city to clip | 
th> sum to $7,400.000. 

Union fears thot this clip will 
mean the elimination of the park 
concerts which employed several 
hundred men last summer. 





$7 “34 Costs in ‘Dead End’ 


Su't Vs. Edna Buckler 


E’na Buckler. author, 
cer‘ly lost her $2,000,000 plagiarism 
suit against Sidrey Kin‘tsley, Nor- 
man Bel Geddes and Random 
House. Inc.. was directed yesterday 
(Tuesczey) by 
WwW oolsey, N. Y., to pay the costs of | 
the action. The Court directed her 
to noav Kingsley $3,539: Bel Geddes, | 
$2.573. and Random House, $1,522. 
Tr three winners of the suit were | 
al-» allowed to sue for further pay- 
m~-*'s if desired. 

I*-s Buckler had sued the three 
on the claim that Kingsley’s play, 
‘Decd End,’ was liited from her 
story. ‘Money.’ She had sought an 
accounting and the profits, which, 
it was estimated, would nave | 
amounted in all to about $2,000,000 


Goossens and Carlos Chavez. 


who re-' 


running from one to five weeks for 
Already 
Georges | 
Eugene 


series of guest conductors. 
lined up are Otto Kemperer, 
Enesco, Walter Damrosch, 





| Wagnerian Operas 


In Condensed Form 
At Stadium Concerts 


Of the $75,000 needed to balance 
the budget for the coming summer 
season of outdoor Lewisohn Stadium 
concerts in N. Y., $20,100 has al- 
ready been collected, with rest yet 
to be plucked via the plate-passing 
route before shows start in July. 


Set as one of the features are con- 
densed version of Wagner’s Ring 
cycle and ‘Tristan’ in concert form. 
Will be offered July 12, 14, 20, 22, 
27. Set to sing top parts in series 
are Florence Easton, Goeta Lijung- | 
berg, Julius Huehn, Paul Althouse, | 
Kathryn Meisle. | 

Conductors carded for the eight- | 
week season: Vladimir Golschmann 
for first fortnight, Fritz Reiner for 
three weeks, George King Rauden- 
bush for one week, and Willem van 
Hoogstraten for final fortnight. 
Alexander Smallens will baton the 
special ballet and opera perform- | 
ances, 


HUROK 1937-38 SKED 
LISTS 15 ATTRACTIONS 


Sol Hurok’s next season schedule, 
his largest to date, lists 15 different 
artists and companies for nation- 
wide tours and New York dates, 
with a special subscription series in 
Carnegie Hall. Notable item on the 
roster is Salzburg Opera Guild, mak- 
ing American debut in October. 

Monte Carlo Ballet Russe will ap- 
pear at Metropolitan Opera House 
for fifth season, then tour for 20 
weeks. Other items on list include 
Uday Shan-Kar and his Hindu bal- 
let, Marian Anderson in her third 
American tour, Trudi Schoop and 
her comic ballet for third American 
tour, and following concert groups 
and artists: Artur Rubenstein, 
Vienna Boys Choir, Feodor Chalia- 
pin, Continental Ensemble, Joseph 
Schmjdt, Ginette Neveu, Kolisch 
Quartet, Rudolf Serkin, Ossy Re- 
nardy and Lina Pagliughi. Carnegie 
Hall series includes eight events. 
Hurok will sail May 19 on his an- 
nuai European trip. 





| 
| 
| 














American Ballet May 


| Tour Stravinsky Works 





| American Ballet may tour the 
provinces next season with the three 
|Igor Stravinsky toe terps, ‘Card 
| Party,’ ‘Le Baiser de la Fee’ and 
‘Apollon Musagette,’ it premiered 
iTast (Tuesday) night and will re- 


become — 28, 193 




















Katharine Cornell Repertory, five T 


exas stands, 


Split Weeks 
$31,000. Feb. 1, ’S4 


‘Mary of Scotland,’ Helen Hayes (Memphis, Little Rock, Tulsa. Oklahoma 
‘Mary of Scotland,’ Toledo, Columbus, Dayton, Cincy, $34,000, March 2, ’35. 


‘Follies,’ five Texas stands, 


$29,500, Feb., 


"35. 
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OO CSR As vo SE Perce ieee . 28,500 Oct. 20, 34 
Se re rr ee eS rr Se eee ‘Point Valaine’ 
(Lunt-Fontanne) ..cccoscccececes . 26,500 Dec. 22, '3 
SES ob kn Ba x 60 040 RO a "Re SORE SCONNOIED 5 50Gb cc bescen see . 38,000 May 23,36 
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PIMMOE oc cusses e ee ewos ‘Continental Varieties’ (Boyer)...... 14,000 Feb. 10,'35 
Harris Oe Sees ‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl)............ 27,600 Dec. 27, °36 
0 EE Oe Fe eres “Hamlet” (is. MOward) .........ccscccce 31,500 Dec. 27, '36 
Bes iy cwiccees . ‘Leaning on Letty’ 
(Charlotte Greenwood)........... 21,500 Dec. 27, 36 
PUGORStONE . .. ioc co ccceswe ‘Sixteen’ (local)..... 13,000 Feb. 17,35 
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CPP oo ikis cde e tc es cw Be eee errr ee 12,000 Nov. 22, 36 
ee a err ree Bilitmore..... pe Ai oid ‘Follies’ PeauPET Rk Gh oe ba owas wd 38,000 Jan. 26,°35 
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FE] Capitan... PANT: Wilderness’ (Will Rogers)...... 22.000 June 9,'°°4 
Milwaukee ............. OS RR Se aes Fa IO, fa oes va ch ok Rata Adin 808 30,000 Mar. 14, °37 
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City, Dallas), $38,000, March 31, °35 





Burton Holmes Off 


To South Africa May 8 


Burton Holmes sails May 8 for 
six-months’ South African trip, his 
first there. Going by way of Genoa, 
then to Capetown. Mrs. Helmes go- 
ing along to take stills and do devcl- 
oping. Edward Ewer will handle 
film camera. Plan to expose about 
60,000 feet of pix negative, of which 
they figure approximately 90% will 
be usable. Expect to return in Octo- 
ber or November. 

Lecturer is already booked solid 
through next January, February and 
March, 1938, having around 100 
dates set for period. Usual sched- 
ule is eight lectures a week. May 
also do a few spot dates next De- 
cember, if he gets back to U. S. in 
time. 
fore sailing, Thursday of next week 
(29) for Philadelphia Forum, in the 
Academy of Music, Philly. 


Doubt Paderewski 
Will Tour US. Again 


In the trade it is not expected 
that Paderewski will ever again 
make a U. S. tour. Polish pianst 
has not trouped Yankee shores for 
five years, 
rope because of shorter jumps and 
the more leisurely style of working 
| that prevails on the Continent. 
Paderewski. 76, is the oldest con- 








skedded round of tours. Efforts to 
lure him over to the U. S. durife 
past two seasons have been fruitless. 
causing American concert managers 
and bookers to greatly doubt he'll 
ever come over again. Consequently 





house. 
upon reception given the two N. Y. 
| presentations. 
| $10, 


looks to go clean again tonite at a 


| $5 high. 


Stravinsky personally batons the 
ork for the N. Y. showings. 
is made, it is unlikely the composer 
will accompany. as he plans to re- 
turn to Europe in a few weeks. 

Fdward M. M. Warburg is the di- 
rector and the bankroller of the 
Americen Ballet. Expensive produc- 
tions of the Stravinsky works and 
cast sizes preclude any possible 
profits from the pair of perform- 
anees at the Met. 


prise again tonight at the Met Opera | 
Matter of tour is contingent | 


At a scale of $1 to | 


last night’s performance plaved | 
Federal Judge John to practically capacity crowd. House 


If a tour | 


they’ve given up trying. 
Paderewski was rated top concert | 

| draw in the U. S.., 

| played to overflow 


houses. 





Jose Mojica in §. A. 





Buenos Aires, April 27. 


Jose Mojica, Spanish tenor, opened | 


a two-week engagement at the 
Teatro Opera here April 23. Thea- 
tre changed its four-a-day film pol- 
icy to two-a-day for yodeling at- 
traction. 

Singer will double at Radio Bel- 
grano (LR3) and continue there for 
four more weeks after his theatre 
appearance, before sailing for Eu- 





rope and a concert tour. 


Has only one more date be- | 


confining chores to Eu- | 


f Lola Compinili 


ON BROADWAY 
CURTAIN CALL 


Drama in two (seven 
LeRoy Bailey. Featuring Ara Gerahil, 
sented by Jack Quigley and Irving Schach- 
tel; directed by Dickson Morgan: settings, 
Cleon Throckmorton; costumes, Fllis Porter. 
At the Jom: Golden (Masque), N.Y., April 
22. 'S7. Top, $5.30. 





| 
scenes) by 
Pre- 








nets 


|, MST OPEL CLEC CCT Tee Thomas Frank 
BIDOTHO codec ccrcccccsccces Brewster Board 
The Princess ....cccccccces.-- Marie Curtis 
Pietro Rizzo sccccees-- Blaine Cordner 
Alesandro Casella esecees-Avguste Aramini 
The Young Lady .iccceccees:s Sondra Kostner 


.Gaby Barrere 
“Almira Sessions 


The Young Man 





a are “Mortimer Weldon 
Antonio Sebastiano........... Guido Nadzo 
Rena RBS ..issewve ebecvescs Selena Royle 
Isola Casella..cicccccoesssecs Ara Gerald 
AGRE «ccc cccvcds eovccess-.Micheleite Burani 
Ambassador ..cccccessss Arnaud de Bordes 
DETECT eercccccess Frances Reinhart 
GaP Bey icsecs esscesecd Arnaud de Bordes 
POUND 546604000600 6¢000K00 Sondra Kosteer 
DOME: 9 6: 0000<sebesbarescse Tominy Mudell 





Purported to have been suggested 


by the life of Eleanora Duse, ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ is one oi the late-season’s 
weak sisters, awkwardly arranged 
and, for the most part, inexpertly 
performed. Author, LeRoy Bailey, is 
said to have becn a super in Duse 
company during last American tour, 
receiving the data for his drama 
from the star herself. Present play 
is far from an A-1 exhibit, being 
merely another attempt to dramatize 
the career of an internetional celeb. 

Play bases its story on the famed 
association between Duse and d’An- 
nunzio, the actress and her poet- 
playwright being renamed Isola 
Casella and Antonio Sebastiano. 
Tragedy of an aging star in love 





cert artist still making the regularly | 
| ‘Curtain Call’ 


in that he always | 
| but complete lack of skill. 





with inconstant youthful brilliance is 
material for a potent drama, but 
misses its mark by a 
wide margin. Neither distinction or 
the necessary dignity are evident in 
the script. and Ara Gerald never 
succeeds in bringing to the Duse role 
more than routine surface emotions. 

Story of Italy’s foremost stage star 
and her unstable poet is given a 
wordy workout. Dialog is elaborately 
overwritten with earnest intention. 
Not for 
one moment does the actress of the 
play assume the semblance of a dra- 
matic immortal. Signora Casella 
seems merely a middle-aged woman 
suffering the usual pangs of back- 
stage jealousies and deceit, sans 
glamour and even dignity. 

The other woman who shatters 
the romance between the star and 
her dramatist is Rene Rizzo. wife 
of Casella’s manager. This part is 
played with quiet -flect by Selena 
Royle. Guido Nadzo is given too 
flagrant exaggeration in portraying 
the playwriting poet, there being 
times when he seems to be singing 
the lines with extrav agant poses and 
gestures. Blaine Cordner is adequate 
as the manager, who has his share 





of suffering, and Michelette Burani is 
effective as Casella’s faithful maid. 

Action covers a period of 30 years 
and final scene shows the death of 
actress alone in a Pittsburgh hotel 
during her last U. S. tour. In this 
episode an ttempt is made to cap- 
ture some of the magic that is Helen 
Hayes’ in her ‘Victoria Regina’ fade- 
out, but it is muffed badly in this 
instance. Dickson Morgan has staged 
the play in inefficient fashion; Cleon 
Throckmorton designed the service- 
able sets, and Jack Quigley and Irv- 
ing Schachtel, a new combo, are the 
presenters. Rowl. 

(Withdrawn after three days; 
printed for the record.) 


| OUT-OF-TOWN 
MADRID MADNESS 


Hollywood, April 22 


Drama in tree acts. 
town theatre, Hollywood, April 19, °S7; writ- 
ten by Youcca G. Satovsky: directed bs 
Johnstone White, settings, Leo Reilly. 
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Carrying a terrific moral and dra- 
matic sock, ‘Madrid Madness’ has all 
the earmarks of a future success, if 
interest in the current Spanish revo- 
lution doesn’t wane before the play 


can migrate from its Hollywood 
birthplace. 
Youcca G. Satovsky’s plot and 


lines bring the horrors of revolution 
into the theatre with all the realism 


of war itself. It is well balanced 
with intrigue, romance and_ sus- 
pense. Comedy is injected in just 


the right quantity to be consistent 
with the tragic events which carry 
the plot. 

As presented, ‘Madrid Madness’ 
has the benefit of a well trained. ca- 
pable cast, recruited largely from 
former Broadway players now work- 
ing in films. 

Single set used in the play is the 
shell-shattered room of a Madrid 
house rented by Crocker Eddington, 
dignified correspondent for a Lon- 
don newspaper. He hospitably shares 


his quarters with four other corre- 
spondents—Jack Raymond, voung 
Englishman; Roy ‘Two-bits’ O'Hara. 


American veteran of many wars 
and revolutions; Ivan Vetroff. Com- 
munist representative of a Mosco: 
publication. and Carl Hoffman. 

German, who left his native count? 


(Continued on page 71) 
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Broadway 


Freddie and Rae Schader going 
pack to Detroit. 

George M. Cohan and Bert Feibel- 
man sailed for Paris. . 

Louis Loewenstein and wife off 
for Bermuda vacation. 





Trees have been planted on 
World’s Fair grounds. 
Capt. Waters’ house at Bayside 


badly damaged by fire. 

Andre Kostelanetz planed for Hol- 
lywood yesterday (Tuesday). 

Harry Kaufman back from Hot 
Springs, where he shed 15 pounds. 

Toots Shor putting in one of those | 
table-phone systems at his Tavern. 
Dr. Sydney Ross, pro magico, went 
to the White House to mystify 
F. D. R. 

Allen Schnebbe and 
Gauley of Lyceum theatre inducted 
into No. 1 Elks. 

May 5, Queen Mary will see the 
final show biz outgo just in time to 
take in the Coronation. 

Cirker & Robbins designing sets | 
for George Abbott’s ‘Room Service.’ 

lso ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 

‘White Horse Ball’ in aid of the | 
Stage Relief Fund at Astor Tues- | 
day (27) attracted socialites. 

Bill Halligan, Bob Curley and 
Dolly Stark forming publicity and 
advertising firm ‘to open May 1. 

Ballantine and Diere, dancers, 
sailed for Havana and the Saris 
Souci Club today (Wednesday ). 

Agent Izzy Grove got his band 
booking license from American Fed- 
eration of Musicians this week. 

L. Rey, brother of Ramon (and 
Renita), now publicity partners with 
Harry Davies and Walter Fleishman. | 

Herbert Berg tearing his hair col- | 
lecting dough for annual AMPA ball. | 
He’s current treasurer of the outfit. 

Jack Connolly (Pathe) sailed Sat- | 
urday to join the Coronation news- 
reel coverage brigade now abroad. | 

Tom Philips, prez of B.A.A., back | 
in harness after recuping at his | 
sister’s home in Philly from severe | 
cold. 

Teams from casts of ‘Behind Red | 
Lights’ and ‘Brother Rat’ skedded for | 
softball game in Central Park this 
week. 

C. L. Stong, advertising chief for | 
ERPI, back at desk after having | 
been laid up with flu attack for two 
weeks. 

George S. Kaufman, on Coast, ru- 
mored dickering for James Cagney 
for lead in ‘Mice and Men’ for next 
season. 

Eddy Duchin taking diction and 
dramatic lessons in preparation for 
Hollywood bids. Wants to be more 
than a maestro. 

Lucille Ryman, eastern talent scout 
for Universal, probably will be 
scouring the middle west for new 
faces for the next month. 

Loretta Young and her mother in 
from Coast over the week-end. 
Probably will shove off for Ber- 
muda sometime this week. 

Dick Hopkins, of the St. James b.o., 
returning as treasurer of Walter 
Hartwig’s strawhat at Ogunquit, Me., 
for the third consecutive summer. 

_Len Gaynor, Fox publicist, is con- 
sidering farming out his pet New 
Jersey goat, because it is overweight. 
Now tips the scales at 21 pounds. 

Will Hayes, who used to catch 
plays for the Evening Journal, free- 
lancing. In town last week grabbing 
material for a piece on strip-teasing. 

Russell B. Moon to Kansas City to 
handle advertising and publicity for 
the RKO and Paramount houses 
pooled there. It’s a newly created 
post. ‘ 

Harland Dixon will stage shows 
at Ben Marden’s Riviera for Louis 
Shurr office. Marion Pearce goes in 





Hughie Mc- | 





as mistress of ceremonies when spot 
opens May 27. 

Alec Templeton, the blind pianist- 
entertainer, thinks nought of saying | 
I'll be seeing you’ because he ‘secs’ | 
with his ears, and has a keen recog- | 
nition that way. | 

Ezra Stone, of ‘Brother Rat,’ at the | 
Biltmore, received severe cut in the | 


left arm in accident during per- 
formance. Treated by physician and 
continued show. 

William Liebling office added play | 
department, with Audrey Woods, | 
fo-merly with Century Play Co., in | 
charge. First deal was ‘Room Serv- | 
ice_ to George Abbott. 

Milton Blackstone bragging of the | 

ele at Grossinger’s this week-end | 
with Louis Sobol, Bill Hardy (Gay | 

neties), Monte Proser and Charlie | 

“rns (21) as his fivesome. 

Mark Hellinger has given up his 
play production offices in the Para- 
reba building. Says he’s not as in- 
erested as he was, but will retain 
interest through Harry Oshrin’s law | 





turning to the Savoy for three more 
weeks. 

Peter Page will be replaced as 
dramatic critic for the Referee by 
Archie de Bear, sometime in May. 

‘Transatlantic Rhythm’ closed at 
the Alhambra, Glasgow. Principal 
comedians were Fred Duprez and 
George Gee. 

Hollywood wants Robert Steven- 
son, youthful Gaumont-British di- 
rector, but Stevenson has one more 
to do for GB. 

Henry Sherek playing nothing but 
American acts at the Mayfair hotel 
from now till end of July, which is 
the end of the London cabaret sea- 
son. 

Victoria Palace is in with Payne- 


| Jennings on the two-for-one tickets 


scheme. But privilege is 
matinees and first 
cluding Saturdays. 

Gaumont-British-Hyams 


only for 
shows, not in- 


Brothers 


| new super at Kilburn will be ready 


for opening Sept. 7. Seats 3,000, with 
opening attraction Metro’s ‘Camille.’ 
Cost million dollars to build. 


Paris 
Mildred Berman in town. 

Olive May at Monte-Cristo. 

Jean Tranchant at Bagdad. 

Vina Bovy in from America. 

Joe Jac':son off for England. 
Nadia Mirova at Monte Cristo. 
Josef von Sternberg in and out. 
Maurice Chevalier at Casanova. 
Clifford Fischer in from London. 
Albert Powell at Cirque Medrano. 


Helena Greasley back from Eng- 
land. 
Rachmaninoff recitaling at Salle 
} Pleyel. 
Cinema-Tographe, new movie mag, | 
on sale. 
Olive May and Joe Jackson at Bal 
Tabarin. < 


Sophie Duval hit by taxi, but not 
badly injured. 

Henry Roussel made officer of Le- 
gion of Honor. 

Argentinita giving dance recital at 
Opera-Comique. 


Fernand Gravet_ taking pistol 
shooting lessons. 
Yvonne Printemps recitaling at 


Salle Pleyel. 

Edmond Greville’s 
shown privately. 

Uday Shan Kar on Cote d'Azur 
prior to Italian tour. 

Solange Schwartz named premiere 
dancer of the Opera. 

Maurice Tourneur 
Lagrange off for Tahiti. 

Mistinguette set for A. B. C. ap- 
pearance at end of month. 

Renita Kramer telling French 
scribes how she conceived her act. 

Paris-Soir publishing long piece by 
Errol Flynn on his Spanish experi- 
ences. 

Chez Josephine Baker nitery dark 
after La Bell quarreled with owner 
of spot. 

Jean Renoir’s latest pic, starring 
Eric von Stroheim and Dito Parlo, 
finished. 

Cabaret de Monsiegneur, new 
Montmartre nitery, set for early 
opening. 

Expo inauguration on May 2, but 
won’t open to public until May 15, if 
not later. 

Jules de Maria, president of Con- 
federation du Cinema, off for Amer- 
ican visit. 

Henry Bernstein’s ‘Voyage’ pass- 
ing the 1000th performance at The- 
atre Gynmate. 

Marguerite Moreno added to cast 
of film Marcel Pagnol is making 
near Marseilles. 

Cecile Sorel making screen debut 


and Louise 


in Sacha Guitry’s ‘Les Sept Perles | 


de la Couronne.” 
Harry Baur off for Marseilles en 


route to Alger to commence work in | 
| ‘Serrati-le-Terrible.’ 


Paris Press saying terror reigns 
in Hollywood because of threatening 
letters received by stars. 

Yvonne Printemps becoming co- 
director of Theatre de la Michodiere 


| with Victor Boucher next season. 


Italian Ambassador Cerruti deco- 
rating Edouard Bourdet and Charles 
Dullin after Comedie - Francaise 
presentation of Pirandello’s ‘Chacun 
Sa Verite.’ 

Cecile Sorel signing to make ‘Une 
Grande Dame’ for Yves Mirande, 
with Victor Boucher, Lucien Baroux, 
Guillaume de Sax and Simone Ber- 
riau others in cast. 





Melbourne 


Royal Easter Show success. 


Stuart F. Doyle yachting over 


| Easter. 





offices, next door, over the summer. | 
Londen | 

| 

| 

aerie Oberon out of hospital. 


artha Wilchinski ensconced here 
as freelancer. 
on B. Warner and daughter stroll- 
ng in Leicester Square. 
F Mark Ostrer down with appendi- 
‘ls at his West End residence. 

ong pluggers forming their own 
,2ciation on the same basis as the 
‘ne American body. 
» aloria Day goes back to the 
allac lum show after being out for 
VO wecks during the reshuffle. 
_ Jack Powell plays one week at the | 
“voy hotel, then goes to Dublin, re- | 


Gilbert-Sullivan operas off to an- 
other good start. 

Sweltering heat sends mob buying 
outdoor amusements. 

Charles Munro to America for 
chatter sessions with Fox execs. 

Monte Carlo Russian Ballet doing 
very well in New Zealand for 
Williamson-Tait. 

Figured that around 300 records 
are used daily by the various broad- 
casting units in 
wax from daylight to curfew for the 
radio bunch. 

Legit is still in the revival stage 
for Williamson-Tait, with no new 
shows or artists listed for the near 
future. Current opus is ‘The Merry 
Widow’ with Gladys Moncrieff. 


‘Secret Lives’ | 


Sydney. It’s just} 


Hollywood 


Eddie Garr flew to Chicago. 

William Pine underwent minor op. 

Anne Green planed to New York. 

 adetaoee Stokowsky in from the 
east. 

Fanchon Royer back from New 
York. 

Mike Connolly here from New 
| York. 

Phil Harris has gone for a ranch 
at Encino. 

Robert Benchley Chiefed in from 
the east. 

Ben Rinaldo returned after three 
months on Broadway. 

Frank Borzage and the 
home a:ter northern trip. 

Cameron Hall planed in from New 
York to talk picture deals. 

Robert Presnell leaving May 1 for 
six-week vacation in Mexico. 








Dave Rubinoff sponsoring a violin- | 


makers convention here Aug. 2-7. 
W. C. Fields played tennis fo1 
| two reels of color film last week 
| Moe Rheingold purchased the Vic- 
| tor Schertzinger Malibu Beach home. 
; Leon Errol returning to Hollywood 
for film commitments after p.a. tour. 
Evan Thomas, London stage actor, 
arrived on the Coast for possible pic 
work. 
| ° Dimitri Tiomkin here from N. Y. 
to do music score for U’s ‘The Road 
| Back.’ 


George Lewis 


quitting Radio pub- 


licity staff to devote full time to 
writing. } 
| Richard Hageman, Met and Chi 
opera composer and _ conductor, 


| ogling studios. 

Freeman Gosden (Amos, of Amos 
n’ Andy) bought an estate in Holly- 
wood for $150,000. 

Russell Patterson co-operating 
with Par studio ad department in 
preparing advertising art. 

Raoul Walsh has shipped Sunset 
Trail 11, his fave nag, to Louisville 
for the Derby next month. 

Sy Bartlett checked off the Uni- 
versal lot after completing script 
on ‘Man Who Cried Wolf.’ * 

Carl Laemmle, Sr., pulling out for 
his annual European trip early in 
May. Jack Ross goes along. 

Abe Waxman returned to N. Y. 
after completing Coast arrangements 
for Will Rogers memorial drive. 

Dick Blumenthal, assistant to 
| Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is recuperat- 
ing in the desert from pneumonia. 

Melvyn Douglas is going to Europe 
to join his wife, Helen Gahagan, 
{| upon completion of ‘Angel’ at Para- 
mount . 

Marie Wilson, Warner contractee, 
| is back on the lot after recovering 
from injuries received in an auto 
accident. 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan and Iar- 
| vey Gates bought 40-ft. cruiser from 
Anita Stewart and tagged it Col- 
laborator. 

Ed Peskay and Ed Finney checked 
in from New York to arrange the 
| Grand National convention at the 
| Ambassador, May 16. 
| John W. Considine, Sr., Buddy 
| Morris and Marian Sieber, Marlene 
| Dietrich’s daughter, have left the 
|Good Samaritan after treatment. 
| George Simpson elected prexy, Ar- 
| ley DeWitt, vice president; W. J. Mi- 
chaelsen, treasurer, .-and Margie 
Vance, secretary, of. the Fox West- 
coasters club. 

Herman Robbins, prez of National 
Screen Service, and George Dem- 
bow guested 35 studio trailer editors 
and execs at Palm Springs. Tom 
Baily handled the party. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Harry Feinstein and Ben Brown 
| off on 18-day West Indies cruise. 
Webster Hall has_ picked up 
|Charles Stenross’ option until June 1. 

Charley Gaylord’s crew replacing 
Bob McGrew band at Bill Green’s. 
| Polly Rowles has just had her op- 
tion taken up for another six months 
iby U. 
| George Jaffe in New York lining 
|up company for summer stock bur- 
lesque. 
| Lee Casteldo has replaced Jimmy 
| Welch as second trumpter with Dick 
| Stabile. 

Dr. Fredrick Dorian, Post-Gazette 
musicrick, to spend summer in na- 
|tive Vienna. 

Al Marsico’s band into Show Boat 
with return to Plaza cafe of Etzi 
Covato’s crew. 
| Marianne Rhorkaste off for Louis- 
| ville nitery engagement after short 
| visit with parents. 

Ben Steermans taking a Beech- 
wood Blvd. home after three years 
|of apartment life. 
| Ozzie Nelson signatured for music 
at Duquesne University’s Junior 
|} Prom next month. 

! Jra Cohn, 20th exchange 
named chairman of Will 
| drive in this district. 

Dave Broudy sounded warning to 
golf rivals the other day with an 
'85 at Greensburg C. 

Paul Block, Jr., accompanying Cy 
| Hungerford. Post-Gazette cartoonist, 
|to London for coronation. 

J. J. Reis exploiting Kennywood 
Park this year, succeeding Marie 
'McSwigan, now on Sun-Tele. 

Betty Benson in on quickie from 
Leon and Eddie’s to bridesmaid sis- 
ter, Peg, in marriage to fiddler, Ferd 
Tuelle. 

John McQuade and Milton Hahn, 
both of Playhouse, accompanying 
Freeman Hammond to Keene, N. H., 
}for summer season. 


head, 
Rogers 
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News From 
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East 


Newest Atlantic City boardwalk 





| Zame is played with mice Cain 
| irees a mouse into an enclosure 
; Similar to a pinboard game. Mou 
ducks into one of the many hole 
Hole entered pays off in merchan- 
| dise 
Buddy Toomey, 22, stunt cyclist 
| with a motor rcus, hurt in Boston 


while trying to hurdle a truck 


Cc 
Edward W. F 


Finn, former thea 
tre usher, in court to obtain an an- 
nulment of his marriage to Gay 
Orlova, then on the stage but later 
associated with Laicky Luciano. He 


says it was purely a marrizge of 
convenience—her convenience She 
needed an American husband to re- 
main in this couniry. 
Lily Pons in aN. Y. 
observation. 
and fatigue. 
Theodore Dreiser minus his 
sils. Disconnected last 


hospital for 
Possible kidney trouble 


ton- 
‘rhursday. 





Coniracis awarded for three moar 


exhibition halls for the N. Y. World 
Fair. Brings the total up to a dozen. 

Lenox Hill hosp and St. Ann’s 
academy given a court order per- 
mitting them to contesi building of a 


pix house in Lexington avenue 

Dorothy Sabine, former 
White chorine, lost out last week in 
her suit to collect from J. D. W 
Lambert for clerical services in con- 
nection with his financial ventures. 
First asked $35,750, marked it down 
to $15.000 and knocked five grand 


George 


charted by Soviet with wrecking 
the productions. House was famous | 
in the imperial era and has survived. 
Asserted the director, through ignor- 
ance, spoiled the performances. 
Attempting to broadcast the drone 
of hived bees over WEEI, Boston, 
the keeper accidentally dropped one 


of the two hives, releasing about 
30.000 bees, Wednesday (21) eve- 
ning. Spent the rest of the night 


with a smoke gun trying to reclaim 
his charges. He was stung about 
300 times. but he’s used to it. 

Juilliard school presented ‘The 
Poisoned Kiss,’ operatic extrava- 
zanza by Vaughn Williams, in the 
school auditorium Wednesday (21). 
Clever idea, but not fully developed 
for humor. 

Robert Wadlow, the 8 ft. circus 
giant, saw ‘Brother Rat’ Friday 
night. Went over after his appear- 
ance at the Garden. Management 
put in a special seat for him. 

Actors from “Behind Red Lights’ 


played a ball team from ‘Brother 
Rat’ yesterday (Tuesday). It’s com- 
mencing. 


Musical setting of Joyce Kilmer’s 
‘Trees’ adopted by Daughters of the 
American Revolution as its official 
song. 

Rainbow Room, Rockefeller Cen- 
ter, institutes rhumba lessons. John 
Ward fronting and Glover and 
LeMae demonstrating. 

Vassar college and N. Y. univer- 
sity students to combine for a per- 
formance of Remeai’s Castor and 
Pollux’ in N. Y., May 1. 

Quebec Judge has quashed an 11- 
months-old indictment against Ann 
Harding. Concerns her flight to 
England and charge made by Harry 
Bannister. 

Two benefits for Stage Relief this 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


| because he 


off that. Jury found she had no} 
claim. 

Leonid M. Lyafoff, director of the 
Mali theatre, Moscow. laid off and 


the Dailies 


ndon. VARIETY takes no credit for 


= 
— 








;suit for more than $65,000 filed by 
| Constance Bennett for asserted dam- 
l|ages for a picture that was never 


| produced. Ruling was made, judge 
said, because G-B is_ purchasing 
Coast talent, and thus is engaging 


n business in California 

erine Corri Harris; his second, Mi- 
chael Strange (Blanche Oelrichs), 
novelist, and his third, Dolores Cos- 
ello, actress. He will pay no ali- 
nony, but will clear up her out- 
standing debts, she said 

George D. Givot, actor, and Doro- 
thy Curtis received a liccnse to wed 
nL. A. They said the marriage will 
take place next month. Miss Curtis, 
22, is a non-pro. 

Oliver Hardy filed divorce action 
in L. A. against his wife. Action was 
sealed but the comedian’'s attorney 
said that the divorce was based on a 
charge of mental cruelty. He said a 
property settlement had been made 
nut of court. Hardy's wife has pend- 
ing a separate maintenance suit 
against the comedian, filed = six 
months ago. 

Mrs. Margery F. Nast won an un- 
contested divorce decree from her 
husband, Myron C. Nast, nephew of 
the cartoonist, Thomas Nast, in L. A. 
irs. Nast is the daughter of the 
late Felix Feist, Metro exec.’ They 
have two children. 

Harold Goodwin, screen actor, is 
demanding $125,000 from Columbia 
Siudios because he received screen 
credit in a film in which he didn’t 
work. Leon Beaumon, another ac- 
tor, asks $305,000 from the studio 
worked in the picture 
and received no credit Goodwin's 
suit will be set for trial later, while 
the court ordered Beaumon to file an 
amended complaint. 

Ruth Collier, Ine., sued Bruce 
Cabot, actor, for $25,833 in L. A. be- 
cause he allegedly broke an agency 
contract.. Before the asserted pact 
was broken, the agency says, Cabot 
had earned $58,333 on which no 
commish had been paid and that 
after the repudiation he signed an 
agreement which will net him 
$200,000, of which the agency claims 
10%. 

Grace M. Devlin, former actress, 
won a $750 judgment in L. A. ina 
breach of promise suit against R. P. 
Brooks. 

Edythe Wurtzel, daughter of Harry 
Wurtzel, actors’ agent, and Lester 
Ziffren, for eight years manager for 
the United Press in Madrid, filed 
notice of intention to wed in L. A. 

Natalie Cantor, second eldest of 
Eddie Cantor’s five daughters, will 
wed Joseph Metzger, Hollywood 
antique dealer, probably in May, it 
was announced. 

Fire of undetermined origin 
caused $2,000 damage to a set being 
used by Fred Waring and his band 
for rehearsals at Warners studio in 

Florence Heller, N. Y. non-pro, 
announced on her arrival in L. A, 
that she’ll wed Ken Murray soon. 
Burbank. Ork members grabbed 
their instruments and fled. Group 


(Continued on page 68) 


MARRIAGES 


Katherine Keller to Kenneth A, 
O’Brien at Del Mar, Cal., April 24. 
Groom is with the United Artists 
publicity dept. in N. Y. 








week. Friday afternoon Katharine 
Cornell will do ‘Candida,’ while ‘Yes 
My Darling Daughter’ will play Sun- 
day nite. 

Paul Whiteman will merge his | 
orch with the Philharmonic-Sym- | 
phony for one concert at the Sta- | 
dium this summer. 

Jewish theatre people gave a testi- 
monial concert to David Sincoff at | 
the Bronx theatre last nite con 
day). 

Helen Kim Mont, oriental actress, | 
killed. herself in her New York | 
apartment Saturday. At the time the | 
apartment house was being stormed | 
by invitees to a cocktail party, and | 
it was assumed that she had sent | 
out the invitations. Developed, how- 
ever, that the so-called mystery | 
party was a practical joke and no 
connection with the death. 

Ed Weinstock’s Republic burlesque 
theatre robbed of $2,200 Saturday 
| night (24) by two armed thugs at 
| height of supper show. 

Pind 


| 


| Coast 








Elaine Barrie was granted a di- 
vorce from John Barrymore in Los 
Angeles, April 24. She charged he 
was abusive and used _ profane 
language. It was the end of Barry- 
more’s fourth matrimonial venture. 
His first wife was the former Kath- 

In a precedent-setting ruling, Su- 
perior Judge W. T. Fox of L. A. de- 
clared that foreign film companie 
jare legally answerable for their ac- 





ltions in California Judge refused 
to disallow the serving of a sum- 
'mons on Larry Darmour, Coast rep 


ol Gaumont-British. Darmout he 


_Lord Falmouth and 


Judith Schonzeit to Ben Pivar, 
April 22, in Los Angeles. Pivar is 
an associate producer at Grand Na- 
tional studio; bride is N. Y. costume 
designer. 

Helen Nedospiel (Nedo) to Sam 
Jack Kaufman in Detroit, April 22. 
Bride a dancer now touring with 
‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ Bridegroom is di- 
rector of Fox theatre orch, Detroit. 

Ethel Murdock, only daughter of 
J. J. Murdock, to Frank Wheeler 
Mondell of Washingten, D. C., in 
N. Y., May 8. 

Hon. Pamela Boscawen, sister of 
English legit 
actress under the name of Pamela 
Carme, to Henry Sherek, April 22, 
in London. Groom is London im- 
presario. 

Gertrude Durkin to James Ellison, 
April 25, in Yuma. Both are in pic- 
tures, 

Mildred lJliffe Feely to Vincent 
Gavin Hart, April 26, at Narberth, 
Pa. Groom is with the Hays office 
in N. Y. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam Katzman, son, 
April 21, in Hollywood. Father is 
head of Victory Picture 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bjerring, son, 


April 24, in Los Angele Father is 
a still photographer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mr Jack Runyon, son, 
April 26, in Los Angele: Father is 
Le rd & TI Was radaiio prod We! on 
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Brimful of Ci 
Greensboro, N. C., April 27. | 0 Ircuses 
. Dodsen’s World’s Fair Shows, | 
At N Yy W ld F bd . 3 A | having wintered at Savannah Ga., 
‘ | showing there for a week, end play- ° e @ » - 
» 1. WONGS Falk; ? CLES | snowing tnere for a werk, end Pe; |Ohio With Its Busy Factories and Mills Will 
stand sponsored by Order of Red- e 
men, is this week at the fairgrounds Get 10 Tent Outfits In May 
Allocation of New York World's | square feet of floor space will be |!" Greensboro, N. C., for Veterans of | + 
Fair building lots to exhibitors is} 9Pem in 25 or more buildings which Foreign Wars. space available for the B. O. F. Canton, O., April 27 
now under way. Contract with | hep Pa yoann eee 5 she ei he — pier $10 en foot. Circus competition in the middle 
American Telephone & Telegraph | priced at $14 per a ies wal ie Bi : Pal pack ae a ee west will be fiercer this season than h 
ig ae 7 oR ee he ae tee OF RS at ite ] 1cé enews : oO bak IS S€a-|for many years. Within the nex fi 
was inked Monday (26) for erection | expected to bring $7,531,018 revenue son. Will exhibit 30 living freaks : _ wo : me next 
, aks 2 c § Se two weeks this territory will | } | 
ot building occupying 139,400 square | scirsieeieeniteseneintieninsianentennenniearian Charles Blue, for many years edi- mecca of at least 10 circuses 9€ the a 
feet oe — = prior e- | tor of the Carnival and Circus sec- the mph ee ve Sa aa yar of a 
acres). rice oO ot was 6,190. ions Oo ar ass a' : j : » ana a 
Metra tate Bac ofce| News of Dailies | Tombstone Days ior: sihsciton gest arts |e disco the Ete known , 
able building lots will be taken) —— cancer. Blue probably knew more orized shows, all striving to make - 
vithin next few weeks : ig ; ge the industrial areas first, while steel] 
M — et on _ > (Continued from page 67) 44 show folks than any human and had | mill and automotive plants are ‘ 
no use building for exhibit ‘por- a Soe the largest mail of any.editor on the | ating at peak sched a a 0 
. traying fundamentals of the tele-| was rehearsing for chore in ‘Varsity | n e urn rl BB. How he fi d ti ‘ ap |e ne at peak schedules. L 
phone system.’ Company had pre-| Show.’ ail his potian nnn re eget ay ae tg Tom Mix’s motorized show is fully e 
ena purchased $500,000 of World's Edith Mason, fogmer prima donna | saa 6: aaa nar oe sri oy tn bie ges ahead of all opposition on its o 
air debentures. of grand opera, was granted second | write a cheerful letter to one and all trek eastward, leading by a few days s 
ais : . mee nema es “oP eas mpi , *| the newly form Wallac -OS. Cir- | 
According to Grover Whalen. Fair divorce from Georgio Polacco, opera By BILL RICE San Antonio is packed with people e J eu allace Bros. ci! y 
prez, enough exhibit applications are conductor, at Reno. San Antonio, April 27. a, on sem tak Fin cus, also motorized, which is bank- p 
already on hand to take three times| Frances Taucher, Czechoslovakian Arrived here after an absence of | whe : + cingg | Ns On “Hoot’ Gibson. Wallace show I 
<email “gcheilitie +i w.| actress, returned here from New | ss eat a : ? ,_ | Attendance to date the best since/js jin the upper Ohio valley next 
the space available. Estimated 75/ yoy after serving jail term for pass- | 40 years, when I played with Hav- | 1929 and receipts for the carnival] Week. coming in at Mariette or 
available acres will accommodate port violation to noubenae charae ot erly's Minstrels and did our parade | attractions up about 25% from 1936. After aha aeer a, O., 24. g 
about fifty structures. - No lot will be | passing fraudulent checks. ; in t' mud. The theatre was the| Beckman & Gerety Shows have|( oc yh > seer. ©, it f 
less than 5.000 feet square. No max- May Perdue, dancer, burned to | S-bieffelin Hall, and admission was | about 18 riding devices and 24 shows. ove the river to play Wheeling, b 
imum limit, although largest planned | geath vs her hula skirt became | $1, $1.50 and $2. Turnaway business. | Western State Shows, owned by | x; bang hago of all opposition, then r 
at present calls for 362.000 square | ignited. Police are holding Matthew | The Bird Cage, a honky-tonk with | Obedal & Ruback. 14 shows and 15|~ peices : aod r valley to pick ap ee k 
feet (eight and one-thir” acres). Donahue on a suspicion of murder | about 40 girls, gave us a party that | riding devices. Every foot of con- annua stant at East Liverpool, 28. s 
Prices for exhibit 1 based on| Charge, alleging he set fire to the | night and barred all the home guards | cession space has been sold and they One other Ohio stand, Warren, and i 
in £9 pip . , . » ; , __-; | then into the greater Pittsburgh are 
uniform square and frontage charges, | Skitt. out. Sure plenty of soreheads that | all report biz as more than good for an ind aan Re = vata . 
range from $3,300 to $59,000 apiece. Diana Gibson, film actress, re- | would have caused plenty of trouble | Death Trap Loop pocdbese: — inite stay, the trek east 
For first 20,000 square feet price is|Vealed her marriage to L. John |if a bunch of hard-boiled in-. that! On the Military Plaza in 1904| qr ere pone porary. ‘ 
20 cents per square foot. For next | Myers, eo ot $a ga _at Yuma, | we had made friends with during the | Oscar Babcock started his perform- | ~ oy ter a ae swing out of the c 
20,000 square feet price is 15 cents. | wes mn ae: Se a — day had not kidded the life out of | ance with the ‘Death Trap Loop the iis ; ; fan ndiana and enters r 
and for footage above 40,000 rate is | Alice iar googy I pone » A & everyone that tried to storm the the- Loop and Leaping the Fiery Flume.’ | ; oy b = ton, then Springfield, s 
10 cents. Frontage rates vary fron phy SP ms pas teins By = anbton atre. It is now operated asamuseum | It seems hard to believe, but after “ . olum US for April 25, first g 
$25 for front foot on ‘A’ thoroush-| cation charge. ; ; by Mrs. W. N. Ewing, the hostess. 33 years Babcock is still doing this — r eee Prrscigenncad holding I 
fares to $15 for ‘B’ thoroughfares Under court ruling, Keith Mac- The blowoif on stage eg the old | act, which to my way of thinking cand tc beat ‘th “ELW show —. . 
and $5 for all others. Besides space Mantas Bees how entitled to legal hearse that they carried them to | is ong of the greatest free attroc- pin o beat the I- ‘Show into f 
available for building sites, 450,400! use of his film name, Ian Keith. © Boot-Hill Graveyard. The Tomb-| tions in thé business todav. cron, all before the first of May T 
, ’ stone Epitaph is still published. The| ‘The purchase of the Hawenbeck- | and earliest for a tented show in this } 
. eee —————— Crystal Bar and gambling house | Wallace & Forepaugh-Sells circuses territory in many years. I 
4 x looks the same as ever and still do- | by Berry and silent partners, said to —— = olny 3 
ing business. Abandoned mines, old | be officials of General Motors, came so H-W show, still in a state of I 
-_ time wagons, on display. as a surprise to most show fo'ks, disorganization, = scheduled to play c 
Passed Zieger’s Shows in Tuscon, | J. Frank Hatch as usual added to his Cincinnati, May 1-2, and billing - k 
who were busy moving the show, as | fat b.r. by withdrawing, but claims up. So far there has been no signs 
they had set up on the wrong lot.| to have had a ‘lot of fun’ with his of the advance car in eastern Ohio, I 
Everyone plenty hot and bothered | brief connection with the white tops. on - PROMS Hat. . 
and had no time to visit. Called on Stopped over night at Serra Blanca. mits at Canton, Youngstown and 1 
Mike Golden at the Arizona State | Texas, on my way to San Antonio. —, Se ee ee ee 
Elks Sanitarium, located in the hills | My last visit there was 40 years ago May 5. The new independent, be- ‘ 
outside Tyscon. Mike has bronchitis,| when I had out ‘The Scouts Re- lieved put out only to worry the Cole ( 
but is improving rapidly and expects | yenge’ under canvas. Town then had | S0W; Will continue to play the rez- 
: to return to San Francisco the first | q population of 11. A general store, ular H-W route in recent erst with 
of June to ready things up for the | schoolhouse and the r.r. depot were May 15 date set at Washington, Pa. 
J 1936 Frisco Fair. the only buildings that could be It is believed this show will make no 1 
a Golden was one of the first men| seen. My show was coming west efforts to get into the east, along I 
to cash in on the ‘war shows’ in a/|on the T & P and we took the S P with a half dozen others headed for s 
big way and operated the Howe's | east. Berg was so small I decided the New England territory now. ~ I 
BRIMMING OVER W Cai Great London Circus in 1922 and | not to play, as I could at least save Charles Sparks brings his Downie . 
‘ ¥ ri afterwards the Golden Bros. Circus. | billing and salaries. However, my show out of West Virginia next week , 
Has operated a museum for some | actors and band put on a show in end into the upper Ohio valley “0 
INNOVATIONS AND Or rtmme cr come | set, and band put on a show'ln |S, ‘several snnds, including: Eas , 
joying visits from members of the | the telephone grossed about $80 at | Liverpool, May 4, then moves into 
WONDROUS SU RPRIS ES Mel Voight State Fair Shows and|a buck a copy. Today has popula- | hi customary western Pennsylvania 
Howe's Circus that just played the | tion of about 1.000. spots, with the east in mind for late 
AND A MY : town. John R. Castle, late of the Unitea |May- Walter L. Main show, another 
Rx AD OF UN- Southern Automobile Club and the | Shows of America has out a 10-car |™U4 outfit, is making good time up 
Chicago Motor Club have been ad-| carnival that he organized and| through Tennessee and Kentucky, 
PRECED ENTED A M AZ = vising everyone to avoid Arizona and | opened before anyone in the racket |2%4 moves into southern Ohio early 
New Mexico and with good reason. | knew it. in May, with Zanesville contracted ‘ 
ING NOVELTI ES They have been putting tourists to Black Forrest at Dallas Pan-|f0T May 4. Main is now in this ter- I 
+ . . all sorts of trouble at their ports of | American Exposition to have a water |'itory mapping out future routes. t 
entry, and hotels and tourists cabins | spec. in place of the ice ballet. Lewis Bros.’ show, opening next . 
1080 all have rules ‘pay for another day J. Edward Brown to manage Rip- week in Michigan, is headed for c 
PEOPLE if not checked out by 1 a.m.’ I was|ley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ at Dallas | Ohio, coming in soon after the first t 
in one that charged $3 the day and | instead of Cleveland. Rip’s show | Week in May, and will likely play 
saw a pretty battle by the owner and | there will be handled by Zambren», |™uch Buckeye State territory, as this s 
ee 2 two men. They had checked in at Pay As You Go outfit made money in the territory p 
2.30 a. m. and started to leave at| Tol° Teeter now building ‘Congo| two years ago, while several tricks 2 
2 p. m. when the owner demanded | Jim’s Junglecircus’ which will he went to the barn in the red. Russell " 
y another day’s rent. They not only | operated ‘cafeteria style.” General | Bros.. motorized, is heading east fast . 
did not pay, but liked to wreck the | admission will be 5c. and the feature ; afteer opening this week at Rolla, . 
joint. They drove off and the pro- swimming monkeys and a giant Mo. t 
prietor went for the police. Don’t| orangutan. The various attractions The Cole Bros.’ show, after con- I 
know how it turned out, as I was | priced at 2c., 3c., 5c., 7c. and 10c. A |Cluding its Stadium engagement at I 
ti leaving. round trip to see it all will cost 72c,| Chicago, picks up a few Indiana " 
2 Beckman & Gerety Shows, one of | Transported on trucks. stands, comes east as far as Lima, O.. { 
Hy America’s largest carnivals, just put-; One big top a 90 with three 40-ft, | then doubles back to Indianapolis for 
ting the final touches to their outfit; middles will house the attractions. |a two-day engagement, after which | 
i for the opening of the season at San|} Two 15-kw. light plants, calliope,|the route is being guarded with - 
ie Antonio's annual Battle of Flowers | sound truck, six semi-trailer trucks. | Secrecy. 
| that opened the 18th. This is one of | 10 trailer coaches; two bill trucks : 
a ii! the best dates in the country, but | will handle the outfit. Show to open ° 
if | to hold down the plazas they give | about May 6 at Wichita Falls. Tex. Circus Routes 
if | away about $16,000 worth of show | Tol Teeter, owner; W. H. (Bill) Rice 
His | and ride passes. Put that in your| general agent, and Hank Gowdy a , 
I |nipe and smoke it. Western State| manager. This is a similar set up Nag endl y t 
it | Shows play under B&G on the Hay-| to the Whale Shows operated 4 | y Be =. en ae . 
i | market Plaza, which they have done great success by Anfinger & Hutton Is é; Petaluma’ 7: mounten 8: Willows, 9. 
i | for past three seasons. the past few years on RR cars, ex- | Cole Bros.-Beatty 
i Bill Rice as Cupid hibiting in the railroad yards on| °"'%*8°: , — 
MASSIVE Had a very good Cellophane Pub- | their car. Teeter will at least be ee Paw 
LENGTH WOODEN @ lic Legal Wedding at Phoenix and|@>!¢ to show on better locations) Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
TRAINS RINGS & one n. s. g. at Prescott. nae pl ty Preorgper should be | Boston, 3-8. 
J. Edward Brown has just closed | 25 SUccesstul. ree attraction will | ‘ina 
of R.R. CARS STAGES his engagement with the Dallas Ex-|2® Used. “Horse and Mule Pulling | MADE P., A. 
a‘ position and signed up with C. C. | Contest’ against a standard Dynamo- | Lincoln, April 27. 
ORIGINATING AND STUPENDOUSLY PRESENTING ff 22%s,'2 zeizase Bites Beeve ie eth, Ch pres to the farmers | Barney, Olde Vaueny sr 
' or Not’ at Cleveland. He is now on| agg: teams in the various classes, | here, assigned this week to press 
’ R FATURE a motor trip with his wife to Mex- | “ities as well as rural communities |agent state fair, in addition to duties 
ALL NATION S BIGGEST Cl CUS F S ico City. Reports for work at Cleve- | will be played. on local State Journal. 
land May 1. 
. Maude and Chas. Jamison, ex- | 
ag ceny operating the Lamar hotel 
in San Antonio. Their business has 
HORSES INTERNATIONALLY been practically capacity for the LD BARN ES 
FAMOUS MEN ee oe 
eS ckman erety ows jump! 
AND WOMEN from San Antonio to St. Louis for ; And HIS WIRE 
four -weeks’ engagement April 25. | 
Some hop for a 40-car show. They | COLE BROS. CIRCUS SEASON 1935-6-7 
report not one inch of iineeeten | 
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A Peek Into Wally Simpson's Balto 
Bedroom OK B. 0. at $1 a Look 


7% 
by 


Baltimore, April 27. 
Mrs. Wally Simpson’s former 
home at 212 East Biddle street has 
finally been opened to the public 
at $1 a crack. Nothing in the house, 


at present, personally associated 


with famous Baltimorean’ except 
some charts showing her family 
tree. Rest of exhibits made up of 


oil paintings of the lady and the 
Duke of Windsor, statuettes in glass 
cases, copies of newspapers carrying 
accounts of the abdication, and a 
symbolic mural built around Ed- 
ward’s famous line, ‘I find it an im- 
possible burden without the woman 
1 love.’ 

Highlight of visit, conducted by 
guides, is a peek into the bedroom 
formerly used by Wally. The big 
bed, however, which dominates the 
room, it is pointed out, was not used 
by the lady. But there’s the room 
she slept in, and you've got to see 
it from the hallway, as the doorway 
is roped off. 

The Biddle street house, for years 
a rooming house, was bought by a 
corporation headed by Sam Schleis- 
ner, proprietor of a local specialty 
shop, at the time Wally’s name 
started hitting the front pages. 
Looked like gamble would be okay 
when indications pointed toward the 
former Baltimorean becoming queen. 
Turned down all kinds of offers, some 
made on condition house could be 
removed brick by brick to amuse- 
ment parks and exposition grounds. 
Latter idea caused _ considerable 
criticism and caustic cracks at civic 
pride. 

When Edward abdicated, Schleis- 
ner thought he made a bad buy and 
started looking around for another 


rooming house lady to take the 
premises off his hands. Persist- 
ent inquiries, however, from visit- 


ors about Wally, suggested present 
setup with opening this week. 

Trade since opening has been fair. 
Future biz, it would seem, dependent 
upon whether mere entrance and 
peek into house alone is worth scale 
set. As set up at present, contents 
rather flat. Inclusion of some gen- 
uine Simpson-Windsor memorabilia 
would help considerably. 

Fair showmanship in roping off 
that bedroom, though. 





No Likee Strippee 


St. Louis, Apri] 27. 

‘The Girl in the Moon,’ side show 
attraction at carny operated by Dee 
Lang, East St. Louis, Ill., was more 
than a strip-tease act—it was down- 
right indecent according to local 
cops who pinched two dancers and 
three men last week. 

Lang’s carny, operating in North 
St. Louis, was going full blast when 
gendarmes in plainclothes witnessed 
act of Mrs. Peggy Schuette, 21, and 
Mrs. Marie Ritchie, 23, and then 
called the wagon. Besides dancers 
and Lang cops jugged Henry Meier, 
ticket taker, St. Louis, and Raymond 
Bixler, ticket seller, Washington, 
Ind. All are scheduled for appear- 
ance in police court Thursday (29) 
to answer charge of giving an inde- 
cent performance. 
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Million Dollar Pier, A. C., 


Restored Its Records 


Atlantic City, April 27. 


The Associated Realties Corp., 
operator of the Million Dollar Pier 
was granted in federal court at 


Camden Monday (26) release of its 
assets from the trustees, who have 
been managing the corporation dur- 
ing reorganization under 77B of the 
Federal Bankruptcy Act. Judge John 
Boyd Avis ordered the trustees to 
turn over assets, books and all af- 
fairs of the pier company to the 
corporation, and at the same time 
ordered $9,000 to be paid by the 
trustees for attorneys and appraisers 
fees. 

The court also approved payment 
of a joint $4,500 fee to attorneys for 
the pier corporation and $3,500 to 
be divided between five attorneys 
Applica- 
three appraisers for 


tion of the 


$1,500 for their work in setting val- | 


uation of the pier property was cut 
to $1,000. Their appraisal held the 
pier to be worth $990,000. 

The Pier Corp. applied to the court 


in October, 1936, for authority to 
reorganize under the’ bankruptcy 
act and Judge Avis has since ap- 


proved the reorganization plan. 


206 to Pick a Beaut 


Atlantic City, April 27. 
Atlantic 
September 


There will be another 


City beauty pageant in 


| and John Hollinger will again direct 





the fete with the help of the Variety 
Club of Philadelphia. 

Mayor was appointed to head the 
pageant committee and Lenora 
Slaughter, his secretary. 

A budget of $20,000 is expected to 
be voted to finance the show. 


7 7 7 bd . 
Signing Up in ’Frisco 
San April 27. 
Possible shortage of exhibition 
space loomed here today as hundreds 
of organizations moved to complete 
plans for bringing their 


Francisco, 


at the 1939 Golden Gate International 
Exposition. 

Applications for concession space 
now total 691, representing approxi- 
mately 850 units, it was reported by 
McLaughlin. 





P. C. SHOWMEN’S DRIVE 


Los Angeles, April 27. 
Pacific Coast Showmen’s associa- 


tion is launching a membership 
drive May 1. 

Initiation fees will be dropped 
during the campaign, with first 
year’s dues carrying members 


through to Sept. 1 of next year. 


LINC’S PARK SEASON 
Lincoln, April 27. 


Capitol Beach, amusement park 
here, will open about May 14 this 
year. 

Construction of a new dance pa- 


vilion is well on the way. 


products | 
before the eyes of the buying public | 
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NSG If the McCoy 


Though first time in circus 
annals, act in the Ringling- 
Barnum & Bailey circus at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y.., 
prays for rain every perform- 
ance. Troupe of 14 Hopi In- 
dians does sacred dance of 
snakes for every show. Sup- 
posed to bring rain. 

Wet weather is traditionally 
cyanide and acid to circuses. 
In view of the abundance of 
rain last couple of weeks, some 
speculation whether tribe will 
be taken along when show goes 
out under canvas, 














TEXAS TRICK 





LATE START NO BAR 





Cleveland Expo Dress Rehearsal 


Ready Well Ahead of Opening 25th 


+ 





— —= 


{ 
| Cleveland, April 27. 
| Reopening 


date of Cleveland's 


T0 R-B & RB INTAKE) Seat Lakes Expo is less than five 


Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus, 
in its final week of a 24-day date at 
Madson Square Garden, is having its 


best New York 


| weeks off, but construction work and 
|rehearsals are going along so 
|}smoothly that Lincoln Dickey, g.m., 
Says it will be definitely ready for a 


| dress-rehearsal about two weeks be- 


engagement since | 
1928, according to Samuel W. Gum- 
pertz, the show’s managing director. 


It is now certain that the earlier date 
of the Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty 
show at 


con- 
the Hippodrome in 


densed 
ALL f | no way affected the big show’s draw. 
Because it was shut out of Easter 


Dallas, Avril 20. 
One of the most unusual commu- 
nity enterprises in the country, the 
Gainesville (amateur) 


for its 


circus gets 


ready April 
28-30. 


General Agent A. Morton Smith. 
who is city editor of the Gainesville 
Register in his spare time. 
five new acts: Triple 
turn Leon Gilmore, Jr.. a high 
school student, is the catcher. Fly- 
ers are Bill Ritchie, light company 
employee. Carl Stewart, filling sta- 
tion attendant, and Newman Shelle, 
14-year-old schoolboy. Ritchie 
double somersault to net, and 
does a 1% somersault to catch. 
jorie Mitchell, 18-vear-old 
school girl, does tooth hold 40 
| high, slides 150 feet to ground. Clar- 
ence Gilmore, high school boy, walks 
tightrope to top of center pole and 
does backward slide to ground 
Doris Marie Norman, seven-year-old 
moppet, works on trapeze 25 feet up, 
without a net. Two two-horse lib- 
erty acts have been 
Jerome McKinney, district telephone 
company manager, and Verne Brew- 
er, truck line operator. 


eighth 


season 


reports 
aerial bar 


does 


Shell 


high 


None of the 110 performers are 
paid. The only persons who receive 
{compensation are the professional 
| trainers, who work during the win- 
ter, and the laborers, who pitch and 
fold the tents. 

Circus takes to the road like 


fessional outfits in its own trucks. 


the show will play a fair date at 


_Greenville, Texas, May 4, and other | 


|undated engagements include Abi- 
|lene, Paris and College Station, 
| Texas, and Ardmore, Oklahoma, in 
|addition to two appearances at the 
| Dallas exposition. 





Wants a Sticker 
Charlotte, N. C., April 27. 
Groundwork for a 
| Charlotte fair, with buildings valued 
at from $100,000 to $200,000, was laid 


when directors of the Carolinas Ag- 
ricultural fair met at the Chamber 
of Commerce to plan the fair for 
ithis fall. Bill Arp Lowrance was 
|}elected manager of this year’s fair. 


permanent 


Plans for establishing permanent 
|fair property will begin with devel- 
jopment of interest in the 
|among leading citizens of Charlotte 
‘and neighboring cities and counties. 


Mar- | 


feet | 


developed by | 


pro- 


event | 


week, it was thought the Ringling 
| outfit would not equal last season’s 
improved takings, but the advance 


sale at the opening was claimed to 


ij and 


be the strongest in seven years. Fri- | 


day nights, both Saturday perform- 


ances and Sunday matinees have 
been turnaways 

Show moves out of the Garden 
after Saturday night's performance, 
and plays Boston's Garden before 


taking to canvas in Brooklyn 


Philly Outdoors 


Philadelphia, April 27 
Willow Grove and W oodside, 
Philly's two major outdoor parks, 
are now both open, former just mak- 


ing its 1937 bow this week-end. 
Grove will only be open Saturdays 
and Sundays until Memorial Day 


| but Woodside is open daily. 

Willow Grove started 
with Frank Scluth m.c.’ing his stage 
show in the musical pavillion. Next 
Saturday night Jim Fettis and hi: 
orch are announced to the 
ballroom. 

Woodside is featuring amateur 
radio audition contests on Thursday 
nights with Jack Steck in charge 
as m.c. He will also present a kid- 
dies’ hour Sunday afternoons. Kath- 


play in 


fore May 29 ceremonies. 
Billy Rose nearly 
for his ‘Aquacade’ 
to be staged in a huge theatre-res- 
taurant on lake front. Eleanor Holm 
Johnny (Tarzan) Weissmuller, 
already signed for leads, being sup- 
ported by Bob Lawrence, radio 
tenor; Frazee Sisters, the ‘Eight Men 
of Manhattan,’ appearing on 150-foot 
stage in front of 50 chorines, picked 
and trained by Aileen Riggen, 
mer Olympic diving champ. 


has entire cast 


water spectacle, 


for- 


Special swimming talent lined up 


consists of Ray Euling and his 
trained seal, Dick Degener, former 
springboard champ; Stubby Kreuger 
water clown, and Walter Dare Wahl 
as acrobatic comedian. 

John Murray Anderson has been 
commuting between Fort Worth’s 
| Frontier Fiesta and Cleveland's cen- 
tennial, directing its rehearsals. Most 


of the routine work of directing is 


done by Bob Alton, Lauretta Jef- 
ferson and Chickie Milang, his as- 
sistants. Dana Suesse has already 
composed show's theme song and 
two other tunes. Production also 


calls for 536 costumes as well as four 


sets designed by Albert Johnson. 
Novel water sprays that will act as 
curtains and lighting effects are 


| slated for tryouts about May 15, 


off Sunday 


Sherwin-Williams Paint Co, has 
bought sponsorship of Expo's re- 
vamped Radioland which was 
moved down to a new lake front 


site Myron Roman named musical 


| director of a 16-piece symphony or- 
chestra. ‘Singing Lady’ and ‘Girl 
Alone’ are radio attractions set for 
its orphans’ day party 
Advance Ticket Sale 
Advance ticket sales started last 
week, when 1,650,000 coupon books 


leen May, soloist, and Pagana, violin- 


ist, were other features Sunday in 
'Sylvan Hall, park’s auditorium. 


Made Lion Mad 


Dallas, April 27. 

Mrs. Norma Edwards was awarded 
| $320 compensation by a jury here 
(18) as result of injuries she received 
from a lion in a cage act last Sep- 
| tember at the Texas Centennial. She 
| had asked for $8,885. 

Testimony during trial claimed 
| dancer had stepped on the lion’s tail 
| during the act. 


General Agent Smith reports that | 





Atlanta, Ga., April 27. 

| Royal American Shows opens to- 
|morrow (28) on what amounts to a 
|1l-day pop date for Atlanta. 

Cancellation of Gadsden, Ala., and 
| Chattanooga, Tenn., dates due to 
|labor troubles, caused last-minute 
| itinerary switch and carney decided 
|to pick up what it could in Atlanta 
|for 10 days. 

Carney is skedded to play Mem- 
phis Cotton Carnival after finishing 
up here. 


| i 
| STRIKES SWITCH DATES 


| days. 





were put on stands; 400,000 more is- 
sued than in last year's edition. In 
1936 exactly 1,250,000 advance tick- 
ets were bought up within three 
Books composed of four gate 
admissions and _ stubs for seven 
amusement concessions, valued at 
$4.50, are selling for $2.50 up to 
opening date. Concessions specified 
in books are ‘Winterland,’ a new ice 
spectacle: ‘Streets of the World,’ Billy 
Rose’s Pioneer Palace, Tony Sarg’s 
puppet theatre and the Horticultural 
Exhibit. 

Cliff Wilson is bringing in a new 
snake show to Al Shaffer’s Midway 
section. Other new exhibits already 
contracted are Crystal Maze and 
Fountain of Youth by § Sterling 
Amusement Co.; R. J. Zouary’s ex- 
hibit of embryology renewed; ditto 
for Fun House by Miles Amusement 
Co.; Capt. F. J. Christensen’s sub- 
marine; motordrome by John H., 


Branson; old Mexican exhibit by 
Pan-American Society of Tropical 
Research; Herman Pirchner. owner 


of two niteries, will reopen his Expo 
Alpine Village and is dickering for 
Showboat operated by Theo DeWitt 
last year, L, Nazaar Kurkdjie build- 
ing up 12-piece concert ensemble 
for Pirchner’s new project. 
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Sign-Off 
St. L. Burley Sign- 
BITUARIES ug 
St. Louis, April 27. 
Garrick Theatres, town’s only bur- 
ley house, operated by Bill Pickens, 
as S or fter 32-week season, 
MRS. CHAS. D. COBURN ,;company and operator of houses in sag getting lt oe 
Mrs. Ivah Wills Coburn, whose | Camden, N. J., died April 23 at his Sanainn just ended wae 11 weeks 
career as an actress spanned 35 | home in Camden. mae ae than 1935-36, when house 
years, died of influenza in New York —— ™ 5 s A nate ae Gane 
. . : — a adel closed when prolonged seige of ba 
April 27. She was credited with LEWIS P. NEWHAFER pena i lacathade Heng i Ee 
playing over 300 roles. Her husband Lewis P. Newhafer, 55, manager of Garrick will be redecorated for 


and co-starring stage partner, Charles 
D. Coburn, and her mother survive. 

Mrs. Coburn born in Apple- 
ton. Mo., and made her first stage 
appearance with E. H. Sothern in 
Hamlet in 1900. Her travels in- 
ciuded that of leading lady with 
Proctor’s Stock Co., and it was while | 


Was 


on a southern tour she met Coburn. 
Aiter several years of trouping to- 
fether in Shakespeare they were 


married in 1906 in Baltimore. In 
1935 the pair at the invitation of 
Union College, Schenectady, estab- 
lished the Mohawk Drama Festival. | 
Among their Broadway productions 
together were ‘The Better Ole,’ ‘The 
Yellow Jacket,’ ‘The Farmer’s Wife’ 
and ‘Lysistrata.’ 
GEORGE FIELDS 
(Honeyboy) 

George Fields, 42, the Honeyboy 
of Honeyboy and Sassafrass, radio 
act, died in the Pennsylvania station, 
New York, April 25, of a heart at- | 
tack. He had come in from his home | 
in Bayside to consult a physician 
and was stricken on the platform. 

He ran away from his home in 
Grove Spring, Mo., when he was | 
16 to go with a pony circus, and 
had been active in amusements ever 
since, playing vaudeville and musi- 
cal shows. He has been in radio 
since 1934. 

Survived by his widow. 





-- LUCY BEAUMONT 

Lucy Beaumont, English actress, | 
known best through her playing of | 
mother roles in films and on the 
stage, died in New York, April 24. 
She had been on the American stage 
for more than 20 years, 

She played in both the stage and | 
screen version of ‘Berkeley Square,’ | 
and was opposite Walter Connolly 
in ‘The Bishop Misbehaves.’ Her last | 
appearance was on the Ripley air | 
program, April 18. 


BLANCHE SHARP HANDYSIDE 
Mrs. Clarence Handyside, known 
on the stage as Blanche Sharp, 
widow of the late Clarence Handy- | 
side, died in New York, April 24. | 
Her last New York engagement was 
in ‘The Fool’ in 1922. | 
With her husband she had played | 
much vaudeville ard stock time dur- | 
ing the 30 year’s of their married | 
life. She is survived by a brother. | 


Interment in Kensico. 


ARTHUR CAREW 
Arthur Edmund Carew, 52, stage 
and screen actor, committed suicide 
April 22 in an auto camp in Santa 
Moniea, Cal. Identification was made 


by G. H. Arman, brother, who as- | 


serted that Carew had been a pa- 
tient in a rest home for some time. 
Latest of the actor’s piciures was 
‘Madame X’ release .by Warners in 
1932. 

Survivors include his mother and 
the brother. 





CAROLINE H. BARTHELMESS 
Caroline Harris Barthelmess, 
mother of the picture star and her- 


York April 23. 


As Caroline Harris she appeared | 


with Mrs. Fiske in ‘Mary Magdalene,’ 
and was the president’s wife in ‘Lin- 
coln at the White House.’ Later she 
played with the Percy Haswell stock 
company and for the Shuberts. 


HARRY F. BROWN 

Harry F. Brown, 52 years old, vet- 
eran actor of Minneapolis, Minn., 
died at his farm home near Cylon, 
Wis. After 20 years on the stage 
Brown turned to the grocery busi- 
ness in Minneapolis. He began his 
stage career with the old Boston 
comedy company. 

A wife, two sons and a daughter 
survive. 





STELLA MORAN 

Stella Moran, of the vaude act of 
Moran Sisters, with her sister, Anna, 
died suddenly in Waterbury, Conn, 
April 15. 

For years the harmony singers 
were with Viola May in ‘Miss Dum- 
bell’ and as youngsters were with 
Maude Daniels in ‘The Rising Gen- 
eration.’ 

Interment at 
home. 


Milford, Conn., her 





ABRAHAM GREENBERG 
Abraham Greenberg, 76, formerly 


connected with the Stanley theatre | 


the Balaban & Katz Tower, died in 
Chicago April 

He had been in show business for 
past 30 years, the last 18 years 
in Chicago with B. & K. He was 
former president of the B. & K. 
Employees’ Ass’n. 

Widow and two children 
Burial in Chicago. 


so. 


the 


survive, 


MARGARET SAYRES 

Margaret Sayres, 69, veteran char- 
acter actress of the legitimate stage, 
died at an Asheville, N. C., hospital 
April 15. Miss Sayres had been in 
ill health for the past two years. 

Upon her retirement from the 
stage more than 18 years ago, Miss 


; Sayres went to Asheville for a visit 


and remained there to make her 
home. 


THOMAS McGRATH 
Thomas McGrath, 79, died in New 
York, April 22, of a complication of 


| diseases. He had been in the origi- 
nal casts of The Romany Rye,’ 
‘Lights o’ London’ and Gillette's 


| ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 


ELIZA NESTEL 


Eliza Nestel, 80, died in Fort 
Wayne, April 25. With her brother, 
| known as Commander Foote, she 


joined a lilliputian company in 1861. | 


Known as the American Lilliputian 
Co., the little troupe toured for a 
number of years. 

Her brother died eight days pre- 
viously. 


GERTRUDE HALL 


Mrs. Gertrude Hall, 46, seven feet 
tall, known in carnival circles in 


the South, died April 20, at Wood- | 
ruff in Spartanburg County, S. C., | 


where her company was playing an 
engagement. Burial in Woodruff. 
She is survived by her 


David Hall. 


MELVA WILDE 
Mrs. 


GROVES 


Melva Groves, former opera 


singer, died April 18 in Minneapolis. | 


She was a member of the Henry 
W. Savage Opera company of New 
York and sang in Albert hall, Lon- 
don. . 

Survived by one brother and one 
sister. Burial in St. Paul. 


COLIN CHASE 

Colin Collings, 51, known profes- 
sionally as Colin Chase, died April 
24 in Los Angeles. 

| After many years on stage he did 
| character parts in pictures. He had 
been inactive past year, due to paral- 
| ysis attack, which caused his death. 





CLAY M. GREENE 

|: Clay M. Greene, 65, of Chicago, 
| general agent for the Goodman 
| Wonder Show of Raleigh, N. C., died 
suddenly early Sunday morning, 
| April 18, while riding from the show 
grounds to his hotel. 


| 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| HENRY C., NEVIN 


Henr: C. Nevin, 83, a musician for | 
| 67 years, died at his home in New- | 
self a former actress, died in New | 


castle, N. B. 
| Nevin had been a director of bands 
and orchestras for a half century, 
| but had not been active in music the 
| past few years owing to his ad- 
| vanced age. 





FREDERIC HOPE 
| Frederic Hope, 37, associate art 


| director at Metro, died April 20 in. 
ap- | 


Los Angeles following § an 
| pendectomy. He joined Metro in 1924, 
moving over from United Artists. 


Widow, and three children, sur- 
vive. 
GUS HILL 

Gus Hill, 78, for more than 60 
| year’s an important figure in the 


| theatre, died in New York, April 20, 
of a heart attack. 

The story of his career appears in 
the vaudeville department. 





CATHERINE LIPPERT MENCHES 

Catherine Lippert Menches, 69. 
wife of the late Frank Menches, out- 
door concessionaire, died April 15 at 
her home at Akron, O. Two daugh- 
ters and a son survive. 





EUGENE REDDING 

Eugene’ Ribidoux, professionally 

| known as Eugene Redding, died sud- 
|} dently in Montreal last week. 

His widow, Eleanor Svdney, 


Vives. 


The 
| Sut 


husband, | 


August opening. 


Philly Burley Season 
Closing This Week 


Philadelphia, April 27. 
best burley season since 
rings down final curtain this 
week with closing of Shubert and 
Bijou. Troc will remain open all 
summer, shifting from road shows to 
stock about middle of May. 

Managers Lew Martin of Bijou and 
Jules Arliss of Troc agree that Max 


Philly’s 
"29 


Wilner’s opening of former legit 
Shubert as burley house was best 


thing that could have happened to 


biz in this town. They say it was 
responsible for revived _ interest 
which created larger burley and 


brought them customers. 

Shubert had Ann Corio here as 
feature attraction for 12 weeks of 
season, four weeks at beginning and 
eight weeks later. Latter is longest 
single stripper ever stayed in these 
parts and drew biggest grosses in 
memory 

Top Shubert gross this season was 
$13,000. Average was about $8,000. 
Troc and Bijou regularly hit about 
$4,000, with top at $7,000. 


'Gilbert’s Chez Burley 
Postponed Until Fall 


| Complication of troubles has post- 
| poned the opening of Allen Gilbert's 
Chez Burlesque, nitery on West 52nd 
Street, N. Y., until around Sept. 1. 
Original license trouble, because of 
adverse advance publicity, was over- 
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AVENUE, DETROIT 


Detroit, April 22. 

Situated on lower part of Wood- 
ward avenue, house has been snaring 
burly patrons for well onto 22 years 
and rates as Detroit’s oldest strip- 
tease spot. Operated by Arthur 
Clamage, who likewise runs another 
of Detroit’s four burly houses, the 
Gayety, which at present is the local 
Minsky wheel outlet. 

Avenue has been plagued for sev- 


' eral years now by lack of other at- 


| least. 


|come, but growing anti-burley sen- , 


timent in town and nearness of the 
hot spell ~iake it unfavorable to 
| open at present. 

With a little outside dough, Gil- 
bert, Max Wilner and Emmett Cal- 
lahan, all connected with the Apollo 
theatre, started the venture which 
to date has cost aLout $20,000. Dec- 
orations, etc., range from an_ up- 
| holstered bar resembling a bed with 
posts and a canopy, to giant size gals 
gams for stairs balustrades. Gilbert. 
| creator, is considering offers to go to 
Atlantic City, Cleveland and Chicago 
to open or lend his name to similar 
| joints, says promoter. 





Independent Burlesque 





| Week of May 2 
‘Pepper Pot Revue’—Casino, 
burgh. 
‘Top Hat Revue’—Gayvety, 
‘Pardon the Glamour’— 
‘Ladies in Lingerie’—Casino, Toronto, 
‘Merry Maidens’—Troe, Philadelphia, 
‘Reef Trust’—Empire, Newark. 
‘Oriental Girls’—Howard, Boston, 
“Toyland’—Gayety, Washington. 
‘Crazy Quilt'—Gayety, Baltimore, 
‘Bozo Snyder’—Capitol, Toledo 
‘Nothing But Dames’—Gayety, Detroit. 


Pitts- 


Cinecinnattl. 
Rialto. Chicago. 





VINCENT BRYAN 
Vincent Bryan, songwriter, about 
57, died in Hollywood April 
, Details in musie dept. 





Hannah Ettling, 84, died April 18, 
in San Francisco. She was the 
mother of Harry Ettling, stage man- 
ager of the Golden Gate theatre 
there. 





M. F. Cunningham, 76, father of 





| 


|side-down dance and. Revelle Blair, 


tractions on that part of Woodward 
avenue which once was hotbed of 
activity. Virtually 
consequence moved far uptown long 
ago, 

But through it all, house continues 
to plug along with fairly good activ- 
ity at the b. o. and better stuff in- 
side. Shows, continuous, run roughly 
an hour and a half; are paced swiftly: 
have benefit of nifty scenery, and in- 
clude above average talent. 

Peelers, five comely gals with s. a.., 
are topped by Gay LaBal. Others are 
platinum-blond Dardenella; Virginia 
Lane, brunet; Dohraldina, a blonde, 
and Helen Wells, brunette. Miss La 
Bal is especially sock in this depart- 
ment, and she has plenty to show. 

Singing is provided by Ilene 
Sparks, .who’s been studying for 
opera. She doesn’t peel. however, 
but teams up with Sid Gold to offer 
several nifty vocal numbers through- 
out show. 


| by lowbrow audience who finds h 


son in current burlesque. All three 
reach way down for laughs which 
seldom come. 

Gordon Clark, crooner-piped ju 
is the hit of the show. Guy has 
more duds than the Duke of Wind- 
sor, or so it would seem. Every ap- 
pearance finds him dressed in now 
rags, ranging from morning attire. 
striped pants, etc., to tails, tuxedo. 


ya 





mess jacket, business and lounve 
suits. Looks to be burley’s best- 
dressed man, although unappreciated 


> 


|; entrances part of the comedy. Teddy 


everything of | 


Line of 13 gals, not ex-| 


ceptional, on several times aided by | 


flashy costumes. Lillian 
dies the production end 
in a nice job. 

Comedy at show caught (22) very 
tame and disjointed. Latter account- 
ed for by fact Billy (Boob) Reed, 
topbilled comedian, jumped the show 
coupla nights before, according to 
Clamage, and new fun team, 
Schroeder and Bozo Edwards, hadn't 
time to get working together. ; 

Gals make extensive use of the 
runway, thereby hypoing interest of 
bald-headed guys in front rows at 
House seats 900 and fairly 
filled at show caught. Pete. 


ROUND STRIP TICKET 


(STOCK) 
(Princess, Youngstown, 0O.) 
Youngstown, O., April 23. 
_ More comedy than usual prevails 
in the newest stock revue, ‘Round 
Strip Ticket.’ One of the most am- 
bitious efforts to date abounding with 


and turns 


Hunt han- | 


Blair, another singing juve fills the 
groove. George Rose, straight. is 
oke. Hurl. 


Girls from Toyland 


(CASINO, PITTS.) 
Pittsburgh, April 22. 

George Jaffe’s going after clean 
burlesk, with an eye to growing 
femme trade, and he’s getting it. In 
case of ‘Girls From Toyland,’ he’s 
also getting one of dullest Indie 
Wheel shows of the season. It’s not 
dirty and it isn’t funny either. It’s 
just an hour and a half of mediocre 
black-outs, tired ensembles and dis- 
interested strippers. 

When caught, there was too much 
kidding and slip-shoddiness among 
the people of ‘Girls From Toyland.’ 
with most of ’em performing 
everybody else but the audience. 

In previous showings here, ‘Pea- 
nuts’ Bohn, diminutive clown, 


bor 


| seemed to be one of burley’s promis- 


Ernie | 


| was 


ing comics but he’s way off form 
here and he doesn’t get much help 
from his femme straight, Kenza Vin- 
ton. who seems too weary to bother. 
Bohn’s still doing his cartoon etch- 
ing, a crack novelty, particularly for 


this type of show, but half-pint’s 
usual spontaneity is missing. Not 
much to enthuse about either from 
show’s other comic, veteran Billy 


Arlington, who’s still using what he 
doing around the circuits a 
decade ago and in the same manner, 
too. 
Featured 


stripper is Dorothy 


| Ahearn, all right on looks, but just 


| the 
| tend to 
| Marvis, 


another undraperee who believes a 
strut, a flick and a peel constitute 
so-called art. Faults also ex- 
show’s other teaser, Joan 
another of the too-casual 
contingent. Two strip numbers are 
all Jaffe will permit at the Casino, 
so he should insist on a little life 
from the gals when he allows them 


entertainment and affording oppor- such a latitude for modesty. 
tunity for every principal to get|. Specialty act of LaMare Bros. is 
across with the audience. |high-spot of lay-out. Boys are 

Buddy Kane, and his teammate! clean-cut and make a nice flash in 
comic, Charlie Holloway, with the | tails for their soft-shoe dance intro- 
assistance of straight Jimmy Mur- | duction leading to some smart hand- 
ray, Bob Evans and several of the | to-hand stuff. Strong-arm turn has 


girls offer several new gags 
score heavily at the opening per- 
formance. 

Perhaps house gives revue its title 
as a jest for the tease attractions, 
though of a good variety, have | 
changed little from the previous 
revue, ‘Midnight Follies... However 
the stock cast stages the new pro- | 
duction well and at a fast pace. 

Alleen Randolph and _ red-haired | 
Evelyn Cushway remain the femme’! 
principals and again prove to be | 
favorites with local patrons. 

Other tease numbers well done by 
Jean Jones, with her sensational up- 


called the smallest girl in burlesque. 

Clever and youthful Shockley sis- 
ters, present a new variety of acro- 
batic novelties, while little Anna 
Finley is seen in a Hawaiian dance 
in the finale. Bob Evans, juvenile | 


| vocalist, is featured in a special pose 


number as he sings the ‘Desert 


| Song.’ All new wardrobe lends much 


27. | 


| dians 


| Jack Cunningham, Paramount studio | 
| writer, died in Los Angeles April 22. | 


' A daughter also survives. 

Mrs. Louise K. Davis, mother of 
Donald Dwight Davis, president of 
WHB Broadcasting company, died in 
Kansas City, April 24. 





Mrs. Carlyn Gillingwater, 63, wife 
of Claude Gillingwater, stage and 
screen actor, died in Beverly Hills 
April 22. 

Father, 67, of Walter Scott Mayo, 
Jr., assistant director for United 
Artists, died April 19 in Hollywood. 


Mother of Ray Doyle of General 
Talking Pictures died at her home 
‘in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Mother of George Choos, died in 
| New York, April 25. 


| Green, contortion-dancer and peeler, 
| Mildred Clarke and Billie Holmes all 





| type 


to production and the fast-stepping 
chorus of 16 contributes substan- | 
tially in making it better than the 
average burlesque entertainment. 
Mack, 


OXFORD, B’KLYN 


Like all the others around town, 
Oxford is coasting along on its com- 
edy because of the anti-peel pres- 
sure being exerted by morals guar- 
and revived police interest. 
But, unlike the others, the Oxford 
has very little to offer and still less 
success in measured result. Bow. | 
ever, it manages to keep up a good | 
attendance with second worst show 
in this locale. Production is nil as 
are majority of strippers, and not 
because of outside infiuences. 

Clothless parade is begun by 
Evelyn Gunderson, a lumberjack | 
blonde, doubling from the 
chorus. She is speedily returned to | 
her place in the disorganized, look- | 
less and eeenie-meenie selected 
chorus, and fortunately, soon for- 
gotten. Her sister workers, Betty 
Novak, long haired brunette, Helen 





act under instruction. 

If burley is counted on as the 
school for our future comics, heaven 
help the future generation if the 
comic contingent here can be con- 
strued as part of the anticipated sup- 
ply. Jack Sobel. fat boy. has done 
better things, but is now fast slipping 
to the easier side. His comrades, 
Harry Fields and Vic Hallen, latter 
also thinks he sings and dances, are 
worse, if there can be any compari- 





that | 


definite 
auspices. 


possibilities under right 
Straighting for comics and 
doing excellent job is Bob Bates, 
who’s m.c.’.d a couple of Major 
Bowes units around here in last 
year. 

Jaffe’s still cutting the wheel 
shows down to 75 minutes for his 
combo policy of shorts, newsreels 
and cartoons and burlesque. Sort 
of a Trans-Lux-Minsky. Cohen. 





A. F. M.’s Reno Nix 


Hollywood, April 27. 
Reno has been designated as for- 
bidden territory by Joseph N. Weber, 
A.F.M. prez., due to wage working 
condition dispute. 
Members of all locals are forbid- 
den to accept engagements there. 


Korda Due 

















(Continued from page 3) 


Also, Korda’s plans are stated to 
include the possibility of a new dis- 
tributing organization in London 
comprising himself, Basil Dean and 


Herbert Wilcox. 


This might necessitate Korda’s 
abandoning his London Films Co. 
and producing under another title. 

Recently Korda stated for publica- 
tion that producers have to pay too 


| much for distributing which throws 


a somewhat corroborative’ slant on 
the above. 





Korda’s B. R. Peeve 
Hollywood, Apvil 27 

Rumors’ that Mary Pickford 
Charies Chaplin and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Sr., were severing their con- 
nections with United Artists are de- 
nied here. However, all principals 
in this report and other members of 
the UA setup will call a meeting in 
N. Y. shortly. 

Understanding is that Alexander 
Korda, who is due over from 
London, is hot under the collar re- 
garding the financial assistance being 
given Walter Wanger. Korda feels 
that as an owner-member of the set- 
up he is entitled to coin privileges 
over Wanger, who is adequately fi- 
nanced by UA, while he can’t get al! 
the money he needs. 


ele. 
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MADRID MADNESS 


(Continued from page 66) 





and appears in Madrid representing 
i a paper. 

. ae heed Of Madrid’s Red execu- 
tion squad is Juan Lilardo, who 
thinks only in terms of the revolu- 
tion. He spares no enemy and, after 
having killed his own brother, is 
jooking for his father, upon whose 
head a reward of $50,000 has been 
jaced. There are indications that 
information is leaking to the Franco 


Ghost Vocalizers 
Hollywood, April 23. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your story last week on Buddy 
Clark’s vocal alter ego for Jack 
Haley in ‘Wake Up and Live’ re- 
minds me of the Metro studio which 
had to put Marjorie Lane, singing 
with Phil Ohman’s band, under con- 





ugh Eddington’s house, 
i veryene ia under Gauiiaien, but | tract to protect Eleanor Powell. It 
the protection of the British flag | wasn’t until a studio attache pointed 


keeps the Loyalist soldiers from be- 
coming too impudent. 
In desperation to learn where the 


out the hazard of what would hap- 
pen if Miss Powell were to ‘sing’ 


k is coming from, the soldiers with another type of voice that the 
ant the information of an impend- sg B ocargosion — ce wie 
jng surprise attack. News gets tO | om oO thus protecting themselves. 
the rebels, and it is revealed to the | And, of course, the vocal doubling 
audience that the executioner’s fa- | for Richard Barthelmess, Myrna Loy, 
ther is hiding in the house with his | et al. in the pioneer soundfilm days 
daughter and her aged mother. The | is now quite well known. 

German betrays the hiding place and haane’ tah teas ietictie. aebia 

js murdered as his reward. Every- = 7 : aus ry ‘y R 
one in the house is up for the fiiring J. OR. 
squad, but the Communist, his ideals 
shattered, helps the foreigners to es- 
cape after the father has been shot 
by his own son’s squad. The Russian 
then strums on a guitar as he awaits 
his inevitable fate and while “Two- 
Bits’ O’Hara takes the beautiful 
Spanish girl along with him. 

In its present shape ‘Madrid Mad- 
ness’ indicates a need for a general 
tightening up, but this would be an 
easy matter. Because of its Madrid 
setting the play obviously goes pretty 
hard with the Reds. With the defi- 
nite aversion to hit on anything | 
showing political favoritism, it is not 
likely that the piece would prove 
attractive to any film producer. 





For Upping Admissions 
New York, April 20. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Am not in the habit of writing 
| ‘letters to the editor,’ but it seems 
| to me about time that a voice was 
| raised at the artificial brake imposed 
by the government upon the recov- 
ery of the theatre industry. 

With taxes on admissions starting 
at 40c, a large number of theatres 
| onemet profitably raise their present 
evening prices which are at that fig- 
ure, today. I know of any number 





Murf. | difficulty, as do you. 
| But the assinine provision of the 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN ; the tax law which provides, ‘one cent 
- | for each 10c or fraction thereof... 
Pasadena, April 20. | 


Farce comedy in five scenes, presented at | 








of a comfortable and profitable live- 
lihood. 

As one who has been guaranteeing 
and paying actors and actresses for 
52 and more consecutive weeks of 
stage work on Broadway, at the 
Billy Minsky Republic burlesque 
theatre, I believe I can say that the 
medium with which I am identified 
is the only one offering an oppor- 
tunity to those who feel that the 
stage is their destiny. Here we have 
comedians and performers who were 
outstanding players with the Shu- 
berts, Ziegfeld and other leading 
Broadway impresarios. In addition, 


| we are presenting headliners of the 


days when vaudeville was a pros- 
perous and flourishing enterprise. 
Still in their prime, these entertain- 
ers found themselves deserted, high 
and dry, with no place to earn a 
dollar in an industry which had 
taken all their time and effort and 


| had left them without ability and 


| training to successfully compete in 


that could get 45c without the least | 


where the amount paid for admis- | 


| velop Barrymores, 


| dersons. 


other fields. 

More, we audition young talent 
each week because, despite all this 
talk of strip-tease and raw humor, 
there are entertaining, amusing and 
clean-cut acts appearing at each and 
every one of the shows at the Re- 
public. Singers and dancers, dance 
teams and novelty comedy acts are 
| auditioned daily and many of these 
| secure long term contracts on the 
Billy Minsky circuit, which includes 
theatres in Brooklyn, Boston, Miami 
and Hollywood, in addition to our 
N. Y. spot. 

The recent attention centered upon 
strip-teasing has overshadowed the 
fact that the lively stages of the Re- 
public and other burlesque theatres 
represent about the onky wide-open 
opportunity for stage tyros to gain 
experience and actual _ theatrical 
training. 

I will concede that here at the 
Republic we are not equipped to-.de- 
Helen Hayses, 
Katharine Cornells and Judith An- 
Frankly, I don’t know 


| where that type of stage star will 


| come from in the future. 


the Pasadena Community Playhouse, April} sion is in excess of 40c.. ’ auto- 
20, ‘37. Gilmore Brown, supervising di-|) matically prevents any exhibitor 
rector; adapted by Frederick Jackson from | mS ; P : ? 
a play by Ladislaus Fodor, directed by | from raising his prices where his 
Lenore Shanewise. | top is, today, 40c. If his admission 
fy gi peee Sones eguesee er ajovent | were 45c, his tax would be 5c—cer- 
Jeanette........seceseees-dames Westerfield | tainly out of the question. The only | 
The Stranger......+osecersee- George Phelps | way an exhibitor can reap his share | 
Princess Pinatotski.......... Florence Bates | : se ‘ i f t 
INE, 54 6 5 4400500004400 ‘arton Booth | Of the present business improvement | 
Licntenaat Sedniteki ohweenes Wittrid Haney is to raise his price to 50c, thereby 
@roneSS VOVKinSKAa. ..cceceeecas anet sco . a ~ - 
Countess Ansberg........... Mary McNamee netting a nickel by raising 10c. 
Queen's Chamberlain..Frederick Blanchard No theatre, to my knowledge, 
BO WOR ccccccccccccceccccccsc ARO Pook ae oa eer . 
GUMPERT cccccoccsccoseces Charles Sassoon charges an admission price between 
Olga. .ccceeccesseseeseeseeessMildred Young} 40 and 50c today. The government 
Guards. .oee.e od Jack Neleon, William Pullen | 


is not in receipt of lc of taxes from 
: | admission prices in this range. Were 

A variant of the bedroom farce, | the split figure raised to 45¢c, no 
—— nel ine OT ae | one would lose except the customer, 
double entendre and a rather com- | 2d he is ready to pay the raise. 
plicated double masquerade around Let's have it! 
a situation created by the court 
chancellor of a mythical kingdom 
when, for political reasons, he un- 
dertakes to palm off a ringer as the 
young queen’s negligent and aloof 
husband, with suggestive and at 
times hilarious results, 





A. T. Kaplan. 
He Vives U. S. Commercials 
New Orleans, April 21. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I have read with interest the ar- 


Piece is gay and frothy and de-| ticle published April 14, entitled, 
velops considerable satiric wit in!‘Radio Needs Smart Answers.’ 
en ee eee, free Particularly with regard to the 

Sisius Fodor's Hungarian play. | paragraph starting, ‘Schools, co 
mounted and capably performed, sets | lees, and club women constantly 


talk about the alleged superiority of 
the British system of broadcasting.’ 

In this regard, I would like to 
state that my wife, who is English- 
born and bred, spent several months 
in London during the summer of 
last year. During this time, she 


up some unnecessary false leads of 
promised intrigue to back up sus- 
pense of the double masquerade in 
the familiar mythical kindom pat- 
tern. But the swift and ardent 
progress of the love affair toward 
its objective brightly glosses over 
many of the structural defects. 

Jean Villard gives an able and 
animated performance as the ‘king’ 
pro tem. Ann Peek is attractive 
as the presumable queen, shading 
her role intelligently, playing with 
gay vivacity. Janet Scott is effect- 
ive as one of the royal entourage. 
Florence Bates scores, taking many 
of the play’s richest laughs, as the 
wife of the chancellor. George 
Phelps handles the chancellor's 
maneuvering role with distinction. 
Charles Sassoon farces effectively as 
the opera house manager. Wilfrid 
Henry burlesques the captain of the 
guards capitally. 

lay, with some tightening and 
polish, would seem to have definite 
commercial possibilities, but for pic- 
tures may have too much censorable 
material to keep it in the essential 
pattern on which the comedy de- 


used) to listen to British programs. 
On her return to America, she made 
the following emphatic statement, 
‘Give me the American system of 
broadcasting. Put all the advertis- 
ing on it you want, and I will gladly 


I would add, that I spent this last 
Christmas, and part of January, in 


that opinion. 
that a few nights before my return 
to America, I listened to a program 
on BBC, picked up from a London 
vaudeville house, which, had it been 


would have cost any program di- 








pends. Jung. | rector his job, and in all probability 
would have caused the station | 
broadcasting it to have its license 


Sheriffs 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘revoked, or at least suspended. 
} 


A. C. Pritchard, 
Gen. Mer. Station WWL. 











eight men and women operators | Burly As A Training School 

were arrested. New York, April 21. 

| Editor, VARIETY: 

Cleve. Bans Bingo _ | What has the drama to offer a 
Cleveland, April 27. | youngster seeking stage 


success! 
Bingo is definitely out of nabe | Sete iene 
iteri , ; here can the theatrically ambitious 
niteries through a new order by | © 


ity’ i thold to gain a start to- 
fin, . — director Eliot Ness, ‘de- | em stage acting talent’ 
ao 8 naneng — we Times Square is the only logical lo- 
Che ee . favor. cale for the legitimate stage center 

urches and lodges can continue to | ¢ the U. S. A. but what bap. 
run bingo for strictly charity pur-|©' “"€ ©: > % 
Poses, otherwise it’s taboo. | pening. 

Stop-order was inspired by a num- 
er of complaints claiming game | 
Caused fights in cafes, as well as | 
liquor violations, keeping kids up 
‘oo late in neighborhood spots and 
breaking curfew laws. Other squawks 


were that proprietors were framing 
the games. 





iS 


are top-heavy with film names who 
use the stage as a fill-in. part-time 
assignment. For the actor or actress 
depending solely on legitimate 
stage for a living, all but few plays 
survive long enough to establish the 
legitimate field as one assuring them 


the 


~~ 


| stars. 


had ample opportunity (which she | 


But 1 can 


| point out that burlesque has de- 


veloped performers like Bert Lahr, 
Fannie Brice, James Barton, Jack 
Pearl, Willie Howard, Joe Penner 
and many other musical comedy 
Gypsy Rose Lee, who started 
with Billy Minsky, has a 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox contract. 

In this connection, I believe 1 can 
safely predict, now that the stage is 
so anaemic in the development of 
talent, that it will have to be bur- 
lesque with its guarantees of perma- 
nent, steady work, before theatrical 
crowds, from which the stage stars 
of the future will be trained and 
developed. 

Edward Weinstock, 
Managing Director, 
Billy Minsky Enterprises. 





Phil Ohman Explains 
Los Angeles, April 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Item in current VARIETY in the 
Upbeat column reads, ‘Art Crippins 
orchestra currently at Trocadero 
Club, Hollywoed, now being man- 


| aged by C. R. A.’ 


listen to every word rather than see 
British system adopted in America.’ | 


London myself, and heartily endorse 
I might mention also 


broadcast over an American station, | 


Please make corrections as my or- 
chestra is not under C. R. A. man- 
agement and this is embarrassing to 
me as its leader for almost three 
years. 

Phil Ohman. 
A Fan on Duals, Etc. 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 23. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your editorial (Films vs. Radio) is 
very interesting, I agree to your 


| point on radio spoiling picture at- 


| tendance. 


| popular 


1s: 


Many of today’s legitimate plays | 


But another very im- 


| portant point which would assure 


larger audiences, and do away with 
all ‘giveaways, would be improving 
pictures themselves. Saranac Lake 
has one theatre. 
are devoted to bank night, ete. ‘The 
expression around here, 
when going to a show is brought up, 
‘Well, the show is lousy, but it’s 
bank night and $160,’ or something 
to that effect. 

We've discussed it here and we all 
feel that we’d go more often if there 
were better shows. In fact, with a 
good show we would pay more. 
are not enough interested to bother 
with two poor pictures, even with a 
cheaper admission and a chance at 
winning prizes. 

My point is this: The theatre own- 
ers are in a position to demand bet- 
ter pictures, not necessarily ex- 
pensive spectacles or musicals, but 
well acted, well directed and well 
photographed pictures of about any 
; type which have plausible stories 








Three days a week | 


We | 
| tention of 


| tors, 


WHAT THEY THINK 


and backgrounds. Elaborateness may 
go over occasionally, but simply con- 
structed pictures and quality stories 
and dialog and acting should, and 
would, we believe, draw just as well. 
Musicals should have their place, 
but picture dramatizations should be 
kept off radio. 

If there were better pictures, there 
would be no need for double billing. 
A good picture, a good newsreel 
(some are pretty awful and many 
weeks behind time), and one or two 
good shorts (such as Silly Symphony 
and a good educational picture) pro- 
vide a good show. Grade C pictures 
should be boycotted, and even 
stopped completely. If better pic- 
tures were made, grade B pictures, 


together with giveaways, double fea- | 


tures and poor attendance would be- 
come obsolete. Radio isn’t the only 
enemy— it’s the industry itselt. 

One thing more. Sound reproduc- 
tion in many theatres is pretty bad. 
*Nuff Sed. 

Roger Crampton. 


Plug for Major Bowes 
Chicago, April 
Editor, Variery 

I have been reading 
time about how tough 
bers of some of Major Bowes’ units 
have, I am an amateur and have 
been working for Major Bowes for 
nearly a year, off and on. 

Once my engagement with a Bowes 
show was ended by my illness, and 
not only did the Major pay my ex- 
penses home for treatment, but paid 
for my doctor bills and other charges 
until I was able to go home. When 
I was able to work I got my job 
back again. 

My salary with the units has al- 
ways been a fair one and has en- 
abled me to assist my parents and 
to live well on the road. 

The treatment 


23. 


from time to 
a time mem- 


I have received 
from the managers of the units I 
have been with has dlways been 


very kind, considerate and helpful, 
and the managers saw that all of us 
lived in respectable hotels at a rea- 
sonable price. 

I have been associated with vari- 
ous amateurs for nearly a year and 
I do not know where you will find 
a happier or more contented group 
of people anywhere. 

I hope this will straighten out a 
lot of people who have tormed the 
wrong ideas about how we amateurs 
are treated. 


Johnny Powell. 


One for the Bard 
New York, April 21. 
Editor, Variety: 

Isn’t it a pretty sad commentary 
on current dramaturgy that one of 
the leading organizations of the the- 
atre is unable to fulfill its commit- 
ment to its subscribers because it is 
unable to cast properly any of the 
plays in its library. I am well aware 
that most of the good actors are now 
in Hollywood and difficult to lure 
back to Broadway, but why should 
plays be written which necessitate 
particular players or types? 

In the palmiest days of the drama 
the play was the thing. If it was a 
good play, even though indifferently 
acted, it pleased. Today the trend 
seems to be toward specialization. If 
an actor cannot be found who will 
make an acceptable Napoleon or 
Charlotte Bronte, that play cannot 
be vroduced. Writing good plays 
without particular reference to his- 
torical characters or types might do 
much toward bringing the theatre, 
and particularly the road, back to its 
own. 

It cannot be done with the drama 
aping the screen's star and type sys- 
tem but unable to compete with Hol- 
lywood on a financial parity. We 
must again hark back to Shake- 
speare’s times and make the play the 
thing. It hasn't been done lately. 

James R. Carstairs. 





Summer Shows 





(Continued from page 65) 


group last vear. but matter will be 
taken up more strongly this season. 


IATSE is anxious to get in but has | 


taken cognizance of 
difference, and has announced in- 
making ‘deals’ wherever 
possible, and will not abide strictly 
by the union rules. 

Queries at Variety by phone, per- 
son, and mail, so early in season, in- 
dicate that the interest is still grow- 
ing and that again record-buster 
augurs. Interest, past and present, 
is not confined to producers or ac- 
but includes newspapers and 


the financial 


a 


i critics’ general coverage and other 


71 
show big branches. Field grew so 
that critics of dailies went out to ree 
view and look over various locations. 
VaRIETY cOvers the tryout barns 
regularly, as do scouts for films 
and radio. Newspapers devoted whole 
two-page spreads to country maps, 
dotted with theatres and personnel 
last year, minus any immediate re- 
turn. Use of stars in tryouts and re- 
vivals with many screen, radio and 
legit names attending and perform- 
ing with barn troupes, is still an- 
other indication of the kudos the biz 
has acquired. 


Ten Week Season 


Season starts around last week of 
June and winds up after Labor 
Day. Some start earlier and run 


later, but average is about 10 weeks, 





presenting an average of about 100 
tryouts. Rest are revival plays and 
| past season hits, which is where 
| the royalties come in heavily. As 
| usual the greatest number will be 
} around N. Y.; New England district 
running second. Remainder are 
| spotted along the eastern seaboard 


from Maine to North Carolina. There 
are more scattered around the 
country. West Coast and south see 
a couple, but the midwest is almost 
devoid 


totally of the species, with 
exception of little theatre activity, 
and even that is limited. A couple 
in east are advanced to the point 
| where they have already selected 
| their companies and guest stars al- 
ready. 
Many Are Set 

Those already announced for the 
new season are Max Liebman’s Tam- 
jiment theatre, Tamiment, Pa.; Cen- 


tral City Opera House, Central City, 
Colo., Richard Aldrich in charge; 
Charles O. Carey nas Harbor theatre, 
Governor’s Island, N. Y., and plans 
others at Washington, New Milford 
and Danbury, Conn., and Litchfield, 
Mass.; Warren Players, Spring Lake, 
N. J.; Mary Young’s Players, Center- 
ville, Mass.; Robt. Henderson's Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Festival; Cliff Self's 
Auditorium theatre, Peapack, N. J, 
(new); Jack Stern’s American Group 
Players, Elmhurst, L. I., N. Y.; Day 
Tuttle’s and Richard Skinner's West- 
chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y., 
and Country Playhouse, Westport, 
Conn.; Robert Elwyn’s Maverick the- 
atre, Woodstock, N. Y.; Lodewick 
Vroom’s Drone theatre, Plainfield, 
N. J. (new); Sidney Harmon's Thea- 
tre-by-the-Sea, Matanuck, R. I.; Bon- 
fils’ and Somnes’ Red Barn, Locust 
Valley, L.I., N.Y.; Frank Carrington’s 
Paper Mill theatre, Short Hills, N. J. 
(new), and the Manhattan Players, 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Latter was first to 
open and is already in swing, having 
bowed April 10. Others sure to be 
in action are, Elitch’s Gardens, Den- 
ver, Colo.; Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass.; Vincent Travers Country the- 
tre, Skobarghe, Me. (new); and Wal- 
ter Hartwig at Ogunquit, Me.; Madi- 
son and Stony Beach, Conn., are two 
other possibles. 

Equity admits that it still hasn't 
any kind of list of the set-up and 
picture companies are _ frantically 
struggling to get up maps and lists, 
Nothing complete is yet definite. 

Added to the projects listed above 
are: 

Roadside theatre, 
opening in mid-June, 
Hardt as director. 

County theatre, Suffern, N. Y., will 
open its fifth season on June 28; 
Norris Houghton directing; Joe Heidt 
on publicity. 

Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, 
Me., will bow in with American 
premiere of “The Lady of La Paz,’ 
which Edith Ellis adapted from 
novel by Elinor Mordaunt; dated 
July 5; Nance O’Neill starring; Mel- 
ville Burke directing. 

Actor-Managers will be 
port Casino, starting July 
season; opening in late 
eight-week season. 

Robert Porterfield’s Barter theatre 
starts its fifth season at Abingdon, 
Va., on June 10. 

Martin Burton plans a stocker at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., opening May 
10. 

Keene, N. H., Summer theatre 
starts a seven-week season July 5; 
Freeman Hammond in charge. 

Starlight theatre, operatea 


| Maryverne Jones, Pawling, N. 
! 


Washington, 
with Anton 


at New- 
13; third 
May. for 





by 
Ze 
starts May 31 with ‘Across the Blue’; 
Pauline Frederick starring. 

Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., 
opens late in June with Car! Good- 
man in charge. 

Connecticut Players, Plymouth 
| Playhouse, Milford, Conn., starts 
| June 28. Will do eight revivals and 
| two tryouts in 10 weeks. Marcus 
Merwin directs. 
| Ask George Ford, City Club, N. Y., 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| Vanderbilt 3-1816, about plans tor 
| Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
| Mass.; expects to start in June th 
} 


| Wiiliam Miles in charge 


Hod Williams’ band 
Westchester, with WOR wire. 


nio Murray's 


| 
| 
| 
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RAY ELLINWOOD, 
sensational track 
star of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, 
clipped .3 second 
off the world’s in- 
door 440-yard 
dash record in his 
first college meet. 





OPERATING a steam-hammer can take it out of a man. 
Charlie Kimball (4e/ow) knows that. “Camels are 
my smoking pal,” he says. ““They help me keep hit- 
ting on all eight— give a welcome ‘lift’ in energy 
when I need it. Camels set me up and set me right!” 


EVERY HOUR'S a busy 
one forattractiveClaire 
Huntington (right), 
public stenographer. 
“Yes, it’s a strain,” she 
says, “but itnever gets 
too much for me. I'll 
tell you what I do. No 
matter how tired I 
get, smoking a Camel 
brings back my en- 
ergy—pxts new pep in 
me. Although Ismoke 
a lot, Camels never 
jangle my nerves.” 


SURVEYOR William 
Barrett (/eft) speak- 
ing: “When I begin 
to feel below par, it’s 
me for a Camel and 
that invigorating 
‘lift.’ Being a Camel 
smoker,I don’tknow 
what jangled nerves 
mean,” 
























FLYING is the favorite sport of Mrs. 
Joha W. Rockefeller, Jr. (above), of 
New York society. “It's wonderful 
when you're tired to get a cheering 
‘lift’ wich a Camel.” she says. 





“JACK OAKIE’S 
COLLEGE”’ 


bo A gala show with Jack Oakie 
a running the “‘college’’! Holly- 
wood comedians and singing 
stars! Join Jack Oakie’s Col- 
lege. Tuesdays—8:30pmE.S.T. 
(9:30 pm E. D.S.T.), 7:30 pm 
C.S.T., 6:30 pm M.S.T., 5:30 
pm P.S.T.,over WABC-CBS 


2 Record-Smashing 440 Yd. Dashes in One Day! 














































HE DUPLICATED 
the feat 20 min- 
utes later as an- 
chor man on the 
relay team. Ray's 
start enables him 
to jump into the 4 
lead at the crack & 
of the gun. 






JUST IMAGINE break- 
ing the world’s record 
twicethesameday! Thar 
takes stamina and en- 
durance of high order. 


IN THE FIRST FEW 
STRIDES, Ray unleashes 
almost explosive power. 
And keeps driving! 


“Please add me to the list of 
athletes who get a ‘lift’ with 
a Camel’’— Ray Ellinwood 


“WT NEVER realized how much 
“Get a “lift” with a Camel’ 
meant until I ran two record- 
breaking quarters in one after- 
noon,” Ray continues.““That’s the 
time when I put on my supreme 
effort. Afterward a Camel helped 
me pull mysclf cogether—helped 
me change over from being tired 
to feeling full of pep. That night 
I ate heartily and digested my 
meal as well as ever. This con- 
vinced me 100% on the value of 
Camels ‘for digestion’s sake.’” At 
left, Ray enjoys a Camel after a 
hearty meal. 

In every line of endeavor— 
active, hard-working men and 
women light up Camels to re- 
new their vim and energy—to 
add more enjoyment to meals, 











S Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Costlier lobaccos — Camels are made from finer, MORE 


EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS...Turkish and Domestic...than any other popular brand. 
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